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List of Opposites of Adjectives! Following is a list of commonly used opposite adjectives in English you should learn to expand vocabulary. List of Opposites of AdjectivesLearn a list of common opposite adjectives in
EnglishSlowFastThickThinStraightCurlyLightHeavyLooseTightBeautifulUglyBigSmallStrongWeakHealthySickLowHighPoorWealthyBraveCowardlyLazyHardworkingEarlyLateSelfishGenerousHappyUnhappyColdHotDishonestHonestFriendlyUnfriendlyPatientImpatientTidyMessyPessimisticOptimisticCarefulCarelessTalkativeTaciturnWideNarrowDeliciousAwfulModernAncientDarkLightStraightCrookedBadGoodInsaneSaneThinFatShortTallYoungOldDirtyCleanSoftHardCloseFarEasyDifficultDeepShallowDistantNearCheapExpensiveCurlyStraight SmallBigSlowFastE
FullWhite BlackTrueFalseSafe DangerousModernTraditionalHappy SadOpposite Adjectives | Infographic Punctuation marks are symbols that are used to aid the clarity and comprehension of written language. In this lesson, you will learn a list of important punctuation marks and their meaning. List of Punctuation MarksFull stop (UK)/ period (US)CommaSemicolonColonQuestion markExclamation mark (UK)/ exclamation point (US)ApostropheDash Round brackets (UK)/ parentheses (US)Square BracketsQuotation MarksEllipsis marks (UK)/ ellipsis Points
(US)SlashHyphenBrace (UK)/ curly brackets (US)At signAmpersandAsteriskPunctuation Marks and their NamesName: full stop (UK)/ period (US)For example: The teacher motioned the boy to study.Name: commaFor example: No dream is too big, and no dreamer is too small.Name: semicolonFor example: The past is a foreign country; they do things differently there.Name: colonFor example: The City is termite territory: thousands of heads-down workers serving an unacknowledged queen, a fear motor buried deep in the heart of the place.Name: question
markFor example: Are you ok?Name: exclamation mark (UK)/ exclamation point (US)For example: Look at this!Name: ApostropheFor example: This is my sons ball.Name: Dash (em dash, en dash)For example: Please call my supervisor John Wick on Friday.Name: Round Brackets (UK)/ Parentheses (US)For example: There are several books on the subject (see page 120).Name: Square BracketsFor example: Dante testified that it was the last time he saw them [the missing coins].Name: Quotation MarksFor example: Go out! She said to me.Name: Ellipsis Marks
(UK)/ Ellipsis Points (US)For example: Then the numbers 1, 11, 2,, where the ellipsis are filled by a sequence of 1s as needed, solves the puzzle.Name: SlashFor example: Blood pressure is recorded as two numbers separated by a slash, like 120/80.Name: At signFor example: 30 dictionaries @ 29.99 each.Name: AmpersandFor example: My friend & I go to school together.Name: HyphenFor example: It would be nice to think this tipoff enabled him to avoid this fate but I fear his life was lost along with those missing hyphens.Name: Brace (UK)/ Curly Brackets
(US)For example: a = { 5, 20, 25, 45, 70 }Functions of Punctuation MarksIndicating Pause or BreakWe use commas (,), semicolons (;), colons (:), em dashes (), and ellipses () to indicate pauses or breaks in sentences. Commas are for shorter pauses, semicolons for linking independent clauses, colons for introducing lists or explanations, em dashes for adding emphasis or breaking away from the main sentence, and ellipses for implying trailing off or omitted text.Comma (,):Signals a brief pause, often used between clauses.Semicolon (;):Connects closely related
independent clauses.Colon (:):Introduces a list or elaboration.Em dash ():Denotes a break in thought or a parenthetical remark.Ellipsis ():Shows omission or a trailing off of thought.Clarifying MeaningPunctuation enhances readability and clarifies meaning. Apostrophes () demonstrate possession or form contractions, while quotation marks () indicate direct speech or titles of certain works. Parentheses (()) enclose additional information or asides that are not essential to the meaning of the sentence.Apostrophe ():Indicates possession (e.g., Johns book) or a
contraction (e.g., isnt).Quotation Marks ( ):Enclose direct speech, titles of articles, or specific phrases.Separating ElementsWe use commas, semicolons, and hyphens (-) to separate elements within our sentences. Commas separate items in a list, while hyphens join words to create compound terms and clarify meaning.Comma (,):Separates items in a list (e.g., apples, bananas, and cherries).Hyphen (-):Joins words or separates syllables (e.g., well-known, co-operate).Ending SentencesFor ending sentences, we typically employ periods (.), question marks (?), or
exclamation marks (!). Periods denote a statement, question marks a query, and exclamation marks an exclamation.Period (.):Marks the end of a declarative or imperative sentence.Question Mark (?):Indicates a direct question.Exclamation Mark (!):Expresses strong emotion or emphasis.Punctuation Marks | InfographicFrequently Asked QuestionsCan you explain the uses of the main punctuation marks in English with some examples?Certainly! The main punctuation marks include periods (.), commas (,), question marks (?), exclamation points (!), quotation
marks (), apostrophes (), colons (:), semicolons (;), parentheses (()), dashes (), hyphens (-), ellipses (), and brackets ([]). For example, periods signal the end of a sentence, while commas indicate a pause or separate items in a list. Question marks denote a direct question; for instance, How are you?Could you list all punctuation marks typically found in English writing?In English writing, you will commonly encounter the following punctuation marks: period, comma, exclamation point, question mark, colon, semicolon, dash, hyphen, parentheses, brackets,
braces, apostrophe, quotation marks, and ellipsis.Whats the difference between commas and periods, and when should each be used?Commas and periods serve different purposes. A comma creates a brief pause within a sentence, separating elements such as clauses or items in a list, e.g., We bought apples, oranges, and bananas. A period indicates the end of a full statement, e.g., We finished our homework.How can I find a resource that helps me practice punctuation through worksheets?You can find practice worksheets for punctuation on educational
websites or through language learning platforms. They often offer exercises with immediate feedback to help you improve your punctuation skills effectively. In English grammar, parallelism (also called parallel structure or parallel construction) is the repetition of the same grammatical form in two or more parts of a sentence.Not parallelParallell like to jog, bake, paint, and watching movies.I like to jog, bake, paint, and watch movies.I like jogging, baking, painting, and watching movies.Maintaining parallel structure helps you avoid grammatically incorrect
sentences and improves your writing style. Although lack of parallelism is not always strictly incorrect, sentences with parallel structure are easier to read and add a sense of balance to your writing.Parallel construction is most commonly used in sentences containing elements that appear in a series or in a pair. It is also applied to headings and outlines in academic writing.Scribbrs Paraphrasing Tool can help you explore different ways to structure your sentences and improve the clarity of your writing. Be assured that you'll submit flawless writing. Upload
your document to correct all your mistakes. Parallel structure in a seriesUse parallel construction when items in a series have an equal level of importance. These items are usually joined by commas or semicolons along withand or or.Parallel wordsOn the word level, a noun should be grouped with other nouns, an adjective with other adjectives, and so on.Not parallelParallelThe company is looking for a candidate who is friendly, organised, meticulous, and is going to arrive to work on time.The company is looking for a candidate who is friendly, organised,
meticulous, and punctual.When a series is composed of verbs, do not mix forms. For example, mixing an infinitive (a verb beginning with to) with a gerund (a verb form ending in -ing) breaks parallel structure.Not parallelParallelThe participants in the workshop learned how to communicate, negotiate, and working collaboratively for the most effective outcome.The participants in the workshop learned how to communicate, negotiate, and work collaboratively for the most effective outcome.The participants in the workshop learned about communicating,
negotiating, and working collaboratively for the most effective outcome.Parallel phrasesParallel structure should be used to balance a series of phrases with the same grammatical structure.For example, avoid mixing noun phrases with verb phrases.Not parallelParallellnitial trials showed that exposure to the chemical caused memory problems, intermittent dizziness, and deters sleep.Initial trials showed that exposure to the chemical caused memory problems, intermittent dizziness, and insomnia.As with a series of verbs, a series of verb phrases should use
parallel forms. Do not mix phrases based on an infinitive with phrases based on -ing verbs.Not parallelParallelHer main duties were answering phone calls, filing records, and to conduct visitor surveys.Her main duties were answering phone calls, filing records, and conducting visitor surveys.Parallel clausesParallelism is also applicable to a series of clauses in a sentence.Not parallelParallelThe report card stated that the student often talked in class, that he bullied other students, and rarely finished his homework.The report card stated that the student often
talked in class, that he bullied other students, and that he rarely finished his homework.The report card stated that the student often talked in class, bullied other students, and rarely finished his homework.Lists after a colonA list that follows a colon should always have parallel elements.Not parallelParallelMainstream economists have attributed the recession to several key causes: deregulation policies, spike in interest rates, manufacturing orders declining, and the emergence of asset bubbles.Mainstream economists have attributed the recession to several
key causes: the enactment of deregulation policies, the spike in interest rates, the decline in manufacturing orders, and the emergence of asset bubbles.Mainstream economists have attributed the recession to several key causes: deregulation policies, high interest rates, low manufacturing orders, and asset bubbles. The academic proofreading tool has been trained on 1000s of academic texts and by native English editors. Making it the most accurate and reliable proofreading tool for students. Upload my document Parallel construction in pairsUse parallel
construction when a sentence contains a pair of connected ideas.Pairs can be connected by coordinating conjunctions, which include and, nor, but, or and yet.Not parallelParallelShe planned to collect data by either using an online survey or phone interviews.She planned to collect data by either using an online survey or conducting phone interviews.She planned to collect data through either online surveys or phone interviews.Use parallel structure when a pair of ideas are linked by a correlative conjunction, such as not onlybut also, eitheror, and
neithernor.Not parallelParallelHis paper argues that the distinctive divergence in the two artists styles was not only shaped by their mutual rivalry but also because of the idiosyncratic tastes of patrons.His paper argues that the distinctive divergence in the two artists styles was shaped not only by their mutual rivalry but also by the idiosyncratic tastes of patrons.The same rule applies to pairs connected by a word of comparison, such as over, than or as.Not parallelParallelHe prefers movie nights at home over going to loud house parties.He prefers movie
nights at home over loud house parties.He prefers hosting movie nights at home over going to loud house parties. Headings that divide a paper into sections should be parallel. Likewise, parallel structure should be applied to elements in paper outlines.Not parallelParallelOrigin of homeopathyInitial receptionRising to popularity in the 19th centuryRecent studies show lack of evidenceOrigin of homeopathylInitial receptionRise to popularity in the 19th centuryLack of evidence in recent studies We strongly encourage students to use sources in their work. You
can cite our article (APA Style) or take a deep dive into the articles below. This Scribbr article Luo, A. (2024, October 08). Parallel Structure & Parallelism | Definition, Use & Examples. Scribbr. Retrieved 26 May 2025, from Sources Butterfield, J. (Ed.). (2015).Fowlers dictionary of modern English usage(4th ed.). Oxford University Press. Garner, B. A. (2016).Garners modern English usage (4th ed.). Oxford University Press. Parallel structure is a stylistic device, and a grammatical construction having two or more clauses, phrases or words, with similar
grammatical form and length. It is similar to parallelism.In parallel structure, sentences have a series of phrases or clauses, which start and end in almost a similar fashion, by keeping the rhythm of the lines. These structures are repetitions that offer an enjoyable time for the readers to absorb and understand ideas, facts, and concepts.Everyday Examples of Parallel StructureMany people like riding, hiking, biking, and swimming.The teacher told the students that they need to get up early in the morning, that they need to sleep properly, and that they need to
eat properly.The cat runs across the garden, jumps over to the plant, and moves down the road.I had been short, and now I was tall. I had been skinny and quiet and religious, and now I was good-looking and muscular. It was Sally Baldwin who brought me along, told me what to wear and do and think and say. She was never wrong; she never lost her patience. She created me, and when she was done we broke up in a formal sense, but she kept calling me.You can see how perfectly the author has repeated and emphasized the first two lines in the above
paragraph. The author has combined several elements, but given them a balance by parallel clauses.Example #2:Goodbye to Forty-Eighth Street (by E.B. White)The wheels wheeled, the chairs spun, the cotton candy tinted the faces of children, the bright leaves tinted the woods and hills. A cluster of amplifiers spread the theme of love over everything and everybody; the mild breeze spread the dust over everything and everybody. Next morning, in the Lafayette Hotel in Portland, I went down to breakfast and found May Craig looking solemn at one of the
tables and Mr. Murray, the auctioneer, looking cheerful at another.The above paragraph shows parallel structures. They not only give a balance, but also a grace to the passage by enhancing its readability.Example #3:0f Studies (by Francis Bacon)Read not to contradict and confute; nor to believe and take for granted; nor to find talk and discourse; but to weigh and consider.In these lines, the parallel structures use repetition to lay emphasis, and help the readers to memorize the sentences easily.Example #4:Great Expectations (by Charles Dickens)A fearful
man, all in coarse grey, with a great iron on his leg. A man with no hat, and with broken shoes, and with an old rag tied round his head. A man who had been soaked in water, and smothered in mud, and lamed by stones, and cut by flints, and stung by nettles, and torn by briars and glared and growled; and whose teeth chattered in his head as he seized me by the chin.This excerpt presents a perfect example of parallel structure, describing a convict who becomes Magwitch. Notice that the first three sentences, which start in a similar way, while the next
phrases follow another, similarstructure.Example #5:Still Life with Woodpecker (by Tom Robbins)Humanity has advanced, when it has advanced, not because it has been sober, responsible, and cautious, but because it has been playful, rebellious, and immature.This is another excellent example of parallel structure. These structures giverhythm to sentences and leaving them grammatically balanced.Example #6:We Real Cool (by Gwendolyn Brooks)We Real Cool. WeLeft school. WeLurk late. WeStrike straight. WeSing sin. WeThin gin. WeJazz June. WeDie
soon.The parallel structures in this short poem give it a little waltz and jingle feel. Each parallel sentence follows a basic pattern, starting with pronouns and ending with nouns and adverbs, except the first line, which ends with an adjective.Function of Parallel StructureParallel structure creates fluency in writing and enhances readability, as it uses patterns of words in a way that readers caneasily follow, and relate them to each other. It makes language appear refined, especially in writing and advertising. It also lends consistency to professional writing, as it
providesrhythm and balance that lead the readers to the exact idea, without any misguidance. In addition, parallel structures synchronize, repeat and emphasize the words and thoughts of the writers.Parallel structure means using words that are alike in form and length in sentences.Proverbs and famous quotes often use parallel structure to make their message stronger and clearer.Using the same kind of words together keeps sentences balanced and makes writing easier to read. In English grammar, parallel structureinvolves two or more words, phrases, or
clauses that are similar in length and grammatical form. Another word for parallel structure is parallelism. By convention, items in a series appear in parallel grammatical form: a noun is listed with other nouns, an -ing form with other -ing forms, and so on. "The use of parallel structures," saysAnn Raimes in Keys for Writers, "helps produce cohesion and coherence in a text." In traditional grammar, the failure to express such items in similar grammatical form is called faulty parallelism. Parallel structure can be observed in many forms of writing. Proverbs, for
example, provide a simple way to grasp the concept of parallel structure. - Easy come, easy go.- No pain, no gain.-Sometimes you win, sometimes you lose.- One man's trash is another man's treasure.- A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush. Quotes by authors and famous historical figures also illustrate the use of parallel structure. "Never hurry and never worry!"(Charlotte's advice to Wilbur in Charlotte's Web by E.B. White, 1952) "It is by logic we prove, but by intuition we discover."(Leonardo da Vinci) "We spend our youth attempting to change the
future, and the rest of our lives trying to preserve the past."(Arthur Bryant in Seventy-Seven Clocks by Christopher Fowler. Bantam, 2005) "Humanity has advanced, when it has advanced, not because it has been sober, responsible, and cautious, but because it has been playful, rebellious, and immature."(Tom Robbins, Still Life with Woodpecker, 1980) "When success happens to an English writer, he acquires a new typewriter. When success happens to an American writer, he acquires a new life."(Martin Amis, "Kurt Vonnegut: After the Slaughterhouse." The
Moronic Inferno. Jonathan Cape, 1986) "A good ad should be like a good sermon; it must not only comfort the afflictedit also must afflict the comfortable."(Bernice Fitz-Gibbon, Macy's, Gimbels, and Me: How to Earn $90,000 a Year in Retail Advertising. Simon and Schuster, 1967) "If you are idle, be not solitary; if you are solitary, be not idle."(Samuel Johnson, quoted by James Boswell in The Life of Samuel Johnson, 1791) "Read not to contradict and confute; nor to believe and take for granted; nor to find talk and discourse; but to weigh and consider."(Francis
Bacon, "Of Studies," 1625) "Those who write clearly have readers; those who write obscurely have commentators."(Attributed to Albert Camus) "I had been short, and now I was tall. I had been skinny and quiet and religious, and now I was good-looking and muscular. It was Sally Baldwin who brought me along, told me what to wear and do and think and say. She was never wrong; she never lost her patience. She created me, and when she was done we broke up in a formal sense, but she kept calling me."(Jane Smiley, Good Faith. Alfred A. Knopf, 2003) "The
wheels wheeled, the chairs spun, the cotton candy tinted the faces of children, the bright leaves tinted the woods and hills. A cluster of amplifiers spread the theme of love over everything and everybody; the mild breeze spread the dust over everything and everybody. Next morning, in the Lafayette Hotel in Portland, I went down to breakfast and found May Craig looking solemn at one of the tables and Mr. Murray, the auctioneer, looking cheerful at another."(E.B. White, "Goodbye to Forty-Eighth Street." Essays of E.B. White. Harper, 1977) To create parallel
structure, keep in mind that adjectives should be paralleled by adjectives, nouns by nouns, dependent clauses by dependent clauses, and so on. INCORRECT: Your new training program was stimulating and a challenge. (Adjective and noun, stimulating and challenge) CORRECT: Your new training program was stimulating and challenging. (Two adjectives, stimulating and challenging) Parallelism is especially important in displayed enumerations. POOR: This article will discuss:1. How to deal with corporate politics.2. Coping with stressful situations.3. What the
role of the manager should be in the community. BETTER: This article will discuss:1. Ways to deal with corporate politics.2. Techniques of coping with stressful situations.3. The role of the manager in the community. OR: This article will tell managers how to:1. Deal with corporate politics.2. Cope with stressful situations.3. Function in the community. (William A. Sabin, The Gregg Reference Manual, 10th ed. McGraw-Hill, 2005) "When you write a sentence with a series of clauses, make sure that they start and end the same way. If you don't, you destroy the
rhythm you've tried to establish. More important, if you use parallel structures your readers will have a more enjoyable time absorbing and understanding your facts, ideas, and concepts."(Robert M. Knight, A Journalistic Approach to Good Writing. Wiley, 2003) What is parallel structure (or parallelism)? And how does it work? Does it mean to use the same pattern of word to coney multiple ideas? And do these ideas have the same level of importance? Learn about parallel structure in this comprehensive guide. In English grammar, parallel structure (also
referred to as parallelism) is the repetition of the same grammatical structure in each part of a sentence. It means using the same pattern of words to convey that two or more ideas share the same level of importance. Parallel StructuresNon-examplesRitas chores include dusting, taking out the trash, and feeding the dog.Ritas chores include dusting, to take out the trash, and having to feed the dog. Not Parallel: I like to paint, jog, cook, and watching movies. Parallel: I like to paint, jog, cook, and watch movies. Here are some examples of parallel structure:
Words: Thinking/eating Infinites: To see/to understand Prepositional phrases: At the time/in the yard Subordinate clause: Because I care/after they met Here are some examples of elements that are not parallel: Thinking/to run To see/since I understand At the time/being here Because I care/to meet Using parallel structure has several benefits: The repetition of the grammatical structure creates a common word pattern and grammatical pattern throughout the sentence.Parallel structure can give a sense of rhythm and order to a sentence.Parallel structure
allows the writer to give equal importance to two or more ideas within a sentence.Using parallel structure improves the readability of a sentence. For example: Not Parallel: Participants in the workshop learned how to negotiate, communicate, and working collaboratively. Parallel: Participants in the workshop learned how to negotiate, communicate, and work collaboratively. Parallel: Participants in the workshop learned about negotiating, communicating, and working collaboratively. To create a parallel structure or parallelism, use the same pattern of words
to show that two or more ideas (words, phrases, or clauses) have the same importance. Match nouns, verb tenses, and conjunctions to form a parallel construction. Example 1: Not Parallel: Her shopping list for the party included: balloons, dessert, streamers, and chips. Parallel: Her shopping list for the party included: balloons, desserts, streamers, and chips. Example 2: Not Parallel: Sharon likes to read, write, and eating. Parallel: Sharon likes reading, writing, and eating. Example 3: Not Parallel: I enjoy neither exercise or playing video games. Parallel: I
enjoy neither exercising nor playing video games. Use parallel structure to connect two or more phrases or clauses joined with coordinating conjunctions for, nor, and, but, yet, or, or so. Example 1: Not Parallel: Her company and what its potential is are irrelevant to me. Parallel: Her company and its potential are irrelevant to me. Example 2: Not Parallel: Although she promised to, my best friend did not take me dancing or to a show. Parallel: Although she promised to, my best friend did not take me to a dance or a show. Use parallel structures when
comparing items in a list. Example 1: Not parallel: The tribes emphasized mutual aid, collective survival, and being responsible for each other. Parallel: The tribes emphasized mutual aid, collective survival, and responsibility for each other. Example 2: Not Parallel: Taylor criticizes public schools as they are compulsory, funded by the government, and destroy students humanity. Parallel: Taylor criticizes public schools as they are compulsory, government-funded, and normalizing. Parallel: Taylor criticizes public schools as they require students to attend,
receive money from the government, and destroy students humanity. Use parallel structure to connect two phrases or clauses with a word of comparison like than or as. Example 1: Not Parallel: David liked to dive better than swimming. Parallel: David liked to dive better than to swim. Parallel: David liked diving better than swimming. Example 2: Not Parallel: Esther said she would rather pay for her education than financial aid. Parallel: Esther said she would rather pay for her education than receive financial aid. Use parallel structure to join two or more
elements with a linking verb, where the first item is completed by the second one. Example 1: Not Parallel: To succeed is getting new opportunities. Parallel: To succeed is to get new opportunities. Example 2: Not Parallel: To be Graces friend means being constantly alert. Parallel: Being Graces friend means being constantly alert. Use parallel structures to connect to phrases or clauses with a correlative conjunction such as eitheror, not onlybut also, ifthen, neither thisnor. Example 1: Not Parallel: Ben not only wants fame but also money. Parallel: Ben wants
not only fame but also money. Parallel: Ben not only wants fame but also wants money. Example 2: Not Parallel: My dog neither likes to play fetch, nor chase cars. Parallel: My dog neither likes to play fetch nor likes to chase cars. How does parallel structure and parallel elements work with coordinating conjunctions?Coordinating conjunctions joinparallel elementsin a sentence. These elements should be in the same grammatical form (or parallel grammatical form). Should parallel structure be used with verb tense?Yes. Parallel structure should be used when
it comes to verb tense. More on sentence structure: In the following text, we will delve deeper into the usage of either or, including proper syntax, common mistakes, and examples to further your understanding. With this guidance, youll be able to effectively employ either or in your communication and enrich your language skills. EITHER OR OverviewDefinitionEitherrefers to any one of the two things or people.Eitheris always considered singular in a sentence.Either/oris a correlativeconjunction. We useeither/or for connect things which are the same types,
phrases, clauses, or words.Either:Option AOr:Option Bln this construct, Option A and Option B cannot coexist; choosing one means not choosing the other.StructureWhen examining the structure of either or decisions, we recognize a simple framework:Presentation of Choices:Identifying the two distinct options available.Mutual Exclusivity:Understanding that these options cannot occur simultaneously.Decision-Making Criterion:Criteria or factors that will influence the choice between the two.In a structured table, we might represent these elements as
follows:ElementDescriptionPresentation of ChoicesTwo separate and clear options are presented.Mutual ExclusivitySelecting one option inherently means not selecting the other.Decision-Making CriterionA set of considerations that guide which option is chosen.Example SentencesEitherheorshe cooks dinner.EitherMarkorSamuel will go.You caneithercome with me noworwalk home.They dont have enough time. They caneitherhave breakfast or have a shower.You caneithercall me at homeorthe office.Illeitherwrite to youorphone you next week.Life is a horse,
andeitheryou ride it or it rides you.Either/or vs. Neither/norWhen we make choices or distinguish between two options, we often use the conjunctionseither/orandneither/nor. These pairs are not interchangeable, but they follow similar structural rules. Lets explore how we use them.Either/oris used when we want to present two possible options, and the selection can be one or the other, but not both or neither. For instance:You can haveeitherapplesorbananas.It suggests a clear choice between apples and bananas.On the flip side,neither/noris the pairing we
use when excluding both possibilities offered. Its equivalent to saying not the one and also not the other:Neitherapplesnorbananas are available.Here, we convey that no apples or bananas are present.Here is a simple structure comparison:Either/orNeither/norEitherAorBNeitherAnorBImplies a choice between A and BImplies the exclusion of both A and BExample: Either tea or coffeeExample: Neither tea nor coffeeRemember thateithercan also stand alone as a response, implying one or the other is fine, whileneitherused alone means none of the options are
acceptable.Would you like tea or coffee?Eitheris fine.Do you want tea or coffee?Neither, thanks.Understanding how to use these conjunctions correctly allows us to convey our message more clearly and accurately. We can offer choices witheither/oror express a double negation withneither/noreffectively.Frequently Asked QuestionsWhat does the term either or signify in context?When we use the term either or in a conversation or in writing, were presenting two choices or alternatives. Essentially, it means that one of the two options must be chosen, but not
both. Its a way of emphasizing the fact that there are just two choices and that one must be picked.Can you give me some examples of using either or in a sentence?Certainly! Here are a few examples:You can either have ice cream or cake, but not both.We can either go to the movies tonight or stay home.Ill either read a book or watch a movie before going to bed.These sentences demonstrate how either or is used to present two distinct options and invite someone to make a choice between them.What are the grammatical rules for using either or in English?
When using either or in English sentences, you should be aware of the following rules:Place either before the first option and or before the second option.Ensure that the two options being presented are parallel in structure, meaning they have the same grammatical form.When using either or with plural nouns, the verb that follows the options should agree with the noun closer to it. For example, Either the cats or the dogisresponsible for the mess. Parallel structure means using the same pattern of words to show that two or more ideas have the same level of
importance. This can happen at the word, phrase, or clause level. The usual way to join parallel structures is with the use of coordinating conjunctions such as "and" or "or."Words and PhrasesWith the -ing form (gerund) of words:Parallel:Mary likes hiking, swimming, and bicycling.With infinitive phrases:Parallel:Mary likes to hike, to swim, and to ride a bicycle. OR Mary likes to hike, swim, and ride a bicycle.(Note: You can use "to" before all the verbs in a sentence or only before the first one.)Do not mix forms.Example 1Not Parallel: Mary likes hiking,
swimming, and to ride a bicycle.Parallel: Mary likes hiking, swimming, and riding a bicycle.Example 2Not Parallel: The production manager was asked to write his report quickly, accurately, and in a detailed manner.Parallel: The production manager was asked to write his report quickly, accurately, and thoroughly.Example 3Not Parallel: The teacher said that he was a poor student because he waited until the last minute to study for the exam, completed his lab problems in a careless manner, and his motivation was low.Parallel: The teacher said that he was a
poor student because he waited until the last minute to study for the exam, completed his lab problems in a careless manner, and lacked motivation.ClausesA parallel structure that begins with clauses must keep on with clauses. Changing to another pattern or changing the voice of the verb (from active to passive or vice versa) will break the parallelism.Example 1Not Parallel: The coach told the players that they should get a lot of sleep, that they should not eat too much, and to do some warm-up exercises before the game.Parallel: The coach told the players
that they should get a lot of sleep, that they should not eat too much, and that they should do some warm-up exercises before the game. or Parallel: The coach told the players that they should get a lot of sleep, not eat too much, and do some warm-up exercises before the game.Example 2Not Parallel: The salesman expected that he would present his product at the meeting, that he would have time to show his slide presentation, and that questions would be asked by prospective buyers. (passive)Parallel: The salesman expected that he would present his product
at the meeting, that he would have time to show his slide presentation, and that prospective buyers would ask him questions.Lists After a ColonBe sure to keep all the elements in a list in the same form.Example 1Not Parallel: The dictionary can be used to find these: word meanings, pronunciations, correct spellings, and looking up irregular verbs.Parallel: The dictionary can be used to find these: word meanings, pronunciations, correct spellings, and irregular verbs.Proofreading Strategies to Try:Skim your paper, pausing at the words "and" and "or." Check on
each side of these words to see whether the items joined are parallel. If not, make them parallel.If you have several items in a list, put them in a column to see if they are parallel.Listen to the sound of the items in a list or the items being compared. Do you hear the same kinds of sounds? For example, is there a series of "-ing" words beginning each item? Or do you hear a rhythm being repeated? If something is breaking that rhythm or repetition of sound, check to see if it needs to be made parallel. When a sentence works, you probably dont notice it. But when
a sentence is erratic and uneven, it sticks outeven if you cant always pinpoint why. A great tool writers can use to create even, seamless sentences is parallel structure. Once youre able to identify parallelism in sentences and in storytelling, youll find your prose carries itself a lot more smoothly across the page.Well guide you through everything you need to know about using parallel structure, the different types of parallel elements youll see in writing, and some effective examples. Parallel structure, sometimes called parallelism, means balancing words,
phrases, or ideas to make them seem equally important. When referring to grammar, parallel structure means using two or more phrases that match in grammatical structure and verb tense. When referring to fiction writing, parallel structure puts two stories or subplots side by side to enhance the storys theme.In both cases, parallel construction has a satisfying effect because it appeals to our innate human need for patterns. Consider the following examples:I went into town today to pick up groceries, my dry cleaning, and make an appointment.I went into
town today to go grocery shopping, pick up my dry cleaning, and make an appointment.The first example reads a bit wonky, but it might not be immediately obvious why: Its lacking a verb in the second list item, which makes the sentence feel unbalanced. The second example uses three infinitive verbs in succession: go, pick up, and make.It works the same if you put the verbs into the past tense:Today I went grocery shopping, collected my dry cleaning, and made an appointment.Went, collected, and made. These verbs all follow a consistent, satisfying pattern
and have equal importance in the sentence.Because verb tenses can be so challenging to learn, they often reveal when someone isnt a native English speaker. If English is your second or third language and you want your writing to read more smoothly, pay extra attention to the grammatical form of your parallel phrases and sentences.Well look at more parallel structure examples below.Why is parallel structure a useful tool for writers?Parallel constructionwhether through sentence structure or storytellingis always effective because it creates prose thats
balanced, rhythmic, and has meaning with balance, rhythm, and meaning (did you see the parallel structure in the three list items?).Readers have a natural inclination towards identifying and forming patterns, and so we unconsciously seek them out when we read. Even if a sentence is grammatically correct, readers want that satisfying feeling of a pattern falling into place. Thats why balanced, rhythmic, and has meaning is so jarring; the first two items are adjectives, while has meaning is a verb followed by a noun. Whether or not youre able to identify these
grammatical parts by name, youll likely be able to see an uncomfortable rupture occurring after the second word.Likewise, these patterns make readers more receptive to a storys deeper truth. When you use parallel structure in the way you plot your story, you can make the social or personal message behind your words even more powerful. Well take a closer look at parallelism in stories below.The two types of parallel structureYou can use parallel structure on a grammatical line level or on a broader story level. Lets examine each one.1. Parallel sentence
structureWe saw above that parallelism uses the same grammatical structure in a balanced, satisfying way. There are a few different ways you can do this depending on where the parallelism occurs and what effect youre trying to create in your writing.AnaphoraAnaphora is a poetic device which opens lines with repeated words, phrases, or clauses. This type of parallel structure creates an immediate pattern in the speakers mind.Heres an example of anaphora in J.D. Salingers The Catcher in the Rye:It rained on his lousy tombstone, and it rained on the grass
on his stomach. It rained all over the place.Anaphora is popular in speeches too, because it gives an idea extra impact.EpistropheEpistrophe is the opposite effect; it uses repeated words or phrases at the end of a sentence, rather than at the beginning.Heres what epistrophe looks like in John Steinbecks The Grapes of Wrath:Wherever theys a fight so hungry people can eat, Ill be there. Wherever theys a cop beatin up a guy, Il be there. If Casy knowed, why, Ill be in the way guys yell when theyre mad anlll be in the way kids laugh when theyre hungry an they
know suppers ready. An when our folks eat the stuff they raise an live in the houses they build, why, Ill be there.The phrases ending in Ill be there are all parallel sentences.AntithesisThis type of parallelism is used to portray two contradictory ideas. Its particularly popular in religious and social teachings.Consider the following example from Martin Luther King Jrs speech:We must learn to live together as brothers or perish together as fools.He uses the parallel verb phrases to live and to perish to create a pattern that calls his audience to action.SynonymThis
rhetorical device uses synonyms, rather than antonyms, to show the importance of an idea.Heres an example from a Biblical proverb:An evildoer listens to wicked lips, a liar pays attention to a destructive tongue.In this example, the parallel elements of an evildoer and a liar are portrayed synonymously, as are wicked lips and a destructive tongue. It uses a parallel phrase to reiterate an important social idea. Notice how the grammatical form of each idea matches: listens and pays attention.Were the writing community youve been looking for. Write, make
friends, perfect your craft, meet beta readers, and become the best writer you can be!Join for free today EscalationThis type of parallelism uses escalating ideas to create a climactic intensity in a sentence or paragraph. This is sometimes called auxesis or crescendo.Heres an example of escalating parallel structure from Shakespeares Richard II:Today, today, unhappy day too late, Overthrows thy joys, friends, fortune, and thy state.Here, the events of the unhappy day disrupt the characters personal happiness, then their relationships, their financial stability,
and finally the broader social order.2. Parallel story structureYou can use parallel structures on a wider story level, too. Just like parallelism in grammar can make a sentence more resonant and memorable, writing parallel structures into your plot can help get your message across even more effectively.Here are a few ways you can incorporate parallel story structure.Dual timelinesDual timelines are a popular trend in historical fiction novels. You have two stories going on: one set in the distant past, and one set in either the present or the less-distant past. It
might be an intergenerational story, such as that of a grandmother and a granddaughter, or two people who are connected because they live in the same building two hundred years apart.This method allows you to explore the same themes and ideas through two sets of characters, conflicts, and settings. You can explore parallel social issues that exist in two different time periods; for example, maybe the grandmother is a suffragette fighting for womens rights while the granddaughter, years later, is fighting for gender equality in her workplace. Or, you could
explore classic themes that are timeless no matter where and when you are such as family, love, heritage, or identity. Your stories dont always need to be set in different time periods. You can also have a subplot surrounding a supporting character that parallels the central plot of your main character.For example, maybe your main character goes to the library and buries themselves in work to avoid their primary conflict. There, they realize that the librarian is doing the same thing, despite a persistent love interest desperate to sweep her off her feet. By
drawing a connection between these two different stories, the protagonist can learn things about themselves that they might not have otherwise; and, your books themewhether its about love, life, trust, or freedomwill resonate with the reader even more deeply.Dual perspectivesSome stories have two main plots rather than a main plot and a subplot. This is especially popular in romance novels, where the story will follow each of the two lovers journeys. You also see this in serials, such as the TV series Gilmore Girls. This show follows a mother and a daughter,
and often the episodes will feature two parallel storylines as each main character explores a similar personal conflict.With this approach, you have two independent opportunities to explore similar themes and ideas. For example, if your theme has to do with social class, you could feature a perspective of a wealthy, upper class character and the perspective of a poor, lower class character. By drawing parallels between the journey each character takes to understanding, you can show the reader the humanity that exists across the class divide.Regardless of
whether your story is set across one setting or several, one point-of-view character or more, see if there are ways you can create parallels in the events of your plot. These parallels are the things that readers will unconsciously remember as they consider what theyve gained from their experience with your story.Examples of parallelism in sentence structureWe see parallel construction in our day-to-day language all the time; it creates some of our most memorable inspiring quotes and catchphrases. For example, look at Neil Armstrongs famous line, Thats one
small step for man, one giant leap for mankind. Each clause follows the same form, but inverts small for giant to create a powerful antithetical impact.Parallelism is a useful tool in speeches and calls to action, too. Winston Churchill used the rhetorical device anaphora in his famous speech from 1940:We shall fight on the beaches. We shall fight on the landing grounds. We shall fight in the fields and in the streets. We shall fight in the hills. We shall never surrender.Heres a similar effect in Maya Angelous poem A Brave and Startling Truth:When the rapacious
storming of the churchesThe screaming racket in the temples have ceasedWhen the pennants are waving gailyWhen the banners of the world trembleStoutly in the good, clean breezeNotice how the repeating words drive the thematic ideas home even further and immerse the reader or listener more deeply in the speakers voice.Examples of parallelism in storytellingYou can achieve a similar effect through parallels in character, conflict, and plot. Here are a few parallelism examples to consider:Janet Skeslien Charless novel The Paris Library follows the
parallel stories of an elderly woman and a teenager. The older woman helps the younger learn from her mistakes, especially when it comes to friendship, loyalty, and betrayal. This story effectively shows how you can illustrate different outcomes born out of different choices.William Goldmans The Princess Bride has two stories as well: an external framing story and an interior story. On the surface, theyre as different as can bea bitter, disillusioned writer and a swashbuckling farm boy turned pirate. However, both follow similar themes of transformation and
the loss of innocence. Exploring these themes in two very different ways helps make them even more powerful to the reader.In The Invisible Life of Addie LaRue by V.E. Schwab, two point-of-view characters are cursed in different ways. One is doomed never to be remembered, while the other is doomed to always be remembered through the fractured lens of desire. Each wants to be truly seen for who they are. Their journeys follow similar paths as they navigate their search for identity and human connection.Parallelism might be the key to your storyWeve
seen that parallel construction can make a big impact on your sentences, especially when youre trying to make a connection with your reader or listener. It can also be a useful literary device when it comes to structuring your plot. By finding opportunities to create parallels in your writing, you can catch your readers attention and make their experience even more memorable. powered by LanguageTool Parallel structure refers to words, phrases, or clauses in a sentence that are similar in grammatical form. Parallel structure improves readability, so its a good
idea to include it in your writing. Using parallel structure in your writing can improve readability. The human brain appreciates patterns. In fact, it craves it. Thats why including parallel structures in your writing significantly enhances your text. You may be wondering what exactly is a parallel structure, and how can you include it in your writing? Below, well provide answers and examples.What Is Parallel Structure?Parallel structurealso known as parallelism or parallel constructionrefers to a balance (or pattern) within elements of a sentence, like part of
speech and verb tense. In other words, when writing a sentence, particularly one with some sort of list, the words, phrases, or clauses should be similar to one another. Parallel structures make your sentence easier to read, and also shows that every listed word or idea is equally important.When writing parallel structures, the rule of thumb is that nouns should be listed with other nouns, verbs with other verbs, and so on and so forth. Lets review the following example:The sentence above is not parallel because the phrase in a careful manner is preceded by
two adverbs. To make it parallel, you would just have to convert the last element of the list into an adverb.Similarly, if a parallel construction begins with a clause, it must only include similar clauses.In the sentence above, to do some breathing exercises breaks the previously set pattern. Additionally, if you start a parallel structure with an active voice, do not switch to the passive voice. Parallel Structure ExamplesParallel structures are often used as a rhetorical device. Its just one of the many writing hacks you can use to strengthen your text. Below youll find
famous examples of sayings and proverbs that employ parallel structure:Easy come, easy go.No pain, no gain.You win some, you lose some.The patterns in these sayings are easy to detect. Take the last example; it wouldnt roll off the tongue as easily if it read you win some, sometimes you lose. Parallel Structure in WritingRemember, when using parallel structures in writing, consistency is key. Once you start a list, stick to the same elements. This makes your text cohesive, and therefore easy to process and understand. Heres one last example of parallel
structure in writing:LanguageTool is a text editor that corrects spelling mistakes, fixes grammatical errors, and suggests stylistic improvements. Gina Gina holds a Bachelor of Arts in English. With a passion for creating art with words, she spends her free time reading and writing. And no, we didnt force her to say that. You can find her strolling the shorelines with her loyal canine companion, Mango, or (painfully) cheering on her favorite team, the Miami Dolphins. Weve made a mistake, forgotten about an important detail, or havent managed to get the point
across? Lets help each other to perfect our writing.
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