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Rory	McIlroy	was	left	unimpressed	by	the	scandal(Image:	Getty	Images)Dustin	Johnson's	victory	at	the	last	U.S.	Open	at	Oakmont	wasn't	just	a	win.The	American	golfing	star	also	triggered	a	rule	change	in	the	sport	following	an	extraordinary	conclusion	to	the	116th	edition	of	the	event.	Johnson's	2016	triumph	was	marred	by	heated	exchanges	of
shock	and	disbelief,	with	Rory	McIlroy,	who	was	seemingly	snubbed	by	Donald	Trump	over	the	weekend,	among	those	involved	in	the	fiery	debate.While	the	record	books	simply	state	that	the	former	world	No.	1	overtook	overnight	leader	Shane	Lowry	to	win	by	three	strokes,	they	don't	capture	the	controversy	and	chaos	that	followed	Johnson
throughout	his	final	round	of	the	tournament,	causing	uproar	among	his	fellow	players.READ	MORE:	Scottie	Scheffler	continuing	to	have	the	last	laugh	over	Phil	Mickelson	predictionREAD	MORE:	Tiger	Woods'	son	Charlie's	'I'm	broke'	claim	as	true	net	worth	clear	after	trust	fund	revelationThe	turmoil	began	on	his	fifth	green	when	he	was	penalized
for	allegedly	moving	his	ball	a	tiny	bit.After	making	two	practice	strokes,	Johnson	saw	the	ball	move	as	he	was	about	to	address	it.	He	stepped	back,	insisting	he	hadn't	addressed	the	ball,	and	a	rules	official	who	was	consulted	cleared	him	of	any	violation,	as	did	his	playing	partner	Lee	Westwood.However,	officials	who	reviewed	video	evidence	later
informed	the	eventual	champion	seven	holes	later	that	he	might	actually	be	subject	to	a	penalty.Dustin	Johnson's	win	at	Oakmont	was	his	first	major	title(Image:	Getty	Images)This	caused	a	flurry	of	confusion.	Suddenly,	no	one	knew	exactly	where	they	stood	in	the	standings.	The	tournament	concluded	with	no	one	actually	knowing	Johnson's	official
total.He	finished	the	event	with	a	four-stroke	lead	over	his	competitors,	but	a	post-game	chat	with	USGA	officials	led	to	a	score	correction	on	the	par-four	fifth,	changing	it	from	a	four	to	a	five	and	narrowing	his	win	to	just	three	strokes.The	controversy	didn't	sit	well	with	fellow	players.	McIlroy	blasted	the	organizers	as	"amateur"	and	even	tweeted
that	he	would've	halted	play	at	the	12th,	refusing	to	take	another	shot	until	the	"farce	was	rectified."Jordan	Spieth	criticized	the	decision	as	"a	joke"	while	Rickie	Fowler	described	the	situation	as	"completely	ridiculous"	and	"laughable."In	his	typical	easygoing	manner,	Johnson	brushed	off	the	incident	after	the	victory,	saying:	"At	that	point,	I	just
thought	I'd	deal	with	it	when	I'm	done.	I	tried	to	block	it	out	and	not	let	it	bother	me."The	USGA	later	issued	an	apologetic	statement:	"Upon	reflection,	we	regret	the	distraction	caused	by	our	decision	to	wait	until	the	end	of	the	round	to	decide	on	the	ruling."It	is	normal	for	rulings	based	on	video	evidence	to	await	the	end	of	a	round,	when	the	matter
can	be	discussed	with	the	player	before	the	score	card	is	returned."While	our	focus	on	getting	the	ruling	correct	was	appropriate,	we	created	uncertainty	about	where	players	stood	on	the	leader	board	after	we	informed	Dustin	on	the	12th	tee	that	his	actions	on	the	fifth	green	might	lead	to	a	penalty."This	created	unnecessary	ambiguity	for	Dustin
and	the	other	players,	as	well	as	spectators	on-site,	and	those	watching	and	listening	on	television	and	digital	channels."The	bitter	fallout	was	so	severe	that	rules	were	changed	six	months	later	to	prevent	similar	confusing	and	infuriating	situations.	The	USGA,	in	partnership	with	The	R&A,	took	action	to	avoid	future	controversies	by	declaring	that,
starting	January	1,	2017,	tournament	officials	at	all	levels	could	implement	a	Local	Rule	that	removes	the	penalty	when	a	ball	is	accidentally	moved	on	a	putting	green.	OAKMONT,	Pa	Rory	McIlroys	media	availability,	in	the	parlance	of	big-time	sports,	has	taken	on	all	the	intrigue	of	a	papal	conclave.	In	the	latter	process,	the	world	waits	anxiously	as
the	College	of	Cardinals	elects	a	new	pope;	in	the	former,	a	couple	dozen	sweaty	reporters	in	logoed	golf	shirts	and	sensible	walking	shoes	wait	anxiously	to	see	if	the	reigning	Masters	champion,	world	No.	2	and	undisputed	best	chitchatter	in	golf	will	spill	a	few	quotes	after	his	round.Thats	a	striking	development,	because	among	McIlroys
embarrassment	of	talents	is	his	gift	for	gabbing,	with	great	insight	and	generosity.	In	2024	alone,	McIlroy	took	the	podium	at	97	tournament	press	conferences,	including	a	minimum	of	four	times	at	each	of	the	four	majors,	according	to	an	analysis	of	transcripts	archived	by	ASAP	Sports	and	Tee	Scripts.	McIlroys	career	tournament	presser	tally?	A
whopping	1,516,	dating	to	the	2007	Open	Championship,	which	he	played	in	(and	spoke	at)	as	a	baby-faced	18-year-old	amateur.McIlroys	media	reticence	began	at	the	PGA	Championship	last	month,	when	he	declined	to	chat	after	each	of	his	four	rounds,	later	explaining	that	he	was	irritated	that	news	of	his	failed	driver	test	had	leaked	before	the
tournament.	I	didnt	want	to	get	up	there	and	say	something	that	I	regretted,	he	said.	In	McIlroys	next	start,	the	RBC	Canadian	Open	in	Toronto,	he	spoke	before	the	tournament	and	after	each	of	his	first	two	rounds.	When	asked	in	his	pre-tournament	scrum	how	much	responsibility	he	feels	players	shoulder	to	make	themselves	available	to	the	media,
McIlroy	said	he	understood	the	importance	and	benefit	of	talking	to	the	press	but	until	the	organizations	that	run	tournaments	make	it	mandatory	for	players	to	fill	notebooks,	youre	going	to	have	guys	skip	from	time	to	time,	and	thats	well	within	our	rights.On	a	steamy	Thursday	afternoon	at	Oakmont	Country	Club,	the	game	of	will-he-or-wont-he	was
fully	on.	McIlroy	had	just	signed	for	an	opening	four-over	74	at	the	125th	U.S.	Open,	a	Jekyll-and-Hyde	round	in	which	he	played	his	first	nine	holes	(Oakmonts	easier	back	nine)	in	a	bogey-free	two	under	before	needing	41	swipes	(six	over)	to	play	his	second	nine.Over	those	latter	nine	holes,	McIlroy	had	been	thoroughly	Oakmonted:	on	the	par-5	4th,
he	needed	three	swings	to	extract	his	ball	from	the	suffocating	right	rough.	On	the	par-3	6th,	he	pushed	a	4-footer	on	the	slick	surface,	then,	at	the	par-4	7th,	yanked	a	6-footer.	On	the	par-3	8th,	more	messiness:	After	flaring	his	tee	shot	into	the	right	rough,	McIlroy	undercut	his	ensuing	chip	and	was	still	short	of	the	green.	Another	chip	and	two	putts
later,	and	McIlroy	had	his	first	double	of	the	championship.	After	a	smashed	drive	at	9	that	left	him	152	yards	to	his	target,	McIlroy	hit	another	loose	iron,	coming	up	short	and	right	of	the	green.	When	he	arrived	at	his	ball,	McIlroy	waited	more	than	5	minutes	to	play	his	third	shot	(his	partner	Justin	Rose	was	chewing	clock	on	his	way	to	double-bogey
6	and	a	77).	McIlroy	spent	less	of	that	time	reading	his	line	than	he	did	gazing	toward	the	back	of	the	expansive	9th	green,	which	is	used	as	a	practice	area.	Collin	Morikawa	was	getting	dialed.	Corey	Conners,	too.	In	the	middle	of	the	crowd	of	players,	caddies	and	coaches	rapping	20-footers	was	the	player	McIlroy	and	the	rest	of	his	peers	are
chasing:	Scottie	Scheffler.	The	world	No.	1	was	clad	in	muted	tones,	but	still,	McIlroy	couldnt	have	missed	him.	Very	worrying:	TV	analyst	laments	Rory	McIlroys	low	energy	at	U.S.	Open	By:	Kevin	Cunningham	Several	minutes	later,	McIlroy	was	signing	his	card	in	the	scoring	cabin	just	beyond	the	9th	green.	The	walkway	that	separates	that	hut	from
the	slate-roofed	clubhouse	was	teeming	with	life:	players;	caddies;	players	wives;	Mark	Steinberg	in	a	Sun	Day	Red	polo;	new	LIV	CEO	Scott	ONeil	holding	court;	and,	yes,	a	pack	of	ink-stained	wretches	awaiting	McIlroy.	After	several	more	minutes,	McIlroy	emerged	from	scoring	with	his	manager,	Sean	OFlaherty.	They	strolled	past	McIlroys	would-
be	inquisitors,	up	a	short	flight	of	stairs	and	disappeared	into	the	clubhouse.Would	McIlroy	return?	The	media	scrum	waited	a	few	minutes.	Then	a	few	minutes	more.	Finally,	word	surfaced,	by	way	of	a	USGA	media	official,	that	McIlroy	would	not	be	talking.On	Tuesday,	when	McIlroy	did	talk,	he	was	asked	how	he	has	managed	the	demands	on	his
time	in	the	wake	of	his	historic	Masters	win.Basically	saying	no	to	every	request	that	comes	in,	trying	to	get	home	as	much	as	possible,	and	trying	to	do	the	things	that	I	enjoy,	he	said.	That	was	one	of	my	goals	for	this	year	was	to	have	more	fun,	and	thats	what	Im	trying	to	do.His	Thursday	looked	fun	for	nine	holes.	Then	not	so	much.Friday	is	a	new
day.	It	has	been	days	since	the	2023	US	Open	ended,	but	the	chaos	surrounding	the	event	is	far	from	simmering	down.	One	golfer	who	is	at	the	center	of	it	all	is	World	No.	3	Rory	McIlroy,	who	missed	the	chance	to	nab	his	fifth	major	by	just	one	stroke.Last	Sunday,	during	the	final	round,	the	34-year-old	became	the	center	of	controversy	following	an
unexpected	embedded-ball	incident.	Now,	per	reports,	McIlroy	may	soon	come	under	inspection	for	the	same.	So	what	went	down	at	the	LACC	during	McIlroys	last	round?	Why	has	it	sparked	a	debate	in	the	golf	community?	Lets	jump	in	to	find	out	more!ADVERTISEMENTArticle	continues	below	this	adRory	McIlroy	sparks	an	online	debate	with	his
actions	at	the	LACCJust	days	ago,	at	the	LACC,	Rory	McIlroy	came	very	close	to	ending	his	major	drought.	As	the	heated	battle	between	McIlroy	and	eventual	winner	Wyndham	Clark	raged	on,	the	golfer	ended	up	making	a	miscalculated	wedge	on	the	par-5	14th	hole.The	golfers	shot	at	the	612-yard	par-5	vanished	from	sight	after	landing,	resulting	in
him	frantically	looking	for	his	ball	in	the	fescue	above	the	bunker.	McIlroys	Taylormade	was	subsequently	discovered	embedded	in	the	grass	just	above	the	bunkers	edge.	Next,	a	rules	official	at	the	venue	even	gave	him	a	free	drop!	After	stamping	the	balls	pitch	mark	with	a	tee	and	identifying	it,	the	golfer	was	allowed	to	move	the	ball	one	club	length
closer	to	the	hole.	Many	took	issue	with	what	McIlroy	did	next,	including	a	YouTuber	called	Big	Boy	Pants	Golf.On	Friday,	the	internet	personality	took	to	the	social	media	platform	to	reveal	an	alleged	conversation	between	him	and	a	USGA	official	regarding	the	entire	fiasco.	When	I	read	the	rules	in	terms	of	16.3	[the	embedded	golf	ball	rule],	it	says
the	reference	point	is	right	behind	the	ball	and	you	get	a	club	length	from	there,	he	inquired.	So,	I	dont	understand	from	watching	the	video	footage	how	Rory	was	able	to	almost	be	on	the	fringe	of	the	putting	green.Also	Read:	I	Wanted	Him	to	Hear	That:	After	Firing	an	Obscene	Remark,	Justin	Thomas	Gets	Exposed	by	Wyndham	Clark	With	a
Response	Much	Loved	by	the	Golf	CommunityI	think	it	was	ultimately	an	incorrect	drop	at	the	direction	of	a	referee,	the	USGA	representative	that	he	was	presumably	talking	to	could	be	heard	replying.	Golf	fans	now	await	to	see	if	any	action	will	be	taken	against	McIlroy	down	the	road.What	does	the	USGAs	embedded	golf	ball	rule	say?During	the	US
Opens	final	round,	Rory	McIlroy	was	allowed	free	relief	after	his	ball	was	identified	as	being	embedded.	Rule	16.3	of	the	USGA	offers	respite	for	balls	immersed	anywhere	in	the	general	area,	except	for	sand.	If	embedded	in	the	sand,	the	golfer	either	has	to	play	it	as	it	is	or	deem	it	unplayable,	leading	to	a	penalty	stroke.	However,	the	rule	official
decided	that	the	4-time	major	winners	ball	wasnt	in	the	sand	but	above	the	bunker	instead.ADVERTISEMENTArticle	continues	below	this	adUSA	Today	via	ReutersJun	18,	2023;	Los	Angeles,	California,	USA;	Rory	McIlroy	reacts	after	putting	on	the	eighteenth	green	during	the	final	round	of	the	U.S.	Open	golf	tournament	at	Los	Angeles	Country	Club.
Mandatory	Credit:	Michael	Madrid-USA	TODAY	SportsThe	US	Open	wasnt	the	only	major	in	2023	that	saw	a	player	receive	a	free	drop.	In	Mays	PGA	Championship,	golfers	Viktor	Hovland	and	Corey	Conners	also	got	relief	after	their	fairway	bunker	shots	got	lodged	in	the	edge	of	the	16th	hole	at	Oak	Hill.As	for	McIlroy,	the	free	relief	didnt	do	any
wonders	for	him.	He	eventually	made	a	bogey,	falling	behind	Wyndham	Clark,	who	went	on	to	lift	the	trophy.ADVERTISEMENTArticle	continues	below	this	adWatch	This	Story:Slip	Up	or	Make	a	Mistake:	Rory	McIlroy	His	Mindset	During	the	Heartbreaking	MatchDo	you	think	the	free	relief	awarded	to	Rory	McIlroy	during	the	US	Open	was	unfair?
Tell	us	in	the	comments!The	story	of	Rory	McIlroy	and	Augusta	National	is	a	romantic	comedy,	desperately	searching	for	its	happy	ending.And	in	true	rom-com	style,	they	got	off	on	the	wrong	foot.5A	curly-haired	McIlroy	first	graced	Augusta	National	16	years	agoCredit:	AFP5It	would	end	up	being	the	start	of	a	long	and	depressing	story	for	the
teenagerCredit:	GettyMcIlroys	misery	around	the	most	famous	golf	course	on	earth	is	well	documented,	with	most	dating	it	back	to	that	infamous	collapse	in	round	four	of	the	2011	Masters.Carrying	a	four-shot	lead	into	the	final	round,	the	Northern	Irishman	produced	the	mother	of	all	golfing	nightmares	and	finished	ten	shots	behind	the	eventual
winner.It	has	haunted	him	ever	since	-	with	a	Green	Jacket	the	only	thing	separating	him	from	golfing	immortality	as	the	sixth	man	ever	to	win	the	career	grand	slam.But	McIlroys	complicated	relationship	with	Augusta	National	actually	began	in	2009	-	on	his	Masters	debut.The	world-famous	venue	is	an	intimidating	place	for	any	golfer	to	be	for	the
first	time.Unlike	most	of	the	increasingly-physical	tests	on	the	PGA	Tour,	Georgia's	hallowed	grounds	place	an	emphasis	on	course	knowledge	and	golfing	IQ.Augusta	National	is	also,	probably,	the	strictest	enforcer	of	rules	in	all	of	sport.It's	not	just	the	fans	who	have	to	worry	-	putting	their	mobile	phones	in	lockers	and	avoiding	running	at	all	costs.
Its	the	players,	too.Just	ask	Jason	Day,	who	had	to	remove	a	bold	sweater	vest	during	round	three	of	the	2024	Masters.And	if	there	is	any	suggestion	the	rules	of	golf	have	been	violated	during	the	tournament,	what	follows	is	something	not	too	dissimilar	to	a	criminal	court	case.5Woods'	drop	on	15	in	2013	is	the	stuff	of	legendCredit:	Getty	Images	-
GettyThe	most	famous	instance	is	Tiger	Woods	at	the	2013	Masters,	when	a	bad	drop	resulted	in	a	12-hour	news	scandal	about	whether	he	would	be	disqualified.Chairman	Fred	Ridley	called	a	press	conference	to	address	the	clubs	decision	to	keep	Woods	in	the	tournament	amid	widespread	controversy.And	the	same	thing	happened	to	McIlroy	in
2009.At	the	end	of	his	second-round,	a	19-year-old	McIlroy	kicked	the	sand	in	a	bunker	on	the	18th	hole	after	failing	to	escape	the	trap	on	his	first	attempt.With	another	bunker	shot	still	to	be	played,	some	questioned	whether	the	debutant	had	inadvertently	broken	the	rule	on	testing	the	surface.If	so,	McIlroy	would	have	signed	an	incorrect	scorecard
by	not	giving	himself	a	one-shot	penalty	-	and	that	would	result	in	disqualification.5McIlroy	found	trouble	in	a	bunker	-	but	that	was	only	the	startCredit:	Getty5It	was	deemed	McIlroy	made	no	attempt	to	improve	his	situation	for	the	next	shotCredit:	AFPAfter	four-and-a-half	hours	of	deliberation	among	the	rules	committee,	McIlroy	was	called	back	to
Augusta	National	long	after	his	round	had	finished	for	questioning.The	golfer	was	adamant	he	was	acting	out	of	habit	by	smoothing	the	sand	with	his	foot	after	hitting	a	bunker	shot.Chairman	Ridley	said:	"A	question	was	raised	regarding	Rory	McIlroy's	actions."The	Rules	of	Golf	(13-4)	prohibit	a	player	from	testing	the	condition	of	a	hazard	before
playing	a	stroke	in	the	hazard."The	decisions	interpreting	the	rule	state	that	kicking	the	ground	in	the	hazard	constitutes	testing	the	condition."However,	the	rules	allow	the	player	to	smooth	sand	or	soil	in	the	hazard	after	making	a	stroke	provided	that,	with	regard	to	his	next	stroke,	nothing	is	done	to	improve	the	position	or	lie	of	his	ball,	the	area	of
his	intended	swing,	his	line	of	play	or	a	reasonable	extension	of	his	line	beyond	the	hole	or	the	area	in	which	he	is	drop	or	place	a	ball.Four-time	major	winner	reveals	the	KEY	change	in	Rory	McIlroy	that	means	he	could	finally	end	his	Masters	heartache	"At	the	request	of	the	committee,	McIlroy	returned	to	the	club	at	approximately	8.40pm,	met	with
the	committee	and	reviewed	the	CBS	tape."Based	on	the	tape	and	Mr	McIlroy's	statement	of	what	had	taken	place	after	he	played	the	shot	it	was	determined	that	no	violation	of	the	rules	had	occurred."Having	been	cleared	to	play	the	weekend,	McIlroy	finished	in	a	tie	for	20th	after	a	couple	of	under-par	rounds	on	Saturday	and	Sunday.The	eventual
winner	was	Angel	Cabrera	-	who	might	be	the	only	man	bringing	a	more	newsworthy	story	to	Augusta	National	than	McIlroy	this	year.Rory	McIlroy	was	caught	out	in	2019.	(Image:	Getty	Images)The	Open	at	Royal	Portrush	is	set	to	be	a	formidable	challenge,	with	players	immediately	facing	a	stern	test	as	they	tee	off.	The	opening	hole	at	is	notorious
for	making	even	the	most	seasoned	golfers	jittery,	and	its	design,	controversially	featuring	out-of-bounds	on	both	sides,	leaves	no	margin	for	error	right	from	shot	number	one.Rory	McIlroy,	fresh	from	completing	his	career	Grand	Slam,	knows	all	too	well	the	perils	of	Hughie's	hole	after	a	disastrous	start	in	the	previous	Open	held	there.	In	2019,	the
five-time	major	champion's	first	drive	disastrously	veered	left	into	the	out-of-bounds,	culminating	in	a	quadruple	bogey	eight	that	set	a	grim	tone	for	the	rest	of	his	play.That	initial	blunder	contributed	to	McIlroy	missing	the	cut,	much	to	the	dismay	of	the	local	Northern	Irish	supporters.This	week,	McIlroy	revisited	that	painful	memory	from	six	years
ago,	confessing	he	tries	to	block	out	the	tumultuous	beginning.	"I	remember	the	ovation	I	got	on	the	first	tee	on	Thursday	and	not	being	prepared	for	it	or	not	being	ready	for	how	I	was	going	to	feel	or	what	I	was	going	to	feel,	he	said."Then	the	golf	on	Thursday	feels	like	a	bit	of	a	blur.	I	try	to	forget	that	part	of	it."Even	top-tier	golfers	prefer	a	safety
margin	along	one	side	of	the	hole,	but	No.	1's	layout	ensures	any	misfire	is	costly.The	first	tee	is	a	tough	test.	(Image:	Getty	Images)The	first	hole,	stretching	420	yards,	presents	challenges	beyond	the	internal	out-of-bounds.	Shots	down	the	centre	are	not	without	risk	due	to	the	notorious	Open	pot	bunkers.The	bunker	on	the	left,	located	at	the	290-
yard	point,	poses	the	greatest	threat.Finding	oneself	in	this	bunker	can	be	as	detrimental	as	hitting	out-of-bounds,	with	three-time	Open	champion	Sir	Nick	Faldo	advising	players	to	"respect"	the	pot	bunkers.	A	ball	landing	in	one	often	results	in	a	penalty-like	situation,	necessitating	an	escape	shot	that's	either	backwards	or	sideways.Approaching	the
first	hole	during	practice,	the	initial	drive	appears	intimidating,	a	feeling	that	intensifies	as	the	opening	round	on	Thursday	draws	near.	Wednesday's	practice	saw	relatively	calm	weather,	but	with	crosswinds	expected	to	pick	up	as	the	competition	begins,	the	challenge	becomes	even	more	formidable.Those	competing	this	week	are	some	of	the	finest
players	on	the	globe,	and	undoubtedly	possess	the	skills	to	navigate	the	hole	effectively,	but	with	little	margin	for	error,	a	near-flawless	start	will	be	required	when	they	position	the	tee	in	the	ground	on	the	first	day.This	article	first	appeared	on	Mirror	US.Jack	Nicklaus	has	openly	praised	Rory	McIlroy's	talent	and	confidence	on	the	golf	course(Image:
Getty)Rory	McIlroy	has	decided	not	to	play	in	this	years	Memorial	Tournament,	marking	the	first	time	he	has	missed	the	event	since	2017.	The	tournament,	hosted	by	golf	legend	Jack	Nicklaus	at	Muirfield	Village	Golf	Club,	is	one	of	the	most	prestigious	stops	on	the	PGA	Tour.The	timing	of	McIlroys	decision	comes	shortly	after	a	controversial	week	at
the	PGA	Championship.	There,	McIlroy	finished	outside	the	top	40	and	notably	chose	not	to	speak	to	the	media	throughout	the	entire	tournament.	The	situation	was	complicated	by	a	discovery	that	his	driver	was	deemed	non-conforming	during	a	routine	equipment	inspection	by	the	USGA.	Forced	to	switch	clubs	in	the	middle	of	the	event,	McIlroys
performance	and	decision	to	avoid	the	media	spotlight	drew	criticism.Golf	broadcaster	Amanda	Balionis	appeared	to	address	McIlroy's	media	silence	during	her	post-tournament	coverage.	She	praised	other	players	for	their	willingness	to	speak	openly	after	difficult	rounds,	subtly	highlighting	McIlroys	refusal	to	engage	with	the	press.	This	public	dig
only	added	to	the	scrutiny	surrounding	McIlroys	approach	to	the	PGA	Championship	week.READ	MORE:	Steelers	president	backs	off	after	Aaron	Rodgers'	personal	issues	come	to	lightREAD	MORE:	Timberwolves-Thunder	referee	slapped	and	given	bloody	nose	as	game	halted	after	secondsEarlier	this	year,	he	won	the	2025	Masters	Tournament,
completing	his	career	Grand	Slam	and	cementing	his	status	as	one	of	golfs	all-time	greats.But	despite	this	success,	McIlroy	has	decided	to	skip	the	Memorial,	possibly	as	part	of	a	broader	plan	to	manage	his	schedule	carefully.He	is	already	committed	to	playing	in	the	Canadian	Open	and	the	Travelers	Championship,	with	the	U.S.	Open	scheduled	in
between	those	events.Content	cannot	be	displayed	without	consentFor	now,	McIlroy	has	remained	quiet	about	his	reasons	for	skipping	the	Memorial.	As	the	season	moves	forward,	attention	will	shift	to	McIlroys	performances	at	the	Canadian	Open	and	the	Travelers	Championship.Those	events	will	offer	a	clearer	picture	of	his	form	and	mindset	as	he
looks	to	continue	building	his	legacy.Meanwhile,	the	golf	community	will	watch	closely	to	see	if	McIlroy	returns	to	the	Memorial	Tournament	in	future	years	or	if	this	signals	a	new	chapter	in	his	career.Rory	McIlroy	finished	three	over	par	at	Quail	Hollow	(Image:	Getty)Rory	McIlroy	has	once	again	left	golf	fans	furious	as	he	skips	media	duties	for	a
fourth	consecutive	day	at	the	PGA	Championship.	The	Masters	champion	endured	a	frustrating	week	on	the	course,	finishing	his	four	rounds	three	over	par.Freed	from	his	major	championship	hoodoo	and	playing	on	a	course	where	hes	won	four	times	on	the	PGA	Tour,	many	were	expecting	a	big	performance	from	the	recently	crowned	Masters
champion.	Instead,	it	was	anything	but,	with	McIlroy	never	really	getting	going	during	a	week	where	he	was	constantly	up	against	it.Rory	McIlroy	will	want	to	forget	this	year's	PGA	Championship	(Image:	Getty)McIlroys	preparations	for	the	second	major	of	the	year	were	rocked	when	it	was	revealed	his	driver	was	found	to	be	non-conforming,	forcing
him	into	a	late	change.On	his	media	snub,	@young5skiers	added:	This	is	why	Rory	has	a	reputation...	He's	a	great	golfer	but	a	bit	of	a	diva,	especially	when	things	are	not	going	right	for	him.@TreydingStocks	was	more	sympathetic	but	was	keen	to	see	a	rule	change,	saying:	Stop	giving	them	the	option	to	decline.	No	other	sport	does	that.	Make	them
come	talk,	it's	part	of	the	game,	sports	are	for	fans	at	the	end	of	the	day.	Can't	blame	Rory	for	not	talking	if	they	allow	him	to	do	it.McIlroy	now	has	just	under	a	month	to	compose	himself	ahead	of	the	US	Open,	with	the	five-time	major	winner	entering	the	competition	with	a	point	to	prove.	It	was	during	last	years	dramatic	final	round	at	Pinehurst
where	McIlroy	through	away	the	lead	to	LIV	Golf	ace	Bryson	DeChambeau.	The	next	major	in	the	calendar	starts	on	Thursday,	12	June	at	Oakmont	Country	Club	in	Texas.	Hands	clasped	to	his	head,	knees	pinned	to	the	emerald	turf,	chest	convulsing	in	frenetic,	ragged	breaths,	Rory	McIlroy	looked	like	a	man	subjugated	by	the	weight	of	the	world.
Then,	he	propped	himself	upright,	lifted	his	head	skyward	and	unleashed	a	primal,	fist-pumping	roar	that	reverberated	with	the	release	of	a	seemingly	indomitable	burden.	The	images	of	McIlroy	winning	The	Masters,	finally	capturing	his	white	whale	after	a	17-year	pursuit	fraught	with	heartbreak,	and	the	unbridled	celebrations	that	followed	will
likely	live	long	in	the	memory	of	anyone	who	followed	that	near-cinematic	Sunday	afternoon	at	Augusta	National	in	April.	Eyes	welling	up	with	tears	as	he	discussed	the	prospect	of	celebrating	with	his	parents	back	home	in	Northern	Ireland,	the	raw	intensity	of	McIlroys	body	language	was	a	fitting	reflection	of	the	summit	he	had	just	scaled.	Victory
had	stamped	his	ticket	for	entry	into	the	sports	most	illustrious	members	club	as	just	the	sixth	mens	golfer	to	complete	the	career	grand	slam	of	all	four	majors.	Yet	McIlroy	isnt	done	soul	stirring.	Far	from	it,	the	green	jackets	newest	recipient	believes	that	winning	the	Open	Championship	on	home	turf	at	Royal	Portrush	come	Sunday	could	well	top
the	realization	of	that	lifelong	dream	three	months	ago.	I	think	it	would	be	just	as	emotional,	if	not	more	emotional,	to	do	that	than	what	I	did	in	Augusta	and	everyone	saw	the	mess	I	was	after	that,	the	36-year-old	told	BBC	Sport	on	Monday.	Born	and	raised	some	60	miles	(96	kilometers)	away	in	Holywood,	a	small	town	of	little	over	10,000	people
just	a	15-minute	drive	from	the	hubbub	of	the	capital	Belfast,	McIlroy	was	always	guaranteed	to	receive	a	heros	welcome	at	the	153rd	edition	of	the	major	this	week.	Yet	the	magnitude	of	his	spring	success	has	only	ratcheted	up	the	fervor	on	Antrims	north	coast,	with	as	many	as	290,000	spectators	expected	to	brave	rain	and	biting	coastal	winds	to
watch	the	games	best	take	on	the	testing	Dunluce	Links	course.	Even	as	the	world	No.	2	barely	12	hours	after	finishing	joint	runner-up	at	the	Scottish	Open	in	North	Berwick	on	Sunday	shrugged	off	four	hours	of	sleep	to	be	one	of	the	first	golfers	out	for	Mondays	practice	round,	fans	followed	in	droves.	Many	were	repaid	for	their	dedication	when	the
five-time	major	champion	closed	his	session	by	penning	autographs,	with	Masters	merchandise	among	the	items	thrust	over	the	barriers	to	be	signed.	Im	so	grateful	and	appreciative	of	the	support	that	I	get	from	home,	and	they	really	make	me	feel	that	out	there,	added	McIlroy.	Thats	an	amazing	feeling	to	play	in	front	of	that	and	to	experience	that,
and	I	want	to	embrace	that	this	week.	The	depth	of	national	pride	for	a	29-time	PGA	Tour	winner	who,	long	before	his	crowning	at	Augusta,	had	assembled	a	strong	case	to	claim	the	title	of	Northern	Irelands	greatest	ever	sportsperson	goes	some	way	to	explaining	why	a	victory	at	Royal	Portrush	could	be	more	emotional	than	his	Masters	title.
Because	while	he	might	have	already	lifted	a	Claret	Jug	at	Royal	Liverpool	in	2014	and	completed	the	set	11	years	later,	a	home	major	has	the	potential	to	top	it	all,	believes	Golf	Digest	senior	writer	Joel	Beall.	For	what	it	means	to	him	as	a	player,	the	Masters	was	always	going	to	be	more	important,	Beall	told	CNN	Sports.	He	had	so	many
disappointments	there,	and	it	was	standing	in	the	way	of	the	grand	slam.	But	on	a	personal	level,	to	do	this	in	his	childhood	backyard,	a	win	has	the	chance	to	resonate	louder	and	longer	than	Augusta.	The	emotional	stakes	are	also	raised	by	the	fact	that	McIlroy,	as	he	did	at	Augusta,	has	psychological	scar	tissue	from	Royal	Portrush.	It	had	started	so
well.	Aged	just	16,	McIlroy	had	consolidated	his	reputation	as	a	burgeoning	golf	phenom	when	he	tore	round	Dunluce	Links	in	a	course	record	11-under	61	at	the	2005	North	of	Ireland	Championship.	Though	Irelands	Shane	Lowry	holds	the	current	all-time	low-score	after	shooting	63	en	route	to	Open	triumph	in	2019	following	extensive	renovations
to	the	course	earlier	that	year,	McIlroys	teenage	achievement	endures	as	a	seminal	chapter	of	his	fabled	career.	Yet	as	long-time	friend	Lowry	powered	to	glory,	McIlroy	didnt	even	make	the	weekend	on	the	majors	long-awaited	return	to	the	venue.	After	decades	of	sectarian	violence	known	as	the	Troubles	had	seen	The	Open	kept	away	from
Northern	Ireland,	McIlroy	had	been	the	center	of	attention	as	Royal	Portrush	played	host	for	the	first	time	since	1951,	only	to	see	his	tournament	instantly	derailed	by	an	opening	quadruple-bogey	eight.	After	a	closing	triple-bogey	saw	the	home	star	sign	off	with	an	eight-over	79,	even	a	superb	six-under	65	was	not	enough	to	make	the	cut,	with
McIlroy	left	fighting	tears	having	missed	out	on	the	weekend	by	a	single	stroke.	Caught	off	guard	by	the	ovation	he	received	on	the	first	tee	six	years	ago,	the	five-time	major	champion	believes	he	is	now	better	prepared	to	not	just	deal	with,	but	embrace,	the	adoration	from	behind	the	ropes.	I	was	still	a	little	surprised	and	a	little	taken	aback	like,
Geez,	these	people	really	want	me	to	win,	McIlroy	recalled	to	reporters	on	Monday.	I	think	that	brought	its	own	sort	of	pressure	and	more	internally	from	myself	and	not	really	wanting	to	let	people	down.	I	learned	pretty	quickly	that	one	of	my	challenges,	especially	in	a	week	like	this,	is	controlling	myself	and	controlling	that	battle.	I	probably	tried	to
isolate,	and	I	think	its	better	for	everyone	if	I	embrace	it,	McIlroy	added	later.	Its	nice	to	be	able	to	accept	adulation,	even	though	I	struggle	with	it	at	times,	but	its	also	nice	for	the	person	that	is	seeing	you	for	the	first	time	in	a	few	years.	It	just	makes	for	a	better	interaction.	Just	how	much	inspiration	McIlroy	can	extract	from	those	interactions	could
hold	the	key	to	his	hopes	this	week,	Beall	says.	Rory	now	realizes	what	he	does	is	a	communal	experience,	he	told	CNN	Sports.	Harnessing	that	energy,	letting	it	be	an	asset	instead	of	a	weight,	will	go	a	ways	in	determining	how	he	does.	The	story	continues	McIlroys	second	place	finish	in	Scotland	on	Sunday,	two	shots	behind	American	Chris
Gotterup,	hinted	at	a	timely	return	to	his	best	play	after	what	had	been	by	his	golden	standards	a	slump	in	form.	The	slam	capture	had	sparked	some	predictions	that	a	shackles-off	McIlroy,	who	had	already	won	the	Pebble	Beach	Pro-Am	and	The	Players	Championship	in	a	surging	start	to	the	year,	could	pave	the	way	for	a	multiple-major	season.	Yet	a
tied-47th	finish	at	the	PGA	Championship	was	followed	by	a	tied-19th	outing	at	the	US	Open,	and	sandwiched	by	a	missed	cut	at	the	Canadian	Open.	Resetting	goals	after	the	euphoria	of	The	Masters	had	been	a	struggle,	McIlroy	admitted	Monday.	Talk	about	the	pressure	being	off,	yes,	but	anyone	that	sits	up	here	at	this	table,	were	all	competitors.
We	all	want	to	do	better.	We	all	think	we	can	just	get	a	little	bit	extra	out	of	what	we	have,	he	said.	I	probably	just	didnt	give	myself	enough	time	to	let	it	all	sink	in.	But	thats	the	nature	of	professional	golf.	They	do	a	very	good	job	of	keeping	you	on	the	hamster	wheel,	and	you	feel	like	its	hard	to	get	off	at	times,	but	its	been	an	amazing	year.	With	the
small	matter	of	a	Ryder	Cup	at	Bethpage	Black	in	New	York	still	to	come	in	late	September,	there	is	ample	opportunity	for	McIlroy	to	pen	yet	more	history	in	2025.	I	still	feel	like	theres	a	lot	left	in	there,	he	said.	The	story	certainly	isnt	over.	Rory	McIlroy	Faces	Backlash	After	Controversial	Decision	Following	Poor	U.S.	Open	Start	originally	appeared
on	Athlon	Sports.Rory	McIlroy	was	off	to	a	hot	start	on	Thursday	morning	in	the	opening	round	of	the	U.S.	Open	at	Oakmont	Country	Club,	going	out	in	two-under	par	through	his	opening	nine	holes.AdvertisementAdvertisementThis	was	impressive	to	see,	considering	there	were	many	doubters	of	McIlroy's	game	coming	into	this	tournament,	despite
his	completion	of	the	Career	Grand	Slam	with	his	win	at	the	Masters	Tournament	earlier	this	spring.	Many	of	the	doubts	stemmed	from	last	week	at	the	RBC	Canadian	Open,	where	McIlroy	missed	the	cut	after	shooting	nine	over	in	the	first	two	rounds.So	when	Rory	turned	to	the	back	nine	on	Thursday	and	fell	apart,	shooting	six-over	par	to	close	with
a	four-over	74,	not	many	were	surprised.Unfortunately,	not	many	were	surprised	by	Rory's	actions	after	the	round,	either,	where	he	chose	to	skip	his	media	availability,	both	in	the	press	room	and	with	the	pool	reporter,	following	the	disappointing	finish.Rory	McIlroy	walks	off	the	15th	green	during	the	final	round	of	the	PGA	Championship	golf
tournament	at	Quail	Hollow.	Jim	Dedmon-Imagn	ImagesPGA	Tour	players	are	not	obligated	to	speak	to	media	members	at	any	point,	but	it	is	expected	of	players	at	the	top	of	the	game,	especially	someone	with	as	much	gravitas	as	McIlroy,	who	has	been	one	of	the	biggest	spokespersons	of	the	PGA	Tour	over	the	last	few
years.AdvertisementAdvertisementSome	golf	fans	were	frustrated	by	this	decision.McIlroy's	week	is	far	from	over,	and	with	a	solid	round	on	Friday	he	can	get	right	back	into	the	mix.	We	saw	during	the	first	nine	holes	of	his	tournament	that	his	solid	form	is	somewhere	in	there,	but	it	retreated	after	he	made	the	turn	and	starting	coming	into	the
clubhouse.Friday	offers	another	opportunity	to	get	things	back	on	the	right	track.Related:	Jason	Day	Sparks	Controversy	With	Wild	Outfit	Ahead	of	U.S.	OpenThis	story	was	originally	reported	by	Athlon	Sports	on	Jun	12,	2025,	where	it	first	appeared.Rory	McIlroy	played	a	remarkable	chipRory	McIlroy	has	been	accused	of	breaking	a	hidden	rule
during	the	opening	round	of	the	Open	Championship	at	Royal	Liverpool	on	Thursday.McIlroy	carded	a	steady	level-par	71	across	his	first	18	holes	of	the	week,	with	the	highlight	coming	at	the	last.	Having	found	the	brutal	green-side	bunkers	with	his	second	shot	at	the	par	five,	the	Northern	Irishman	was	forced	to	play	out	away	from	the	hole	to	have
chance	of	escaping	the	trap.Even	this	did	not	work	for	the	world	No.	2	though,	as	his	first	attempt	caught	the	side	lip	of	the	bunker,	and	rolled	back	into	the	sand.	His	next	shot	proved	even	harder,	after	McIlroy	was	forced	to	balance	one	leg	out	of	the	sand	trap	in	a	bid	to	get	club	on	ball.And	with	his	unnatural	stance,	the	four-time	major	champion
pulled	off	a	miraculous	shot,	as	he	flew	it	out	of	the	bunker	and	just	passed	the	hole.READ	MORE:	Patrick	Reed	speaks	out	on	PGA	Tour	return	as	LIV	Golf	rebel	opens	up	on	mergerREAD	MORE:	Yasir	Al-Rumayyan	receives	Hoylake	invite	as	Open	bosses	'consider'	Saudi	fundingCompleting	the	up-and-down	the	Scottish	Open	champion	then	rolled	in
his	putt	to	card	a	miraculous	par.	On	the	back	of	his	brilliance	though,	some	eagle-eyed	golf	fans	have	claimed	McIlroy's	impressive	chip	actually	broke	the	rules	of	the	game.Footage	of	the	wedge	shot	shows	McIlroy	stood	in	his	stance	over	the	ball,	whilst	his	caddie	appears	directly	behind	him,	and	this	appears	to	be	the	rule-break	in	question.	Per
Rule	10.2b(4):	"The	previous	prohibition	is	extended	so	that,	once	the	player	begins	taking	a	stance	for	the	stroke,	and	until	the	stroke	is	made,	the	player's	caddie	must	not	deliberately	stand	on	or	close	to	an	extension	of	the	line	of	play	behind	the	ball	for	any	reason."Content	cannot	be	displayed	without	consentIn	McIlroy's	defence,	the	ruling	does
state	that	if	the	player	backs	away,	and	the	caddie	leaves	the	'restricted	area'	before	the	stroke	is	made	then	the	ruling	is	not	breached.	McIlroy	does	appear	to	slightly	step	back	from	his	shot,	before	retuning	to	his	stance	and	playing	the	ball	as	his	caddie	exits	the	area.Golf	fans	were	conflicted	on	social	media	when	it	came	to	the	alleged	breach.	One
jumped	to	the	defence	of	McIlroy	by	referencing	the	putting	routine	of	U.S.	Open	champion	Wyndham	Clark,	tweeting:	"Hmmmm	I	actually	dont	think	this	is	a	breach.	Once	the	caddy	goes	there,	Rory	should	have	to	step	off	the	ball."Watch	@Wyndham_Clark	putting	routine.	Caddie	comes	behind,	and	by	rule,	he	steps	off	the	ball	and	retakes	his
stance."	Not	everyone	was	in	agreement	though,	as	another	added:	"Here's	why	it	matters:	As	Rory	was	about	to	swing,	the	caddie	clearly	saw	something	that	Rory	did	not,	interrupted	him	about	to	swing	and	had	him	adjust	his	stance	to	get	the	right	shot.	That	is	why	it's	against	the	spirit	of	the	game."	LOS	ANGELES	NBA	Finals	MVP	Shai	Gilgeous-
Alexander	and	Olympic	champion	gymnast	Simone	Biles	won	as	best	male	and	female	athletes	at	the	ESPYS	on	Wednesday	night.	Shai	Gilgeous-Alexander	smiles	after	winning	the	Best	Athlete	Men's	Sports	award	Wednesday	at	the	ESPY	Awards	at	the	Dolby	Theatre	in	Los	Angeles.	Mark	J.	Terrill,	Associated	Press	Gilgeous-Alexander	led	the
Oklahoma	City	Thunder	to	the	NBA	championship	last	month	while	piling	up	hardware	as	league	MVP	and	scoring	champion.It's	a	dream	come	true	and	for	dreams	to	come	true	it	takes	a	village,	he	said,	thanking	his	wife,	parents,	brother	and	others.	Those	names	probably	don't	mean	much,	but	to	me	they	mean	everything.	Simone	Biles,	right,	hugs
Jonathan	Owens	while	accepting	an	award	at	the	ESPY	Awards	at	the	Dolby	Theatre	in	Los	Angeles,	Wednesday,	July	16,	2025.	Mark	J.	Terrill	-	AP	Biles,	an	11-time	Olympic	medalist,	claimed	the	night's	first	award,	best	championship	performance,	for	her	efforts	at	the	Paris	Games.	She	won	three	golds	and	a	silver	while	helping	the	U.S.	win	its	first
team	title	since	2016.That	was	very	unexpected,	especially	in	a	category	of	all	men,	Biles	said	after	kissing	her	husband,	Chicago	Bears	safety	Jonathan	Owens.	She	beat	out	Stephen	Curry,	Freddie	Freeman	and	Rory	McIlroy.Biles'	Olympic	teammate,	Suni	Lee,	won	the	best	comeback	award	for	overcoming	two	rare	kidney	diseases.	She	brought	one
of	her	doctors	to	the	show.Basketball	Hall	of	Famer	Oscar	Robertson	accepted	the	Arthur	Ashe	Award	for	Courage	from	point	guard	Russell	Westbrook.Robertson	was	president	of	the	NBA	Players'	Association	at	the	time	of	a	landmark	antitrust	lawsuit	against	the	NBA	in	1970.	It	led	to	an	extensive	reform	of	the	league's	strict	free	agency	and	draft
rules	and	eventually	to	higher	salaries	for	all	players.The	86-year-old	Robertson,	a	12-time	All	Star	known	as	The	Big	O	during	his	career,	was	the	first	Black	president	of	any	sports	labor	union.I	knew	there	was	work	to	do.	There	was	a	desperate	need	for	players	to	have	more	career	security,	improved	working	conditions	and	other	accommodations,"
he	said.	In	life,	its	important	to	be	persistent	or	as	I	have	been	called	stubborn.	Stubborn	about	what	you	believe	in.Comedian	Shane	Gillis	opening	monologue	as	host	of	the	show	that	honors	the	past	year's	top	athletes	and	sports	moments	went	over	awkwardly.Early	on,	he	called	out	various	famous	faces	in	the	Dolby	Theatre	crowd,	including	retired
WNBA	star	Diana	Taurasi.	Gillis	said,	Give	it	up	for	her	after	calling	her	Deanna.	The	camera	showed	an	unsmiling	Taurasi	shaking	her	head.	Gillis	quickly	caught	his	mistake,	saying,	My	bad	on	that.Gillis	moved	on	to	WNBA	superstar	Caitlin	Clark,	who	wasn't	on	hand.When	Caitlin	Clark	retires	from	the	WNBA,	she's	going	to	work	at	a	Waffle	House
so	she	can	continue	doing	what	she	loves	most:	fist	fighting	Black	women,	he	joked.While	some	in	the	audience	laughed,	others	appeared	uncomfortable.Gillis	plowed	on	for	10	minutes,	with	jokes	about	President	Donald	Trump	and	Jeffrey	Epstein,	whose	sex	trafficking	investigation	has	roiled	the	Justice	Department	and	FBI.Gillis'	performance	drew
mixed	reviews	on	social	media,	with	some	calling	him	hilarious	and	others	cringey.Gillis'	initial	joke	about	North	Carolina	coach	Bill	Belichick	and	his	24-year-old	girlfriend	Jordon	Hudson	drew	a	lot	of	laughs."A	bookie	is	what	Bill	Belichick	reads	to	his	girlfriend	before	bed	time,	he	said.	They	read	The	Very	Horny	Caterpillar,	'The	Little	Engine	That
Could	But	Needed	a	Pill	First'	and	of	course	the	classic	Goodnight	Boobs.But	the	laugher	lessened	as	Gillis	continued."He	won	six	Super	Bowls.	Hes	dating	a	hot	24	year	old.	Maybe	if	you	guys	won	six	Super	Bowls	you	wouldnt	be	sitting	next	to	a	fat	ugly	dog	wife.Before	closing	it	out,	a	smiling	Gillis	said,	"I	see	a	lot	of	you	dont	like	me	and	thats	OK.
That's	it	for	me.	That	went	about	exactly	how	we	all	thought	it	was	going	to	go.	I	don't	know	why	this	happened.Taurasi	and	retired	U.S.	national	women's	soccer	team	star	Alex	Morgan	shared	the	Icon	Award	in	recognition	of	their	careers	and	major	impact	on	sports.The	women	touched	their	trophies	together	in	a	toast.Our	mission	has	always	been
very	similar,	Morgan	said.	We	fought	to	leave	our	game	in	a	better	place	than	where	we	found	it	just	as	a	generation	before	us	did.	Were	standing	on	the	shoulders	of	giants.Taurasi,	who	retired	in	February	after	a	20-year	basketball	career,	mentioned	her	parents	who	immigrated	to	the	U.S.	from	Argentina.	She	also	had	words	for	the	next
generation.Keep	going,	dont	wait	for	someone	to	hand	you	anything,	outwork	them,	be	loyal,	bring	that	damn	fire	every	day,	she	said.	Were	proof	you	can	do	it.	We	did	it	our	way.	No	shortcuts,	no	apologies,	and	no	regrets.Former	athletes	David	Walters	and	Erin	Regan	accepted	the	Pat	Tillman	Award	for	Service,	given	to	those	who	have	served	in	a
way	that	honors	the	legacy	of	the	former	NFL	player	and	U.S.	Army	Ranger.Walters,	37,	earned	a	gold	medal	at	the	2008	Beijing	Olympics	and	was	a	seven-time	world	championships	medalist.	He's	now	a	Los	Angeles	city	firefighter.Regan,	45,	was	a	Wake	Forest	soccer	player	who	spent	one	season	in	the	pros	before	retiring	to	join	the	Los	Angeles
County	Fire	Department.Both	Walters	and	Regan	fought	the	deadly	and	destructive	wildfires	in	Pacific	Palisades	and	Altadena	in	January.An	emotional	Katie	Schumacher-Cawley	accepted	the	Jimmy	V	Award	for	Perseverance	with	her	husband	and	children	joining	in	the	standing	ovation.	The	Penn	State	women's	volleyball	coach	was	diagnosed	with
Stage	2	breast	cancer	in	September.	She	continued	coaching	without	missing	a	practice	and	became	the	first	woman	to	guide	a	team	to	the	NCAA	national	championship.Cancer	changed	my	life	but	it	didnt	take	it.	It	didnt	take	my	belief,	it	didnt	take	my	spirit	and	it	didnt	take	my	team,	she	said.Basketball	player	Cameron	Boozer	and	track	and	field
athlete	Jane	Hedengren	were	named	the	Gatorade	Best	Male	and	Female	Players	of	the	Year.Boozer	will	play	at	Duke	in	the	fall,	following	in	the	collegiate	footsteps	of	his	father,	Carlos,	a	former	NBA	All-Star.Hedengren	will	compete	for	BYU	in	her	hometown	of	Provo,	Utah.	Robin	Arzn	arrives	at	the	ESPY	Awards	at	the	Dolby	Theatre	in	Los	Angeles,
Wednesday,	July	16,	2025.	Jamie	Gordon,	US	Sports	WriterPublished:	19:28,	17	May	2025Updated:	19:42,	17	May	2025Rory	McIlroy	has	endured	a	tough	week	at	Quail	Hollow.Riding	high	after	sealing	a	career	slam	with	victory	at	The	Masters,	McIlroy	only	just	scraped	through	to	the	weekend	by	narrowly	getting	inside	the	cut.2McIlroy	has	been
struggling	off	the	tee	in	North	CarolinaCredit:	GettyThe	Northern	Irishman	was	forced	to	delay	his	third	round	after	the	weather	saw	play	suspended	just	as	he	was	about	to	tee	off.SiriusXM	PGA	Tour	Radio	also	broke	the	news	that	McIlroy	had	to	ditch	his	driver	after	it	was	found	to	be	'non-conforming'	in	random	testing.There	were	some	unfounded
accusations	of	cheating	made	on	social	media,	which	the	PGA	of	America	has	moved	swiftly	to	shut	down.We	can	confirm	that	the	USGA	was	invited	to	do	club	testing	at	the	PGA	Championship,	at	the	PGA	of	Americas	request,	said	Chief	Championships	Officer	Kerry	Haigh	via	a	statement.That	testing	program	is	consistent	with	the	same	level	of
support	that	the	USGA	provides	to	the	PGA	Tour	and	other	championships,	as	part	of	their	regular	programs	for	driver	testing.The	standard	process	is	for	about	a	third	of	the	field	to	be	randomly	tested	under	the	program.	That	was	the	case	at	Quail	Hollow	this	week.Finding	driver	heads	that	have	crept	over	the	line	of	conformance	is	not	an	unusual
occurrence,	especially	for	clubs	that	are	hit	thousands	of	times	over	a	long	period	of	time.The	results	are	kept	confidential	to	protect	players,	who	are	unaware	the	club	has	fallen	out	of	conformance	and	not	responsible	for	it	falling	out	of	conformance	other	than	hitting	the	club	thousands	of	times.Players	are	simply	asked	to	change	heads	if
necessary,	and	all	do	without	issue.	"To	publicly	identify	players	whose	club	did	not	conform	can	lead	to	that	player	being	questioned	unnecessarily.	Neither	the	USGA	nor	the	PGA	of	America	have	any	concerns	about	player	intent.2McIlroy	came	crashing	back	to	earth	with	a	bumpCredit:	GettyUSGA	officials	carried	out	random	testing	to	ensure
players'	equipment	fits	strict	eligibility	criteria	-	and	McIlroy's	TaylorMade	Qi10	failed.It	has	not	been	specified	what	the	problem	was	-	although	ex-PGA	Tour	pro	Johnson	Wagner	suggested	McIlroy	might	have	been	the	victim	of	some	wear	and	tear.He	said:	"The	USGA	conducts	these	tests	pretty	much	every	year	out	here.	They	test	all	aspects	of	the
face,	and	drivers	fail	all	the	time.	Every	single	week,	someone's	driver	fails."It	is	by	no	fault	of	the	player,	they	don't	know	how	to	do	it,	it	is	a	sophisticated	testing	system.	When	you	are	a	player	like	Rory	McIlroy,	who	hits	the	ball	as	hard	as	he	does,	the	face	naturally	thins	out."Reigning	PGA	champion	Xander	Schauffele	has	previously	hit	out	at	the
process	of	random	equipment	testing	after	his	driver	was	taken	out	of	the	bag	shortly	before	the	2019	Open	Championship."I	would	gladly	give	up	my	driver	if	it's	not	conforming.	But	there's	still	130	other	players	in	the	field	that	potentially	have	a	nonconforming	driver	as	well,"	Schauffele	said	at	the	time.Furious	Shane	Lowry	takes	huge	chunk	out	of
fairway	and	flips	off	ball	after	arguing	with	PGA	official"Had	a	word	with	[the	R&A],	and	hopefully	they	take	my	comments	seriously	and	my	concern	just	because	it	wasn't	my	plan	to	show	up	Monday	morning	of	a	major	or	Tuesdaysorry,	it	was	Tuesday	evening	where	I	was	doing	driver	testing	here.	It's	not	really	what	players	want	to	be	doing."What's
the	fair	thing	to	do?	Just	test	the	whole	field.	It's	plain	and	simple.	When	I	talked	to	them,	they	didn't	really	know	how	to...	you	can't	really	answer	that	question.	You	test	everyone,	it's	simple	as	that.The	Open	getawayEnjoy	a	3-night	weekend	getaway	with	grounds	admission	tickets	for	both	Saturday	and	Sunday	of	The	Open	2025.Stay	in	comfort	at
the	Hilton	Templepatrick,	with	transfers	included	and	exclusive	access	to	the	Your	Golf	Travel	Clubhouse.All	this	from	just	1,270	per	person	dont	miss	your	chance	to	be	part	of	golfs	biggest	event	in	ultimate	style.Plan	your	dream	golf	trip	HERE.Rory	McIlroy	has	finally	addressed	his	decision	to	avoid	media	interviews	at	last	month's	PGA
Championship,	revealing	his	anger	over	leaked	driver	test	results	whilst	world	no	1	Scottie	Scheffler's	similar	failure	remained	confidential.The	Northern	Irishman,	speaking	ahead	of	the	RBC	Canadian	Open	in	the	Greater	Toronto	area	on	Wednesday,	explained	his	month-long	public	absence	following	his	disappointing	tied-47th	finish	at	Quail
Hollow.The	five-time	major	winner	said:	"I	was	a	little	p*****	off	because	I	knew	that	Scottie's	driver	had	failed	on	Monday,	but	my	name	was	the	one	that	was	leaked."The	36-year-old	confirmed	that	driver	testing	results	were	meant	to	remain	confidential,	but	"two	members	of	the	media	were	the	ones	that	leaked	it."Rory	McIlroy	spoke	ahead	of	the
RBC	Canadian	OpenMcIlroy	detailed	multiple	reasons	for	his	media	absence	during	the	tournament	in	North	Carolina."I	didn't	play	well	the	first	day,	so	I	wanted	to	go	practice.	I	wanted	to	go	back	and	see	Poppy	before	she	went	to	bed,"	he	said,	referring	to	his	daughter.The	driver	controversy	emerged	that	same	evening,	adding	to	his	reluctance	to
speak	publicly.JUST	IN:	Multiple	dead	and	many	injured	in	terrifying	stampede	as	IPL	club	title	celebrations	turn	to	horrorRory	McIlroy	endured	a	difficult	PGA	Championship	last	monthThen,	his	Saturday	tee	time	was	significantly	delayed,	moving	from	8:20am	to	nearly	2:00pm,	resulting	in	another	late	finish	that	left	him	exhausted.McIlroy
admitted:	"I	didn't	want	to	get	up	there	and	say	something	that	I	regretted."I'm	trying	to	protect	Scottie.	I	don't	want	to	mention	his	name.	I'm	trying	to	protect	TaylorMade.	I'm	trying	to	protect	the	USGA,	PGA	of	America,	myself."That's	not	my	information	to	share.	I	knew	that	that	had	happened,	but	that's	not	on	me	to	share	that."McIlroy	expressed
particular	frustration	that	the	confidential	testing	process	had	been	compromised.READ	MORE:	Government	'knew'	Roman	Abramovich's	billions	from	Chelsea	sale	would	never	reach	UkraineRory	McIlroy	did	not	speak	to	the	media	after	his	PGA	Championship	driver	dramaThe	Northern	Irishman	suggested	players	could	bypass	traditional	media
entirely:	"If	we	all	wanted	to,	we	could	all	bypass	you	guys	and	we	could	just	go	on	social	media	and	we	could	talk	about	our	round	and	do	it	our	own	way."Until	the	day	that	it's	maybe	written	into	the	regulations,	you're	going	to	have	guys	skip	from	time	to	time	and	that's	well	within	our	rights."McIlroy's	media	absence	came	after	a	disappointing
performance	at	Quail	Hollow,	where	he	finished	tied	for	47th	place.	The	result	was	particularly	deflating	given	his	Masters	victory	just	a	month	earlier,	which	had	ended	his	major	drought	of	more	than	a	decade.The	36-year-old	has	now	returned	to	competitive	action	at	the	RBC	Canadian	Open,	where	he	was	spotted	practising	on	the	driving	range
before	addressing	the	media	for	the	first	time	since	the	PGA	Championship.At	last	year's	Canadian	Open,	McIlroy	mounted	a	strong	final-round	charge	but	began	Sunday	seven	strokes	behind	the	leader,	ultimately	falling	short	of	victory.Two	months	after	his	emotional	Augusta	triumph,	McIlroy	will	attempt	to	secure	another	tournament	win	and	move
past	the	driver	testing	controversy	that	overshadowed	his	PGA	Championship	appearance.Rory	McIlroy	was	forced	to	change	his	driver(Image:	Getty	Images)Rory	McIlroy	was	forced	to	swap	out	his	driver	in	the	build-up	to	this	week's	PGA	Championship	at	Quail	Hollow.McIlroy,	who	is	fresh	off	completing	the	career	Grand	Slam	when	winning	the
Masters	at	Augusta	National	last	month,	has	got	off	to	a	slow	start	by	his	high	standards,	sitting	at	one-over-par	for	the	week.	Even	before	a	shot	was	hit,	though,	the	Northern	Irishman	was	dealt	a	blow.The	five-time	major	winner	was	required	to	take	out	one	of	his	most	reliable	clubs	in	the	bag,	the	driver,	with	Sirius	XM	reporting	that	the	piece	of
equipment	was	deemed	non-conforming	by	the	USGA.READ	MORE:	Wyndham	Clark	has	long	history	with	Paige	Spiranac	who	made	feelings	on	him	clearREAD	MORE:	Rory	McIlroy	has	blunt	message	for	Bryson	DeChambeau	after	Masters	silent	treatmentIt	remains	to	be	seen	what	the	problem	with	the	driver	was,	but	checks	conducted	ensured
McIlroy	was	unable	to	use	it.	Delving	further	into	the	details	of	the	USGA	checks,	Johnson	Wagner	told	the	radio	station:	"The	USGA	conducts	these	tests	pretty	much	every	here	out	here."They	test	all	aspects	of	the	face,	and	drivers	fail	all	the	time.	Every	single	week,	someone's	driver	fails.	It	is	by	no	fault	of	the	player,	they	don't	know	how	to	do	it,	it
is	a	sophisticated	testing	system.	When	you	are	a	player	like	Rory	McIlroy,	who	hits	the	ball	as	hard	as	he	does,	the	face	naturally	thins	out."Rory	McIlroy	with	his	speed,	it	thins	out	a	little	quicker,	and	it	is	unfortunate	it	happened	the	week	of	a	major."	McIlroy	himself	is	yet	to	comment	on	the	swap,	having	opted	to	once	again	skip	media	duties
following	the	end	of	his	second	round.	Usually	one	of	the	best	drivers	of	the	ball	from	the	PGA	Tour,	McIlroy	has	been	far	from	his	best	on	the	tee	box.Subscribe	to	our	golf	newsletter	for	all	the	latest	news	and	views	from	the	PGA	Tour,	LIV	Golf	and	beyondMcIlroy	is	one-over-par(Image:	Getty	Images)Having	carded	a	three-over	74	in	round	one,	the
two-time	PGA	champion	hit	just	four	fairways,	hitting	only	two	more	on	day	two.	Despite	his	struggles	off	the	tee,	there	were	plenty	of	improvements	for	McIlroy,	who	shot	a	two-under	69	to	ensure	he	will	play	the	weekend.Things	started	so	well	for	the	Masters	champion,	heading	out	in	three-under	to	get	himself	back	to	level-par	for	the	tournament.
The	back	nine,	however,	was	a	much	tougher	task.	Despite	making	another	three	birdies	coming	back	in,	these	were	cancelled	out	by	four	bogeys,	including	two	at	the	final	two	holes.It	was	a	frustrating	finish	for	McIlroy,	who	sits	nine	shots	behind	the	36-hole	leader	Jhonattan	Vegas.	Despite	this,	McIlroy	will	be	looking	to	tap	into	his	romance	with
the	Charlotte	course,	having	come	back	from	the	same	deficit	to	win	his	maiden	PGA	Tour	title	at	Quail	Hollow	in	2010.He	has	won	four	times	around	the	track	during	his	career,	and	spoke	of	his	fondness	for	the	venue	heading	into	the	event.	"[It's]	always	nice	to	come	back	to	Quail	Hollow,	for	obvious	reasons,"	he	told	reporters	earlier	in	the	week.	"I
have	obviously	great	memories	from	this	place."First	win	on	the	PGA	Tour	15	years	ago.	Winning	last	year,	I	probably	played	my	best	golf	of	the	year	here,	especially	at	the	weekend.	Look,	it's	been	an	amazing	2025.	There's	been	a	lot	of	great	golf	played,	but	there's	still	a	lot	of	golf	left	to	play	this	year."	Rory	McIlroy	officially	won	his	first	green
jacket	on	Sunday	(April	13).	A	former	champion	and	domestic	abuse	convict	left	him	a	note	before	the	final	round	in	which	McIlroy	had	to	cement	his	legacy.	He	had	to	overcome	a	ton	of	pressure	from	a	lot	of	different	angles	to	win.	Angel	Cabrera,	a	former	champion	who	just	spent	30	months	in	jail	for	domestic	abuse,	played	with	McIlroy	in	2011,	a
year	the	Irishman	led	and	could've	won	but	melted	down	in	the	final	round.Cabrera	then	left	him	a	note	in	his	locker	that	served	as	an	omen	for	what	McIlroy	would	go	on	to	achieve	hours	later.	McIlroy	said	later	via	Golf	Digest:"You	know,	since	2011,	I	think	it's	so	ironic,	as	well.	I	got	to	my	locker	this	morning	and	I	opened	it	up,	and	there	was	a	note
in	there	from	Angel	Cabrera,	just	wishing	me	luck.	And	Angel	Cabrera	was	the	player	I	played	with	on	the	final	day	in	2011,	it	was	a	nice	touch	and	a	little	bit	ironic	at	the	same	time.	It's	been	14	long	years,	but	thankfully	I	got	the	job	done."	That	was	one	of	the	most	high-profile	misses	McIlroy	has	had	at	Augusta	National,	one	that	could've	prevented
this	decade-long	journey	for	a	career	Grand	Slam.	It	is	fitting	then	that	Cabrera	was	the	one	who	reached	out	to	McIlroy	ahead	of	his	crowning	moment.	Rory	McIlroy	reflects	on	finally	winning	the	MastersIt	was	never	an	easy	win,	and	it	often	looked	in	severe	doubt.	Rory	McIlroy	entered	the	Masters	with	a	two-stroke	lead,	but	he	choked	that	away	to
US	Open	rival	Bryson	DeChambeau	in	the	first	two	holes.	The	familiar	struggles	in	crunch	time	had	returned.	Then	McIlroy	rebounded	and	it	was	DeChambeau	who	fell	down	the	leaderboard.	At	one	point,	McIlroy	was	up	by	five	strokes.	After	a	nightmare	turn	of	events,	Rory	McIlroy	was	tied	and	then	briefly	trailed	by	one.He	passed	Justin	Rose,
whose	birdie	on	the	18th	cemented	a	tie	before	McIlroy	would	play	his	final	holes,	with	a	birdie	on	the	17th.	A	bogey	on	the	18th,	which	was	after	a	missed	five-foot	putt,	prompted	a	playoff,	where	a	birdie	won	it	all	for	the	Irishman.	He	said	afterward	via	ESPN:"This	is	my	17th	time	here,	and	I	started	to	wonder	if	it	would	ever	be	my	time.	I	think	the
last	10	years	coming	here	with	the	burden	of	the	Grand	Slam	on	my	shoulders	and	trying	to	achieve	that,	yeah,	I'm	sort	of	wondering	what	we're	all	going	to	talk	about	going	into	next	year's	Masters."Rory	McIlroy's	win	made	him	the	sixth	player	ever	to	win	all	four	Majors	during	his	golf	career.	He	has	now	won	the	Masters,	the	PGA	Championship,
the	US	Open	and	the	Open	Championship.	About	the	author	Quick	LinksEdited	by	Luke	Koshi	Rory	McIlroys	Australian	Open	Ban	Sparks	Outrage	Among	Fans	In	a	stunning	development	that	has	rocked	the	golfing	world,	Rory	McIlroy,	the	2025	Masters	champion	and	newly	minted	career	Grand	Slam	winner,	has	been	banned	from	participating	in	the
2025	Australian	Open.	The	decision	comes	after	McIlroy	was	found	to	have	violated	one	of	the	tournaments	strictest	and	most	controversial	rules,	leaving	fans	heartbroken	and	the	golf	community	in	disbelief.	The	Northern	Irishman,	who	was	set	to	make	a	highly	anticipated	return	to	the	event	for	the	first	time	in	11	years,	now	faces	the	fallout	of	a
decision	that	has	ignited	fierce	debate.	The	Australian	Open,	scheduled	for	December	47	at	Royal	Melbourne,	was	poised	to	be	a	highlight	of	the	global	golf	calendar,	with	McIlroys	participation	announced	as	a	major	coup.	However,	tournament	organizers	confirmed	that	McIlroy	breached	a	critical	regulation	during	pre-tournament	preparations.
While	exact	details	remain	scarce,	sources	indicate	the	violation	involved	an	unauthorized	interaction	with	a	rival	tours	representatives,	breaching	the	Australian	Opens	strict	policy	on	maintaining	neutrality	amid	golfs	ongoing	PGA	Tour-LIV	Golf	divide.	The	rule,	described	by	officials	as	non-negotiable,	aims	to	protect	the	tournaments	integrity	but
has	been	criticized	as	overly	punitive.	McIlroy,	who	won	the	Australian	Open	in	2013,	expressed	shock	and	disappointment	in	a	statement:	I	deeply	regret	the	circumstances	and	respect	the	tournaments	rules,	but	Im	gutted	to	miss	out	on	playing	in	Melbourne.	The	35-year-old,	who	had	committed	to	the	2025	and	2026	events,	was	expected	to	draw
massive	crowds	to	the	Melbourne	Sandbelt,	boosting	the	tournaments	global	profile.	His	absence	has	left	fans	reeling,	with	many	taking	to	social	media	to	voice	their	frustration.	This	is	a	disgrace!	Rorys	the	biggest	draw	in	golfwhy	punish	him	for	something	so	vague?	one	fan	posted	on	X.	Another	wrote,	The	Australian	Open	just	shot	itself	in	the	foot.
No	Rory,	no	buzz.	The	decision	has	also	reignited	debates	about	golfs	fractured	landscape.	McIlroy,	a	vocal	PGA	Tour	advocate,	has	faced	scrutiny	for	his	stance	against	LIV	Golf,	and	some	speculate	the	violation	may	be	linked	to	tensions	between	the	tours.	Critics	of	the	rule	argue	it	unfairly	targets	high-profile	players	like	McIlroy,	while	supporters
insist	its	essential	for	fairness.	Rules	are	rules,	said	a	tournament	spokesperson.	No	player	is	above	them.	As	McIlroy	shifts	focus	to	upcoming	events	like	the	PGA	Championship,	the	ban	raises	questions	about	his	future	in	Australia.	Fans,	still	buzzing	from	his	Masters	triumph,	are	left	mourning	what	could	have	been	a	historic	return.	Rory	on	the
Sandbelt	wouldve	been	magic,	one	supporter	lamented.	For	now,	the	golf	world	waits	to	see	if	McIlroy	can	mend	ties	with	organizersor	if	this	marks	the	end	of	his	Australian	Open	legacy.	The	2025	British	Open	is	being	held	at	Royal	Portrush	Golf	Club	in	Portrush,	Northern	Ireland.	For	many	participating	in	the	event,	they	will	be	a	long	way	from
home	playing	in	the	one	golf	major	of	the	season	that	doesn't	take	place	in	the	United	States.For	Rory	McIlroy,	though,	it	will	be	a	homecoming.McIlroy	was	born	in	Holywood,	Northern	Ireland,	which	is	about	61	miles	(99.5	km)	southeast	of	Portrush.	While	he	had	played	in	many	events	at	the	infamous	course,	none	of	them	had	been	golf	majors	until
2019.	The	site	of	The	Open	Championship	changes	every	year,	and	in	2019,	Royal	Portrush	was	chosen	as	the	host	course	for	the	first	time	in	68	years.	Milroy	was	excited	to	play	such	a	familiar	course,	but	he	realized	very	quickly	that	a	major	at	the	course	felt	very	different	than	other	times	he	had	played	it.	Follow	The	Sporting	News	on
WhatsAppHere's	more	on	McIlroy's	last	appearance	at	Royal	Portrush	before	returning	to	the	course	at	the	2025	British	Open.MORE	BRITISH	OPEN	NEWS:Last	time	Rory	McIlroy	played	at	Royal	PortrushMcIlroy	last	played	at	Royal	Portrush	in	2019,	which	was	the	last	time	that	the	course	hosted	the	British	Open.	The	veteran	golfer	said	that	he
thought	he	had	prepared	for	the	major,	but	there	was	a	different	vibe	starting	the	round	on	that	first	tee."I	was	a	little	taken	aback,"	McIlroy	said.	"Like,Geez,	these	people	really	want	me	to	win."	While	it	seems	a	little	silly	of	a	realization	looking	back,	McIlroy	started	that	tournament	shanking	his	first	drive	out	of	bounds.	He	finished	that	hole	with	a
quadruple	bogey,	and	it	unfortunately	was	a	sign	of	things	to	come.McIlroy	would	shoot	a	79	in	the	first	round	and	missed	the	cut.	McIlroy	was	emotional	about	how	poorly	he	played	on	his	home	course,	but	he	decided	to	take	an	important	lesson	about	managing	emotion	from	the	performance."Whenever	you	get	put	in	environments	like	that,	its	you
trying	to	overcome	your	mind	and	trying	to	give	yourself	that	clarity	to	give	yourself	the	best	chance	to	put	together	a	really	good	performance,"	McIlroy	said.	"I	learned	pretty	quickly	that	one	of	the	challenges,	especially	in	a	week	like	this,	is	controlling	myself	and	controlling	that	battle."Shane	Lowry,	one	of	McIlroy's	closest	friends,	won	the	2019
British	Open.	He	confirmed	that	McIlroy	put	too	much	pressure	on	himself.	"He	did	put	a	lot	of	pressure	on	himself,	talking	about	it	being	the	biggest	tournament	hes	ever	going	to	play.You	live	and	you	learn,	and	Im	sure	hes	not	going	to	do	that	this	week."MORE	BRITISH	OPEN:	Is	Tiger	Woods	playing	in	the	2025	British	Open?Has	Rory	McIlroy	won
a	British	Open?Yes.	McIlroy	debuted	at	the	2007	British	Open	as	a	low	amateur.	Since	then,	he	has	managed	one	win	at	the	final	golf	major	of	the	year.	McIlroy	finally	completed	the	feat	at	the	2014	British	Open,	when	the	tournament	was	held	at	the	Royal	Liverpool	Golf	Club	in	Holylake,	England.MORE	RORY	MCILROY	NEWS:Rory	McIlroy	British
Open	career	timelineHere	is	how	McIlroy	has	fared	at	the	British	Open	in	his	career.YearFinish2007T42	(Low	Amateur)2009T472010T32011T252012T602013CUT201412016T52017T42018T22019CUT2021T46202232023T62024CUTHow	many	times	has	the	British	Open	been	at	Royal	Portrush?Unlike	the	Masters,	which	is	held	annually	at	Augusta
National	in	Georgia,	the	British	Open	changes	courses	every	year.	This	year	marks	the	third	time	in	history	that	it	will	be	held	at	Royal	Portrush.The	British	Open	was	first	held	at	the	course	in	1951.	Then,	there	was	a	68-year	gap	before	it	was	held	there	again	in	2019	when	McIlroy	got	to	play	his	home	course	for	the	first	time	in	a	golf	major.	The
British	Open	is	scheduled	out	for	the	next	two	years,	but	it	will	return	to	Royal	Birkdale	in	2026	and	Old	Course	at	St.	Andrews	in	2027.	Rory	McIlroy	was	asked	to	change	his	driver	(Image:	Getty)It	hasnt	been	the	return	to	major	championship	action	Rory	McIlroy	wouldve	been	hoping	for	following	his	stunning	Masters	victory	last	month.	Only	just
making	the	cut,	McIlroy	has	spent	the	majority	of	the	weekend	hovering	around	the	even	par	mark,	with	an	overwhelming	feeling	of	frustration	having	marred	his	Qual	Hollow	outing.Theres	certainly	a	feeling	of	too	much	too	soon	as	far	as	McIlroy	is	concerned,	given	the	35-year-old	took	some	time	out	of	the	Tour	following	his	Augusta	National
heroics,	even	returning	back	home	to	celebrate	the	win	with	his	family.	As	he	trudged	around	the	Quail	Hollow	course	-	one	that	has	treated	him	so	well	in	the	past	-	during	Sundays	final	round,	it	was	clear	by	that	point	he	was	just	going	through	the	motions.However,	theres	no	denying	that	preparations	wouldve	been	hindered,	not	only	by	his	trip
back	to	Northern	Ireland,	but	also	an	eleventh-hour	call	to	deem	his	driver	illegal.	It	was	deemed	non-conforming	by	the	USGA	following	a	random	check	in	the	build-up	to	the	years	second	major.After	only	managing	to	hit	10	out	of	28	fairways	following	the	first	three	rounds	of	action,	its	evident	the	last-minute	switch	impacted	McIlroys	game,	with
the	PGA	of	America	releasing	a	statement	explaining	the	decision.	It	read:	We	can	confirm	that	the	USGA	was	invited	to	do	club	testing	at	the	PGA	Championship,	at	the	PGA	of	Americas	request.	That	testing	program	is	consistent	with	the	same	level	of	support	that	the	USGA	provides	to	the	PGA	Tour	and	other	championships,	as	part	of	their	regular
programs	for	driver	testing.Rory	McIlroy	struggled	to	find	fairways	throughout	the	PGA	Championship	(Image:	Getty)	Stay	up-to-date	with	the	latest	golf	news	Join	us	on	WhatsAppOur	community	members	are	treated	to	special	offers,	promotions,	and	adverts	from	us	and	our	partners.	You	can	check	out	at	any	time.	Read	our	Privacy	Policy"Finding
driver	heads	that	have	crept	over	the	line	of	conformance	is	not	an	unusual	occurrence,	especially	for	clubs	that	are	hit	thousands	of	times	over	a	long	period	of	time."The	results	are	kept	confidential	to	protect	players,	who	are	unaware	the	club	has	fallen	out	of	conformance	and	not	responsible	for	it	falling	out	of	conformance	other	than	hitting	the
club	thousands	of	times.	Players	are	simply	asked	to	change	heads	if	necessary,	and	all	do	without	issue.Its	suggested	by	Sky	Sports	that	McIlroy	was	one	of	10	players	who	were	asked	to	change	their	heads,	with	the	five-time	major	winner	refusing	to	comment	on	the	driver	issue	following	the	opening	two	rounds.	McIlroy	will	now	be	hoping	hes	able
to	amend	the	driver	issue	ahead	of	next	months	US	Open,	which	gets	underway	on	Thursday,	12	June.
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