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My	first	teaching	job	was	in	a	Spanish-speaking	kindergarten	classroom.	Kindergartners	are	the	CUTEST!	So,	based	on	my	experience	in	the	classroom	and	with	my	own	kids	and	readers	of	this	blog,	I	know	which	kindergarten	books	make	the	best	read	alouds	for	teachers	and	parents!	These	picture	books	and	their	reviews	arent	just	entertaining	but
also	offer	learning	opportunities	for	your	kindergartners,	5	and	6-year-olds.	These	are	a	mix	of	recommendations	of	books	that	Ive	read	aloud	to	my	students,	along	with	the	newest	published	books.	its	important	to	read	aloud	to	your	kindergartners	several	times	during	the	day	to	build	brain	development,	language,	and	social	skills;	to	share	narrative
and	informational	tests,	to	expand	a	childs	world,	to	spark	curiosity,	and	to	teach	new	concepts.	You	dont	have	to	read	aloud	at	bedtime.	Try	reading	to	your	kids	or	students	at	breakfast	or	any	time	throughout	the	day!	Kindergarten	children	are	beginning	to	learn	phonics	and	decoding	so	they	can	read.	Find	the	best	book	recommendations	for
growing	readers,	including	100	early	reader	books	and	good	decodable	book	series.	If	youre	wondering	what	age	kindergarten	children	are	in	the	United	States,	the	answer	is	they	must	be	five	years	old	to	start	kindergarten	and	sometimes	will	be	six	years	old.	Sometimes,	parents	choose	to	red	shirt	their	children	which	means	they	wait	one	year
before	enrolling	their	child	in	kindergarten.	How	do	you	know	if	your	child	is	ready	for	kindergarten?	Check	this	kindergarten	readiness	checklist.	Ive	made	a	free	printable	PDF	of	this	book	list.	Sign	up	to	get	it	emailed	to	you!	Read	these	good	picture	books	for	the	first	week	of	kindergarten!	Theyll	show	children	what	to	expect	at	school.	I	highly
recommend	these	books.	Check	out	the	reviews	below.	This	is	the	Day	You	Beginby	Jaqueline	Woodson,	illustrations	by	Rafael	LpezThe	evocative,	lyrical	text	with	gorgeous,	lush	illustrationsilluminates	the	awkwardness	of	a	girls	first	days	at	school.She	listens	to	other	kids	big	stories	of	summer	and	feels	like	she	doesnt	fit	untilshe	finds	out	that
maybe	there	she	might	have	something	in	common	with	others	after	all.	The	King	of	Kindergartenby	Derrick	Barnes,	illustrated	by	Vanessa	Brantley-NewtonToday,	youre	the	King	of	Kindergarten!	Rich	imagery	filled	with	hyperbole	and	metaphor,	plus	captivating	illustrations,	create	a	festive	atmosphere	filled	with	exuberance	and	bravery.	Kids	love
this	day	at	kindergarten	filled	with	the	many	happy	possibilities,	including	storytime,	recess,	playing	with	new	friends,	and	a	kind	teacher.	This	is	one	of	the	best	award	winning	kindergarten	books!	KINDergarten	Where	Kindness	Matters	Every	Day	by	Vera	Ahiyya,	illustration	by	Joey	ChouLeo	gets	a	letter	from	his	new	kindergarten	teacher,	Ms.
Perry,	but	hes	still	feeling	unsure	about	school.	When	he	goes	to	school,	his	teacher	helps	Leo	and	his	classmates	learn	about	kindness	in	action	like	raising	hands	and	saying	nice	words.	During	the	school	day,	Ms.	Perry	reassures	Leo	and	introduces	him	to	new	friends.	At	the	end	of	the	day,	Leo	and	his	classmates	decorate	those	kindness	pledges,
and	his	classmates	give	Leo	compliments	about	his	kind	behavior.	Just	Itzyby	Lana	Krumwiede,	illustrated	by	Greg	PizzoliItzy	combines	all	the	nursery	rhyme	spider	stories	and	songs	into	one	funny	story	about	Itzy	going	to	kindergarten.First,	he	chases	a	fly	and	accidentally	scares	a	little	girl	eating	curds	and	whey	on	a	tuffet,	only	to	get	swallowed	by
an	old	lady	(who	also	swallowed	a	lot	of	other	crazy	things!)	When	hes	coughed	back	up,	he	tries	to	build	a	web.	As	he	does,	it	starts	raining	and	he	struggles	to	keep	going	up	the	waterspout.	Hilarious,	right?!	We	Dont	Eat	Our	Classmatesby	Ryan	T.	HigginsAfter	a	rough	first	day	at	school	where	this	little	dinosaureatsher	classmates,Penelopes	dad
explains	while	children	might	taste	good,	its	not	a	good	idea	to	eat	them.But	she	does	it	again	next	day.	Its	not	until	the	class	goldfish	chomps	on	Penelopes	finger,	and	it	HURTS	that	she	realizes	its	not	fun	to	be	someone	elses	snack!	Penelope	tries	to	remember	this	valuable	lesson	so	she	can	make	friends	and	playmates	at	school.	Good	books	for
kindergarten	students	include	books	that	help	children	with	social	skills.	Picture	books	like	the	books	on	this	list	Speak	Up,	Molly	Lou	Melonby	Patty	Lovell,	illustrated	by	David	CatrowMolly	Lou	Melon	IS	THE	BEST!Shes	responsible,	loving,	kind,	tells	the	truth,	and	speaks	up	for	whats	right,	like	stopping	a	classmate	who	teases	a	new	student.The
illustrations	are	absolutely	perfect	and	filled	with	tons	of	nuanced	details	that	add	depth	and	humor	to	the	story.	Turtle	and	Tortoise	Are	Not	Friendsby	Mike	Reiss,	illustrated	by	Ashley	SpiresIf	you	like	FUNNY	picture	books	with	a	great	lesson	about	friendship,	this	is	a	great	kindergarten	read	aloud.The	tortoise	and	turtle	agree	that	since	theyre
different,	they	cant	be	friends.	Its	too	bad	because	theyre	in	the	same	pen,	and	they	each	have	interesting	adventures.	Many	silly	antics	happen	that	will	crack	you	up.	Eventually,	these	stubborn	creatures	learn	that	both	are	in	the	turtle	familyand	six	years	later,	they	decide	to	be	friends.	Jenny	Mei	Is	Sadby	Tracy	SubisakNarrated	by	Jenny	Meis
friend,	we	learn	that	Jenny	Mei	is	sad,	but	she	doesnt	always	show	it.	Sometimes	she	smiles	and	sometimes	she	rips	things,	and	sometimes	she	is	quiet.	And	its	ok.	Her	friend	is	always	there	for	fun	and	not-fun	and	everything	in	between.This	kindergarten	book	shows	the	importance	of	accepting	a	friends	feelings	and	behaviors	without	judgment	or
trying	to	fix	things.	How	to	Apologizeby	David	LaRochelle,	illustrated	by	Mike	WohnoutkaUse	this	gentle,	instructive	guidebook	to	teach	children	about	apologizing.It	gives	readers	examples	of	what	not	to	do	(dont	make	excuses)	and	what	to	do	(be	sincere).	The	examples	show	animals	acting	out	apologies	and,	because	most	of	them	arent	good
apologies,	end	up	being	quite	funny.	When	Charley	Met	Emmaby	Amy	Webb,	illustrated	by	Merrilee	LiddiardCharleys	mom	teaches	him	that	Different	isnt	weird,	sad,	bad,	or	strange.	Different	is	different.	And	different	is	OK!	But	he	hurts	Emmas	feelings	and	fixes	it	with	an	apology.	Emma	helps	Charley	know	that	even	though	shes	a	little	differenter
than	he	is,	shes	a	lot	the	same,	too.	This	compassionate	story	shows	the	importance	ofaccepting	(physical)	disabilitieswith	kindness	and	openheartedness.	You	Will	Be	My	Friendby	Peter	BrownI	love	how	hilarious	this	picture	book	is!	Lucy	is	very	enthusiastic	about	making	friends	with	a	forest	critter.	Her	good	intentions	go	awry,	and	soon	Lucy	is
yelling	at	the	forest	animals	Come	back	here	and	have	fun	with	me	and	You	WILL	be	my	friend.	This	isnt	a	great	way	to	make	friends,	either.	Will	Lucy	ever	make	a	friend?	That	Fruit	Is	Mine!by	Anuska	AllepuzThis	is	a	charming	story	about	learning	to	share	and	the	power	of	cooperation.	Youll	crack	up	watching	the	elephants	many	failed	attempts	to
get	delicious-looking	fruit	off	a	tree	while	simultaneously	watching	a	tiny	group	of	mice	work	together	to	get	the	yummy	fruit,	too.	Who	do	you	think	succeeds?	The	mice!	When	the	elephants	see	what	the	mice	have	accomplished,	they	love	the	idea	of	teamwork	and	try	again.	The	More	the	Merrierby	David	Martin,	illustrated	by	Raissa	FigueroaAn
exuberant	celebration	of	each	animals	uniqueness	as	one	after	the	other	joins	bear	in	dancing	through	the	forest	in	their	own	way.Moose	galumphs,	snake	wiggles,	deer	leaps,	owl	flies.	Rhythmic	with	repetition,	this	animal	party	is	a	delight	to	read	aloud.	As	each	animal	is	introduced	they	say	something	similar	to	this	I	like	your	beat.	But	Im	not	like
you.	So	Ill	just	do	what	I	can	do.	What	fun	to	celebrate	individuality	and	dance	together!	Younger	children	love	read	aloud	time.	Share	these	stories	with	young	readers	to	help	them	learn	about	feelings	and	to	normalize	feeling	all	your	feelings.	One	of	the	most	important	things	for	kindergarten	children	is	to	learn	social	emotional	skills	and	self-
regulation.	Wemberly	Worried	by	Kevin	HenkesWemberly	worries	about	many	things,	especially	starting	school.	While	this	only	touches	on	anxiety,	its	a	reassuring	story	that	sometimes	things	we	worry	about	things	turn	out	just	fine.	The	Magical	Yetby	Angela	DiTerlizzi,	illustrated	by	Lorena	AlvarezThis	growth	mindset	story	reminds	children	that
just	because	they	cant	do	something,	its	not	forever	its	just	that	they	cant	do	it	YET.The	magical	yet	means	that	youll	start	to	see	the	possibilities	in	the	future.	Yet	doesnt	mind	mistakes	or	do-overs.	With	patience	and	an	open	mind	to	the	magical	yet,	you	can	get	where	you	want	to	be.	The	Little	Butterfly	That	Couldby	Ross	BurachA	distressed
butterfly	gets	lost	from	her	migrating	group.She	talks	with	a	whale	about	her	fears	and	resistance.	The	whale	encourages	the	reluctant	butterfly	to	find	its	gumption	and	courage,	kicking	it	out	of	his	stomach	and	telling	it	to	keep	trying.	Its	funny,	emotional,	and	relatable	all	narrated	in	dialogue	bubbles.	Kindergarteners	will	ADORE	this	cute	little
creaturesadventuresand	valuable	life	lessons.	The	Book	of	Mistakesby	Corinna	LuykenIt	started	//	with	a	mistake.	Mistakes	allow	the	artist	to	create	something	unexpected.Mistake	after	mistake	shows	a	shift	in	expectation	and	a	hefty	dose	of	growth	mindset.Lots	of	whitespacemakes	Luykens	exquisite	artwork	pop.	Grumpy	Monkeyby	Suzanne	Lang,
illustrated	by	Max	LangThis	is	one	of	the	best,	most	healthy	emotional	intelligence	childrens	books	Ive	ever	read	aboutfeeling	your	feelings.Jim	Panzee	wakes	up,	and	nothing	seems	right.	His	jungle	friends	like	Norman	suggest	that	he	might	be	grumpy.	Yet	Jim	insists	hes	NOT	grumpy.	As	Jim	stomps	around,	bunching	his	eyebrows,	not	swinging,	he
yells	at	the	other	animals	that	he	is	NOT	grumpy.	Later	that	day,	Jim	sits	with	Norman.	For	now	I	need	to	be	grumpy,	he	explains	finally.	To	which	Norman	responds,	Its	a	wonderful	day	to	be	grumpy.	This	Sheep	Needs	Your	Help	written	and	illustrated	by	David	LaRochelle	and	YOUI	LOVE	THIS	BOOK!	Kids	will,	too.	Readers	get	to	help	Sheep	return
to	his	flock	using	their	drawing	skills	and	the	attached	dry-erase	marker.	First,	the	Sheep	asks	readers	to	draw	a	boat	to	cross	the	lake,	then	help	with	skis	and	warm	clothes	for	the	next,	snowy	setting,	and	after	that,	a	big	flower	to	distract	a	bee.	But	there	are	more	adventures	and	drawings	on	each	subsequent	page.	Eventually,	you	will	help	Sheeps
return	home	AND	become	an	honorary	Sheep!	HOW	CUTE	IS	THIS?!	Kevin	the	Unicorn:	Its	Not	All	Rainbowsby	Jessica	von	InnerebnerA	delightful	book	about	feeling	your	REAL	feelings,	even	if	they	are	not	happy	ones!Kevin	is	supposed	to	have	days	filled	with	magical	awesomeness.	Except	he	isnt.	He	tries	to	pretend	hes	having	a	glittery	and
fantastic	day	but	his	day	is	filled	with	not-so-great	things	and	a	lot	of	pretending	that	he	is	happy.	Until	he	cant	contain	his	emotions	anymore	and	shouts	out	the	truth,	Today	is	not	awesome	or	fantastic	and	its	definitely	NOT	sparkly.	Interestingly	enough,	hes	not	the	only	one	feeling	that	way.Once	Kevin	stops	pretending,	other	unicorns	admit	that
theyre	not	having	perfect	days	either.	And	thats	okay!	I	Forgive	Alex	A	Simple	Story	About	Understandingby	KerascoetWordlesswith	beautiful	illustrations,	this	story	tells	about	the	time	at	recess	when	Alexs	ball	hit	his	classmates	pictures,	and	they	fell	in	a	puddle.	Everyone	seems	mad	at	Alex,	but	eventually,	the	boy	to	whom	the	drawings	belonged,
shakes	Alexs	hand	and	forgives	him.	Reading	kindergarten	books	like	these	picture	books	will	do	double	duty.	The	books	teach	concepts	through	their	stories	while	also	sharing	entertaining	stories	that	children	love.	Ralph	Tells	a	Storyby	Abby	HanlonStories	are	everywhere.	In	fact,	Ralphs	teacher	helps	his	classmates	and	him	find	story	ideas	in
everyday	things.	Fiona	the	Fruit	Batby	Dan	Riskin,	illustrated	by	Rachel	QiuqiRead	this	mesmerizing	story	of	a	young	fruit	bat	who	is	ready	to	take	her	first	flightand	doesnt	understand	why	she	needs	to	listen.	As	Fiona	explores	the	world,	she	begins	to	understand	how	echolocation	helps	her	hear	where	she	is.The	illustrations	go	from	dark	to	light,
and	the	story	models	growth	mindset.	The	Cat,	the	Dog,	Little	Red,	The	Exploding	Eggs,	the	Wolf,	and	Grandma	by	Diane	and	Christyan	FoxCat	begins	to	read	the	story	of	the	fairy	tale	Little	Red	Riding	Hood	to	Dog,	but	she	doesnt	get	far	before	Dog	interrupts	with	his	ever-so-interesting	thoughts	about	what	might	happen	next.	Cat	is	not	amused.	..
Dog	just	cant	help	himself,	though.	Your	kids	will	love	Dog	and	Cat	and	their	unique	and	different	personalities.	Even	better,	use	this	book	to	teach	asking	questions	and	writing	a	story.	The	Donkey	Egg	by	Janet	Stevens	and	Susan	Stevens	CrummelImpressively	educational	while	being	funny,	charming,	and	warmhearted!	Fox	tricks	Bear	into	hatching
a	donkey	egg	for	only	$19.94.	While	Bear	sits	and	sits	on	the	so-called	Donkey	Egg,	we	learn	helpful	information	about	telling	time.	Read	aloud	this	kindergarten	book	to	introduce	the	passage	of	time	and	how	to	tell	time.	Pigeon	Mathby	Asia	Citro,	illustrated	by	Richard	WatsonAddition	and	subtraction	fun	with	birds!!An	increasingly	exasperated
narrator	is	TRYING	to	tell	the	story	about	ten	pigeons,	but	its	not	going	well.	Visual	support,	goofy	humor,	and	plenty	of	kid	appeal	make	this	a	100%	must-read-aloud	illustrated	book.	Bracelets	for	Binas	Brothersby	Rajani	LaRocca,	illustrated	by	Chaaya	PrabhatTo	celebrate	the	Raksha	Bandham	holiday,	Bina	makes	bracelets	for	her	brothers.	First,
she	surveys	her	brothers	preferences	for	colors.	Then,	she	makes	bracelets	with	their	favorite	colors	in	patterns	by	problem-solving.	Gorgeous	illustrations	and	likable	main	characters	make	this	math	story	a	fun	way	to	learn	about	patterns.	How	Rocket	Learned	to	Readby	Tad	HillsRocket	is	a	dog	who	accidentally	becomes	a	birds	reading	student
when	hes	nearby	the	birds	school.	Rocket	isnt	interested	in	learning	to	read	until	he	hears	the	bird	read	a	story	about	an	unlucky	dog	missing	his	favorite	bone.	Rocket	learns	the	alphabet,	letter	sounds,	and	how	to	read	words.	Eventually,	the	bird	must	fly	south	for	winter	but	will	return	for	more	reading.	Click,	Clack,	Moo	Cows	That	Type	by	Doreen
CroninThe	cows	want	changes	electric	blankets	and	that	sort	of	thing.	So	they	leave	Farmer	Brown	notes	with	their	demands	.	.	.	The	picture	book	story	is	not	only	very	creative	and	funny	but	also	shows	the	power	of	persuasive	letter	writing.	Do	Not	Bring	Your	Dragon	to	the	Libraryby	Julie	Gassman,	illustrated	by	Andy	ElkertonDragons	are	rude,
they	set	things	on	fire,	they	break	things,	all	in	all,	there	are	a	lot	of	reasons	why	you	shouldnt	bring	your	dragon	to	the	library.	So,	why	not	borrow	books	for	your	dragon	to	enjoy	at	home?Excellent	rules	for	dragon	owners!	Dont	Touch	My	Hair!by	Sharee	MillerAria	loves	her	hair	but	doesnt	love	when	people	touch	it.She	hides	in	all	sorts	of
fantastical	places	a	castle,	outer	space,	underwater.	Soon,	Aria	gets	lonely	and	goes	home.	The	next	time	someone	touches	her	hair,	she	says,	Dont	touch	my	hair.	When	people	ask,	Aria	feels	comfortable	saying	either	no	or	yes.	What	a	beautiful	book	to	help	children	learn	about	respectful	boundaries.	XO,	Exoplanetby	Deborah	Underwood,	illustrated
by	Jorge	LaceraGet	ready	to	laugh	at	this	hysterical	solar	system	story!When	our	solar	systems	planets	write	a	friendly	letter	to	an	exoplanet,	their	communication	turns	into	a	funny	argument	after	the	exoplanet	tells	our	planets	that	THEY	are	the	exoplanets.	A	visiting	comet	helps	them	see	that	both	sides	are	rightdepending	on	your	perspective.	The
Owl	Who	Asks	Whyby	Michelle	Garcia	Andersen,	illustrated	by	Ayesha	L.	Rubio	LittleOwl	has	a	lot	of	questions.	The	other	owls	laugh	because	Owl	doesnt	ask	Who?	questions.	The	same	thing	happens	to	Little	Wolf,	who	asks	When?	questions	not	How?	questions.	So	both	Little	Owl	and	Little	Wolf	run	away	together.	But	they	get	lost	and	scared	and
ask	a	variety	of	questions	including	to	help	them	find	the	way	home.	This	is	a	wonderful	celebration	of	being	true	to	yourself,	staying	curious,	and	solving	problems.	Too	Many	Pigs	and	One	Big	Bad	Wolfby	Davide	Cali	and	Marianna	BalducciClever,	hilarious,	and	filled	with	so	many	juicy	things	like	counting	and	storytelling	with	a	demanding	reader,
this	2022	picture	book	begs	for	multiple	readings.The	narrator	begins	with	a	short,	2-sentence	story	about	the	three	little	pigs	on	the	abacus	that	the	wolf	eats.	Except,	the	reader	demands	a	longer	story.	So	the	narrator	tries	again,	adding	more	pigs	to	the	abacus	and	more	short	stories.	Count	all	the	pigs	and	notice	the	pigs	grouped	by	colors	and
numbers.	Fantastic!	Dodos	Are	Not	Extinct!	Theyre	Just	in	Disguiseby	Paddy	DonnellyA	playful	introduction	toextinct	animals!Learn	all	about	the	dodo	and	other	so-called	extinct	animals	who	are	simply	in	disguise.	Why	are	they	in	disguise?	Because	theyre	so	popular,	of	course!	That	means	that	the	quagga	wears	striped	pants	or	a	brown	sweater	to
blend	in,	the	Smilodon	grows	a	mustache	to	hide	his	tusks,	and	dinosaurs	are	everywhere.	Kindergarteners	love	fun	books	like	these.	Reading	books	that	are	funny	hooks	kids	on	good	books!	This	Is	a	Taco!	by	Andrew	Cangelose,	illustrated	by	Josh	ShipleyOur	narrator	wants	to	tell	you	about	squirrels	with	the	help	of	Taco,	a	squirrel	who	loves	tacos.
Taco	gets	more	irritated	with	the	narrator	when	he	hears	the	facts	like	squirrels	love	to	eat	nuts,	acorns,	and	even	tree	bark.	(He	only	agreed	to	be	in	the	book	because	he	thought	there	would	be	tacos!)	This	is	a	good	nonfiction	book	with	facts	paired	with	hilarious	commentary	and	a	surprise	ending.	This	Is	a	Moose	by	Richard	T.	Morris,	illustrated	by
Tom	LichtenheldHilarious!	This	is	a	moose.	Who	wants	to	be	an	astronaut?	But	the	narrator	gets	more	irked	in	this	silly	adventure	with	animals	who	want	to	do	big	things	like	be	doctors	and	astronauts.	Interrupting	Chicken:	Cookies	for	Breakfast	by	David	Ezra	SteinThe	interrupting	chicken	series	is	the	BEST!	Read	aloud	this	series	of	kindergarten
books	in	any	order.	In	this	story,	Little	Red	Chicken	loves	to	modify	the	stories	his	dad	reads	aloud.This	morning,	Little	Red	Chicken	adds	cookies	to	the	nursery	rhymes.	Eventually,	Papa	suggests	that	instead	of	cookies	for	breakfast,	they	have	cakea	pancake.	Entertaining,	funny,	and	playful.	We	Found	a	Hatby	Jon	KlassenTwo	turtles.	One	hat.	What
will	they	do?	Klassenshows	the	friends	together,	one	turtles	internal	struggling	with	wanting	to	sneak	back	for	the	hat	and	the	otherfriend	sharing	a	dream	about	them	both	having	their	own	hats.Illustrations	tell	much	of	this	story	so	pay	close	attention	to	this	important	sharing	life	lesson!	Unicorns	Are	the	Worstby	Alex	WillanGoblin	is	annoyed	when
unicorns	move	in	next	door	maybe	even	jealous.Because	unicorns	just	frolic	all	day	long	and	they	get	their	own	themed	birthday	party	supplies!	AND	THERES	SO	MUCH	GLITTER	and	so	many	tea	partiesto	which	they	dont	invite	Goblin.	Unicorns	are	really	the	worst!	But	Goblins	opinion	changes	when	the	unicorns	help	him	escape	a	dragon.	Clearly,
dragons	are	really	the	worst.	Exceptional,	inviting	artwork!	Pacho	Nacho	by	Silvia	Lopez,	illustrated	by	Pablo	PinoThis	hilarious	story	begs	to	be	read	aloud.	Its	about	a	family	that	has	two	sons,	the	oldest	son	has	a	VERY	long	name	that	his	parents	insist	everyone	use,	Pacho-Nacho-Nico-Tico-Melo-Felo-Kiko-Rico.	This	name	appeases	the	family	who
suggested	all	the	names,	but	when	he	falls	into	the	river,	it	takes	so	long	for	his	brother	Juan	to	say	his	name	and	get	help	that	the	parents	decide	to	shorten	his	name.	Based	on	an	old	Japanese	folktale,	youll	love	the	retelling	set	in	Mexico	interspersed	with	Spanish	words.	The	Little	Blue	Bridgeby	Brenda	Maier,	illustrated	by	Sonia	SanchezEchoing
the	Three	Billy	Goats	Gruff	fairy	tale,	Ruby	wants	to	cross	the	bridge	and	pick	blueberries.But	her	brothers	go	without	her	because	shes	too	little.	When	the	brothers	try	to	cross,	the	log-guard	Santiago	says,	Im	the	boss	and	you	cant	crossunless	you	give	me	a	snack.	The	boys	tell	Santiago	to	wait	for	the	next	sibling.	Finally,	Ruby	builds	her	own
bridgeand	Santiago	helps	her	with.	KEEP	READING	Decodable	Books	for	Kindergarten	Early	Reader	Books	Books	for	1st	Graders	Melissa	Taylor	Melissa	Taylor,	MA,	is	the	creator	of	Imagination	Soup.	She's	a	mother,	former	award-winning	teacher	&	literacy	trainer,	author,	author	coach	and	publicist	at	Imaginarium	Author	Solutions,	and	freelance
education	writer.	She	writes	Imagination	Soup,	supports	authors,	and	freelances	for	publications	online	and	in	print,	including	Penguin	Random	House's	Brightly	website.	She	is	passionate	about	matching	kids	with	books	that	they'll	love.	Welcome	to	Amys	Bookshelf!	Here,	teachers	will	find	carefully	curated	book	lists	for	each	grade	level	from
kindergarten	to	twelfth	grade.	Moving	forward,	new	lists	filled	with	book	recommendations	will	be	published	weekly.	Sometimes,	these	lists	will	be	organized	around	a	specific	theme,	like	a	holiday	or	seasonal	event.	Other	times,	they	will	feature	rockstar	books	books	practically	guaranteed	to	get	your	students	reading.	Before	jumping	into	reading
recommendations,	a	few	words	about	how	books	are	selected.	First,	it	is	so	important	that	teachers	prioritize	reading	interest	over	reading	level.	Students	will	often	choose	to	read	well	above	or	below	their	reading	level	if	they	are	particularly	interested	in	a	book	or	topic.	Teachers	only	hurt	students	by	limiting	them	to	a	specific	selection	of	titles
grouped	according	to	an	arbitrary	number	or	level.	Think	of	the	books	on	these	lists	as	starting	places	for	you	and	your	students,	but	if	a	student	wants	to	read	up	(or	down),	that	is	a-ok.	Also,	please	note	that	these	lists	lean	heavily	toward	modern	selections	as	opposed	to	the	classics	many	teachers	are	familiar	with.	A	true	renaissance	is	happening	in
childrens	literature	today,	and	the	books	coming	out	are	truly	exciting.	One	of	the	factors	that	makes	this	such	an	exciting	time	for	kid	lit	is	how	diverse	the	selections	are	in	terms	of	genre,	characters	and	subject	matter.	These	lists	will	feature	fiction	and	nonfiction	selections	as	well	as	graphic	novels,	novels	written	in	verse,	and	more.	Any	book	list
or	classroom	library	worth	its	salt	includes	books	featuring	LGBTQIA+	characters,	racially	diverse	characters,	characters	with	disabilities,	characters	in	the	foster	care	system,	characters	from	a	wide	variety	of	socioeconomic	and	religious	backgrounds,	and	so	on.	Importantly,	the	diversity	of	the	characters	doesnt	always	need	to	be	the	focus	of	the
literature	in	other	words,	a	book	featuring	a	black	character	or	gay	character	doesnt	need	to	be	about	those	individuals	exploring	their	blackness	or	their	gayness;	those	characters	can	have	kid	problems	that	apply	to	all	children	regardless	of	their	race	or	sexual	orientation.	Similarly,	students	should	be	encouraged	to	read	stories	featuring	people	of
diversity	all	year	long	not	just	during	a	month	set	aside	to	celebrate	a	specific	heritage.	One	final	note:	Todays	childrens	literature	does	not	shy	away	from	frank	discussions	of	gender,	race,	sex,	sexuality,	abuse,	mental	illness,	and	more	nor	should	it.	I	will	not	censor	books	from	these	lists	based	on	these	controversial	areas.	What	books	you
recommend	will	depend	on	the	specific	district	you	work	in	and	your	clientele.	I	encourage	you	and	your	students	to	read	widely	without	fear.	Check	out	our	best	picks	for	other	grade	levels:	This	list	features	books	perfect	for	children	just	beginning	their	school	careers.	The	books	on	this	list	are	excellent	read-alouds,	because	most	kindergarteners
are	just	learning	the	fundamentals	of	reading	and	need	to	hear	wonderful	words	read	aloud	on	a	daily	basis.	Part	of	developing	a	lifelong	learner	is	making	literacy	part	of	everyday	life.	Young	children	(and	older	children,	too!)	love	to	be	read	to,	so	this	list	leans	toward	books	that	are	fun	to	hear	aloud.	Youll	also	find	books	designed	to	help	young
ones	learn	their	ABCs,	acclimate	to	their	new	school	surroundings,	and	navigate	the	challenges	of	childhood.	Just	so	you	know,	Bored	Teachers	may	get	a	small	share	of	the	sales	made	through	the	links	on	this	page.	by	Jacqueline	Woodson,	illustrated	by	Rafael	Lpez	Get	it	HERE.	This	book	begins	with	the	words	There	will	be	times	when	you	walk	into
a	room	and	no	one	there	is	quite	like	you.	These	words	are	also	the	books	premise	that	sometimes,	we	feel	different,	and	that	is	okay.	The	Day	You	Begin	is	a	celebration	of	diversity	as	the	young	children	in	the	story	each	realize	they	all	feel	different,	but	that	those	differences	are	what	make	them	beautiful.	Its	a	perfect	story	for	any	children	with	new
school	year	jitters.	by	Audrey	Penn,	illustrated	by	Ruth	E.	Harper	and	Nancy	M.	Leak	Get	it	HERE.	The	Kissing	Hand	is	a	soft	story	about	a	young	racoon	named	Chester	who	worries	about	being	away	from	his	mother.	He	does	not	want	to	go	to	school.	To	help,	his	mother	shares	a	family	secret	that	comforts	Chester	and	helps	him	feel	safe	even	when
hes	outside	his	comfort	zone.	by	Doreen	Cronin,	illustrated	by	Betsy	Lewin	Get	it	HERE.	This	hysterical	book	begins	when	Farmer	Browns	cows	discover	a	typewriter.	They	begin	writing	notes	requesting	things	such	as	electric	blankets.	When	the	farmer	doesnt	cooperate,	neither	do	the	cows	which	means	no	milk	for	Farmer	Brown!	This	book	is	a
Caldecott	Honor	Book,	recognized	for	distinguised	picture	book	art.	by	Bill	Thomson(author,illustrator)	Get	it	HERE.	Chalkis	a	wordless	picture	book	about	young	children	who	discover	magical	chalk.	Whatever	they	draw	on	the	playgrounds	sidewalks	comes	to	life.	This	is	all	fun	and	games	until	they	draw	a	T-Rex,	which	also	comes	alive!	Wordless
picture	books	are	great	read-alouds	because	young	children	can	be	encouraged	to	tell	the	story	in	their	own	way.	by	Drew	Daywalt,	illustrated	by	Oliver	Jeffers	Get	it	HERE.	Young	Duncan	opens	his	crayon	box	to	color	a	picture	only	to	find	that	his	crayons	have	gone	on	strike!	They	are	tired	of	only	being	used	for	one	job.	Blue	wants	to	do	more	than
color	water,	Black	wants	to	be	used	for	more	than	just	outlining.	Duncan	finds	a	clever	solution	to	this	problem	that	makes	everyone	happy.	by	Micahel	Hall(author,illustrator)	Get	it	HERE.	This	book	is	a	great	companion	to	The	Day	the	Crayons	Quit.	Its	about	a	blue	crayon	mistakenly	wrapped	in	a	red	crayons	wrapper.	An	identity	crisis	unfolds,	and
the	book	has	a	nice	message	about	what	it	means	to	be	true	to	yourself.	by	Ezra	Jack	Keats(author,illustrator)	Get	it	HERE.	A	classic	that	won	the	Caldecott	Medal	in	1963,	this	book	is	about	a	young	boy	who	plays	in	a	city	snowfall.	by	Peggy	Rathmann(author,illustrator)	Get	it	HERE.	A	funny	book	that	features	sparse	prose.	A	zookeeper	locks	up	the
zoo	at	night,	but	one	of	the	clever	animals	steals	his	keys.	The	animals	quietly	parade	home	behind	the	zookeeper,	leading	to	a	laugh-out-loud	conclusion.	by	Jane	Yolen,	illustrated	by	Mark	Teague	Get	it	HERE.	Another	bedtime	book,	this	one	is	about	human	mommies	and	daddies	trying	to	get	their	dinosaur	children	to	sleep.	Children	and	adults	alike
will	recognize	the	stalling	tactics	of	the	dinosaurs,	and	little	ones	might	just	learn	a	lesson	about	what	a	peaceful	bedtime	routine	means.	by	Audrey	Wood,	illustrated	by	Don	Wood	Get	it	HERE.	In	The	Napping	House,	a	snoring	granny	is	too	irresistable	and	is	soon	joined	on	the	bed	by	a	dog,	a	cat,	a	child,	and	a	mouse.	One	more	creature	piles	on	and
wakes	everyone	up!	It	features	repetition,	so	children	will	be	able	to	read	along	with	you	after	a	few	iterations.	by	Margaret	Wise	Brown,	illustrated	by	Clement	Hurd	Get	it	HERE.	A	childhood	classic	that	continues	to	be	loved	by	generations	of	readers.	This	short	and	sweet	poem	features	a	little	bunny	saying	goodnight	to	all	the	things	in	the	great
green	room.	Children	love	to	find	the	mouse	that	moves	to	a	different	hiding	spot	on	each	page.	by	Jory	John,	illustrated	by	Benji	Davies	Get	it	HERE.	Bear	and	Duck	are	neighbors.	Bear	is	sleepy;	duck	is	a	night	owl.	Goodnight	Alreadywas	recognized	as	an	E.B.	White	Read	Aloud	Honor	Book,	so	its	guaranteed	to	entertain	the	littles	with	its	dry	humor
and	fun	ending.	by	Sherri	Duskey	Rinker,	illustrated	by	Tom	Lichtenheld	Get	it	HERE.	A	train	pulls	into	the	station,	and	animals	of	all	kinds	load	the	various	train	cars.	Train	enthusiasts	will	learn	all	about	refrigerator	cars,	tanker	cars,	and	hoppers.	Plus,	the	story	is	written	in	impeccable	verse	which	makes	it	a	lovely	book	to	read	aloud.	by	Nick	Bruel
(author,illustrator)	Get	it	HERE.	Bad	Kitty	is	one	of	the	most	unique	alphabet	books	to	hit	the	market	in	years.	This	book	goes	through	the	alphabet	four	times	as	Bad	Kitty	refuses	to	eat	her	vegetables	and	get	her	revenge	when	her	household	runs	out	of	the	good	food.	Its	witty	as	all	daylights.	by	Bill	Martin,	Jr.	and	John	Archambault,	illustrated	by
Lois	Ehlert	Get	it	HERE.	This	is	a	classic	alphabet	book	about	all	the	letters	of	the	alphabet	climbing	into	a	coconut	tree.	The	words	of	the	book	are	written	in	a	rhythmic	verse	that	is	easy	to	read	aloud	and	easy	to	memorize.	by	Sara	Gillingham(author,illustrator)	Get	it	HERE.	Children	are	introduced	to	the	phonetic	alphabet	(A=Alpha),	morse	code,
nautical	flags,	and	more.	Children	can	crack	nautical	code	with	a	little	help	from	their	teachers	and	parents.	The	text	is	accompanied	by	geometric	illustrations	and	information	about	various	ships,	too.	by	Patrick	McDonnell(author,illustrator)	Get	it	HERE.	A	little	red	cat	finds	his	front	door	wide	open	and	runs	outside.	A	chase	ensues	as	animals
corresponding	to	each	letter	of	the	alphabet	join	the	runaway	cat.	by	Mo	Willems	(author,illustrator)	Get	it	HERE.	Author	and	illustrator	Mo	Willems	wrote	for	Sesame	Street	for	years	and	now	pens	brilliantly	funny	picture	books	perfect	for	young	children.	In	this	book,	the	bus	driver	turns	directly	to	the	reader	(the	child)	and	says,	Dont	let	the	pigeon
drive	the	bus.	Pigeon	uses	all	sorts	of	techniques	to	cajole	your	child	into	letting	him	drive,	but	here,	the	reader	is	in	charge.	by	Julia	Donaldson,	illustrated	by	Axel	Scheffler	Get	it	HERE.	Mouse	is	taking	a	stroll	through	the	forest	when	some	predators	join	him.	To	keep	from	being	eaten	by	Snake	or	Fox	or	Owl,	Mouse	invents	a	story	about	a	terrible
creature	known	as	the	Gruffalo.	Lo	and	behold,	the	Gruffalo	turns	out	to	be	real.	by	Anna	Dewdney(author,illustrator)	Get	it	HERE.	Baby	Llama	gets	anxious	at	bedtime	when	his	mommy	says	goodnight.	In	the	end,	mama	llama	shows	back	up	to	reassure	her	baby	that	she	will	always	be	there.	by	Adam	Rubin,	illustrated	by	Daniel	Salmieri	Get	it
HERE.	If	you	ever	want	to	lure	dragons	to	your	party,	tempt	them	with	tacos!	But	hold	the	hot	sauce	this	book	shows	what	happens	if	you	dont!	by	Deborah	Underwood,	illustrated	by	Renata	Liwska	Get	it	HERE.	A	book	where	images	and	text	are	truly	melded	together	beautifully	to	support	the	message.	This	book	explores	different	types	of	quiet
tense	quiet	moments	like	when	youre	at	the	top	of	the	roller	coaster	hill	to	softer	quiet	moments	like	a	car	ride	in	the	snow.	by	Mary	Sullivan(author,illustrator)	Get	it	HERE.	A	2014	Theodor	Seuss	Geisel	Honor	Book	(recognizing	distinguished	books	for	young	readers),	Ballfeatures	a	dog	who	just	wants	to	play	fetch.	When	no	one	will	play,	he	plays
fetch	by	himself.	by	Amy	Krouse	Rosenthal,	illustrated	by	Tom	Litchenheld	Get	it	HERE.	A	simple	book	filled	with	good	wishes	for	the	reader.	This	would	be	as	appropriate	a	high	school	graduation	gift	as	it	is	a	sweet	book	for	young	children.	by	Andrea	Beaty,	illustrated	by	David	Roberts	Get	it	HERE.	Ada	Twist	has	questions,	and	her	curiosity	drives
her	to	seek	answers.	An	empowering	text	heavily	focused	on	STEM	subjects.	Later	books	in	the	series	feature	Adas	friends:	Iggy	Peck,	Architect,and	Rosie	Revere,	Engineer.	by	Joseph	Slate,	illustrated	by	Ashley	Wolff	Get	it	HERE.	Students	get	insight	into	their	teachers	prepping	away	for	the	first	day	of	school	as	they	are	home	getting	ready	for	the
first	day,	too.	Miss	Bindergarten	has	26	students,	and	their	names	start	with	each	letter	of	the	alphabet.	collected	by	Elizabeth	Hammill	Get	it	HERE.	This	phenomenal	book	features	150	nursery	rhymes.	Some	are	classics	and	others	come	to	us	from	far	away	this	book	contains	verses	from	many	cultures.	It	is	illustrated	by	77	different	artists,	which
means	both	the	art	and	the	verse	celebrate	diversity.	by	Amy	Krouse	Rosenthal,	illustrated	by	Tom	Litchenheld	Get	it	HERE.	Is	it	a	duck?	Is	it	a	rabbit?	Depends	on	how	you	look	at	it!	Young	readers	are	encouraged	to	take	sides	and	listen	to	the	other	side,	too.	by	Peter	H.	Reynolds(author,illustrator)	Get	it	HERE.	A	young	girl	is	frustrated	when	her
art	teacher	tells	her	to	just	make	a	mark	and	see	where	it	takes	you.	She	makes	an	angry	dot	on	her	page	and	learns	a	little	something	about	self	expression.	by	Don	and	Audrey	Wood,	illustrated	by	Don	Wood	Get	it	HERE.	How	will	the	little	mouse	stop	the	big	hungry	bear	from	eating	his	strawberry?	Why,	share	with	the	reader,	of	course!	by	Suzanne
Lang,	illustrated	by	Max	Lang	Get	it	HERE.	This	book	celebrates	families	of	all	shapes	and	sizes.	In	an	era	where	the	nontraditional	family	is	as	common	as	the	traditional	one,	children	love	to	see	their	particular	familial	combination	celebrated.	by	Susan	Middleton	Elya,	illustrated	by	Juana	Martinez-Neal	Get	it	HERE.	Classic	nursery	rhymes	get	a
modern	latino	twist.	by	Chris	Raschka	(author,	illustrator)	Get	it	HERE.	Another	wordless	picture	book,	in	this	story	a	dog	named	Daisy	plays	with	her	ball	until	it	gets	ruined	by	a	bigger	dog.	This	won	the	Caldecott	Medal	in	2012.	by	Maurice	Sendak	(author,	illustrator)	Get	it	HERE.	No	book	list	would	be	complete	without	Where	the	Wild	Things	Are,
the	classic	story	of	a	young	boy	named	Max	who	leaves	the	comfort	of	his	home	for	the	land	of	the	Wild	Things.	Max	becomes	their	king	but	then	becomes	homesick	for	his	own	family.	by	Justin	Richardson	and	Peter	Parnell,	illustrated	by	Amy	June	Bates	Get	it	HERE.	This	picture	book	is	based	on	the	true	story	of	brothers	who	found	a	lion	for	sale.
They	rescued	him,	took	him	home,	and	eventually	released	him	back	to	Africa.	When	the	brothers	visited	him	later,	the	lion	remembered	them.	by	Laura	Numeroff,	illustrated	by	Felicia	Bond	Get	it	HERE.	This	is	the	first	book	in	a	series	of	books	with	the	same	premise.	The	book	starts	with	an	idea	what	happens	if	you	give	a	mouse	a	cookie?	The
remaining	story	is	told	circular-style	in	if/then	statements	that	teach	about	cause	and	effect.	by	Lisa	McCourt,	illustrated	by	Cyd	Moore	Get	it	HERE.	In	this	short	book,	a	child	questions	whether	his	mother	would	still	love	him	in	various	forms	such	as	a	smelly	skunk.	Of	course,	she	would!	by	Mo	Willems	(author,	illustrator)	Get	it	HERE.	In	this	sweet
story,	a	toddler	accompanies	her	daddy	to	the	laundromat.	Her	stuffed	bunny	gets	left	behind,	but	try	as	she	might,	the	young	girl	cannot	get	her	dad	to	realize	that	Knuffle	Bunny	remains	at	the	laundromat.	by	Laurel	Snyder,	illustrated	by	Emily	Hughes	Get	it	HERE.	Charlie	and	Mouse	is	a	kindergarten-level	chapter	book.	It	contains	four	stories
about	the	adventures	of	two	friends.	Its	a	great	read-aloud.	by	Kate	Klise,	illustrated	by	M.	Sarah	Klise	Get	it	HERE.	A	young	girl	named	Astrid	makes	a	bucket	list	for	her	dog	Eli,	who	is	getting	older.	In	the	end,	its	not	the	events	on	the	bucket	list	that	matter	but	the	quality	time	the	two	spend	together	that	counts.	by	Matthew	Cordell	(author,
illustrator)	Get	it	HERE.	In	this	wordless	picture	book,	a	young	girl	gets	lost	in	the	snow	on	her	way	home	from	school	at	the	same	time	as	a	baby	wolf	cub	gets	separated	from	his	pack.	Together,	they	help	each	other	journey	home	to	their	families.	by	Richard	Scarry	Get	it	HERE.	Planes,	trains,	and	pickle	trucks	adorn	the	pages	of	this	book	that	is	all
about	forms	of	transportation.	Richard	Scarrys	familiar	cast	of	characters	fill	the	pages,	and	many	teachers	and	parents	will	remember	this	from	their	own	childhoods.	by	Dr.	Seuss	(author,	illustrator)	Get	it	HERE.	The	Cat	in	the	Hat	saves	the	day	when	two	children	are	stuck	inside	on	a	rainy	day	with	nothing	to	do.	by	P.D.	Eastman	(author,
illustrator)	Get	it	HERE.	This	book	has	been	around	for	50	years,	and	its	still	a	classic.	Single	syllables	and	rhyming	text	help	children	learn	to	read.	by	Tad	Hills	(author,	illustrator)	Get	it	HERE.	A	sweet	little	dog	named	Rocket	learns	to	read.	First,	he	learns	the	alphabet,	and	then	he	sounds	out	words.	Children	will	learn	to	read	right	alongside
Rocket.	Get	it	HERE.	Sister	Bear	is	about	to	start	kindergarten,	but	like	most	children,	she	has	some	worries.	Will	she	like	the	teacher?	What	will	she	do	all	day?	She	finds	out	her	worries	are	unfounded	as	she	loves	school,	her	teacher,	and	her	new	friends.	by	Janette	Sebring	Lowrey,	illustrated	by	Gustaf	Tenggren	Get	it	HERE.	No	library	would	be
complete	without	the	bestselling	picture	book	of	all	time.	by	Norman	Bridwell	(author,	illustrator)	Get	it	HERE.	This	is	the	very	first	Clifford	book.	Readers	are	introduced	to	Emily	Elizabeth	and	her	gigantic,	beloved	pup,	Clifford.	by	David	Shannon	(author,	illustrator)	Get	it	HERE.	Young	David	breaks	just	about	every	school	rule	that	exists	in	this
book	he	cuts	in	line,	draws	on	desks,	pulls	hair.	In	the	end,	after	an	exasperating	day,	he	redeems	himself.	by	Pam	Muoz	Ryan,	illustrated	by	Mark	Astrella	Get	it	HERE.	A	rhyming	book	in	both	Spanish	and	English	about	a	young	girl	discovering	the	ocean.	[zombify_post]	Kindergarten	is	one	of	the	most	delightful	ages	for	read	aloudskids	are	full	of
wonder,	awe,	and	silliness,	and	the	selection	of	picture	books	available	to	them	is	enormous.	Here	are	50	of	the	best	books	for	kindergarten,	including	many	timeless	classics	such	as	Margaret	Wise	Browns	Runaway	Bunny	and	new	favorites	like	Help	Wanted,	Must	Love	Books.	We	hope	you	enjoy	exploring	the	books	on	this	kindergarten	book	list	as
much	as	we	do!	We	hope	you	enjoy	these	delightful	read-alouds	for	kindergarten	as	much	as	we	do.	Here	are	a	few	other	kindergarten	book	lists	from	some	of	our	fellow	homeschool	bloggers.	Your	family	may	also	enjoy	these	classic	books	for	kids.	The	Best	Read	Aloud	Chapter	Books	for	Kindergarten	This	Homeschool	House	Kindergarten	Books	to
Read	Aloud	The	Waldock	Way	100	History	Books	that	will	Delight	Your	Kindergartener	Most	Important	Work	Leave	a	comment	below	and	let	me	know	which	of	these	books	are	your	favorite,	and	which	ones	I	missed,	and	dont	forget	to	save	this	post	to	Facebook	or	Pinterest	so	you	can	find	it	later.	Sophie	Agbonkhese	is	a	writer,	homeschooling
mother	of	four,	and	a	recovering	overachiever	(who	occasionally	relapses).	She	is	the	founder	of	My	Cup	Runs	Over,	a	site	dedicated	to	helping	busy	women	simplify	and	enrich	their	lives.	When	shes	not	writing	or	debugging	websites,	Sophie	spends	her	time	reading,	dancing,	bullet	journaling,	reading,	gardening,	listening	to	audiobooks,	and	striving
fruitlessly	to	have	a	clean	house	for	at	least	five	minutes.	This	post	may	contain	affiliate	links.If	you	want	the	best	books	to	read	in	kindergarten,	I	have	a	huge	exhaustive	list	for	you!	I	was	planning	to	keep	it	to	just	100	books,	but	I	just	have	too	many	favorites,	so	there	are	110	of	them	for	you	to	choose	from.	You	cant	go	wrong	with	any	of	them!My
kids	are	growing	up	and	beginning	to	outgrow	many	of	these	favorites.	But,	I	am	not	ready	to	let	them	go	yet!	I	have	tried	cleaning	out	our	picture	books	a	few	times,	but	it	brings	back	so	many	memories,	that	I	decided	to	hang	on	to	them	a	while	longer.	I	love	my	little	babies	and	miss	them	snuggling	up	to	me	for	bedtime	stories.	As	I	wrote	this,	I
asked	each	of	my	kids	what	their	favorite	picture	books	were.	We	all	had	fun	remembering	those	special	stories.When	choosing	books	to	read	in	kindergarten,	you	need	to	find	stories	that	engage	young	minds,	spark	a	childs	imagination,	and	help	develop	a	love	for	reading.	Kids	love	to	laugh,	they	love	repetition,	and	they	love	heart	warming	stories.
These	books	include	all	of	those	aspects.Following	is	a	selection	of	classic	and	popular	books	that	are	well	loved	by	parents,	teachers	and	by	young	kids	including	preschool,	kindergarten	and	elementary	school	aged	kids.	These	are	all	picture	books	that	make	great	read-alouds.	Many	of	them	have	beloved	characters	that	you	will	recognize.	Many	are
Caldecott	Medal	winners.	These	books	would	be	a	great	addition	to	any	homeschool	or	kindergarten	classroom.The	books	on	this	list	cover	various	themes,	from	friendship	and	imagination	to	colors,	abcs,	numbers,	and	animals,	providing	a	diverse	range	of	reading	experiences	for	young	learners.	They	include	colorful	illustrations	that	will	spark	a
childs	imagination.110	of	the	Best	Books	to	Read	in	KindergartenAda	Twist	Scientist	by	Andrea	BeatyAesops	Fables	by	AesopAlexander	and	the	Terrible,	Horrible,	No	Good,	Very	Bad	Day	by	Judith	ViorstAlice	the	Fairy	by	David	ShannonAmelia	Bedelia	by	Peggy	ParishAre	You	My	Mother?	by	P.D.	EastmanBear	Snores	On	by	Karma	WilsonThe
Berenstain	Bears	Story	Collection	by	Stan	and	Jan	BerenstainBig	Red	Barn	by	Margaret	Wise	BrownBlueberries	for	Sal	by	Robert	McCloskeyThe	Book	with	No	Pictures	by	B.J.	NovakBrown	Bear,	Brown	Bear,	What	Do	You	See?	by	Bill	Martin	Jr.	and	Eric	CarleCaps	for	Sale	by	Esphyr	SlobodkinaThe	Carrot	Seed	by	Ruth	KraussThe	Cat	in	the	Hat	by	Dr.
SeussChicka	Chicka	Boom	Boom	by	Bill	Martin	Jr.	and	John	ArchambaultChrysanthemum	by	Kevin	HenkesClick,	Clack,	Moo:	Cows	That	Type	by	Doreen	CroninCloudy	with	a	Chance	of	Meatballs	by	Judi	BarrettCorduroy	by	Don	FreemanCurious	George	by	H.A.	ReyThe	Day	the	Crayons	Quit	by	Drew	DaywaltDear	Zoo	by	Rod	CampbellThe	Digging-est
Dog	by	Al	PerkinsDont	Let	the	Pigeon	Drive	the	Bus!	by	Mo	WillemsDragons	Love	Tacos	by	Adam	RubinElmer	by	David	McKeeFancy	Nancy	by	Jane	OConnorFreight	Train	by	Donald	CrewsFrog	and	Toad	Are	Friends	by	Arnold	LobelGiraffes	Cant	Dance	by	Giles	AndreaeThe	Giving	Tree	by	Shel	SilversteinGood	Night,	Gorilla	by	Peggy
RathmanGoodnight	Moon	by	Margaret	Wise	BrownGreen	Eggs	and	Ham	by	Dr.	SeussThe	Gruffalo	by	Julia	DonaldsonGrumpy	Monkey	by	Suzanne	LangGuess	How	Much	I	Love	You	by	Sam	McBratneyHarold	and	the	Purple	Crayon	by	Crockett	JohnsonHorton	Hatches	the	Egg	by	Dr.	SeussHow	Do	Dinosaurs	Say	Good	Night?	by	Jane	YolenHow	to	Make
an	Apple	Pie	and	See	the	World	by	Marjorie	PricemanI	Want	My	Hat	Back	by	Jon	KlassenIf	You	Give	a	Mouse	a	Cookie	by	Laura	NumeroffIf	You	Give	a	Pig	a	Pancake	by	Laura	NumeroffInterrupting	Chicken	by	David	Ezra	SteinIs	Your	Mama	a	Llama?	by	Deborah	GuarinoJamberry	by	Bruce	DegenThe	Kissing	Hand	by	Audrey	PennKittens	First	Full
Moon	by	Kevin	HenkesKnuffle	Bunny:	A	Cautionary	Tale	by	Mo	WillemsLadybug	Girl	and	Bumblebee	Boy	by	Jacky	DavisLittle	Bear	by	Elsa	Holemlund	MinarikLittle	Blue	Truck	by	Alice	SchertleThe	Little	Engine	That	Could	by	Watty	PiperThe	Little	House	by	Virginia	Lee	BurtonThe	Little	Mouse,	the	Red	Ripe	Strawberry,	and	the	Big	Hungry	Bear	by
Don	WoodThe	Little	Red	Caboose	by	Marian	PotterThe	Little	Red	Hen	by	Jerry	PinkneyLlama	Llama,	Red	Pajama	by	Anna	DewdneyLove	You	Forever	by	Robert	MunschLyle,	Lyle	Crocodile	by	Bernard	WaberMadeline	by	Ludwig	BemelmansMake	Way	for	Ducklings	by	Robert	McCloskeyMillions	of	Cats	by	Wanda	GagThe	Mitten	by	Jan	BrettThe
Monster	at	the	End	of	This	Book	by	Jon	StoneMouse	Paint	by	Ellen	Stoll	WalshMy	Friend	Rabbit	by	Eric	RohmannThe	Napping	House	by	Audrey	WoodNo,	David!	by	David	ShannonNot	a	Box	by	Antoinette	PortisOlivia	by	Ian	FalconerThe	Paper	Bag	Princess	by	Robert	MunschPenguin	and	Pinecone	by	Salina	YoonPete	the	Cat:	I	Love	My	White	Shoes	by
Eric	LitwinPinkalicious	by	Victoria	KannThe	Polar	Express	by	Chris	Van	AllsburgPout-Pout	Fish	by	Deborah	DiesenPress	Here	by	Herv	TulletThe	Rainbow	Fish	by	Marcus	PfisterRoom	on	the	Broom	by	Julia	DonaldsonRoxaboxen	by	Alice	McLerranScaredy	Squirrel	by	Melanie	WattShark	vs.	Train	by	Chris	BartonA	Sick	Day	for	Amos	McGee	by	Philip	C.
SteadSkippyjon	Jones	by	Judy	SchachnerThe	Snowy	Day	by	Ezra	Jack	KeatsSplat	the	Cat	by	Rob	ScottonStand	Tall,	Molly	Lou	Melon	by	Patty	LovellStellaluna	by	Janell	CannonThe	Story	of	Babar,	the	Little	Elephant	by	Jean	de	BrunhoffThe	Story	of	Ferdinand	by	Munro	LeafStrega	Nona	by	Tomie	dePaolaSwimmy	by	Leo	LionniSylvester	and	the	Magic
Pebble	by	William	SteigThe	Tale	of	Peter	Rabbit	by	Beatrix	PotterTap	the	Magic	Tree	by	Christie	MathesonThere	Was	an	Old	Lady	Who	Swallowed	a	Fly	by	Simms	TabackTikki	Tikki	Tembo	by	Arlene	MoselThe	True	Story	of	the	Three	Little	Pigs	by	Jon	ScieszkaThe	Velveteen	Rabbit	by	Margery	WilliamsThe	Very	Hungry	Caterpillar	by	Eric	CarleThe
Very	Quiet	Cricket	by	Eric	CarleWacky	Wednesday	by	Dr.	SeussWere	Going	on	a	Bear	Hunt	by	Helen	Oxenbury	and	Michael	RosenWeslandia	by	Paul	FleischmanWhere	the	Wild	Things	Are	by	Maurice	SendakWhere	the	Sidewalk	Ends	by	Shel	SilversteinWinnie	the	Pooh:	The	Classic	Edition	by	A.	A.	MilneThese	books	offer	engaging	stories,	captivating
illustrations,	and	valuable	lessons	that	will	entertain	and	educate	young	readers	in	kindergarten	and	beyond.	Pull	some	of	these	out	for	the	first	day	of	school.	These	are	truly	the	best	books	to	read	in	kindergarten.	At	least	in	my	book!	Which	of	your	favorites	did	I	miss?See	More	of	My	Book	Lists	for	Kids:List	of	Dr.	Seuss	Books	by	Reading
LevelTeacher	Recommended:	First	Grade	BooksTeacher	Recommended:	Second	Grade	Books50	Must	Read	Classic	Books	for	Kids	The	best	kindergarten	books,	whether	for	reading	aloud	or	independently,	can	span	a	wide	variety	of	genres,	from	fictional	stories	to	fascinating	factual	reads.	Encouraging	students	to	explore	different	genres	helps
broaden	their	reading	interests	and	abilities.	Math	&	ELA	|	PreK	To	Grade	5	Kids	see	fun.	You	see	real	learning	outcomes.	Watch	your	kids	fall	in	love	with	math	&	reading	through	our	scientifically	designed	curriculum.	Parents,	try	for	free	Teachers,	use	for	free	By	using	a	reading	framework	like	the	Lexile	score,	you	can	select	books	that	match	your
students	reading	levels,	fostering	confidence	and	a	love	for	reading.	Weve	curated	a	list	of	best	kindergarten	books	to	read,	each	offering	unique	stories	and	valuable	lessons	in	courage,	determination,	and	leadership.	Related	Reading:	Kindergarten	Reading	Level:	A	Parents	Toolkit	for	Success	If	you	want	to	help	your	kindergartener	become	a	strong
and	confident	reader,	its	essential	to	find	resources	that	grow	with	their	developing	skills.	Heres	a	curated	list	of	best	kindergarten	books	to	read	online	that	are	tailored	to	a	childs	evolving	reading	abilities:	Read	AloudsExpand	vocab	|	Develop	Early	Literacy	|	Boost	Reading	Confidence	These	kindergarten	read	alouds	are	ideal	for	having	an
interactive	reading	out	loud	session,	making	them	perfect	for	young	learners.	They	help	kindergarteners	improve	their	listening	skills,	expand	their	vocabulary,	and	boost	early	literacy.	Whether	used	by	parents	or	teachers,	these	interactive	sessions	make	reading	both	fun	and	educational,	fostering	a	love	for	books	from	the	start.	Leveled	ReadersSkill
Progression	|	Read	&	Grow	|	One	Story	at	a	Time	Leveled	readers	are	designed	to	align	with	the	reading	abilities	of	children	at	different	stages.	Each	level	introduces	specific	phonetic	patterns,	sentence	structures,	and	vocabulary.	As	childrens	reading	skills	improve,	they	can	gradually	progress	to	more	complex	books,	ensuring	steady	growth	and
confidence	in	their	reading	journey.books,	ensuring	steady	growth	and	confidence	in	their	reading	journey.	Decodable	BooksPhonics	Fun	|	Decode	&	Learn	|	Early	Reading	Decodable	books	focus	on	phonics	and	are	ideal	for	beginner	readers.	They	enable	kindergarteners	to	practice	decoding	words,	helping	them	learn	to	sound	out	letters	and	words
independently.	This	approach	builds	reading	confidence	and	fosters	early	literacy	skills.	Bedtime	StoriesCozy	Bedtime	Reads	|	Wisdom	Stories	|	Inspirational	Characters	Bedtime	stories	are	a	wonderful	way	to	wind	down	the	day.	These	calming	and	comforting	tales	are	perfect	for	reading	together	before	sleep,	offering	a	soothing	routine	that
promotes	relaxation	and	bonding	between	parents	and	children.	These	stories	often	feature	inspirational	characters	and	gentle	life	lessons.	Each	of	these	online	storybooks	comes	with	options	like	Read	to	Me	or	Read	by	Myself,	allowing	your	child	to	choose	between	independent	reading	or	listening	along.	You	can	also	monitor	your	childs	progress	as
they	explore	these	stories	on	their	own.	Here	is	how	your	tracking	dashboard	looks:	Both	parents	and	teachers	can	assign	these	books	to	children,	track	their	reading	progress,	and	adapt	the	reading	material	to	meet	the	growing	needs	of	young	readers.	By	signing	up,	you	can	access	all	these	features	and	more,	ensuring	that	your	child	has	the	best
tools	to	become	a	proficient	reader.	Related	Reading:	Free	Online	Classic	Storybooks	for	Kids	Reading	can	bring	immense	joy	to	young	readers	as	they	explore	new	worlds	and	discover	new	ways	of	thinking.	You	can	introduce	a	wide	range	of	books	that	can	be	relevant	to	their	experiences	and	give	them	a	sense	of	direction	in	their	reading	journeys.
The	books	to	read	to	kindergarten	students	are	the	ones	that	they	can	remember	for	years.	Category	Humor,	Fiction	This	storybook	for	kindergarten	children	revolves	around	the	dynamics	of	Gerald	and	Piggie,	and	their	approach	to	asking	for	things.	While	one	is	patient,	the	other	is	demanding,	making	their	friendship	unique	and	full	of	twists	and
turns.	Takeaways	The	simplicity	of	waiting	rather	than	throwing	a	tantrum	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Fiction	This	engaging	tale	of	the	mouse	talks	about	what	happens	if	you	take	a	mouse	to	school.	It	teaches	cause	and	effect	while	exploring	everything	that	waits	for	the	boy	and	the	mouse	at	school.	It	is	one	of	the	best	books	to	read	in	kindergarten
to	instill	equal	parts	confidence	and	empathy.	Takeaways	Courage	and	kindness	go	a	long	way	Buy	on:	Amazon	Source	@amazon.com	Category:	Picture	book,	Fiction	This	delightful	book	captures	the	excitement	and	jitters	that	come	with	starting	kindergarten.	Through	playful	rhymes	and	lively	illustrations,	it	takes	young	readers	on	a	journey	through
a	series	of	relatable	experiences,	from	the	first	day	to	making	new	friends.	Its	one	of	the	popular	kindergarten	books	that	perfectly	sets	the	stage	for	what	to	expect	in	the	new	school	year.	Takeaway:	The	book	reassures	children	that	their	fears	are	normal	and	that	kindergarten	is	an	exciting	adventure.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Related	Reading:	Popular
Nonfiction	Books	for	Kids	to	Read	&	Cherish	Category	Fiction	It	is	a	great	book	to	read	in	kindergarten	and	practice	reading	aloud	in	class,	as	it	empowers	young	women	around	the	world	to	strengthen	their	self-esteem.	Like	the	trees,	Im	here	to	grow.	Like	the	mountains,	here	to	stand.	Takeaways	Kindness	and	self-esteem	will	take	you	everywhere
Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Classic	One	of	the	best	books	for	kindergarten	readers,	The	Maggie	B	is	a	tale	of	a	young	girl	who	goes	on	a	magical	adventure.	It	focuses	on	the	power	of	courage	and	adventure-seeking	when	you	face	the	unknown.	Takeaways	Leadership	in	times	of	adventure	is	essential.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	ClassicsThis	classic
kindergartener	book	revolves	around	a	child	who	is	invited	by	royalty	to	tea.	It	is	a	visual	masterpiece	in	its	design	and	has	lessons	that	children	can	use	for	years.	You	can	start	by	exploring	the	underlying	themes	within	the	book.	Takeaways	Humility,	compassion,	and	kindness	are	traits	all	kids	should	imbibe	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Classics	This
classic	kindergarten	book	follows	Max,	a	young	boy	whose	imaginative	journey	to	an	island	of	wild	creatures	helps	him	process	his	emotions.	While	the	story	explores	the	role	of	anger,	it	also	beautifully	illustrates	how	imagination	can	be	a	powerful	tool	for	children	to	navigate	their	feelings	and	ultimately	find	comfort	in	returning	home.	Its	one	of	the
best	books	for	kindergarten	readers,	blending	adventure	with	emotional	growth.	Takeaways	The	role	of	anger	in	the	lives	of	young	kids	Buy	on:	Amazon	Related	Reading:	Best	Children's	Books	to	Stimulate	Kids'	Imagination	Category	Picture	book	The	book	focuses	on	how	easy	it	is	to	make	friendships	that	can	last	a	lifetime.	Cultural	differences	can
be	overcome	through	friendship,	showcasing	the	power	of	understanding,	compassion,	and	kindness.	Takeaways	Similarities	and	differences	between	cultures	are	explored	in	a	simple	way	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Picture	book	This	book	for	kindergarten	readers	explores	how	each	child	can	do	something	special	in	their	field	of	interest	and	become
better	at	it.	It	talks	about	how	school	can	be	a	place	of	magical	adventures,	where	each	child	can	find	something	unique	to	focus	on.	Takeaways	It	focuses	on	how	struggles	can	be	overcome	to	achieve	success	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Fiction	Young	David	causes	havoc	in	this	tale,	disobeying	instructions,	being	noisy,	and	writing	on	desks.	David	then
realizes	the	importance	of	being	a	part	of	a	community	and	starts	to	change	his	behavior	to	fit	in	with	everyone	else.	Takeaways	Davids	transformation	can	be	an	example	for	all	kids	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Picture	book	The	storybook	for	kindergarten	children	describes	the	journeys	of	dinosaurs	as	they	enter	their	first	year	of	school.	It	reflects
many	of	the	emotions	that	kids	feel	when	they	start	school	and	leaves	children	with	a	sense	of	courage,	hope,	and	perseverance.	Takeaways	The	books	humorous	take	on	everyday	school	activities	can	help	kids	adjust	to	school	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Classic	Captain	Swashbys	journey	to	opening	up	and	being	friends	with	his	new	neighbors	is	a
relatable	theme	that	all	kids	can	enjoy	reading.	The	roles	of	friendship,	family,	and	compassion	are	explored	in	this	classic	tale.	Takeaways	By	focusing	on	compassion,	the	tale	connects	generations	with	a	common	theme	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Classic,	Picture	book	Out	the	Door	focuses	on	a	childs	journey	from	their	home	to	school.	It	helps	kids
become	more	independent,	courageous,	and	resilient	as	they	traverse	busy	streets,	crowded	places,	and	confusing	intersections.	Takeaways	The	books	empowerment	theme	resonates	with	young	readers	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Funny	The	book	revolves	around	the	challenges	that	different	animals	face	when	doing	everyday	things.	It	shows
strength,	perseverance,	and	grit	when	animals	continue	trying	things	they	are	not	good	at.	Its	a	light	and	casual	read	that	will	have	children	hooked,	and	kindergarten	books	to	read	can	be	for	fun	and	pastime,	too.	Takeaways	Kids	should	always	try	their	best	and	focus	on	improving	their	skills	Buy	on:	Amazon	Related	Reading:	Funny	Children's	Books
to	Read	With	Your	Kids	Category	Picture	book	One	of	the	best	books	for	kindergarten	students	Thank	you,	Omu!	focuses	on	how	generosity	is	reciprocated	multiple	times.	The	gifts	given	by	the	lady	were	impactful	to	her	community,	leading	the	community	to	give	her	gifts	in	return.	Takeaways	The	gift	of	giving	is	a	key	theme	underlying	the	narrative
Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Fiction,	Picture	book	This	New	York	Times	bestseller	talks	about	how	everyone	is	welcome	in	school	and	how	everyone	can	explore	their	interests	equally.	It	goes	into	more	detail	on	how	large-scale	communities	are	built	through	diverse	ideas,	cultures,	and	backgrounds.	Takeaways	Diversity	is	a	key	theme	in	the	book,
which	is	a	great	lesson	for	kids	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Fiction	Wemberly	always	worries	about	getting	hurt,	falling	ill,	and	other	hypothetical	situations.	You	can	unpack	the	demerits	of	constantly	worrying	and	how	the	world	can	be	a	joyful	place	to	meet	new	people	and	do	new	things.	Takeaways	The	role	of	fear	and	courage	are	expressed	in	this
book	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Classic,	Picture	book	The	book	Kindergarten	Rocks!	is	a	timeless	classic	that	covers	the	ground	on	how	kids	may	feel	when	starting	kindergarten.	The	feelings	of	anxiousness,	fear	of	the	unknown,	and	social	nervousness	are	described	through	illustrations	and	rich	narratives.	Takeaways	The	book	focuses	on	early
anxiousness	when	starting	kindergarten.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Picture	book	This	feel-good	adventure	of	fish	and	sharks	takes	students	through	the	deeply	engaging	journey	of	young	adults	and	how	they	face	multiple	challenges	as	they	grow	older.	The	shark	follows	the	little	fish	everywhere	and	eventually	gives	up,	with	the	fish	living	happily	ever
after.	Takeaways	This	book	focuses	on	the	value	of	trying	to	find	a	way	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Picture	book	The	book	captures	what	it	takes	to	be	kind	and	how	to	transform	an	entire	community	through	kindness.	The	impact	of	kindness	and	how	it	can	spread	to	other	people	is	also	a	key	theme	explored	in	the	book.	Takeaways	The	value	of
kindness	and	how	it	can	evolve	thought	is	a	critical	theme	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Picture	book	The	immersive	and	illustrative	book	features	a	young	frog	who	wants	to	change	who	he	is	because	he	doesnt	like	himself	any	longer.	The	book	focuses	on	the	dynamics	of	nature,	self-acceptance,	and	appreciation	for	differences	in	people.	If	you	are
looking	for	fun	kindergarten	books	to	read,	this	is	a	good	one.	Takeaways	A	fun	adventure	narrative	that	empowers	kids	to	be	themselves	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Picture	book	If	youre	looking	for	metaphor-rich	and	adventurous	kindergarten	books	to	read,	this	book	takes	readers	on	a	journey	into	the	night.	The	vivid	descriptions	of	how	the	world
changes	at	night	captivate	even	the	youngest	readers,	making	this	a	must-read	for	students.	Takeaways	The	night	evolves	into	darkness,	with	a	bright	cloud	always	around	the	corner	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Historical	Fiction,	Picture	book	This	richly	illustrated	book	takes	young	readers	on	a	historical	journey	across	the	United	States	via
locomotive,	offering	detailed	insights	into	the	world	of	19th-century	rail	travel.	While	its	historical	context	and	descriptive	passages	may	be	challenging,	it	serves	as	an	excellent	teacher-led	read-aloud,	making	it	one	of	the	classic	kindergarten	books	that	can	introduce	children	to	early	American	history	with	guidance.	Takeaways	The	advancement	of
technology	and	culture	is	a	key	area	of	exploration	in	the	book.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Historical	Fiction,	Picture	book	An	interesting	tale	of	how	Bach	could	have	invented	some	of	the	most	brilliant	pieces	of	music,	the	book	extracts	from	the	composers	journey	and	simplifies	it	for	younger	audiences.	You	can	read	this	book	aloud	and	introduce
concepts	such	as	confidence,	perseverance,	hard	work,	etc.	Takeaways	The	challenges	that	a	young	Bach	faces	can	be	inspirational	for	younger	generations.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Source	@amazon.com	Category:	Classic,	Fiction	In	this	beloved	tale,	Clifford	helps	his	owner	Emily	Elizabeth	navigate	her	first	day	of	kindergarten.	The	story	highlights	the	bond
between	pets	and	their	owners	while	also	addressing	common	anxieties	that	children	may	have	about	starting	school.	As	one	of	the	kindergarten	reading	books	that	blends	familiar	characters	with	new	experiences,	its	both	comforting	and	engaging	for	young	readers.	Takeaway:	The	story	teaches	children	that	familiar	comforts,	like	a	favorite	toy	or	a
beloved	pet,	can	help	them	face	new	challenges.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Explore	more	online	educational	resources	and	printable	worksheets	for	kids	that	will	help	with	their	learning	experience	and	make	them	smarter.	Related	Reading:	How	to	Teach	Reading	to	Kids:	Best	Strategies	for	Parents	A	key	factor	in	knowing	if	a	set	of	kindergarten	books	to	read
is	suitable	for	your	students,	apart	from	reading	levels,	is	to	gauge	engagement.	If	your	class	is	drifting	away	or	showing	a	lack	of	concentration,	it	is	ideal	to	try	another	book.	Level-A	reading	and	basic	Lexile-Band	reading	are	generally	considered	the	appropriate	categories	of	leveled	reading	books	for	kindergarten	students.	At	this	level,	illustrations
are	present	regularly	to	help	the	reader	figure	out	where	the	story	is	heading.	Sentences	in	level	books	are	usually	repetitive.	Using	only	one	or	two-syllable	words,	making	them	the	best	books	to	read	for	kindergarten.	There	is	no	single	genre	that	is	right	for	kids.	However,	it	is	essential	to	diversify	when	it	comes	to	reading.	Historical	novels,
comedic	books,	classic	tales,	and	picture	books	should	be	used	yearly.	You	can	also	get	them	kindergarten	books	to	read	online	so	they	can	access	multiple	genres.	Choosing	books	to	share	with	your	kindergarten	students	has	a	huge	impact	on	your	curriculum	and	kids	learning.	Youve	definitely	got	your	reliable	favorites,	but	updating	your	shelves
with	fresh	picks	is	fun	and	important.	Heres	our	big	list	of	recently	published	kindergarten	books	to	pull	your	students	in,	make	them	laugh,	and	help	them	learn	and	grow.	Jump	to:	FREE	PRINTABLE	Be	sure	to	grab	your	copy	of	this	list	so	you	can	easily	share	it	with	your	students!	Read	aloud	from	day	one!	These	are	some	of	our	favorite	books	for
kindergarten	to	share	with	students	during	the	first	days	and	weeks	of	school.	AmazonFamilies	of	every	makeup	and	background	walk	to	school	on	the	first	day	of	school.	Teachers	greet	them	with	joy	and	reverence.	This	is	one	of	the	loveliest	rhyming	books	for	kindergarten.	Share	it	to	set	a	welcoming	tone	at	the	start	of	school	and	revisit	it	all	year
long.	Buy	it:	All	Are	Welcome	AmazonLupe	Lopez	starts	kindergarten	with	big	dreams	to	become	a	classroom	rock	star,	but	her	teachers	rules	threaten	to	silence	her	plans.	Lupe	learns	that	being	a	good	friend	can	be	lots	of	fun	too.	Read	this	as	a	conversation	opener	for	creating	classroom	rules	as	a	group.	Buy	it:	Lupe	Lopez:	Rock	Star	Rules!



AmazonWhen	Vanessa	starts	school,	her	name	takes	so	long	to	write	(and	those	two	ss	are	hard!).	When	her	family	teaches	her	what	her	name	means,	it	helps	everything	feel	better.	Name	stories	make	great	first-day	books	for	kindergarten.	Follow	up	with	all	your	favorite	name	crafts	and	activities.	Buy	it:	Becoming	Vanessa	AmazonWritten	by
kindergarten	teacher	and	Instagram	influencer	The	Tutu	Teacher,	this	picture	book	follows	Leo	on	his	first	day	of	kindergarten	as	his	classmates	share	ideas	about	kindness	and	what	it	means.	Share	this	at	the	start	of	school	and	then	brainstorm	together	all	the	ways	your	class	will	be	kind	this	year!	Buy	it:	KINDergarten:	Where	Kindness	Matters
Every	Day	Amazon	AmazonDetailing	the	routines	and	rituals	of	a	day	in	kindergarten,	these	gentle	and	sweet	stories	portray	kids	getting	ready	for	and	enjoying	the	beginning	of	kindergarten.	Share	these	encouraging	books	to	ease	kids	anxiety	as	school	startsand	cap	them	off	with	some	kindergarten	crown	making!	Buy	it:	The	Queen	of	Kindergarten
and	The	King	of	Kindergarten	AmazonKids	can	do	so	many	things!	This	empowering	title	is	one	of	our	favorite	rhyming	books	for	kindergarten	to	share	at	the	start	of	the	year.	Read	it	and	then	have	kids	write	and	draw	about	things	they	can	do.	It	could	be	a	great	addition	to	your	100th	day	of	school	festivities	too.	Buy	it:	100	Things	I	Know	How	To	Do
AmazonA	young	girl	shares	her	journey	to	school,	which	starts	with	her	heading	out	the	door	and	continues	through	her	urban	neighborhood	and	onto	the	subway.	Use	this	as	a	conversation	starter	about	neighborhoods	and	journeys	to	school,	to	introduce	activities	about	prepositions,	directions,	or	mapping,	or	as	a	writing	mentor	text.	Buy	it:	Out	the
Door	AmazonTwo	kids	take	a	wonder	walk	and	share	their	questions	about	everything	they	see.	This	is	an	ideal	book	for	creating	a	culture	of	curiosity	and	inquiry	in	your	classroom.	Read	it	and	take	your	class	out	on	a	beginning-of-the-year	wonder	walk	of	their	own!	Buy	it:	Wonder	Walkers	AmazonWho	loves	to	play?	All	kinds	of	animals	and	kids,	of
course!	Sharing	kindergarten	books	that	celebrate	play	helps	highlight	the	value	of	play	in	your	classroom	right	from	the	start	of	the	year.	Written	in	both	English	and	Cree,	we	love	using	this	title	to	celebrate	native	languages	and	connections	to	nature	too.	Buy	it:	We	All	Play	You	constantly	talk	about	what	it	means	to	be	a	good	friend	in
kindergartenhaving	a	solid	stack	of	friendship	read-aloud	books	to	frame	those	discussions	is	a	must!	AmazonElmore	struggles	to	make	friends	as	a	spiky	porcupine.	Eventually	he	finds	a	creative	way	to	connect	with	others:	He	gives	away	his	quills	as	pens	for	other	animals.	Share	this	book	to	get	kindergartners	thinking	about	the	unique	gifts	they
can	each	share	with	others.	They	can	even	make	signs	to	celebrate	their	ideas,	just	like	Elmore!	Buy	it:	Elmore	AmazonA	prince	and	a	pirate	unknowingly	plan	to	use	the	same	forest	fort	to	play.	Theres	conflict	at	firstuntil	they	realize	its	more	fun	to	play	together.	Read	this	book	aloud	to	help	frame	conversations	about	sharing	classroom	and
playground	play	spaces,	and	to	spark	fun	ideas	for	playing	together.	Buy	it:	The	Fort	AmazonCaptain	Swashby	is	a	reclusive	retired	sailor	happy	with	his	quiet	life	by	the	seauntil	an	energetic	girl	and	her	grandmother	move	in	next	door	and	shake	up	his	routine.	Add	this	to	the	kindergarten	books	you	reread	multiple	times,	because	it	has	a	lot	to
enjoy:	You	can	notice	and	describe	the	characters,	discuss	the	friendship	themes,	and	hone	in	on	interesting	vocabulary	words.	There	are	even	a	handful	of	authentic	chances	to	review	phonics	skills	and	sight	words	as	students	decipher	messages	the	characters	write	in	the	sand.	Buy	it:	Swashby	and	the	Sea	AmazonOn	the	hunt	for	an	exciting	story
idea,	Fern	and	Otto	take	a	grand	tour	of	fairy-tale	and	nursery	rhyme	events	in	the	forest.	In	the	end,	they	realize	that	the	best	stories	can	be	found	closer	to	home.	Add	this	book	to	your	collection	of	fairy-tale	books	for	kindergarten,	or	read	it	to	help	talk	about	noticing	story	elements.	Buy	it:	Fern	and	Otto:	A	Story	About	Two	Best	Friends
AmazonGabo	wants	to	try	sledding	but	he	doesnt	have	the	right	clothes	or	gear.	His	community	comes	together	to	help	him.	The	English	version	includes	lots	of	Spanish	words,	and	this	title	is	also	available	fully	in	Spanish.	Add	this	to	your	collection	of	winter	books	for	kindergarten,	and	use	it	to	talk	about	how	friends	can	problem-solve	together.	Buy
it:	A	Sled	for	Gabo	AmazonA	young	girl	who	lives	in	a	refugee	camp	treasures	her	pebbleuntil	she	realizes	someone	else	needs	it	more.	Share	this	developmentally	appropriate	title	to	gently	build	knowledge	about	experiences	of	refugees	and	the	power	of	friendship	in	challenging	situations.	Buy	it:	Lubna	and	Pebble	Social-emotional	learning	is	always
important,	but	its	an	especially	big	part	of	kindergarten!	These	are	valuable	read-aloud	books	for	kindergarten	that	emphasize	emotional	literacy,	empathy,	growth	mindset,	and	other	key	skills.	AmazonVern	wishes	they	could	pump	on	the	swings,	but	(as	many	kindergartners	know)	its	a	skill	that	takes	practice.	A	new	friend	gives	direction	and
encouragement.	Share	this	relatable	story	to	discuss	themes	of	empathy,	perseverance,	and	friendship.	Its	also	ideal	for	modeling	how	readers	visualize	as	they	read.	Buy	it:	Touch	the	Sky	AmazonSometimes	its	all	about	how	we	look	at	things.	This	book	shows	kindergartners	many	concrete	examples	of	how	we	can	change	our	mindset	by	considering
that	we	arent	able	to	do	something	yet.	Share	this	story	to	introduce	shared	language	about	having	a	growth	mindset.	Buy	it:	The	Magical	Yet	AmazonThis	is	a	lighthearted	but	super-helpful	primer	about	how	to	deliver	a	genuine	and	effective	apology.	Use	this	to	introduce	shared	vocabulary	and	expectations	about	apologizing	in	your	classroom.	Buy
it:	How	To	Apologize	AmazonThis	thoughtful	story	explores	the	complexity	of	emotions	and	how	to	show	up	for	a	friend	who	is	having	a	hard	time.	It	reminds	us	that	sadness	doesnt	always	look	the	same	and	that	we	can	be	upset	without	crying	or	visibly	displaying	our	emotions.	Use	it	as	a	discussion	starter	for	ways	students	can	support	each	other
through	various	tough	feelings.	Buy	it:	Jenny	Mei	Is	Sad	AmazonDiscussions	about	colorsand	who	should	wear	them,	use	them,	or	like	themoften	come	up	in	kindergarten.	This	wonderfully	inclusive	book	models	for	kids	how	everyone	has	the	right	to	choose	just	what	they	like.	Share	it	when	those	inevitable	comments	about	boy	colors	and	girl	colors
pop	up	in	your	class.	Buy	it:	Pink	Is	for	Everybody!	AmazonWillow	has	big	plans	to	enjoy	her	day	outsideuntil	the	wind	and	rain	get	in	the	way.	After	some	grumbling,	she	shifts	her	outlook	and	manages	to	have	a	fantastic	time.	This	is	a	fun	complement	to	nonfiction	weather	books	for	kindergarten,	or	great	for	sharing	any	time	it	feels	like	your	class
needs	an	example	of	the	power	of	a	positive	outlook.	Buy	it:	Willow	Takes	on	the	Weather	AmazonWhen	his	mom	tells	him	the	family	is	moving	house,	a	boy	imagines	his	home	being	lifted	and	taken	with	them.	When	he	finds	out	this	isnt	true,	he	feels	anxious	about	the	transition.	Share	this	to	help	students	empathize	with	peers	facing	an	upcoming
change.	Buy	it:	Were	Moving	House	AmazonOther	animals	try	to	help	when	Taylor	is	sad,	but	its	the	rabbit	who	does	whats	needed.	This	tender	story	reminds	kindergartners	(and	those	who	teach	them)	that	sometimes	just	listening	is	the	best	way	to	help.	After	reading,	students	could	act	out	empathetic	listening	with	puppets	or	partners,	or	write
about	what	helps	them	when	they	are	sad.	Buy	it:	The	Rabbit	Listened	AmazonA	bear	joyfully	finds	a	red	balloonand	then	inadvertently	pops	it	in	this	tender	tale.	Use	this	book	to	discuss	themes	of	guilt,	loss,	and	disappointment	in	a	reassuring	way.	The	descriptive	language	also	provides	a	beautiful	model	for	kids	own	detailed	oral	storytelling	and
narrative	writing.	Buy	it:	The	Bear	and	the	Moon	AmazonRevisit	the	beloved	characters	from	Jabari	Jumps.	Jabari	gets	frustrated	while	trying	to	execute	his	big	project	vision,	and	his	dad	once	again	offers	spot-on	advice.	Invite	kindergarten	students	to	make	connections	to	times	when	strategies	like	slowing	down,	breathing,	and	digging	deep	for	the
patience	to	try,	try	again	have	helpedor	could	helpthem	work	through	their	own	challenging	moments.	Buy	it:	Jabari	Tries	AmazonThis	silly	story	about	a	monkey	who	learns	to	identify	and	honor	his	emotions	is	a	lighthearted	pick	with	a	helpful	message.	Ask	kids	to	notice	how	Jim	Panzee	uncovers	his	true	feelings	as	you	read	aloudthen	discuss	what
advice	the	story	can	give	readers	about	how	to	recognize	their	own	emotions.	Love	this	one?	Be	sure	to	check	out	all	nine	stories	in	the	series.	Buy	it:	Grumpy	Monkey	AmazonThis	fun	book	demonstrates	how	many	different	things	can	function	as	hatsshowing	the	endless	possibilities	that	imagination	and	creativity	can	bring.	Frame	your	group
discussion	about	the	benefits	of	looking	at	something	from	a	new	perspective.	Then	follow	up	with	a	hat-themed	art	project	in	which	kids	add	hats	to	photos	of	their	own	faces.	Buy	it:	Very	Good	Hats	There	are	so	many	literacy	skills	to	tackle	across	the	kindergarten	year,	from	building	alphabet	knowledge	and	print	concepts	to	encouraging	reading
comprehension	and	vocabulary	development.	These	are	some	of	our	favorite	kindergarten	books	to	support	this	important	work.	AmazonYou	can	never	have	too	many	alphabet	books	for	kindergarten,	and	this	silly	one	will	have	kids	giggling.	Sure,	horses	cant	play	hopscotch,	and	raccoons	definitely	cant	ride	roller	coasters,	but	trying	out	new	things	is
still	tons	of	fun!	Share	this	and	then	create	your	own	silly	class	ABC	book	or	bulletin	board.	Buy	it:	T.	Rexes	Cant	Tie	Their	Shoes	AmazonIts	a	race	to	get	through	the	cleaning	to-do	list	before	Grandma	comes	to	visit.	But	uh-oh!	The	cat	keeps	swiping	at	the	magnetic	letters	on	the	fridge,	jumbling	the	tasks	in	hilarious	ways.	Share	this	to	reinforce
print	concepts.	Plus,	you	can	add	it	to	your	kindergarten	books	that	represent	two-dad	families.	Buy	it:	Bathe	the	Cat	AmazonMany	kids	collect	rocks,	baseball	cards,	and	comic	books,	but	Jerome	collects	words.	Inspire	students	to	notice	new	vocabulary	words	and	show	them	the	power	that	just	the	right	word	can	hold.	Follow	up	by	establishing	your
own	class	word	collection	system.	Buy	it:	The	Word	Collector	AmazonIsaac	is	happy	to	be	visiting	his	grandfathers	house	but	hesitant	about	actually	going	to	sleep.	His	grandfather	leads	him	through	a	sweet	nighttime	routine	that	makes	all	the	creaks	and	groans	of	the	old	house	less	scary.	Encourage	kids	to	share	or	write	about	their	own	sequential
nighttime	routines.	Buy	it:	Time	for	Bed,	Old	House	AmazonThe	Elephant	&	Piggie	Like	Reading!	collection	never	lets	us	down!	Colorful	creatures	make	signs	for	their	new	club.	Share	this	to	help	you	introduce	strategies	for	using	letter-sound	knowledge	to	write	decodable	words.	Buy	it:	Its	a	Sign!	AmazonMargaux	adores	her	cat	May	and	gets	so
worried	when	shes	lost.	Kids	will	love	the	unexpected	and	satisfying	resolution.	Add	this	to	your	read-aloud	books	for	kindergarten	to	help	you	discuss	story	elements.	It	also	includes	representation	of	Cree	language.	Buy	it:	My	Friend	May	AmazonA	young	childs	grandmother	comes	over	to	care	for	her	every	weekend	and	makes	so	many	mistakes,
like	making	up	new	rules	to	games,	calling	the	cats	silly	names,	and	eating	ice	cream	in	a	snowstorm.	Kids	will	have	a	lot	of	thoughts	to	share	about	this	engaging	story,	and	its	a	great	one	to	practice	describing	characters.	Buy	it:	Gaga	Mistake	Day	AmazonA	gender-inclusive	parent	and	child	disagree	about	whether	its	time	to	play	or	get	housework
done.	Of	course,	an	imaginary	sea	voyage	is	much	more	fun	than	vacuuming!	Ask	kindergartners	to	identify	the	real	and	imaginary	aspects	of	the	text	and	illustrations,	and	stop	to	discuss	unfamiliar	content	vocabulary.	This	would	make	a	fun	story	to	act	out	too.	Buy	it:	Ahoy!	AmazonWhen	Omu	makes	her	thick	red	stew,	the	delicious	smell	attracts
many	visitors	hoping	for	a	taste.	Selflessly,	she	gives	every	last	bit	awaybut	her	grateful	neighbors	have	a	plan	to	say	thanks.	This	is	the	perfect	story	to	act	out	with	your	class.	Buy	it:	Thank	You,	Omu!	AmazonIn	this	quiet	gem,	a	mother	and	daughter	make	the	best	of	a	series	of	mishaps	by	keeping	in	mind	whats	truly	important:	being	together.
Share	it	to	encourage	kids	to	talk	or	write	about	their	own	weekend	adventures.	Buy	it:	Saturday	AmazonThis	rhyming	Spanish	and	English	adaptation	of	a	classic	tale	has	lots	of	familiar	details,	but	in	the	updated	ending,	the	troll	becomes	the	goats	newest	amiga.	Its	the	perfect	addition	to	your	collection	of	fairy	tale	books	for	kindergarten.	Try
comparing	and	contrasting	it	with	a	traditional	version	of	The	Three	Billy	Goats	Gruff.	Buy	it:	The	Three	Billy	Goats	Buenos	AmazonRuby	spies	some	scrap	wood	and	gets	a	vision	for	an	amazing	fort.	Will	any	of	her	brothers	help	her	build	it?	Compare	and	contrast	this	to	a	traditional	version	of	The	Little	Red	Hen.	Buy	it:	The	Little	Red	Fort
AmazonWho	doesnt	love	a	pool	party?	There	are	just	a	few	words	per	page,	but	there	are	so	many	fun	details	to	notice	in	the	pictures	of	this	book.	Add	it	to	your	kindergarten	books	that	help	kids	with	ideas	for	their	own	personal	narrative	writing.	(This	is	also	one	of	our	go-to	summer	books	for	kindergarten	to	enjoy	before	school	lets	out.)	Buy	it:	Pool
Party	AmazonKids	can	make	so	many	connections	to	this	story	of	a	girl	learning	to	ride	a	bike.	Share	this	title	when	youre	talking	about	noticing	details	in	book	illustrationsand	adding	more	to	kids	own	drawings.	Buy	it:	Together	We	Ride	Decodable	books	are	essential	for	kindergarten	reading	instruction.	These	are	just	a	few	of	our	go-to	series.	Half-
Pint	KidsWe	love	these	for	boosting	kindergarten	readers	confidence.	It	feels	great	to	be	able	to	decode	the	words	in	real,	colorful	books.	Use	these	for	small-group	instruction.	Bonus:The	titles	can	be	read	online	for	free,	which	is	a	great	option	for	follow-up	reading	practice	at	home!	Buy	it:	Half-Pint	Readers	AmazonA	bear	and	a	fox	have	friendly
adventures.	The	books	dont	progress	in	a	systematic	sequence,	but	mostly	contain	words	with	standard	consonant	and	short	vowel	spellings.	These	are	a	great	substitute	for	more	varied	early	reader	trade	books.	Buy	it:	Jax	and	Ren	series	AmazonLearning	vowel	sounds	doesnt	have	to	be	a	drag	when	youve	got	adorable	felted	animals	to	teach	you.	We
like	to	use	these	primarily	as	read-alouds,	but	we	ask	kids	to	practice	decoding	the	words	that	match	our	phonics	goals.	They	make	learning	short	vowels	especially	fun.	Buy	it:	Hop,	Frog!	Bright	Owl	Books	Sharing	nonfiction	books	for	kindergartners	and	stories	that	build	their	knowledge	about	a	variety	of	topics	is	so	important.	These	are	some	of	our
recent	favorite	books	about	people	and	places	and	science	books	for	kindergarten.	AmazonWhen	Musa	starts	kindergarten,	his	teacher	invites	him	to	share	his	favorite	day,	Eid	al-Fitr,	with	the	class.	Over	the	course	of	the	year,	the	class	learns	about	Rosh	Hashanah,	Las	Posadas,	Pi	Day,	and	many	more	special	days.	Share	this	to	build	knowledge
about	various	holidays	and	to	encourage	children	to	share	favorite	celebrations	from	their	own	families.	Buy	it:	Our	Favorite	Day	of	the	Year	AmazonMari	and	her	mother	create	signs	for	an	upcoming	march,	which	turns	into	a	memorable	experience	for	Mari.	The	authors	note	includes	reflections	from	the	real-life	6-year-old	Mari	on	attending	a	2017
womens	march.	Share	this	to	kick	off	an	opinion-writing	unit,	or	to	build	students	awareness	of	avenues	for	activism.	Buy	it:	Love	Is	Powerful	AmazonWaiting	is	so	hard	when	youre	in	kindergarten!	Ethan	waits	for	his	loose	tooth	to	fall	out,	and	he	also	waits	for	it	to	be	time	to	tap	his	familys	maple	trees	and	make	maple	syrup.	Read	this	story	to	build
students	knowledge	about	this	seasonal	tradition	and	to	make	connections	to	the	passing	of	time	on	the	calendar.	Buy	it:	Almost	Time	AmazonWhen	Daniel	meets	his	grandpa	at	the	park,	he	takes	his	greeting	Whats	new?	literally,	noticing	all	the	newness	of	spring	around	him.	This	is	one	of	our	favorite	new	spring	books	for	kindergarten.	Share	it	and
head	outside	to	search	for	signs	of	spring	in	the	schoolyard.	Buy	it:	Whats	New,	Daniel?	Amazon	Amazon	Amazon	AmazonThis	is	a	colorful	and	engaging	portrait	of	artist	Frida	Kahlo	presented	in	a	context	that	children	can	appreciate:	her	special	relationships	with	the	animals	in	her	life.	Share	it	as	part	of	a	study	of	Mexican	culture	or	as	an
introduction	to	a	Frida-inspired	art	project.	Buy	it:	Frida	Kahlo	and	Her	Animalitos	AmazonUncluttered	photos	show	how	baby	animals	from	different	habitats	grow	and	change	over	time.	Share	these	books	as	part	of	a	science	unit	about	how	animals	grow	and	survive	in	different	environments.	Have	children	create	their	own	2D	or	3D	representations
of	animals	found	in	a	particular	habitat.	Buy	it:	See	How	They	Grow	AmazonWhat	is	science,	anyway?	This	comprehensive,	photo-filled	resource	helps	answer	that	for	kids.	Use	the	opening	section	to	teach	kids	about	the	habits	of	scientists	at	the	start	of	the	year,	and	return	to	its	captivating	coverage	of	different	science	topics	when	you	start	each
new	unit.	Its	also	a	great	book	for	introducing	kids	to	nonfiction	text	features.	Buy	it:	National	Geographic	Little	Kids	First	Big	Book	of	Science	AmazonEducate	kids	about	the	importance	of	working	to	ensure	everyone	has	clean	water	to	drink	with	this	energetic	story	of	activism	written	by	two	indigenous	Canadian	women.	Use	it	as	a	springboard	to
learn	more	about	where	drinking	water	comes	from	in	your	community	and	any	efforts	to	improve	access	to	it.	Buy	it:	Nibis	Water	Song	AmazonThis	innovative	book	uses	paper	cut-outs	to	show	how	land	and	water	forms	are	relatedplus,	plenty	of	fun	details	in	the	illustrations	invite	wondering	and	conversation.	Look	at	a	globe	or	various	maps	to
differentiate	between	water	and	land	and	find	examples	of	the	terms	introduced	in	the	book.	Buy	it:	Water	Land:	Land	and	Water	Forms	Around	the	World	AmazonKindergarten	classrooms	have	to	talk	about	handwashing	a	lot.	At	least	this	book	makes	it	entertaining!	After	reading,	write	and	illustrate	a	class	poster	with	handwashing	instructions	to
hang	near	the	sink.	Buy	it:	Germs	vs.	Soap	AmazonThe	kids	in	this	book	dont	let	a	lack	of	green	space	stop	them	from	creating	a	thriving	garden.	Use	it	to	reinforce	key	concepts	about	plants	and	inspire	young	farmers.	Follow	up	with	some	planting	anywhere!	Buy	it:	Anywhere	Farm	AmazonThis	book	encourages	critical	thinking	about	a	foundational
science	concept.	The	engaging	photographs	and	embedded	questions	help	students	decide	if	something	is	living	or	nonliving.	Follow	up	with	a	hunt	for	living	and	nonliving	things	around	your	classroom	and	schoolyard.	Buy	it:	Living	Things	and	Nonliving	Things	AmazonThis	rhyming	biography	manages	to	present	complex	information	in	an	accessible
way,	sharing	the	life	story	of	Dr.	Patricia	Bath,	a	pioneer	ophthalmologist.	Use	this	title	to	exemplify	successful	women	in	science	or	as	an	interesting	extension	to	a	unit	on	the	five	senses.	Buy	it:	The	Doctor	With	an	Eye	for	Eyes	AmazonPerfect	blends	of	artistry,	information,	and	engagement,	each	title	in	this	series	uses	cut-outs	to	share	new	details
on	each	page	about	a	topic	in	nature.	Share	these	titles	as	they	fit	the	current	season	or	your	science	topics.	Buy	it:	Peek-Through	Picture	Books	AmazonIf	you	were	a	tree,	how	would	you	feel?	What	would	you	taste,	smell,	hear,	and	see?	What	amazing	questions	to	discuss	with	kindergartners!	This	rhyming	title	is	one	of	our	favorite	kindergarten
books	to	introduce	the	five	senses.	Buy	it:	If	I	Were	a	Tree	AmazonSounds	and	sights	on	a	trip	to	the	ocean	create	a	lyrical	poem.	Use	the	repeating	text	structure	to	write	your	own	class	poem	after	a	trip	to	or	experience	in	nature.	Buy	it:	I	Hear	You,	Ocean	AmazonPoetic	text	and	vibrant	up-close	photos	remind	children	to	notice	Earths	beautiful
resources.	Share	this	as	a	gorgeous	read-aloud	around	Earth	Day	or	any	time	of	year.	After	reading,	have	students	write	their	own	Thank	You	Earth	letters.	Buy	it:	Thank	You,	Earth:	A	Love	Letter	to	Our	Planet	Counting	books,	shape	books,	and	other	math-themed	titles	can	make	your	math	curriculum	more	memorable	and	engaging.	AmazonA	cat
looks	at	the	world	through	so	many	different	windowsits	surely	seen	it	all,	right?	The	surprise	ending	will	delight	kids.	Share	this	title	to	get	your	class	noticing	and	talking	about	shapes	they	seeand	maybe	heading	out	on	a	shape	hunt!	Buy	it:	Inside	Cat	AmazonIn	this	bilingual	English	and	Mandarin	title,	Mia	and	her	uncle	Eddie	walk	through
Chinatown	on	their	way	to	eat	dim	sum.	On	each	block,	they	see	more	interesting	things.	Use	this	title	to	introduce	ordinal	and	cardinal	numbers	and	inspire	kids	own	neighborhood	counting	books.	Buy	it:	Ten	Blocks	to	the	Big	Wok	AmazonTen	colorful	birds	sit	on	a	twig	untilsnap!the	twig	keeps	breaking,	causing	birds	to	fall	off.	Use	this	book	when
you	study	ways	to	make	10	or	when	you	introduce	subtraction.	Plus,	it	could	inspire	the	most	adorable	art	projects	ever!	Buy	it:	Ten	on	a	Twig	Some	days,	you	just	need	a	great	class	laugh.	These	hilarious	titles	will	do	the	trick!	AmazonMr.	Fox	has	one	rule:	You	must	answer	all	his	questions	with	No.	This	gets	tricky	quickly	when	hes	offering	ice
cream,	beach	vacations,	or	whether	you	want	him	to	protect	you	from	a	stinky,	slurpy	water	buffalo.	Save	this	interactive	read-aloud	for	when	you	have	a	bit	of	time	to	fill	with	your	energetic	group	of	kindergarten	kiddos.	Theyll	love	coming	up	with	their	own	questions	to	trick	a	partner	into	saying	No!	Buy	it:	Mr.	Foxs	Game	of	No!	AmazonThe
narrator	teaches	readers	about	size,	but	Marcel	the	big	bird	just	wants	to	eat	Steve,	the	small	worm.	Hilarity	ensues	as	the	narrator	chastises	Marcel	about	his	lack	of	self-control.	Share	this	book	for	pure	entertainment,	or	use	it	as	an	example	of	how	reading	with	expression	makes	a	big	difference.	Buy	it:	Who	Ate	Steve?	AmazonThis	competitive	rant
between	baby-feeding	utensils	will	have	your	kiddos	laughing	hysterically.	Grab	it	when	you	need	to	shift	the	class	mood.	We	also	love	it	for	introducing	speech	bubbles.	Buy	it:	Tiny	Spoon	vs.	Little	Fork	AmazonThese	poems	are	just	what	youve	come	to	expect	from	this	legendary	poet.	Practice	saying	the	fun	tongue	twisters	and	notice	how	many	of
them	involve	manipulated	initial	sounds.	Buy	it:	Runny	Babbit	Returns:	Another	Billy	Sook	AmazonThis	thoroughly	engaging	tale	about	the	mystery	of	a	bear	and	his	sandwich	is	filled	with	appealing	illustrations	and	rich	detail.	The	silly	story	ends	with	a	fun	twist	kids	wont	see	coming.	Encourage	kids	to	make	predictions	and	share	what	they	visualize
as	you	read	aloud.	They	could	also	make	up	their	own	The	_____	Ate	Your	______	stories.	Buy	it:	The	Bear	Ate	Your	Sandwich	AmazonWordy	Birdy	is	a	funny	character	we	can	all	root	for,	and	we	appreciate	the	kindness	of	her	friends	when	she	gets	into	trouble	by	not	listening.	Its	the	perfect	story	for	a	kindergarten	audience	to	reflect	on	characters,
problem,	and	solution.	Buy	it:	Wordy	Birdy	We	Are	Teachers	The	best	kindergarten	books,	whether	for	reading	aloud	or	independently,	can	span	a	wide	variety	of	genres,	from	fictional	stories	to	fascinating	factual	reads.	Encouraging	students	to	explore	different	genres	helps	broaden	their	reading	interests	and	abilities.	Math	&	ELA	|	PreK	To	Grade	5
Kids	see	fun.	You	see	real	learning	outcomes.	Watch	your	kids	fall	in	love	with	math	&	reading	through	our	scientifically	designed	curriculum.	Parents,	try	for	free	Teachers,	use	for	free	By	using	a	reading	framework	like	the	Lexile	score,	you	can	select	books	that	match	your	students	reading	levels,	fostering	confidence	and	a	love	for	reading.	Weve
curated	a	list	of	best	kindergarten	books	to	read,	each	offering	unique	stories	and	valuable	lessons	in	courage,	determination,	and	leadership.	Related	Reading:	Kindergarten	Reading	Level:	A	Parents	Toolkit	for	Success	If	you	want	to	help	your	kindergartener	become	a	strong	and	confident	reader,	its	essential	to	find	resources	that	grow	with	their
developing	skills.	Heres	a	curated	list	of	best	kindergarten	books	to	read	online	that	are	tailored	to	a	childs	evolving	reading	abilities:	Read	AloudsExpand	vocab	|	Develop	Early	Literacy	|	Boost	Reading	Confidence	These	kindergarten	read	alouds	are	ideal	for	having	an	interactive	reading	out	loud	session,	making	them	perfect	for	young	learners.
They	help	kindergarteners	improve	their	listening	skills,	expand	their	vocabulary,	and	boost	early	literacy.	Whether	used	by	parents	or	teachers,	these	interactive	sessions	make	reading	both	fun	and	educational,	fostering	a	love	for	books	from	the	start.	Leveled	ReadersSkill	Progression	|	Read	&	Grow	|	One	Story	at	a	Time	Leveled	readers	are
designed	to	align	with	the	reading	abilities	of	children	at	different	stages.	Each	level	introduces	specific	phonetic	patterns,	sentence	structures,	and	vocabulary.	As	childrens	reading	skills	improve,	they	can	gradually	progress	to	more	complex	books,	ensuring	steady	growth	and	confidence	in	their	reading	journey.books,	ensuring	steady	growth	and
confidence	in	their	reading	journey.	Decodable	BooksPhonics	Fun	|	Decode	&	Learn	|	Early	Reading	Decodable	books	focus	on	phonics	and	are	ideal	for	beginner	readers.	They	enable	kindergarteners	to	practice	decoding	words,	helping	them	learn	to	sound	out	letters	and	words	independently.	This	approach	builds	reading	confidence	and	fosters
early	literacy	skills.	Bedtime	StoriesCozy	Bedtime	Reads	|	Wisdom	Stories	|	Inspirational	Characters	Bedtime	stories	are	a	wonderful	way	to	wind	down	the	day.	These	calming	and	comforting	tales	are	perfect	for	reading	together	before	sleep,	offering	a	soothing	routine	that	promotes	relaxation	and	bonding	between	parents	and	children.	These
stories	often	feature	inspirational	characters	and	gentle	life	lessons.	Each	of	these	online	storybooks	comes	with	options	like	Read	to	Me	or	Read	by	Myself,	allowing	your	child	to	choose	between	independent	reading	or	listening	along.	You	can	also	monitor	your	childs	progress	as	they	explore	these	stories	on	their	own.	Here	is	how	your	tracking
dashboard	looks:	Both	parents	and	teachers	can	assign	these	books	to	children,	track	their	reading	progress,	and	adapt	the	reading	material	to	meet	the	growing	needs	of	young	readers.	By	signing	up,	you	can	access	all	these	features	and	more,	ensuring	that	your	child	has	the	best	tools	to	become	a	proficient	reader.	Related	Reading:	Free	Online
Classic	Storybooks	for	Kids	Reading	can	bring	immense	joy	to	young	readers	as	they	explore	new	worlds	and	discover	new	ways	of	thinking.	You	can	introduce	a	wide	range	of	books	that	can	be	relevant	to	their	experiences	and	give	them	a	sense	of	direction	in	their	reading	journeys.	The	books	to	read	to	kindergarten	students	are	the	ones	that	they
can	remember	for	years.	Category	Humor,	Fiction	This	storybook	for	kindergarten	children	revolves	around	the	dynamics	of	Gerald	and	Piggie,	and	their	approach	to	asking	for	things.	While	one	is	patient,	the	other	is	demanding,	making	their	friendship	unique	and	full	of	twists	and	turns.	Takeaways	The	simplicity	of	waiting	rather	than	throwing	a
tantrum	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Fiction	This	engaging	tale	of	the	mouse	talks	about	what	happens	if	you	take	a	mouse	to	school.	It	teaches	cause	and	effect	while	exploring	everything	that	waits	for	the	boy	and	the	mouse	at	school.	It	is	one	of	the	best	books	to	read	in	kindergarten	to	instill	equal	parts	confidence	and	empathy.	Takeaways	Courage
and	kindness	go	a	long	way	Buy	on:	Amazon	Source	@amazon.com	Category:	Picture	book,	Fiction	This	delightful	book	captures	the	excitement	and	jitters	that	come	with	starting	kindergarten.	Through	playful	rhymes	and	lively	illustrations,	it	takes	young	readers	on	a	journey	through	a	series	of	relatable	experiences,	from	the	first	day	to	making	new
friends.	Its	one	of	the	popular	kindergarten	books	that	perfectly	sets	the	stage	for	what	to	expect	in	the	new	school	year.	Takeaway:	The	book	reassures	children	that	their	fears	are	normal	and	that	kindergarten	is	an	exciting	adventure.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Related	Reading:	Popular	Nonfiction	Books	for	Kids	to	Read	&	Cherish	Category	Fiction	It	is	a
great	book	to	read	in	kindergarten	and	practice	reading	aloud	in	class,	as	it	empowers	young	women	around	the	world	to	strengthen	their	self-esteem.	Like	the	trees,	Im	here	to	grow.	Like	the	mountains,	here	to	stand.	Takeaways	Kindness	and	self-esteem	will	take	you	everywhere	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Classic	One	of	the	best	books	for
kindergarten	readers,	The	Maggie	B	is	a	tale	of	a	young	girl	who	goes	on	a	magical	adventure.	It	focuses	on	the	power	of	courage	and	adventure-seeking	when	you	face	the	unknown.	Takeaways	Leadership	in	times	of	adventure	is	essential.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	ClassicsThis	classic	kindergartener	book	revolves	around	a	child	who	is	invited	by
royalty	to	tea.	It	is	a	visual	masterpiece	in	its	design	and	has	lessons	that	children	can	use	for	years.	You	can	start	by	exploring	the	underlying	themes	within	the	book.	Takeaways	Humility,	compassion,	and	kindness	are	traits	all	kids	should	imbibe	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Classics	This	classic	kindergarten	book	follows	Max,	a	young	boy	whose
imaginative	journey	to	an	island	of	wild	creatures	helps	him	process	his	emotions.	While	the	story	explores	the	role	of	anger,	it	also	beautifully	illustrates	how	imagination	can	be	a	powerful	tool	for	children	to	navigate	their	feelings	and	ultimately	find	comfort	in	returning	home.	Its	one	of	the	best	books	for	kindergarten	readers,	blending	adventure
with	emotional	growth.	Takeaways	The	role	of	anger	in	the	lives	of	young	kids	Buy	on:	Amazon	Related	Reading:	Best	Children's	Books	to	Stimulate	Kids'	Imagination	Category	Picture	book	The	book	focuses	on	how	easy	it	is	to	make	friendships	that	can	last	a	lifetime.	Cultural	differences	can	be	overcome	through	friendship,	showcasing	the	power	of
understanding,	compassion,	and	kindness.	Takeaways	Similarities	and	differences	between	cultures	are	explored	in	a	simple	way	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Picture	book	This	book	for	kindergarten	readers	explores	how	each	child	can	do	something	special	in	their	field	of	interest	and	become	better	at	it.	It	talks	about	how	school	can	be	a	place	of
magical	adventures,	where	each	child	can	find	something	unique	to	focus	on.	Takeaways	It	focuses	on	how	struggles	can	be	overcome	to	achieve	success	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Fiction	Young	David	causes	havoc	in	this	tale,	disobeying	instructions,	being	noisy,	and	writing	on	desks.	David	then	realizes	the	importance	of	being	a	part	of	a	community
and	starts	to	change	his	behavior	to	fit	in	with	everyone	else.	Takeaways	Davids	transformation	can	be	an	example	for	all	kids	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Picture	book	The	storybook	for	kindergarten	children	describes	the	journeys	of	dinosaurs	as	they	enter	their	first	year	of	school.	It	reflects	many	of	the	emotions	that	kids	feel	when	they	start	school
and	leaves	children	with	a	sense	of	courage,	hope,	and	perseverance.	Takeaways	The	books	humorous	take	on	everyday	school	activities	can	help	kids	adjust	to	school	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Classic	Captain	Swashbys	journey	to	opening	up	and	being	friends	with	his	new	neighbors	is	a	relatable	theme	that	all	kids	can	enjoy	reading.	The	roles	of
friendship,	family,	and	compassion	are	explored	in	this	classic	tale.	Takeaways	By	focusing	on	compassion,	the	tale	connects	generations	with	a	common	theme	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Classic,	Picture	book	Out	the	Door	focuses	on	a	childs	journey	from	their	home	to	school.	It	helps	kids	become	more	independent,	courageous,	and	resilient	as	they
traverse	busy	streets,	crowded	places,	and	confusing	intersections.	Takeaways	The	books	empowerment	theme	resonates	with	young	readers	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Funny	The	book	revolves	around	the	challenges	that	different	animals	face	when	doing	everyday	things.	It	shows	strength,	perseverance,	and	grit	when	animals	continue	trying	things
they	are	not	good	at.	Its	a	light	and	casual	read	that	will	have	children	hooked,	and	kindergarten	books	to	read	can	be	for	fun	and	pastime,	too.	Takeaways	Kids	should	always	try	their	best	and	focus	on	improving	their	skills	Buy	on:	Amazon	Related	Reading:	Funny	Children's	Books	to	Read	With	Your	Kids	Category	Picture	book	One	of	the	best	books
for	kindergarten	students	Thank	you,	Omu!	focuses	on	how	generosity	is	reciprocated	multiple	times.	The	gifts	given	by	the	lady	were	impactful	to	her	community,	leading	the	community	to	give	her	gifts	in	return.	Takeaways	The	gift	of	giving	is	a	key	theme	underlying	the	narrative	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Fiction,	Picture	book	This	New	York	Times
bestseller	talks	about	how	everyone	is	welcome	in	school	and	how	everyone	can	explore	their	interests	equally.	It	goes	into	more	detail	on	how	large-scale	communities	are	built	through	diverse	ideas,	cultures,	and	backgrounds.	Takeaways	Diversity	is	a	key	theme	in	the	book,	which	is	a	great	lesson	for	kids	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Fiction
Wemberly	always	worries	about	getting	hurt,	falling	ill,	and	other	hypothetical	situations.	You	can	unpack	the	demerits	of	constantly	worrying	and	how	the	world	can	be	a	joyful	place	to	meet	new	people	and	do	new	things.	Takeaways	The	role	of	fear	and	courage	are	expressed	in	this	book	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Classic,	Picture	book	The	book
Kindergarten	Rocks!	is	a	timeless	classic	that	covers	the	ground	on	how	kids	may	feel	when	starting	kindergarten.	The	feelings	of	anxiousness,	fear	of	the	unknown,	and	social	nervousness	are	described	through	illustrations	and	rich	narratives.	Takeaways	The	book	focuses	on	early	anxiousness	when	starting	kindergarten.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category
Picture	book	This	feel-good	adventure	of	fish	and	sharks	takes	students	through	the	deeply	engaging	journey	of	young	adults	and	how	they	face	multiple	challenges	as	they	grow	older.	The	shark	follows	the	little	fish	everywhere	and	eventually	gives	up,	with	the	fish	living	happily	ever	after.	Takeaways	This	book	focuses	on	the	value	of	trying	to	find	a
way	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Picture	book	The	book	captures	what	it	takes	to	be	kind	and	how	to	transform	an	entire	community	through	kindness.	The	impact	of	kindness	and	how	it	can	spread	to	other	people	is	also	a	key	theme	explored	in	the	book.	Takeaways	The	value	of	kindness	and	how	it	can	evolve	thought	is	a	critical	theme	Buy	on:	Amazon
Category	Picture	book	The	immersive	and	illustrative	book	features	a	young	frog	who	wants	to	change	who	he	is	because	he	doesnt	like	himself	any	longer.	The	book	focuses	on	the	dynamics	of	nature,	self-acceptance,	and	appreciation	for	differences	in	people.	If	you	are	looking	for	fun	kindergarten	books	to	read,	this	is	a	good	one.	Takeaways	A	fun
adventure	narrative	that	empowers	kids	to	be	themselves	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Picture	book	If	youre	looking	for	metaphor-rich	and	adventurous	kindergarten	books	to	read,	this	book	takes	readers	on	a	journey	into	the	night.	The	vivid	descriptions	of	how	the	world	changes	at	night	captivate	even	the	youngest	readers,	making	this	a	must-read	for
students.	Takeaways	The	night	evolves	into	darkness,	with	a	bright	cloud	always	around	the	corner	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Historical	Fiction,	Picture	book	This	richly	illustrated	book	takes	young	readers	on	a	historical	journey	across	the	United	States	via	locomotive,	offering	detailed	insights	into	the	world	of	19th-century	rail	travel.	While	its
historical	context	and	descriptive	passages	may	be	challenging,	it	serves	as	an	excellent	teacher-led	read-aloud,	making	it	one	of	the	classic	kindergarten	books	that	can	introduce	children	to	early	American	history	with	guidance.	Takeaways	The	advancement	of	technology	and	culture	is	a	key	area	of	exploration	in	the	book.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category
Historical	Fiction,	Picture	book	An	interesting	tale	of	how	Bach	could	have	invented	some	of	the	most	brilliant	pieces	of	music,	the	book	extracts	from	the	composers	journey	and	simplifies	it	for	younger	audiences.	You	can	read	this	book	aloud	and	introduce	concepts	such	as	confidence,	perseverance,	hard	work,	etc.	Takeaways	The	challenges	that	a
young	Bach	faces	can	be	inspirational	for	younger	generations.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Source	@amazon.com	Category:	Classic,	Fiction	In	this	beloved	tale,	Clifford	helps	his	owner	Emily	Elizabeth	navigate	her	first	day	of	kindergarten.	The	story	highlights	the	bond	between	pets	and	their	owners	while	also	addressing	common	anxieties	that	children	may
have	about	starting	school.	As	one	of	the	kindergarten	reading	books	that	blends	familiar	characters	with	new	experiences,	its	both	comforting	and	engaging	for	young	readers.	Takeaway:	The	story	teaches	children	that	familiar	comforts,	like	a	favorite	toy	or	a	beloved	pet,	can	help	them	face	new	challenges.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Explore	more	online
educational	resources	and	printable	worksheets	for	kids	that	will	help	with	their	learning	experience	and	make	them	smarter.	Related	Reading:	How	to	Teach	Reading	to	Kids:	Best	Strategies	for	Parents	A	key	factor	in	knowing	if	a	set	of	kindergarten	books	to	read	is	suitable	for	your	students,	apart	from	reading	levels,	is	to	gauge	engagement.	If
your	class	is	drifting	away	or	showing	a	lack	of	concentration,	it	is	ideal	to	try	another	book.	Level-A	reading	and	basic	Lexile-Band	reading	are	generally	considered	the	appropriate	categories	of	leveled	reading	books	for	kindergarten	students.	At	this	level,	illustrations	are	present	regularly	to	help	the	reader	figure	out	where	the	story	is	heading.
Sentences	in	level	books	are	usually	repetitive.	Using	only	one	or	two-syllable	words,	making	them	the	best	books	to	read	for	kindergarten.	There	is	no	single	genre	that	is	right	for	kids.	However,	it	is	essential	to	diversify	when	it	comes	to	reading.	Historical	novels,	comedic	books,	classic	tales,	and	picture	books	should	be	used	yearly.	You	can	also
get	them	kindergarten	books	to	read	online	so	they	can	access	multiple	genres.	Best-Selling	Books	for	Your	Kindergarten	Library	data-description=Build	your	kindergarten	classroom	library	with	this	collection	of	all-time	favorites	that	you	and	your	students	will	return	to	again	and	again.	data-content-type=Book	List	data-date=July	8,	2025	data-
grades=PreK	-	K	data-duration=0	data-duration-measure=Days	data-author-list={"formattedName":"Scholastic	Editors","contentPageHeaderContributorName":"Scholastic	Editors"}>	Filling	the	shelves	of	your	classroom	library	with	engaging,	imaginative	books	is	an	ideal	way	to	encourage	students	to	challenge	themselves	and	read	all	year
long.Featuring	beloved	characters	like	Clifford	and	Peppa	Pig,plus	award-winning	authors	like	Kevin	Henkes	and	Eric	Carle,	this	distinctive	mix	of	fiction	and	nonfiction	titles	will	capture	the	hearts	and	minds	of	kindergarteners	from	the	moment	they	turn	the	first	page.These	beloved	classics	make	a	great	addition	as	you	build	and	grow	your
classroom	library	as	well	as	your	students'	love	of	reading.Shop	popular	titles	to	fill	your	shelves	below!You	can	find	all	kindergarten	paperback	books	atThe	Teacher	Store.	Easy-to-follow	rhyming	text,	expressive	illustrations,	and	familiar	classroom	scenes	will	help	you	get	your	students	ready	and	excited	for	kindergarten!	>Emily	Elizabeth	is	nervous
about	starting	kindergarten,	so	her	teacher	says	she	can	bring	in	something	from	homebut	she	didn't	expect	a	giant	dog!	This	story	is	just	right	for	easing	those	first	day	anxieties.	>The	perfect	first	day	bookand	for	any	other	day	students	need	a	little	extra	love	and	supportthis	heartwarming	story	reassures	children	that	even	when	they're	apart,	the
love	between	a	parent	and	a	child	is	everywhere.	>Peppa	and	George	want	to	play	outside,	but	it	is	raining.	Daddy	Pig	has	a	fun	game	for	them	to	play	inside!	Who	will	win?	>Being	kind	can	be	a	little	difficult,	even	for	dinosaurs.	But	with	a	little	practice	and	some	heartfelt	humor,	our	prehistoric	pals	can	develop	empathy	and	compassion	for	others.
Join	in	the	hilarity	as	the	bestselling	duo	Jane	Yolen	and	Mark	Teague	teach	young	readers	and	dinosaurs	that	being	kind	is	important	and	cool!	>Students	will	relate	to	Wemberly,	a	little	mouse	who	worries	about	everythingbut	especially	about	the	first	day	of	school.	A	relatable	tale	perfect	for	reassuring	young	readers'	uncertainties.	>Melvin	throws
a	fit	whenever	he	doesn't	get	what	he	wants.	Apparently	this	is	tolerated	at	home	and	he	always	gets	his	way,	but	at	school	the	rule	is	"You	get	what	you	get	if	you	don't	throw	a	fit."	Melvin	learns	to	control	his	behavior	at	school	pretty	quickly	and	when	he	spills	the	beans	at	home,	his	parents	take	on	a	new	philosophy	as	well.	>A	heartwarming	and
inspirational	story	about	chasing	your	dreams	and	never	giving	up	by	gold-medal-winning	Olympic	gymnast	Laurie	Hernandez.	>When	a	generous	boy	shares	a	cookie	with	a	hungry	mouse,	it	is	the	beginning	of	a	chain	of	events	that	keeps	the	boy	busy	all	day	long,	and	might	keep	him	busy	for	days	to	come.	>Invite	students	to	join	a	young	girl	and
her	mother	on	a	cold,	snowy	day	as	they	work	together	to	make	soup.	>Princess	Truly	knows	how	to	help!	In	these	three	rhyming	stories,	Princess	Truly	lends	a	hand	during	her	friend's	moving	day,	she	cleans	up	a	stinky	park	with	her	magical	curls,	and	she	helps	a	farmer	get	his	tractor	key	from	a	crow's	nest!	These	funny	and	empowering	short
stories	promote	believing	in	yourself,	building	confidence,	and	having	a	positive	self-image,	and	foster	imagination	and	curiosity,	and	are	perfect	for	fans	of	Ada	Twist,	Scientist.	>It's	never	too	early	to	introduce	students	to	the	importance	of	kindness.	This	story	about	a	girl	who	finds	the	courage	to	be	kind	to	a	new	student	in	class	is	the	perfect	back-
to-school	read-aloud	that	will	set	the	stage	for	kindness	throughout	the	year.	>With	light-footed	rhymes	and	high-stepping	illustrations,	this	tale	is	gentle	inspiration	for	every	child	with	dreams	of	greatness.	>These	prehistoric	pupils	are	in	a	class	of	their	own!	As	in	their	previous	books,	Yolen	and	Teague	capture	children's	rambunctious	natures	with
playful	read-aloud	verse	and	wonderfully	amusing	pictures.	>This	hilarious	installment	in	Ross	Burach"s	Very	Impatient	Caterpillar	series	playfully	encourages	readers	to	love	who	they	are,	while	also	illuminating	the	importance	of	pollinators	to	our	ecosystem.	>Organized	into	color-coded	levels,	these	short,	compelling	stories	will	have	both
emergent	and	more	advanced	readers	entertained	and	engaged	as	they	explore	new	stories	with	their	favorite	characters.	>	Want	more	great	content?	Subscribe	to	our	Teacher	Newsletter	below	and	get	teaching	ideas	delivered	right	to	your	inbox.	Please	enter	a	valid	email	address.	Sign	Up	For	The	Newsletter	PureWow	editors	select	every	item	that
appears	on	this	page,	and	some	items	may	be	gifted	to	us.	Additionally,	PureWow	may	earn	compensation	through	affiliate	links	within	the	story.	All	prices	are	accurate	upon	date	of	publish.	You	can	learn	more	about	the	affiliate	process	here.SeventyFour/Getty	ImagesWrangling	your	energetic	kindergartener	for	quiet	reading	time	at	home	every	day
can	be...rough.	But	its	worth	doing.	Why?	Reading	to	your	kindergartener	as	much	as	possible	will	increase	the	probability	of	your	childs	school	success,	says	Denise	Daniels,	RN,	MS,	child	development	expert	and	creator	of	the	Moodsters.	It	helps	childrens	brain	development	and	builds	key	language	and	social	skills.	It	also	fosters	curiosity	and
communication	skills,	she	adds.	Yep,	reading	boasts	an	impressive	list	of	benefits,	and	this	is	especially	true	if	you	choose	the	right	material.	Daniels	says	kindergartners	profit	most	from	books	with	themes	that	help	children	develop	morals,	empathy,	social	and	emotional	learning,	and	resiliency	skills...and	expose	children	to	diversity.	But	dont	worry
if	you	dont	have	time	to	vet	every	book	in	the	childrens	section	yourselfweve	rounded	up	50	books	for	kindergarteners	that	theyre	guaranteed	to	love.High	drama,	big	print	and	plenty	of	humor	combine	in	this	story	about	navigating	friendship	and	practicing	patience.	Little	kids	will	want	to	hear	it	again	and	againand	thats	OK	by	us,	because	its	truly	a
pleasure	to	read.This	recently	published	childrens'	book	about	seeing	things	from	a	different	perspective	is	actually	two	books	in	one.	First,	read	about	Eager	Eagles	day;	then	turn	the	book	over	and	read	the	same	story	from	Patient	Pigs	point	of	view.	Full	disclosure:It's	written	by	Gary	Vaynerchuk,	chairman	of	VaynerXPureWow's	parent	companybut
this	title	stood	out	to	editors,	and	our	kids,	for	a	two	key	reasons.Yourkindergartnerwill	love	the	nifty	flip-format	and	adorable	characters,	while	parents	will	appreciate	the	valuable	lessons	imparted	about	teamwork,	problem-solving	and	compromise.An	anxious	ninja	finds	his	big	feelings	to	be	debilitating	until	a	friend	offers	up	some	advice	on	how	to
manage	emotions	and	find	courage.	This	read	delivers	social-emotional	learning	with	a	side	of	laughterand	a	powerful	message	about	peer	connections	that	every	kid	should	hear.A	big	dose	of	humor	in	a	short	book	about	friendship.	Opt	for	this	kid-favorite	about,	well,	dragons	who	love	tacos,	and	story	time	will	be	anything	but	boring.This	classic
story	about	resilience	and	learning	how	to	cope	when	nothing	seems	to	work	out	right	is	highly	relatable	for	readers	of	all	ages,	but	especially	for	kindergarteners	who	are	just	learning	how	to	keep	their	cool	in	the	face	of	disappointment.Penned	by	the	first	African	American	female	principal	dancer	in	the	prestigious	American	Ballet	Theater,	this
gripping	read	tells	the	story	of	a	young	girl	who	doubts	her	own	ability	to	reach	the	same	heights	that	Misty	has	done.	Throughout	the	book,	Misty	encourages	her	to	work	hard	so	that	she	can	succeedand	become	Firebird.Amelia	Bedelia	has	a	hard	time	with	figures	of	speech	(like	using	a	pen	and	paper	to	draw	the	drapes),	but	kids	who	read	the	book
certainly	will	not.	The	simple	words	make	this	one	a	good	candidate	for	early	phonics	instruction	and	the	story	will	make	your	little	one	double	over	with	laughterliterally.Get	ready	to	be	goofy,	parents,	because	The	Book	With	No	Pictures	will	make	you	appear	ridiculous	whether	you	like	it	or	not.	Wildly	funny	and	incredibly	clever,	this	book	does	a
bang-up	job	of	conveying	the	power	of	the	written	wordand	we	promise	your	kid	will	never	tire	of	reading	it	(or	making	you	read	it	out	loud).Striking	art	and	melodic	verses	deliver	an	empowering	message	on	inclusivity,	self-love	and	respect	for	others	in	this	New	York	Times	bestseller	that	brings	the	beauty	of	diversity	to	the	forefront	for	young
children.Upbeat,	cheerful	rhyming	makes	this	catchy	adventure	story	fun	and	fast	to	read,	although	children	will	likely	want	to	linger	on	each	page	to	take	in	the	vibrant,	intricate	illustrations.When	a	mama	elephant	has	to	leave	her	baby	to	ask	the	skies	for	rain,	she	reassures	her	little	one	by	telling	him	to	feel	the	warmth	of	her	love	in	the	sun	and
listen	for	it	in	the	wind.	This	touching	book	boasts	beautiful	depictions	of	the	African	plains	and	the	story,	which	ends	with	a	moving	mother-child	reunion,	is	sure	to	soothe	any	child	suffering	from	back-to-school	separation	blues.School	supplies	come	to	life	in	the	pages	of	this	witty	story	about	disgruntled	crayons.	This	crowd-pleaser	will	develop	your
own	kids	sense	of	humor	while	nourishing	the	young	imaginationand	its	sure	to	provoke	laughter	from	parent	and	child	alike.The	list	of	awards	and	accolades	earned	by	this	book	about	giving	back	may	well	be	longer	than	the	book	itself.	The	powerful	message	about	the	common	good	that	comes	through	the	pages	of	this	soulful	story	is	enhanced	by
vibrant	illustrations	of	an	urban	setting.	This	library	staple	is	a	celebration	of	diversity	that	will	teach	your	child	the	importance	of	doing	a	good	deed	every	day.Alma	has	a	lot	of	namestoo	many	if	you	ask	her.	Or	at	least	thats	what	she	thinks	when	we	first	meet	her.	But	by	the	end	of	the	book	and	after	a	journey	into	the	past,	Alma	Sofia	Esperanza	Jos
Pura	Candela	loves	knowing	where	all	of	her	beautiful	names	came	from.The	lyrical	prose	Willems	pens	in	this	moving	read	is	a	departure	from	the	sparse	yet	delightfully	funny	writing	that	characterizes	many	of	his	other	childrens	books,	but	the	final	product	is	just	as	exciting.	This	ode	to	the	transformative	power	of	music	is	accompanied	by
stunning	illustrationsa	combination	that	will	mesmerize	and	inspire	young	readers	(and	pull	on	the	heartstrings	of	parents).Got	a	kid	with	first-day	jitters?	This	cheerful	story	will	get	her	readyand	excitedfor	going	to	school.	And	sure,	there	are	plenty	of	books	that	you	could	read	to	your	reluctant	kindergartener	to	let	her	know	that	its	all	going	to	be
OK,	but	this	one	takes	the	message	one	step	further	by	saying,	Youve	totally	got	thisA	great	introduction	to	chapter	books,	Detective	Gordon	is	an	age-appropriate	and	gripping	whodunit	adventure	that	kindergarteners	will	be	excited	to	dive	back	into	every	day.	Plus,	this	book	also	benefits	from	colorful	illustrations	from	cover	to	cover,	ensuring	that
even	easily-distracted	kids	dont	lose	the	plot.A	chapter	book	for	young	readers	told	from	the	perspective	of	a	sassy,	uproariously	funny,	and	charmingly	relatable	peer.	This	New	York	Times	bestseller	has	been	turning	out	bookworms	for	a	quarter	of	a	century,	because	no	one	can	resist	the	big	personality	of	kindergarten	kid	Junie	B.	Jones.Banish	first
day	butterflies	with	this	heartwarming	tale	of	an	offbeat	friendship	formed	between	a	stuffed	bear	and	his	houseplant	roommatecompanions	who	empower	one	another	to	explore	their	surroundings	and	confront	their	fears.	The	wholesome	message	plays	out	to	a	beautiful,	rhyming	tune,	and	the	lyrics	include	a	few	prized	vocabulary	words	for	good
measure.Young	kids	will	be	thrilled	by	this	upbeat	book	about	a	little	girl	who,	inspired	by	the	sounds	of	the	city,	boogies	her	way	to	the	center	of	town.	With	her	passion,	energy	and	cool	moves,	the	little	girl	starts	a	spontaneous	dance	party,	inspiring	all	the	kids	in	the	city	to	join	the	fun.	Chances	are	your	little	one	will	want	to	bop	to	the	beat,	too,
after	this	charming	read.With	a	subdued	and	artful	dose	of	humor,	Paschkis	tells	the	story	of	a	bird	and	a	beast	who	just	cant	understand	each	others	habits	and	needs.	Mutual	acceptance	is	finally	reached	once	both	parties	have	made	a	tough	emotional	journey	full	of	frustration	and	learned	to	listen	rather	than	control.	This	light-hearted	book	invites
laughter,	while	simultaneously	familiarizing	kindergarteners	with	the	social-emotional	learning	that	lies	ahead.Young	children	are	introduced	to	poetry	and	culture	in	this	book	that	sings	the	praises	of	Pablo	Neruda,	while	shining	a	spotlight	on	the	empathic	spirit	behind	his	work.	Magical	and	touching,	Browns	storytelling	will	spark	creativity,	and
may	well	inspire	a	new	generation	of	poets.A	tongue-in-cheek	narrative	about	a	knight	and	dragon	that	have	to	prepare	for	a	duel	by	going	to	the	library,	because	neither	knows	the	first	thing	about	fighting.	Fortunately,	theres	no	stand-off	at	the	end	of	this	fairytaleinstead	the	knight	and	dragon	snub	tradition	and	decide	to	collaborate	on	a	new,
exciting	project,	which	they	pull	off	with	the	aid	of	more	books	and	a	princess	librarian	to	guide	their	research.A	patient,	supportive	father	stands	by	his	son	and	helps	gently	guide	him	in	this	story	of	a	young	boy	who	has	all	the	skills	to	jump	off	a	diving	board,	but	cant	summon	the	courage	to	walk	the	plank.	Kids	of	all	ages	will	relate	to	and	feel
validated	by	this	book	that	revolves	around	the	main	characters	inner	struggle	and	ultimate	victory	over	his	own	fears.Seuss-like	in	style	and	aesthetic,	this	classic	book	will	help	pre-K	graduates	master	prepositional	phrases,	and	the	antics	performed	by	the	group	of	pups	is	basically	a	guarantee	that	the	education	is	full	of	entertainment	to
boot.Kindergarteners	are	known	for	questionable	instincts	when	it	comes	to	hygiene,	but	this	book	might	just	spare	you	a	school	year	of	endless	illness.	Written	by	a	microbiologist	with	a	good	sense	of	humor,	this	book	teaches	kids	all	about	germs	(and	how	not	to	spread	them)	with	an	interactive	format	that	makes	for	an	undeniably	fun	read.Middle
school	teachers	might	report	note	passing	as	a	problem	but	in	kindergarten,	literacy	is	the	name	of	the	game	so	no	one	will	be	upset	when	this	book	inspires	your	kid	to	practice	writing	letters	with	a	classroom	pen	pal.Gender	stereotypes	are	among	the	unwritten,	outdated	rules	that	can	start	stifling	childrens	self-expression	as	soon	as	kindergarten
begins	(if	not	earlier).	Blow	the	lid	off	all	that	crap	with	a	book	that	encourages	boys	who	want	to	wear	pink	and	girls	who	like	to	play	basketball.	Bottom	line:	Both	sexes	will	walk	away	from	story	time	feeling	empowered	to	explore	their	interests	and	expand	their	minds.By	kindergarten,	many	little	ones	have	stopped	napping	and	most	schools	dont
carve	out	a	space	in	the	schedule	for	children	that	want	a	midday	snooze,	so	a	good	nights	sleep	is	a	must.	Nip	bedtime	drama	in	the	bud	and	ease	the	transition	to	a	nap-free	school	day	with	a	sweet	and	silly	book	that	will	help	your	child	put	his	nighttime	fears	to	bed.Looking	for	an	age-appropriate	way	to	address	questions	on	sexual	orientation	and
gender	identity?	This	inclusive	book	tells	the	tale	of	a	fun	pride	celebration	and	also	includes	helpful	information	for	parents	plus	a	reading	guide	full	of	LGBTQ+	history	and	culture.A	series	of	unexpected	events	occur	when	a	lovable	mouse	unwittingly	embarks	on	an	adventure	and	ends	up	charting	new	territory.	But	its	Aberdeens	efforts	to	find	his
way	back	home	that	imbue	the	story	with	a	requisite	degree	of	intrigue	to	keep	restless	kindergarteners	glued	to	their	seats.Kids	can	be	mean,	which	is	why	every	kindergartener	needs	a	primer	from	Paula,	who	has	to	learn	some	tough	lessons	about	friendship	and	integrity	before	she	figures	out	how	to	stand	up	to	a	bully	in	defense	of	her	bestie
Maggie.	This	heartwarming	story	is	a	must-read	that	teaches	schoolyard	newbies	how	to	do	the	right	thing	as	they	form	and	navigate	new	relationships	with	peers.Lively	animal	portraits	bring	the	characters	to	life	in	this	book	that	helps	kids	comprehend	the	indispensable	life	skill	of	being	able	to	recover	from	a	bad	mood.	Bernice	starts	off	with	a	me-
first	attitude	that	spoils	her	own	fun	at	a	friends	birthday	bash,	so	much	so	that	she	gets	carried	away...literally,	by	balloons.	With	a	bit	of	effort,	she	finds	her	way	back	to	the	party	at	lastand	becomes	the	life	of	it.	Take	your	child	on	a	trip	to	the	realm	of	magical	realism	with	this	Murakami-esque	story	of	a	boy	who,	after	falling	asleep	in	the	library,
sets	out	to	explore	the	stacks	in	search	of	his	lost	little	red	fish.	Whimsical	and	refreshing,	this	book	will	enthrall	readers	of	all	ages.Three	bears	break	mama	bears	precious	seashell	keepsake	and	embark	on	an	epic	adventure	to	make	things	right	by	finding	her	a	new	special	shell.	The	rough	seas	leave	the	siblings	wondering	if	they	can	make	it	back
home	safely...and	if	they	should	have,	perhaps,	just	come	clean	about	the	accident	instead.	The	lesson	in	accountability	is	effective	without	being	heavy-handed,	and	the	ending	is	happy,	of	course.Get	back	on	the	horse	that	bucked	youthats	the	theme	of	this	uplifting	follow-up	story	that	details	the	aftermath	(and	emotional	fallout)	of	Humpty	Dumptys
famously	tragic	fall.	Spoiler	alert:	Despite	his	morbid	nursery	rhyme	fate,	the	once	pitifully	fragile	character	does	indeed	face	his	fear	of	heights	and	gets	a	taste	of	triumph	in	this	kid-friendly	page-turner.A	tale	about	real-life	astronaut	Mae	Jemison,	this	book	shines	a	light	on	women	in	STEM	and	the	moral	of	the	story	couldnt	be	better:	If	you	believe
it,	and	work	hard	for	it,	anything	is	possible.This	book	revolves	around	a	seemingly	simple	question,	explored	with	an	extended	metaphor	that	sparks	creativity	and	big	thinking	in	small	people.	The	answer	is	not	so	straightforward,	though,	and	the	narrative	skillfully	covers	all	the	obstacles	children	face	when	taking	a	chance	(fear	of	the	unknown,
aversion	to	failure,	and	embarrassment,	to	name	a	few).	The	message	is	spot-on	and	the	illustrations	are	stripped-down	in	the	most	striking	way.Take	a	page	out	of	this	book	and	then	read	it	to	your	daughter	as	a	confidence-building	reminder	of	her	inherent	worth.	Every	little	girl	should	hear	and	relish	this	ode	to	the	unbreachable	beauty,	strength
and	potential	she	has	withinand	this	winner	deserves	its	place	on	the	bookshelves	of	boys,	too,	so	they	can	grow	up	to	be	respectful	men.Give	your	kid	a	leg	up	on	classroom	(and	real	world)	etiquette	with	this	playful	story	about	a	slice	of	cake	that	seemingly	misplaced	its	manners.	An	amusing	read	that	reminds	children	that	no	mistake	is	so	grievous,
it	cant	be	corrected	with	a	little	attitude	adjustment.Anti-bullying	themes	are	an	understated	but	important	component	in	this	story	of	Stick	and	Stone	and	the	the	heroic	choices	they	make	to	develop	and	maintain	their	friendship.	A	heartwarming	message	about	loyalty	and	virtuerelated	with	catchy,	rhyming	prosethis	book	is	a	major	asset	when	it
comes	to	encouraging	the	social-emotional	learning	that	goes	into	any	enduring	childhood	bond.As	soon	as	Sulwe	realizes	her	skin	is	darker	than	that	of	her	classmates,	and	even	her	own	family,	she	struggles	with	self-acceptance...until	she	takes	an	eye-opening,	magical	journey	into	the	midnight-black	night	sky.	Her	whimsical	travels	conclude	with
an	invaluable	realization:	What	made	her	feel	uncomfortably	different	is,	in	fact,	what	makes	her	uniquely	beautiful.	The	best	antidote	to	racism	comes	from	honest,	early	childhood	educationconsider	this	breathtaking	book	a	starter	course	that	every	kindergartener	needs.Emotional	autonomy	is	the	solution	to	nearly	every	bout	of	angst	(at	any	age)	as
it	delivers	one	from	boredom,	frustration	and	the	general	feeling	of	powerlessness	that	so	often	plagues	childhood.	Cummings	gets	to	the	heart	of	the	matter	in	her	engaging	book,	which	reads	like	self-help	for	pint-sized	people,	replete	with	alluring	illustrations	and	a	positive	message	to	kids:	You	can	control	your	own	happiness.Shy	kiddos	might	be
inclined	to	hide	in	their	shells,	especially	in	the	context	of	a	noisy	classroom	with	more	boisterous,	extroverted	peersbut	with	a	little	extra	nudge	during	reading	time,	even	a	shrinking	violet	can	find	the	courage	to	tap	a	classmate	on	the	shoulder	and	strike	up	a	friendship.	That	Neighbor	Kid	throws	timidity	out	the	window	in	favor	of	a	brave	desire	to
connect	and	build	something	new.Antisocial	tendencies	are	kind	of	the	norm	in	a	kindergarten	classroom,	which	is	why	kids	and	parents	alike	will	appreciate	this	cheeky	story	about	a	student	struggling	with	competing	desires.	Should	Penelope	Rex	eat	or	befriend	her	classmates?	The	answer	is	fairly	obvious	(and	she	gets	there	in	the	end)	but	young
readers	will	delight	in	a	moral	conundrum	that	pokes	fun	at	their	own	worst	instincts	as	they	learn	the	dos	and	donts	of	classroom	conduct.This	beautiful	story	explores	a	dynamic	that	you	dont	often	see	in	childrens	books:	a	father	in	charge	of	his	daughters	care	(which	includes	doing	her	hair).	Read	this	celebration	of	fatherly	love	and	natural	hair
with	your	kid	first,	then	check	out	the	Academy	Award-winning	short	film	here.The	first	day	of	big	kid	school	is	a	big	deal,	so	if	your	child	is	feeling	nervous,	help	her	find	solace	in	a	book.	In	this	frank	and	relatable	story,	Winces	worry	bug	starts	off	as	a	small	thing	that	grows	into	a	beast	the	more	he	frets.	Weve	all	been	there,	and	its	never	too	soon
to	give	your	child	a	head	start	on	self-care	with	a	story	that	places	a	premium	on	open	communication	about	emotions.A	guide	to	help	small	people	find	their	place	in	a	larger-than-life	world,	Jeffers	celebration	of	humanity	is	chock	full	of	valuable	lessons.	The	awe-inspiring	backdrop	against	which	the	wisdom	unfolds	makes	for	a	captivating	read	that
is	certain	to	inspire	a	sense	of	wonder	in	any	child.The	celebrated	and	supremely	talented	Mexican	painter,	Frida	Kahlo,	is	the	subject	of	this	cultural	inquiry	and	she	is	examined	through	a	decidedly	kid-friendly	lens,	focusing	on	a	love	of	living	things.	Pair	this	easy	and	engaging	read	with	a	trip	to	an	art	museum	and	your	little	one	will	feel	the
creative	juices	flowing.National	Book	Award	winning	author	Jacqueline	Woodson	and	Pura	Belpr	Illustrator	Award	winner	Rafael	Lpez	collaborated	to	craft	this	stunning	childrens	book	that	touches	on	the	topics	of	inclusivity,	self-esteem	and	the	importance	of	human	connection.	Time	to	turn	off	the	screens	and	engage	in	a	conversation	about	what
really	mattersand	as	luck	would	have	it,	the	script	has	already	been	beautifully	written.Its	so	important	to	find	great	books	for	kindergarteners.	Pre-schoolers	and	kindergarteners	are	still	very	open	to	exploring	new	interests,	and	its	easier	to	raise	a	reader	when	you	start	young.	The	best	books	for	kindergarten	(especially	class	readalouds)	are	picture
books	hands	down!	But	if	you	have	an	advanced	reader	who	is	already	getting	into	chapter	books,	the	options	on	this	list	of	first	grade	books	and	second	grade	chapter	books	will	come	in	handy.	For	this	list,	Ive	included	some	of	my	favorite	picture	books	ever!	Many	of	these	picks	tackle	the	kindergarten	experience	and	first-day-of-school	jitters,	but
most	of	them	cover	various	other	topics	like	growth	mindset,	self-love,	gratitude	and	so	much	more.	Join	our	Patreon	community	to	get	the	printable	version	of	this	list!	Youll	also	get	access	to	other	kid	lit	resources,	like	our	seasonal	guides	and	educator	interviews,	to	inspire	you.	Here	are	20	great	books	for	kindergartenLaugh-Out-Loud	Funny	If
youre	looking	for	something	to	make	your	readers	crack	up,	try	these	kindergarten	picture	books:	Published:	October	17,	2023	Published:	January	2,	2024	Published:	March	7,	2023	Published:	June	13,	2023	Growth	Mindset	&	SEL	Teaching	kids	how	to	try	and	try	or	practice	patience	is	so	important,	and	these	sweet	picture	books	help	with	this:
Published:	July	13,	2021	Published:	January	9,	2024	Published:	February	12,	2019	Published:	April	26,	2022	Weird,	But	Good	If	your	kindergarteners	love	a	good	weird	picture	book,	dont	miss	these	options:	Published:	February	27,	2024	Published:	February	6,	2024	Published:	January	16,	2024	Creativity	&	Inspirational	Published:	March	28,	2023
Published:	May	31,	2022	Published:	January	8,	2015	Published:	October	2,	2018	Published:	September	5,	2023	Other	Recommended	Kindergarten	Books	Published:	March	8,	2022	Published:	May	24,	2022	Published:	July	2,	2019	Published	March	12,	2024	Join	our	Patreon	community	to	get	the	printable	version	of	this	list!	Youll	also	get	access	to
other	kid	lit	resources,	like	our	seasonal	guides	and	educator	interviews,	to	inspire	you.	There	they	are:	20	of	the	best	books	for	kindergarten!	Which	of	these	books	have	you	read	and	loved?	Which	ones	did	I	miss?	Pin	This	Post	The	Best	Books	for	Kindergarten	Afoma	Umesi	is	the	founder	and	editor	of	Reading	Middle	Grade	where	she	curates	book
lists	and	writes	book	reviews	for	kids	of	all	ages.	Her	favorite	genre	to	read	is	contemporary	realistic	fiction	and	she'll	never	say	no	to	a	graphic	novel.	The	best	kindergarten	books,	whether	for	reading	aloud	or	independently,	can	span	a	wide	variety	of	genres,	from	fictional	stories	to	fascinating	factual	reads.	Encouraging	students	to	explore	different
genres	helps	broaden	their	reading	interests	and	abilities.	Math	&	ELA	|	PreK	To	Grade	5	Kids	see	fun.	You	see	real	learning	outcomes.	Watch	your	kids	fall	in	love	with	math	&	reading	through	our	scientifically	designed	curriculum.	Parents,	try	for	free	Teachers,	use	for	free	By	using	a	reading	framework	like	the	Lexile	score,	you	can	select	books
that	match	your	students	reading	levels,	fostering	confidence	and	a	love	for	reading.	Weve	curated	a	list	of	best	kindergarten	books	to	read,	each	offering	unique	stories	and	valuable	lessons	in	courage,	determination,	and	leadership.	Related	Reading:	Kindergarten	Reading	Level:	A	Parents	Toolkit	for	Success	If	you	want	to	help	your	kindergartener
become	a	strong	and	confident	reader,	its	essential	to	find	resources	that	grow	with	their	developing	skills.	Heres	a	curated	list	of	best	kindergarten	books	to	read	online	that	are	tailored	to	a	childs	evolving	reading	abilities:	Read	AloudsExpand	vocab	|	Develop	Early	Literacy	|	Boost	Reading	Confidence	These	kindergarten	read	alouds	are	ideal	for
having	an	interactive	reading	out	loud	session,	making	them	perfect	for	young	learners.	They	help	kindergarteners	improve	their	listening	skills,	expand	their	vocabulary,	and	boost	early	literacy.	Whether	used	by	parents	or	teachers,	these	interactive	sessions	make	reading	both	fun	and	educational,	fostering	a	love	for	books	from	the	start.	Leveled
ReadersSkill	Progression	|	Read	&	Grow	|	One	Story	at	a	Time	Leveled	readers	are	designed	to	align	with	the	reading	abilities	of	children	at	different	stages.	Each	level	introduces	specific	phonetic	patterns,	sentence	structures,	and	vocabulary.	As	childrens	reading	skills	improve,	they	can	gradually	progress	to	more	complex	books,	ensuring	steady
growth	and	confidence	in	their	reading	journey.books,	ensuring	steady	growth	and	confidence	in	their	reading	journey.	Decodable	BooksPhonics	Fun	|	Decode	&	Learn	|	Early	Reading	Decodable	books	focus	on	phonics	and	are	ideal	for	beginner	readers.	They	enable	kindergarteners	to	practice	decoding	words,	helping	them	learn	to	sound	out	letters
and	words	independently.	This	approach	builds	reading	confidence	and	fosters	early	literacy	skills.	Bedtime	StoriesCozy	Bedtime	Reads	|	Wisdom	Stories	|	Inspirational	Characters	Bedtime	stories	are	a	wonderful	way	to	wind	down	the	day.	These	calming	and	comforting	tales	are	perfect	for	reading	together	before	sleep,	offering	a	soothing	routine
that	promotes	relaxation	and	bonding	between	parents	and	children.	These	stories	often	feature	inspirational	characters	and	gentle	life	lessons.	Each	of	these	online	storybooks	comes	with	options	like	Read	to	Me	or	Read	by	Myself,	allowing	your	child	to	choose	between	independent	reading	or	listening	along.	You	can	also	monitor	your	childs
progress	as	they	explore	these	stories	on	their	own.	Here	is	how	your	tracking	dashboard	looks:	Both	parents	and	teachers	can	assign	these	books	to	children,	track	their	reading	progress,	and	adapt	the	reading	material	to	meet	the	growing	needs	of	young	readers.	By	signing	up,	you	can	access	all	these	features	and	more,	ensuring	that	your	child
has	the	best	tools	to	become	a	proficient	reader.	Related	Reading:	Free	Online	Classic	Storybooks	for	Kids	Reading	can	bring	immense	joy	to	young	readers	as	they	explore	new	worlds	and	discover	new	ways	of	thinking.	You	can	introduce	a	wide	range	of	books	that	can	be	relevant	to	their	experiences	and	give	them	a	sense	of	direction	in	their
reading	journeys.	The	books	to	read	to	kindergarten	students	are	the	ones	that	they	can	remember	for	years.	Category	Humor,	Fiction	This	storybook	for	kindergarten	children	revolves	around	the	dynamics	of	Gerald	and	Piggie,	and	their	approach	to	asking	for	things.	While	one	is	patient,	the	other	is	demanding,	making	their	friendship	unique	and
full	of	twists	and	turns.	Takeaways	The	simplicity	of	waiting	rather	than	throwing	a	tantrum	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Fiction	This	engaging	tale	of	the	mouse	talks	about	what	happens	if	you	take	a	mouse	to	school.	It	teaches	cause	and	effect	while	exploring	everything	that	waits	for	the	boy	and	the	mouse	at	school.	It	is	one	of	the	best	books	to	read
in	kindergarten	to	instill	equal	parts	confidence	and	empathy.	Takeaways	Courage	and	kindness	go	a	long	way	Buy	on:	Amazon	Source	@amazon.com	Category:	Picture	book,	Fiction	This	delightful	book	captures	the	excitement	and	jitters	that	come	with	starting	kindergarten.	Through	playful	rhymes	and	lively	illustrations,	it	takes	young	readers	on	a
journey	through	a	series	of	relatable	experiences,	from	the	first	day	to	making	new	friends.	Its	one	of	the	popular	kindergarten	books	that	perfectly	sets	the	stage	for	what	to	expect	in	the	new	school	year.	Takeaway:	The	book	reassures	children	that	their	fears	are	normal	and	that	kindergarten	is	an	exciting	adventure.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Related
Reading:	Popular	Nonfiction	Books	for	Kids	to	Read	&	Cherish	Category	Fiction	It	is	a	great	book	to	read	in	kindergarten	and	practice	reading	aloud	in	class,	as	it	empowers	young	women	around	the	world	to	strengthen	their	self-esteem.	Like	the	trees,	Im	here	to	grow.	Like	the	mountains,	here	to	stand.	Takeaways	Kindness	and	self-esteem	will	take
you	everywhere	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Classic	One	of	the	best	books	for	kindergarten	readers,	The	Maggie	B	is	a	tale	of	a	young	girl	who	goes	on	a	magical	adventure.	It	focuses	on	the	power	of	courage	and	adventure-seeking	when	you	face	the	unknown.	Takeaways	Leadership	in	times	of	adventure	is	essential.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category
ClassicsThis	classic	kindergartener	book	revolves	around	a	child	who	is	invited	by	royalty	to	tea.	It	is	a	visual	masterpiece	in	its	design	and	has	lessons	that	children	can	use	for	years.	You	can	start	by	exploring	the	underlying	themes	within	the	book.	Takeaways	Humility,	compassion,	and	kindness	are	traits	all	kids	should	imbibe	Buy	on:	Amazon
Category	Classics	This	classic	kindergarten	book	follows	Max,	a	young	boy	whose	imaginative	journey	to	an	island	of	wild	creatures	helps	him	process	his	emotions.	While	the	story	explores	the	role	of	anger,	it	also	beautifully	illustrates	how	imagination	can	be	a	powerful	tool	for	children	to	navigate	their	feelings	and	ultimately	find	comfort	in
returning	home.	Its	one	of	the	best	books	for	kindergarten	readers,	blending	adventure	with	emotional	growth.	Takeaways	The	role	of	anger	in	the	lives	of	young	kids	Buy	on:	Amazon	Related	Reading:	Best	Children's	Books	to	Stimulate	Kids'	Imagination	Category	Picture	book	The	book	focuses	on	how	easy	it	is	to	make	friendships	that	can	last	a
lifetime.	Cultural	differences	can	be	overcome	through	friendship,	showcasing	the	power	of	understanding,	compassion,	and	kindness.	Takeaways	Similarities	and	differences	between	cultures	are	explored	in	a	simple	way	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Picture	book	This	book	for	kindergarten	readers	explores	how	each	child	can	do	something	special	in
their	field	of	interest	and	become	better	at	it.	It	talks	about	how	school	can	be	a	place	of	magical	adventures,	where	each	child	can	find	something	unique	to	focus	on.	Takeaways	It	focuses	on	how	struggles	can	be	overcome	to	achieve	success	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Fiction	Young	David	causes	havoc	in	this	tale,	disobeying	instructions,	being	noisy,
and	writing	on	desks.	David	then	realizes	the	importance	of	being	a	part	of	a	community	and	starts	to	change	his	behavior	to	fit	in	with	everyone	else.	Takeaways	Davids	transformation	can	be	an	example	for	all	kids	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Picture	book	The	storybook	for	kindergarten	children	describes	the	journeys	of	dinosaurs	as	they	enter	their
first	year	of	school.	It	reflects	many	of	the	emotions	that	kids	feel	when	they	start	school	and	leaves	children	with	a	sense	of	courage,	hope,	and	perseverance.	Takeaways	The	books	humorous	take	on	everyday	school	activities	can	help	kids	adjust	to	school	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Classic	Captain	Swashbys	journey	to	opening	up	and	being	friends
with	his	new	neighbors	is	a	relatable	theme	that	all	kids	can	enjoy	reading.	The	roles	of	friendship,	family,	and	compassion	are	explored	in	this	classic	tale.	Takeaways	By	focusing	on	compassion,	the	tale	connects	generations	with	a	common	theme	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Classic,	Picture	book	Out	the	Door	focuses	on	a	childs	journey	from	their
home	to	school.	It	helps	kids	become	more	independent,	courageous,	and	resilient	as	they	traverse	busy	streets,	crowded	places,	and	confusing	intersections.	Takeaways	The	books	empowerment	theme	resonates	with	young	readers	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Funny	The	book	revolves	around	the	challenges	that	different	animals	face	when	doing
everyday	things.	It	shows	strength,	perseverance,	and	grit	when	animals	continue	trying	things	they	are	not	good	at.	Its	a	light	and	casual	read	that	will	have	children	hooked,	and	kindergarten	books	to	read	can	be	for	fun	and	pastime,	too.	Takeaways	Kids	should	always	try	their	best	and	focus	on	improving	their	skills	Buy	on:	Amazon	Related
Reading:	Funny	Children's	Books	to	Read	With	Your	Kids	Category	Picture	book	One	of	the	best	books	for	kindergarten	students	Thank	you,	Omu!	focuses	on	how	generosity	is	reciprocated	multiple	times.	The	gifts	given	by	the	lady	were	impactful	to	her	community,	leading	the	community	to	give	her	gifts	in	return.	Takeaways	The	gift	of	giving	is	a
key	theme	underlying	the	narrative	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Fiction,	Picture	book	This	New	York	Times	bestseller	talks	about	how	everyone	is	welcome	in	school	and	how	everyone	can	explore	their	interests	equally.	It	goes	into	more	detail	on	how	large-scale	communities	are	built	through	diverse	ideas,	cultures,	and	backgrounds.	Takeaways
Diversity	is	a	key	theme	in	the	book,	which	is	a	great	lesson	for	kids	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Fiction	Wemberly	always	worries	about	getting	hurt,	falling	ill,	and	other	hypothetical	situations.	You	can	unpack	the	demerits	of	constantly	worrying	and	how	the	world	can	be	a	joyful	place	to	meet	new	people	and	do	new	things.	Takeaways	The	role	of	fear
and	courage	are	expressed	in	this	book	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Classic,	Picture	book	The	book	Kindergarten	Rocks!	is	a	timeless	classic	that	covers	the	ground	on	how	kids	may	feel	when	starting	kindergarten.	The	feelings	of	anxiousness,	fear	of	the	unknown,	and	social	nervousness	are	described	through	illustrations	and	rich	narratives.
Takeaways	The	book	focuses	on	early	anxiousness	when	starting	kindergarten.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Picture	book	This	feel-good	adventure	of	fish	and	sharks	takes	students	through	the	deeply	engaging	journey	of	young	adults	and	how	they	face	multiple	challenges	as	they	grow	older.	The	shark	follows	the	little	fish	everywhere	and	eventually
gives	up,	with	the	fish	living	happily	ever	after.	Takeaways	This	book	focuses	on	the	value	of	trying	to	find	a	way	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Picture	book	The	book	captures	what	it	takes	to	be	kind	and	how	to	transform	an	entire	community	through	kindness.	The	impact	of	kindness	and	how	it	can	spread	to	other	people	is	also	a	key	theme	explored	in



the	book.	Takeaways	The	value	of	kindness	and	how	it	can	evolve	thought	is	a	critical	theme	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Picture	book	The	immersive	and	illustrative	book	features	a	young	frog	who	wants	to	change	who	he	is	because	he	doesnt	like	himself	any	longer.	The	book	focuses	on	the	dynamics	of	nature,	self-acceptance,	and	appreciation	for
differences	in	people.	If	you	are	looking	for	fun	kindergarten	books	to	read,	this	is	a	good	one.	Takeaways	A	fun	adventure	narrative	that	empowers	kids	to	be	themselves	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Picture	book	If	youre	looking	for	metaphor-rich	and	adventurous	kindergarten	books	to	read,	this	book	takes	readers	on	a	journey	into	the	night.	The	vivid
descriptions	of	how	the	world	changes	at	night	captivate	even	the	youngest	readers,	making	this	a	must-read	for	students.	Takeaways	The	night	evolves	into	darkness,	with	a	bright	cloud	always	around	the	corner	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Historical	Fiction,	Picture	book	This	richly	illustrated	book	takes	young	readers	on	a	historical	journey	across
the	United	States	via	locomotive,	offering	detailed	insights	into	the	world	of	19th-century	rail	travel.	While	its	historical	context	and	descriptive	passages	may	be	challenging,	it	serves	as	an	excellent	teacher-led	read-aloud,	making	it	one	of	the	classic	kindergarten	books	that	can	introduce	children	to	early	American	history	with	guidance.	Takeaways
The	advancement	of	technology	and	culture	is	a	key	area	of	exploration	in	the	book.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Historical	Fiction,	Picture	book	An	interesting	tale	of	how	Bach	could	have	invented	some	of	the	most	brilliant	pieces	of	music,	the	book	extracts	from	the	composers	journey	and	simplifies	it	for	younger	audiences.	You	can	read	this	book
aloud	and	introduce	concepts	such	as	confidence,	perseverance,	hard	work,	etc.	Takeaways	The	challenges	that	a	young	Bach	faces	can	be	inspirational	for	younger	generations.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Source	@amazon.com	Category:	Classic,	Fiction	In	this	beloved	tale,	Clifford	helps	his	owner	Emily	Elizabeth	navigate	her	first	day	of	kindergarten.	The
story	highlights	the	bond	between	pets	and	their	owners	while	also	addressing	common	anxieties	that	children	may	have	about	starting	school.	As	one	of	the	kindergarten	reading	books	that	blends	familiar	characters	with	new	experiences,	its	both	comforting	and	engaging	for	young	readers.	Takeaway:	The	story	teaches	children	that	familiar
comforts,	like	a	favorite	toy	or	a	beloved	pet,	can	help	them	face	new	challenges.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Explore	more	online	educational	resources	and	printable	worksheets	for	kids	that	will	help	with	their	learning	experience	and	make	them	smarter.	Related	Reading:	How	to	Teach	Reading	to	Kids:	Best	Strategies	for	Parents	A	key	factor	in	knowing	if	a
set	of	kindergarten	books	to	read	is	suitable	for	your	students,	apart	from	reading	levels,	is	to	gauge	engagement.	If	your	class	is	drifting	away	or	showing	a	lack	of	concentration,	it	is	ideal	to	try	another	book.	Level-A	reading	and	basic	Lexile-Band	reading	are	generally	considered	the	appropriate	categories	of	leveled	reading	books	for	kindergarten
students.	At	this	level,	illustrations	are	present	regularly	to	help	the	reader	figure	out	where	the	story	is	heading.	Sentences	in	level	books	are	usually	repetitive.	Using	only	one	or	two-syllable	words,	making	them	the	best	books	to	read	for	kindergarten.	There	is	no	single	genre	that	is	right	for	kids.	However,	it	is	essential	to	diversify	when	it	comes
to	reading.	Historical	novels,	comedic	books,	classic	tales,	and	picture	books	should	be	used	yearly.	You	can	also	get	them	kindergarten	books	to	read	online	so	they	can	access	multiple	genres.	Kindergarten	is	one	of	the	most	delightful	ages	for	read	aloudskids	are	full	of	wonder,	awe,	and	silliness,	and	the	selection	of	picture	books	available	to	them
is	enormous.	Here	are	50	of	the	best	books	for	kindergarten,	including	many	timeless	classics	such	as	Margaret	Wise	Browns	Runaway	Bunny	and	new	favorites	like	Help	Wanted,	Must	Love	Books.	We	hope	you	enjoy	exploring	the	books	on	this	kindergarten	book	list	as	much	as	we	do!	We	hope	you	enjoy	these	delightful	read-alouds	for	kindergarten
as	much	as	we	do.	Here	are	a	few	other	kindergarten	book	lists	from	some	of	our	fellow	homeschool	bloggers.	Your	family	may	also	enjoy	these	classic	books	for	kids.	The	Best	Read	Aloud	Chapter	Books	for	Kindergarten	This	Homeschool	House	Kindergarten	Books	to	Read	Aloud	The	Waldock	Way	100	History	Books	that	will	Delight	Your
Kindergartener	Most	Important	Work	Leave	a	comment	below	and	let	me	know	which	of	these	books	are	your	favorite,	and	which	ones	I	missed,	and	dont	forget	to	save	this	post	to	Facebook	or	Pinterest	so	you	can	find	it	later.	Sophie	Agbonkhese	is	a	writer,	homeschooling	mother	of	four,	and	a	recovering	overachiever	(who	occasionally	relapses).
She	is	the	founder	of	My	Cup	Runs	Over,	a	site	dedicated	to	helping	busy	women	simplify	and	enrich	their	lives.	When	shes	not	writing	or	debugging	websites,	Sophie	spends	her	time	reading,	dancing,	bullet	journaling,	reading,	gardening,	listening	to	audiobooks,	and	striving	fruitlessly	to	have	a	clean	house	for	at	least	five	minutes.	The	best
kindergarten	books,	whether	for	reading	aloud	or	independently,	can	span	a	wide	variety	of	genres,	from	fictional	stories	to	fascinating	factual	reads.	Encouraging	students	to	explore	different	genres	helps	broaden	their	reading	interests	and	abilities.	Math	&	ELA	|	PreK	To	Grade	5	Kids	see	fun.	You	see	real	learning	outcomes.	Watch	your	kids	fall	in
love	with	math	&	reading	through	our	scientifically	designed	curriculum.	Parents,	try	for	free	Teachers,	use	for	free	By	using	a	reading	framework	like	the	Lexile	score,	you	can	select	books	that	match	your	students	reading	levels,	fostering	confidence	and	a	love	for	reading.	Weve	curated	a	list	of	best	kindergarten	books	to	read,	each	offering	unique
stories	and	valuable	lessons	in	courage,	determination,	and	leadership.	Related	Reading:	Kindergarten	Reading	Level:	A	Parents	Toolkit	for	Success	If	you	want	to	help	your	kindergartener	become	a	strong	and	confident	reader,	its	essential	to	find	resources	that	grow	with	their	developing	skills.	Heres	a	curated	list	of	best	kindergarten	books	to	read
online	that	are	tailored	to	a	childs	evolving	reading	abilities:	Read	AloudsExpand	vocab	|	Develop	Early	Literacy	|	Boost	Reading	Confidence	These	kindergarten	read	alouds	are	ideal	for	having	an	interactive	reading	out	loud	session,	making	them	perfect	for	young	learners.	They	help	kindergarteners	improve	their	listening	skills,	expand	their
vocabulary,	and	boost	early	literacy.	Whether	used	by	parents	or	teachers,	these	interactive	sessions	make	reading	both	fun	and	educational,	fostering	a	love	for	books	from	the	start.	Leveled	ReadersSkill	Progression	|	Read	&	Grow	|	One	Story	at	a	Time	Leveled	readers	are	designed	to	align	with	the	reading	abilities	of	children	at	different	stages.
Each	level	introduces	specific	phonetic	patterns,	sentence	structures,	and	vocabulary.	As	childrens	reading	skills	improve,	they	can	gradually	progress	to	more	complex	books,	ensuring	steady	growth	and	confidence	in	their	reading	journey.books,	ensuring	steady	growth	and	confidence	in	their	reading	journey.	Decodable	BooksPhonics	Fun	|	Decode
&	Learn	|	Early	Reading	Decodable	books	focus	on	phonics	and	are	ideal	for	beginner	readers.	They	enable	kindergarteners	to	practice	decoding	words,	helping	them	learn	to	sound	out	letters	and	words	independently.	This	approach	builds	reading	confidence	and	fosters	early	literacy	skills.	Bedtime	StoriesCozy	Bedtime	Reads	|	Wisdom	Stories	|
Inspirational	Characters	Bedtime	stories	are	a	wonderful	way	to	wind	down	the	day.	These	calming	and	comforting	tales	are	perfect	for	reading	together	before	sleep,	offering	a	soothing	routine	that	promotes	relaxation	and	bonding	between	parents	and	children.	These	stories	often	feature	inspirational	characters	and	gentle	life	lessons.	Each	of
these	online	storybooks	comes	with	options	like	Read	to	Me	or	Read	by	Myself,	allowing	your	child	to	choose	between	independent	reading	or	listening	along.	You	can	also	monitor	your	childs	progress	as	they	explore	these	stories	on	their	own.	Here	is	how	your	tracking	dashboard	looks:	Both	parents	and	teachers	can	assign	these	books	to	children,
track	their	reading	progress,	and	adapt	the	reading	material	to	meet	the	growing	needs	of	young	readers.	By	signing	up,	you	can	access	all	these	features	and	more,	ensuring	that	your	child	has	the	best	tools	to	become	a	proficient	reader.	Related	Reading:	Free	Online	Classic	Storybooks	for	Kids	Reading	can	bring	immense	joy	to	young	readers	as
they	explore	new	worlds	and	discover	new	ways	of	thinking.	You	can	introduce	a	wide	range	of	books	that	can	be	relevant	to	their	experiences	and	give	them	a	sense	of	direction	in	their	reading	journeys.	The	books	to	read	to	kindergarten	students	are	the	ones	that	they	can	remember	for	years.	Category	Humor,	Fiction	This	storybook	for
kindergarten	children	revolves	around	the	dynamics	of	Gerald	and	Piggie,	and	their	approach	to	asking	for	things.	While	one	is	patient,	the	other	is	demanding,	making	their	friendship	unique	and	full	of	twists	and	turns.	Takeaways	The	simplicity	of	waiting	rather	than	throwing	a	tantrum	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Fiction	This	engaging	tale	of	the
mouse	talks	about	what	happens	if	you	take	a	mouse	to	school.	It	teaches	cause	and	effect	while	exploring	everything	that	waits	for	the	boy	and	the	mouse	at	school.	It	is	one	of	the	best	books	to	read	in	kindergarten	to	instill	equal	parts	confidence	and	empathy.	Takeaways	Courage	and	kindness	go	a	long	way	Buy	on:	Amazon	Source	@amazon.com
Category:	Picture	book,	Fiction	This	delightful	book	captures	the	excitement	and	jitters	that	come	with	starting	kindergarten.	Through	playful	rhymes	and	lively	illustrations,	it	takes	young	readers	on	a	journey	through	a	series	of	relatable	experiences,	from	the	first	day	to	making	new	friends.	Its	one	of	the	popular	kindergarten	books	that	perfectly
sets	the	stage	for	what	to	expect	in	the	new	school	year.	Takeaway:	The	book	reassures	children	that	their	fears	are	normal	and	that	kindergarten	is	an	exciting	adventure.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Related	Reading:	Popular	Nonfiction	Books	for	Kids	to	Read	&	Cherish	Category	Fiction	It	is	a	great	book	to	read	in	kindergarten	and	practice	reading	aloud	in
class,	as	it	empowers	young	women	around	the	world	to	strengthen	their	self-esteem.	Like	the	trees,	Im	here	to	grow.	Like	the	mountains,	here	to	stand.	Takeaways	Kindness	and	self-esteem	will	take	you	everywhere	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Classic	One	of	the	best	books	for	kindergarten	readers,	The	Maggie	B	is	a	tale	of	a	young	girl	who	goes	on	a
magical	adventure.	It	focuses	on	the	power	of	courage	and	adventure-seeking	when	you	face	the	unknown.	Takeaways	Leadership	in	times	of	adventure	is	essential.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	ClassicsThis	classic	kindergartener	book	revolves	around	a	child	who	is	invited	by	royalty	to	tea.	It	is	a	visual	masterpiece	in	its	design	and	has	lessons	that
children	can	use	for	years.	You	can	start	by	exploring	the	underlying	themes	within	the	book.	Takeaways	Humility,	compassion,	and	kindness	are	traits	all	kids	should	imbibe	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Classics	This	classic	kindergarten	book	follows	Max,	a	young	boy	whose	imaginative	journey	to	an	island	of	wild	creatures	helps	him	process	his
emotions.	While	the	story	explores	the	role	of	anger,	it	also	beautifully	illustrates	how	imagination	can	be	a	powerful	tool	for	children	to	navigate	their	feelings	and	ultimately	find	comfort	in	returning	home.	Its	one	of	the	best	books	for	kindergarten	readers,	blending	adventure	with	emotional	growth.	Takeaways	The	role	of	anger	in	the	lives	of	young
kids	Buy	on:	Amazon	Related	Reading:	Best	Children's	Books	to	Stimulate	Kids'	Imagination	Category	Picture	book	The	book	focuses	on	how	easy	it	is	to	make	friendships	that	can	last	a	lifetime.	Cultural	differences	can	be	overcome	through	friendship,	showcasing	the	power	of	understanding,	compassion,	and	kindness.	Takeaways	Similarities	and
differences	between	cultures	are	explored	in	a	simple	way	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Picture	book	This	book	for	kindergarten	readers	explores	how	each	child	can	do	something	special	in	their	field	of	interest	and	become	better	at	it.	It	talks	about	how	school	can	be	a	place	of	magical	adventures,	where	each	child	can	find	something	unique	to	focus
on.	Takeaways	It	focuses	on	how	struggles	can	be	overcome	to	achieve	success	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Fiction	Young	David	causes	havoc	in	this	tale,	disobeying	instructions,	being	noisy,	and	writing	on	desks.	David	then	realizes	the	importance	of	being	a	part	of	a	community	and	starts	to	change	his	behavior	to	fit	in	with	everyone	else.	Takeaways
Davids	transformation	can	be	an	example	for	all	kids	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Picture	book	The	storybook	for	kindergarten	children	describes	the	journeys	of	dinosaurs	as	they	enter	their	first	year	of	school.	It	reflects	many	of	the	emotions	that	kids	feel	when	they	start	school	and	leaves	children	with	a	sense	of	courage,	hope,	and	perseverance.
Takeaways	The	books	humorous	take	on	everyday	school	activities	can	help	kids	adjust	to	school	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Classic	Captain	Swashbys	journey	to	opening	up	and	being	friends	with	his	new	neighbors	is	a	relatable	theme	that	all	kids	can	enjoy	reading.	The	roles	of	friendship,	family,	and	compassion	are	explored	in	this	classic	tale.
Takeaways	By	focusing	on	compassion,	the	tale	connects	generations	with	a	common	theme	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Classic,	Picture	book	Out	the	Door	focuses	on	a	childs	journey	from	their	home	to	school.	It	helps	kids	become	more	independent,	courageous,	and	resilient	as	they	traverse	busy	streets,	crowded	places,	and	confusing	intersections.
Takeaways	The	books	empowerment	theme	resonates	with	young	readers	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Funny	The	book	revolves	around	the	challenges	that	different	animals	face	when	doing	everyday	things.	It	shows	strength,	perseverance,	and	grit	when	animals	continue	trying	things	they	are	not	good	at.	Its	a	light	and	casual	read	that	will	have
children	hooked,	and	kindergarten	books	to	read	can	be	for	fun	and	pastime,	too.	Takeaways	Kids	should	always	try	their	best	and	focus	on	improving	their	skills	Buy	on:	Amazon	Related	Reading:	Funny	Children's	Books	to	Read	With	Your	Kids	Category	Picture	book	One	of	the	best	books	for	kindergarten	students	Thank	you,	Omu!	focuses	on	how
generosity	is	reciprocated	multiple	times.	The	gifts	given	by	the	lady	were	impactful	to	her	community,	leading	the	community	to	give	her	gifts	in	return.	Takeaways	The	gift	of	giving	is	a	key	theme	underlying	the	narrative	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Fiction,	Picture	book	This	New	York	Times	bestseller	talks	about	how	everyone	is	welcome	in	school
and	how	everyone	can	explore	their	interests	equally.	It	goes	into	more	detail	on	how	large-scale	communities	are	built	through	diverse	ideas,	cultures,	and	backgrounds.	Takeaways	Diversity	is	a	key	theme	in	the	book,	which	is	a	great	lesson	for	kids	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Fiction	Wemberly	always	worries	about	getting	hurt,	falling	ill,	and	other
hypothetical	situations.	You	can	unpack	the	demerits	of	constantly	worrying	and	how	the	world	can	be	a	joyful	place	to	meet	new	people	and	do	new	things.	Takeaways	The	role	of	fear	and	courage	are	expressed	in	this	book	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Classic,	Picture	book	The	book	Kindergarten	Rocks!	is	a	timeless	classic	that	covers	the	ground	on
how	kids	may	feel	when	starting	kindergarten.	The	feelings	of	anxiousness,	fear	of	the	unknown,	and	social	nervousness	are	described	through	illustrations	and	rich	narratives.	Takeaways	The	book	focuses	on	early	anxiousness	when	starting	kindergarten.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Picture	book	This	feel-good	adventure	of	fish	and	sharks	takes
students	through	the	deeply	engaging	journey	of	young	adults	and	how	they	face	multiple	challenges	as	they	grow	older.	The	shark	follows	the	little	fish	everywhere	and	eventually	gives	up,	with	the	fish	living	happily	ever	after.	Takeaways	This	book	focuses	on	the	value	of	trying	to	find	a	way	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Picture	book	The	book	captures
what	it	takes	to	be	kind	and	how	to	transform	an	entire	community	through	kindness.	The	impact	of	kindness	and	how	it	can	spread	to	other	people	is	also	a	key	theme	explored	in	the	book.	Takeaways	The	value	of	kindness	and	how	it	can	evolve	thought	is	a	critical	theme	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Picture	book	The	immersive	and	illustrative	book
features	a	young	frog	who	wants	to	change	who	he	is	because	he	doesnt	like	himself	any	longer.	The	book	focuses	on	the	dynamics	of	nature,	self-acceptance,	and	appreciation	for	differences	in	people.	If	you	are	looking	for	fun	kindergarten	books	to	read,	this	is	a	good	one.	Takeaways	A	fun	adventure	narrative	that	empowers	kids	to	be	themselves
Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Picture	book	If	youre	looking	for	metaphor-rich	and	adventurous	kindergarten	books	to	read,	this	book	takes	readers	on	a	journey	into	the	night.	The	vivid	descriptions	of	how	the	world	changes	at	night	captivate	even	the	youngest	readers,	making	this	a	must-read	for	students.	Takeaways	The	night	evolves	into	darkness,
with	a	bright	cloud	always	around	the	corner	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Historical	Fiction,	Picture	book	This	richly	illustrated	book	takes	young	readers	on	a	historical	journey	across	the	United	States	via	locomotive,	offering	detailed	insights	into	the	world	of	19th-century	rail	travel.	While	its	historical	context	and	descriptive	passages	may	be
challenging,	it	serves	as	an	excellent	teacher-led	read-aloud,	making	it	one	of	the	classic	kindergarten	books	that	can	introduce	children	to	early	American	history	with	guidance.	Takeaways	The	advancement	of	technology	and	culture	is	a	key	area	of	exploration	in	the	book.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Historical	Fiction,	Picture	book	An	interesting	tale
of	how	Bach	could	have	invented	some	of	the	most	brilliant	pieces	of	music,	the	book	extracts	from	the	composers	journey	and	simplifies	it	for	younger	audiences.	You	can	read	this	book	aloud	and	introduce	concepts	such	as	confidence,	perseverance,	hard	work,	etc.	Takeaways	The	challenges	that	a	young	Bach	faces	can	be	inspirational	for	younger
generations.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Source	@amazon.com	Category:	Classic,	Fiction	In	this	beloved	tale,	Clifford	helps	his	owner	Emily	Elizabeth	navigate	her	first	day	of	kindergarten.	The	story	highlights	the	bond	between	pets	and	their	owners	while	also	addressing	common	anxieties	that	children	may	have	about	starting	school.	As	one	of	the
kindergarten	reading	books	that	blends	familiar	characters	with	new	experiences,	its	both	comforting	and	engaging	for	young	readers.	Takeaway:	The	story	teaches	children	that	familiar	comforts,	like	a	favorite	toy	or	a	beloved	pet,	can	help	them	face	new	challenges.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Explore	more	online	educational	resources	and	printable
worksheets	for	kids	that	will	help	with	their	learning	experience	and	make	them	smarter.	Related	Reading:	How	to	Teach	Reading	to	Kids:	Best	Strategies	for	Parents	A	key	factor	in	knowing	if	a	set	of	kindergarten	books	to	read	is	suitable	for	your	students,	apart	from	reading	levels,	is	to	gauge	engagement.	If	your	class	is	drifting	away	or	showing	a
lack	of	concentration,	it	is	ideal	to	try	another	book.	Level-A	reading	and	basic	Lexile-Band	reading	are	generally	considered	the	appropriate	categories	of	leveled	reading	books	for	kindergarten	students.	At	this	level,	illustrations	are	present	regularly	to	help	the	reader	figure	out	where	the	story	is	heading.	Sentences	in	level	books	are	usually
repetitive.	Using	only	one	or	two-syllable	words,	making	them	the	best	books	to	read	for	kindergarten.	There	is	no	single	genre	that	is	right	for	kids.	However,	it	is	essential	to	diversify	when	it	comes	to	reading.	Historical	novels,	comedic	books,	classic	tales,	and	picture	books	should	be	used	yearly.	You	can	also	get	them	kindergarten	books	to	read
online	so	they	can	access	multiple	genres.	The	best	kindergarten	books,	whether	for	reading	aloud	or	independently,	can	span	a	wide	variety	of	genres,	from	fictional	stories	to	fascinating	factual	reads.	Encouraging	students	to	explore	different	genres	helps	broaden	their	reading	interests	and	abilities.	Math	&	ELA	|	PreK	To	Grade	5	Kids	see	fun.	You
see	real	learning	outcomes.	Watch	your	kids	fall	in	love	with	math	&	reading	through	our	scientifically	designed	curriculum.	Parents,	try	for	free	Teachers,	use	for	free	By	using	a	reading	framework	like	the	Lexile	score,	you	can	select	books	that	match	your	students	reading	levels,	fostering	confidence	and	a	love	for	reading.	Weve	curated	a	list	of
best	kindergarten	books	to	read,	each	offering	unique	stories	and	valuable	lessons	in	courage,	determination,	and	leadership.	Related	Reading:	Kindergarten	Reading	Level:	A	Parents	Toolkit	for	Success	If	you	want	to	help	your	kindergartener	become	a	strong	and	confident	reader,	its	essential	to	find	resources	that	grow	with	their	developing	skills.
Heres	a	curated	list	of	best	kindergarten	books	to	read	online	that	are	tailored	to	a	childs	evolving	reading	abilities:	Read	AloudsExpand	vocab	|	Develop	Early	Literacy	|	Boost	Reading	Confidence	These	kindergarten	read	alouds	are	ideal	for	having	an	interactive	reading	out	loud	session,	making	them	perfect	for	young	learners.	They	help
kindergarteners	improve	their	listening	skills,	expand	their	vocabulary,	and	boost	early	literacy.	Whether	used	by	parents	or	teachers,	these	interactive	sessions	make	reading	both	fun	and	educational,	fostering	a	love	for	books	from	the	start.	Leveled	ReadersSkill	Progression	|	Read	&	Grow	|	One	Story	at	a	Time	Leveled	readers	are	designed	to	align
with	the	reading	abilities	of	children	at	different	stages.	Each	level	introduces	specific	phonetic	patterns,	sentence	structures,	and	vocabulary.	As	childrens	reading	skills	improve,	they	can	gradually	progress	to	more	complex	books,	ensuring	steady	growth	and	confidence	in	their	reading	journey.books,	ensuring	steady	growth	and	confidence	in	their
reading	journey.	Decodable	BooksPhonics	Fun	|	Decode	&	Learn	|	Early	Reading	Decodable	books	focus	on	phonics	and	are	ideal	for	beginner	readers.	They	enable	kindergarteners	to	practice	decoding	words,	helping	them	learn	to	sound	out	letters	and	words	independently.	This	approach	builds	reading	confidence	and	fosters	early	literacy	skills.
Bedtime	StoriesCozy	Bedtime	Reads	|	Wisdom	Stories	|	Inspirational	Characters	Bedtime	stories	are	a	wonderful	way	to	wind	down	the	day.	These	calming	and	comforting	tales	are	perfect	for	reading	together	before	sleep,	offering	a	soothing	routine	that	promotes	relaxation	and	bonding	between	parents	and	children.	These	stories	often	feature
inspirational	characters	and	gentle	life	lessons.	Each	of	these	online	storybooks	comes	with	options	like	Read	to	Me	or	Read	by	Myself,	allowing	your	child	to	choose	between	independent	reading	or	listening	along.	You	can	also	monitor	your	childs	progress	as	they	explore	these	stories	on	their	own.	Here	is	how	your	tracking	dashboard	looks:	Both
parents	and	teachers	can	assign	these	books	to	children,	track	their	reading	progress,	and	adapt	the	reading	material	to	meet	the	growing	needs	of	young	readers.	By	signing	up,	you	can	access	all	these	features	and	more,	ensuring	that	your	child	has	the	best	tools	to	become	a	proficient	reader.	Related	Reading:	Free	Online	Classic	Storybooks	for
Kids	Reading	can	bring	immense	joy	to	young	readers	as	they	explore	new	worlds	and	discover	new	ways	of	thinking.	You	can	introduce	a	wide	range	of	books	that	can	be	relevant	to	their	experiences	and	give	them	a	sense	of	direction	in	their	reading	journeys.	The	books	to	read	to	kindergarten	students	are	the	ones	that	they	can	remember	for
years.	Category	Humor,	Fiction	This	storybook	for	kindergarten	children	revolves	around	the	dynamics	of	Gerald	and	Piggie,	and	their	approach	to	asking	for	things.	While	one	is	patient,	the	other	is	demanding,	making	their	friendship	unique	and	full	of	twists	and	turns.	Takeaways	The	simplicity	of	waiting	rather	than	throwing	a	tantrum	Buy	on:
Amazon	Category	Fiction	This	engaging	tale	of	the	mouse	talks	about	what	happens	if	you	take	a	mouse	to	school.	It	teaches	cause	and	effect	while	exploring	everything	that	waits	for	the	boy	and	the	mouse	at	school.	It	is	one	of	the	best	books	to	read	in	kindergarten	to	instill	equal	parts	confidence	and	empathy.	Takeaways	Courage	and	kindness	go	a
long	way	Buy	on:	Amazon	Source	@amazon.com	Category:	Picture	book,	Fiction	This	delightful	book	captures	the	excitement	and	jitters	that	come	with	starting	kindergarten.	Through	playful	rhymes	and	lively	illustrations,	it	takes	young	readers	on	a	journey	through	a	series	of	relatable	experiences,	from	the	first	day	to	making	new	friends.	Its	one	of
the	popular	kindergarten	books	that	perfectly	sets	the	stage	for	what	to	expect	in	the	new	school	year.	Takeaway:	The	book	reassures	children	that	their	fears	are	normal	and	that	kindergarten	is	an	exciting	adventure.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Related	Reading:	Popular	Nonfiction	Books	for	Kids	to	Read	&	Cherish	Category	Fiction	It	is	a	great	book	to	read	in
kindergarten	and	practice	reading	aloud	in	class,	as	it	empowers	young	women	around	the	world	to	strengthen	their	self-esteem.	Like	the	trees,	Im	here	to	grow.	Like	the	mountains,	here	to	stand.	Takeaways	Kindness	and	self-esteem	will	take	you	everywhere	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Classic	One	of	the	best	books	for	kindergarten	readers,	The
Maggie	B	is	a	tale	of	a	young	girl	who	goes	on	a	magical	adventure.	It	focuses	on	the	power	of	courage	and	adventure-seeking	when	you	face	the	unknown.	Takeaways	Leadership	in	times	of	adventure	is	essential.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	ClassicsThis	classic	kindergartener	book	revolves	around	a	child	who	is	invited	by	royalty	to	tea.	It	is	a	visual
masterpiece	in	its	design	and	has	lessons	that	children	can	use	for	years.	You	can	start	by	exploring	the	underlying	themes	within	the	book.	Takeaways	Humility,	compassion,	and	kindness	are	traits	all	kids	should	imbibe	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Classics	This	classic	kindergarten	book	follows	Max,	a	young	boy	whose	imaginative	journey	to	an	island
of	wild	creatures	helps	him	process	his	emotions.	While	the	story	explores	the	role	of	anger,	it	also	beautifully	illustrates	how	imagination	can	be	a	powerful	tool	for	children	to	navigate	their	feelings	and	ultimately	find	comfort	in	returning	home.	Its	one	of	the	best	books	for	kindergarten	readers,	blending	adventure	with	emotional	growth.	Takeaways
The	role	of	anger	in	the	lives	of	young	kids	Buy	on:	Amazon	Related	Reading:	Best	Children's	Books	to	Stimulate	Kids'	Imagination	Category	Picture	book	The	book	focuses	on	how	easy	it	is	to	make	friendships	that	can	last	a	lifetime.	Cultural	differences	can	be	overcome	through	friendship,	showcasing	the	power	of	understanding,	compassion,	and
kindness.	Takeaways	Similarities	and	differences	between	cultures	are	explored	in	a	simple	way	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Picture	book	This	book	for	kindergarten	readers	explores	how	each	child	can	do	something	special	in	their	field	of	interest	and	become	better	at	it.	It	talks	about	how	school	can	be	a	place	of	magical	adventures,	where	each	child
can	find	something	unique	to	focus	on.	Takeaways	It	focuses	on	how	struggles	can	be	overcome	to	achieve	success	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Fiction	Young	David	causes	havoc	in	this	tale,	disobeying	instructions,	being	noisy,	and	writing	on	desks.	David	then	realizes	the	importance	of	being	a	part	of	a	community	and	starts	to	change	his	behavior	to
fit	in	with	everyone	else.	Takeaways	Davids	transformation	can	be	an	example	for	all	kids	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Picture	book	The	storybook	for	kindergarten	children	describes	the	journeys	of	dinosaurs	as	they	enter	their	first	year	of	school.	It	reflects	many	of	the	emotions	that	kids	feel	when	they	start	school	and	leaves	children	with	a	sense	of
courage,	hope,	and	perseverance.	Takeaways	The	books	humorous	take	on	everyday	school	activities	can	help	kids	adjust	to	school	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Classic	Captain	Swashbys	journey	to	opening	up	and	being	friends	with	his	new	neighbors	is	a	relatable	theme	that	all	kids	can	enjoy	reading.	The	roles	of	friendship,	family,	and	compassion	are
explored	in	this	classic	tale.	Takeaways	By	focusing	on	compassion,	the	tale	connects	generations	with	a	common	theme	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Classic,	Picture	book	Out	the	Door	focuses	on	a	childs	journey	from	their	home	to	school.	It	helps	kids	become	more	independent,	courageous,	and	resilient	as	they	traverse	busy	streets,	crowded	places,
and	confusing	intersections.	Takeaways	The	books	empowerment	theme	resonates	with	young	readers	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Funny	The	book	revolves	around	the	challenges	that	different	animals	face	when	doing	everyday	things.	It	shows	strength,	perseverance,	and	grit	when	animals	continue	trying	things	they	are	not	good	at.	Its	a	light	and
casual	read	that	will	have	children	hooked,	and	kindergarten	books	to	read	can	be	for	fun	and	pastime,	too.	Takeaways	Kids	should	always	try	their	best	and	focus	on	improving	their	skills	Buy	on:	Amazon	Related	Reading:	Funny	Children's	Books	to	Read	With	Your	Kids	Category	Picture	book	One	of	the	best	books	for	kindergarten	students	Thank
you,	Omu!	focuses	on	how	generosity	is	reciprocated	multiple	times.	The	gifts	given	by	the	lady	were	impactful	to	her	community,	leading	the	community	to	give	her	gifts	in	return.	Takeaways	The	gift	of	giving	is	a	key	theme	underlying	the	narrative	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Fiction,	Picture	book	This	New	York	Times	bestseller	talks	about	how
everyone	is	welcome	in	school	and	how	everyone	can	explore	their	interests	equally.	It	goes	into	more	detail	on	how	large-scale	communities	are	built	through	diverse	ideas,	cultures,	and	backgrounds.	Takeaways	Diversity	is	a	key	theme	in	the	book,	which	is	a	great	lesson	for	kids	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Fiction	Wemberly	always	worries	about
getting	hurt,	falling	ill,	and	other	hypothetical	situations.	You	can	unpack	the	demerits	of	constantly	worrying	and	how	the	world	can	be	a	joyful	place	to	meet	new	people	and	do	new	things.	Takeaways	The	role	of	fear	and	courage	are	expressed	in	this	book	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Classic,	Picture	book	The	book	Kindergarten	Rocks!	is	a	timeless
classic	that	covers	the	ground	on	how	kids	may	feel	when	starting	kindergarten.	The	feelings	of	anxiousness,	fear	of	the	unknown,	and	social	nervousness	are	described	through	illustrations	and	rich	narratives.	Takeaways	The	book	focuses	on	early	anxiousness	when	starting	kindergarten.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Picture	book	This	feel-good
adventure	of	fish	and	sharks	takes	students	through	the	deeply	engaging	journey	of	young	adults	and	how	they	face	multiple	challenges	as	they	grow	older.	The	shark	follows	the	little	fish	everywhere	and	eventually	gives	up,	with	the	fish	living	happily	ever	after.	Takeaways	This	book	focuses	on	the	value	of	trying	to	find	a	way	Buy	on:	Amazon
Category	Picture	book	The	book	captures	what	it	takes	to	be	kind	and	how	to	transform	an	entire	community	through	kindness.	The	impact	of	kindness	and	how	it	can	spread	to	other	people	is	also	a	key	theme	explored	in	the	book.	Takeaways	The	value	of	kindness	and	how	it	can	evolve	thought	is	a	critical	theme	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Picture
book	The	immersive	and	illustrative	book	features	a	young	frog	who	wants	to	change	who	he	is	because	he	doesnt	like	himself	any	longer.	The	book	focuses	on	the	dynamics	of	nature,	self-acceptance,	and	appreciation	for	differences	in	people.	If	you	are	looking	for	fun	kindergarten	books	to	read,	this	is	a	good	one.	Takeaways	A	fun	adventure
narrative	that	empowers	kids	to	be	themselves	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Picture	book	If	youre	looking	for	metaphor-rich	and	adventurous	kindergarten	books	to	read,	this	book	takes	readers	on	a	journey	into	the	night.	The	vivid	descriptions	of	how	the	world	changes	at	night	captivate	even	the	youngest	readers,	making	this	a	must-read	for	students.
Takeaways	The	night	evolves	into	darkness,	with	a	bright	cloud	always	around	the	corner	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Historical	Fiction,	Picture	book	This	richly	illustrated	book	takes	young	readers	on	a	historical	journey	across	the	United	States	via	locomotive,	offering	detailed	insights	into	the	world	of	19th-century	rail	travel.	While	its	historical
context	and	descriptive	passages	may	be	challenging,	it	serves	as	an	excellent	teacher-led	read-aloud,	making	it	one	of	the	classic	kindergarten	books	that	can	introduce	children	to	early	American	history	with	guidance.	Takeaways	The	advancement	of	technology	and	culture	is	a	key	area	of	exploration	in	the	book.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Historical
Fiction,	Picture	book	An	interesting	tale	of	how	Bach	could	have	invented	some	of	the	most	brilliant	pieces	of	music,	the	book	extracts	from	the	composers	journey	and	simplifies	it	for	younger	audiences.	You	can	read	this	book	aloud	and	introduce	concepts	such	as	confidence,	perseverance,	hard	work,	etc.	Takeaways	The	challenges	that	a	young
Bach	faces	can	be	inspirational	for	younger	generations.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Source	@amazon.com	Category:	Classic,	Fiction	In	this	beloved	tale,	Clifford	helps	his	owner	Emily	Elizabeth	navigate	her	first	day	of	kindergarten.	The	story	highlights	the	bond	between	pets	and	their	owners	while	also	addressing	common	anxieties	that	children	may	have
about	starting	school.	As	one	of	the	kindergarten	reading	books	that	blends	familiar	characters	with	new	experiences,	its	both	comforting	and	engaging	for	young	readers.	Takeaway:	The	story	teaches	children	that	familiar	comforts,	like	a	favorite	toy	or	a	beloved	pet,	can	help	them	face	new	challenges.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Explore	more	online
educational	resources	and	printable	worksheets	for	kids	that	will	help	with	their	learning	experience	and	make	them	smarter.	Related	Reading:	How	to	Teach	Reading	to	Kids:	Best	Strategies	for	Parents	A	key	factor	in	knowing	if	a	set	of	kindergarten	books	to	read	is	suitable	for	your	students,	apart	from	reading	levels,	is	to	gauge	engagement.	If
your	class	is	drifting	away	or	showing	a	lack	of	concentration,	it	is	ideal	to	try	another	book.	Level-A	reading	and	basic	Lexile-Band	reading	are	generally	considered	the	appropriate	categories	of	leveled	reading	books	for	kindergarten	students.	At	this	level,	illustrations	are	present	regularly	to	help	the	reader	figure	out	where	the	story	is	heading.
Sentences	in	level	books	are	usually	repetitive.	Using	only	one	or	two-syllable	words,	making	them	the	best	books	to	read	for	kindergarten.	There	is	no	single	genre	that	is	right	for	kids.	However,	it	is	essential	to	diversify	when	it	comes	to	reading.	Historical	novels,	comedic	books,	classic	tales,	and	picture	books	should	be	used	yearly.	You	can	also
get	them	kindergarten	books	to	read	online	so	they	can	access	multiple	genres.	The	best	kindergarten	books,	whether	for	reading	aloud	or	independently,	can	span	a	wide	variety	of	genres,	from	fictional	stories	to	fascinating	factual	reads.	Encouraging	students	to	explore	different	genres	helps	broaden	their	reading	interests	and	abilities.	Math	&
ELA	|	PreK	To	Grade	5	Kids	see	fun.	You	see	real	learning	outcomes.	Watch	your	kids	fall	in	love	with	math	&	reading	through	our	scientifically	designed	curriculum.	Parents,	try	for	free	Teachers,	use	for	free	By	using	a	reading	framework	like	the	Lexile	score,	you	can	select	books	that	match	your	students	reading	levels,	fostering	confidence	and	a
love	for	reading.	Weve	curated	a	list	of	best	kindergarten	books	to	read,	each	offering	unique	stories	and	valuable	lessons	in	courage,	determination,	and	leadership.	Related	Reading:	Kindergarten	Reading	Level:	A	Parents	Toolkit	for	Success	If	you	want	to	help	your	kindergartener	become	a	strong	and	confident	reader,	its	essential	to	find	resources
that	grow	with	their	developing	skills.	Heres	a	curated	list	of	best	kindergarten	books	to	read	online	that	are	tailored	to	a	childs	evolving	reading	abilities:	Read	AloudsExpand	vocab	|	Develop	Early	Literacy	|	Boost	Reading	Confidence	These	kindergarten	read	alouds	are	ideal	for	having	an	interactive	reading	out	loud	session,	making	them	perfect	for
young	learners.	They	help	kindergarteners	improve	their	listening	skills,	expand	their	vocabulary,	and	boost	early	literacy.	Whether	used	by	parents	or	teachers,	these	interactive	sessions	make	reading	both	fun	and	educational,	fostering	a	love	for	books	from	the	start.	Leveled	ReadersSkill	Progression	|	Read	&	Grow	|	One	Story	at	a	Time	Leveled
readers	are	designed	to	align	with	the	reading	abilities	of	children	at	different	stages.	Each	level	introduces	specific	phonetic	patterns,	sentence	structures,	and	vocabulary.	As	childrens	reading	skills	improve,	they	can	gradually	progress	to	more	complex	books,	ensuring	steady	growth	and	confidence	in	their	reading	journey.books,	ensuring	steady
growth	and	confidence	in	their	reading	journey.	Decodable	BooksPhonics	Fun	|	Decode	&	Learn	|	Early	Reading	Decodable	books	focus	on	phonics	and	are	ideal	for	beginner	readers.	They	enable	kindergarteners	to	practice	decoding	words,	helping	them	learn	to	sound	out	letters	and	words	independently.	This	approach	builds	reading	confidence	and
fosters	early	literacy	skills.	Bedtime	StoriesCozy	Bedtime	Reads	|	Wisdom	Stories	|	Inspirational	Characters	Bedtime	stories	are	a	wonderful	way	to	wind	down	the	day.	These	calming	and	comforting	tales	are	perfect	for	reading	together	before	sleep,	offering	a	soothing	routine	that	promotes	relaxation	and	bonding	between	parents	and	children.
These	stories	often	feature	inspirational	characters	and	gentle	life	lessons.	Each	of	these	online	storybooks	comes	with	options	like	Read	to	Me	or	Read	by	Myself,	allowing	your	child	to	choose	between	independent	reading	or	listening	along.	You	can	also	monitor	your	childs	progress	as	they	explore	these	stories	on	their	own.	Here	is	how	your
tracking	dashboard	looks:	Both	parents	and	teachers	can	assign	these	books	to	children,	track	their	reading	progress,	and	adapt	the	reading	material	to	meet	the	growing	needs	of	young	readers.	By	signing	up,	you	can	access	all	these	features	and	more,	ensuring	that	your	child	has	the	best	tools	to	become	a	proficient	reader.	Related	Reading:	Free
Online	Classic	Storybooks	for	Kids	Reading	can	bring	immense	joy	to	young	readers	as	they	explore	new	worlds	and	discover	new	ways	of	thinking.	You	can	introduce	a	wide	range	of	books	that	can	be	relevant	to	their	experiences	and	give	them	a	sense	of	direction	in	their	reading	journeys.	The	books	to	read	to	kindergarten	students	are	the	ones	that
they	can	remember	for	years.	Category	Humor,	Fiction	This	storybook	for	kindergarten	children	revolves	around	the	dynamics	of	Gerald	and	Piggie,	and	their	approach	to	asking	for	things.	While	one	is	patient,	the	other	is	demanding,	making	their	friendship	unique	and	full	of	twists	and	turns.	Takeaways	The	simplicity	of	waiting	rather	than	throwing
a	tantrum	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Fiction	This	engaging	tale	of	the	mouse	talks	about	what	happens	if	you	take	a	mouse	to	school.	It	teaches	cause	and	effect	while	exploring	everything	that	waits	for	the	boy	and	the	mouse	at	school.	It	is	one	of	the	best	books	to	read	in	kindergarten	to	instill	equal	parts	confidence	and	empathy.	Takeaways	Courage
and	kindness	go	a	long	way	Buy	on:	Amazon	Source	@amazon.com	Category:	Picture	book,	Fiction	This	delightful	book	captures	the	excitement	and	jitters	that	come	with	starting	kindergarten.	Through	playful	rhymes	and	lively	illustrations,	it	takes	young	readers	on	a	journey	through	a	series	of	relatable	experiences,	from	the	first	day	to	making	new
friends.	Its	one	of	the	popular	kindergarten	books	that	perfectly	sets	the	stage	for	what	to	expect	in	the	new	school	year.	Takeaway:	The	book	reassures	children	that	their	fears	are	normal	and	that	kindergarten	is	an	exciting	adventure.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Related	Reading:	Popular	Nonfiction	Books	for	Kids	to	Read	&	Cherish	Category	Fiction	It	is	a
great	book	to	read	in	kindergarten	and	practice	reading	aloud	in	class,	as	it	empowers	young	women	around	the	world	to	strengthen	their	self-esteem.	Like	the	trees,	Im	here	to	grow.	Like	the	mountains,	here	to	stand.	Takeaways	Kindness	and	self-esteem	will	take	you	everywhere	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Classic	One	of	the	best	books	for
kindergarten	readers,	The	Maggie	B	is	a	tale	of	a	young	girl	who	goes	on	a	magical	adventure.	It	focuses	on	the	power	of	courage	and	adventure-seeking	when	you	face	the	unknown.	Takeaways	Leadership	in	times	of	adventure	is	essential.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	ClassicsThis	classic	kindergartener	book	revolves	around	a	child	who	is	invited	by
royalty	to	tea.	It	is	a	visual	masterpiece	in	its	design	and	has	lessons	that	children	can	use	for	years.	You	can	start	by	exploring	the	underlying	themes	within	the	book.	Takeaways	Humility,	compassion,	and	kindness	are	traits	all	kids	should	imbibe	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Classics	This	classic	kindergarten	book	follows	Max,	a	young	boy	whose
imaginative	journey	to	an	island	of	wild	creatures	helps	him	process	his	emotions.	While	the	story	explores	the	role	of	anger,	it	also	beautifully	illustrates	how	imagination	can	be	a	powerful	tool	for	children	to	navigate	their	feelings	and	ultimately	find	comfort	in	returning	home.	Its	one	of	the	best	books	for	kindergarten	readers,	blending	adventure
with	emotional	growth.	Takeaways	The	role	of	anger	in	the	lives	of	young	kids	Buy	on:	Amazon	Related	Reading:	Best	Children's	Books	to	Stimulate	Kids'	Imagination	Category	Picture	book	The	book	focuses	on	how	easy	it	is	to	make	friendships	that	can	last	a	lifetime.	Cultural	differences	can	be	overcome	through	friendship,	showcasing	the	power	of
understanding,	compassion,	and	kindness.	Takeaways	Similarities	and	differences	between	cultures	are	explored	in	a	simple	way	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Picture	book	This	book	for	kindergarten	readers	explores	how	each	child	can	do	something	special	in	their	field	of	interest	and	become	better	at	it.	It	talks	about	how	school	can	be	a	place	of
magical	adventures,	where	each	child	can	find	something	unique	to	focus	on.	Takeaways	It	focuses	on	how	struggles	can	be	overcome	to	achieve	success	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Fiction	Young	David	causes	havoc	in	this	tale,	disobeying	instructions,	being	noisy,	and	writing	on	desks.	David	then	realizes	the	importance	of	being	a	part	of	a	community
and	starts	to	change	his	behavior	to	fit	in	with	everyone	else.	Takeaways	Davids	transformation	can	be	an	example	for	all	kids	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Picture	book	The	storybook	for	kindergarten	children	describes	the	journeys	of	dinosaurs	as	they	enter	their	first	year	of	school.	It	reflects	many	of	the	emotions	that	kids	feel	when	they	start	school
and	leaves	children	with	a	sense	of	courage,	hope,	and	perseverance.	Takeaways	The	books	humorous	take	on	everyday	school	activities	can	help	kids	adjust	to	school	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Classic	Captain	Swashbys	journey	to	opening	up	and	being	friends	with	his	new	neighbors	is	a	relatable	theme	that	all	kids	can	enjoy	reading.	The	roles	of
friendship,	family,	and	compassion	are	explored	in	this	classic	tale.	Takeaways	By	focusing	on	compassion,	the	tale	connects	generations	with	a	common	theme	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Classic,	Picture	book	Out	the	Door	focuses	on	a	childs	journey	from	their	home	to	school.	It	helps	kids	become	more	independent,	courageous,	and	resilient	as	they
traverse	busy	streets,	crowded	places,	and	confusing	intersections.	Takeaways	The	books	empowerment	theme	resonates	with	young	readers	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Funny	The	book	revolves	around	the	challenges	that	different	animals	face	when	doing	everyday	things.	It	shows	strength,	perseverance,	and	grit	when	animals	continue	trying	things
they	are	not	good	at.	Its	a	light	and	casual	read	that	will	have	children	hooked,	and	kindergarten	books	to	read	can	be	for	fun	and	pastime,	too.	Takeaways	Kids	should	always	try	their	best	and	focus	on	improving	their	skills	Buy	on:	Amazon	Related	Reading:	Funny	Children's	Books	to	Read	With	Your	Kids	Category	Picture	book	One	of	the	best	books
for	kindergarten	students	Thank	you,	Omu!	focuses	on	how	generosity	is	reciprocated	multiple	times.	The	gifts	given	by	the	lady	were	impactful	to	her	community,	leading	the	community	to	give	her	gifts	in	return.	Takeaways	The	gift	of	giving	is	a	key	theme	underlying	the	narrative	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Fiction,	Picture	book	This	New	York	Times
bestseller	talks	about	how	everyone	is	welcome	in	school	and	how	everyone	can	explore	their	interests	equally.	It	goes	into	more	detail	on	how	large-scale	communities	are	built	through	diverse	ideas,	cultures,	and	backgrounds.	Takeaways	Diversity	is	a	key	theme	in	the	book,	which	is	a	great	lesson	for	kids	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Fiction
Wemberly	always	worries	about	getting	hurt,	falling	ill,	and	other	hypothetical	situations.	You	can	unpack	the	demerits	of	constantly	worrying	and	how	the	world	can	be	a	joyful	place	to	meet	new	people	and	do	new	things.	Takeaways	The	role	of	fear	and	courage	are	expressed	in	this	book	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Classic,	Picture	book	The	book
Kindergarten	Rocks!	is	a	timeless	classic	that	covers	the	ground	on	how	kids	may	feel	when	starting	kindergarten.	The	feelings	of	anxiousness,	fear	of	the	unknown,	and	social	nervousness	are	described	through	illustrations	and	rich	narratives.	Takeaways	The	book	focuses	on	early	anxiousness	when	starting	kindergarten.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category
Picture	book	This	feel-good	adventure	of	fish	and	sharks	takes	students	through	the	deeply	engaging	journey	of	young	adults	and	how	they	face	multiple	challenges	as	they	grow	older.	The	shark	follows	the	little	fish	everywhere	and	eventually	gives	up,	with	the	fish	living	happily	ever	after.	Takeaways	This	book	focuses	on	the	value	of	trying	to	find	a
way	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Picture	book	The	book	captures	what	it	takes	to	be	kind	and	how	to	transform	an	entire	community	through	kindness.	The	impact	of	kindness	and	how	it	can	spread	to	other	people	is	also	a	key	theme	explored	in	the	book.	Takeaways	The	value	of	kindness	and	how	it	can	evolve	thought	is	a	critical	theme	Buy	on:	Amazon
Category	Picture	book	The	immersive	and	illustrative	book	features	a	young	frog	who	wants	to	change	who	he	is	because	he	doesnt	like	himself	any	longer.	The	book	focuses	on	the	dynamics	of	nature,	self-acceptance,	and	appreciation	for	differences	in	people.	If	you	are	looking	for	fun	kindergarten	books	to	read,	this	is	a	good	one.	Takeaways	A	fun
adventure	narrative	that	empowers	kids	to	be	themselves	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Picture	book	If	youre	looking	for	metaphor-rich	and	adventurous	kindergarten	books	to	read,	this	book	takes	readers	on	a	journey	into	the	night.	The	vivid	descriptions	of	how	the	world	changes	at	night	captivate	even	the	youngest	readers,	making	this	a	must-read	for
students.	Takeaways	The	night	evolves	into	darkness,	with	a	bright	cloud	always	around	the	corner	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category	Historical	Fiction,	Picture	book	This	richly	illustrated	book	takes	young	readers	on	a	historical	journey	across	the	United	States	via	locomotive,	offering	detailed	insights	into	the	world	of	19th-century	rail	travel.	While	its
historical	context	and	descriptive	passages	may	be	challenging,	it	serves	as	an	excellent	teacher-led	read-aloud,	making	it	one	of	the	classic	kindergarten	books	that	can	introduce	children	to	early	American	history	with	guidance.	Takeaways	The	advancement	of	technology	and	culture	is	a	key	area	of	exploration	in	the	book.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Category
Historical	Fiction,	Picture	book	An	interesting	tale	of	how	Bach	could	have	invented	some	of	the	most	brilliant	pieces	of	music,	the	book	extracts	from	the	composers	journey	and	simplifies	it	for	younger	audiences.	You	can	read	this	book	aloud	and	introduce	concepts	such	as	confidence,	perseverance,	hard	work,	etc.	Takeaways	The	challenges	that	a
young	Bach	faces	can	be	inspirational	for	younger	generations.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Source	@amazon.com	Category:	Classic,	Fiction	In	this	beloved	tale,	Clifford	helps	his	owner	Emily	Elizabeth	navigate	her	first	day	of	kindergarten.	The	story	highlights	the	bond	between	pets	and	their	owners	while	also	addressing	common	anxieties	that	children	may
have	about	starting	school.	As	one	of	the	kindergarten	reading	books	that	blends	familiar	characters	with	new	experiences,	its	both	comforting	and	engaging	for	young	readers.	Takeaway:	The	story	teaches	children	that	familiar	comforts,	like	a	favorite	toy	or	a	beloved	pet,	can	help	them	face	new	challenges.	Buy	on:	Amazon	Explore	more	online
educational	resources	and	printable	worksheets	for	kids	that	will	help	with	their	learning	experience	and	make	them	smarter.	Related	Reading:	How	to	Teach	Reading	to	Kids:	Best	Strategies	for	Parents	A	key	factor	in	knowing	if	a	set	of	kindergarten	books	to	read	is	suitable	for	your	students,	apart	from	reading	levels,	is	to	gauge	engagement.	If
your	class	is	drifting	away	or	showing	a	lack	of	concentration,	it	is	ideal	to	try	another	book.	Level-A	reading	and	basic	Lexile-Band	reading	are	generally	considered	the	appropriate	categories	of	leveled	reading	books	for	kindergarten	students.	At	this	level,	illustrations	are	present	regularly	to	help	the	reader	figure	out	where	the	story	is	heading.
Sentences	in	level	books	are	usually	repetitive.	Using	only	one	or	two-syllable	words,	making	them	the	best	books	to	read	for	kindergarten.	There	is	no	single	genre	that	is	right	for	kids.	However,	it	is	essential	to	diversify	when	it	comes	to	reading.	Historical	novels,	comedic	books,	classic	tales,	and	picture	books	should	be	used	yearly.	You	can	also
get	them	kindergarten	books	to	read	online	so	they	can	access	multiple	genres.	
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