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Inicio Historia de las mujeres Suffragettes, la lucha radical por el derecho al voto femenino Artculo sobre las suffragettes escrito por Laura Wagner Tinoco, graduada en Historia.IntroduccinEntre mediados del siglo XIX y principios del siglo XX se produjeron numerosos cambios a todos los niveles (polticos, econmicos, culturales, etc.). Fue entonces
cuando un grupo de mujeres reclamaron sus derechos como ciudadanas en iguales condiciones a los varones. En este contexto, un grupo de mujeres del Reino Unido, viendo como los mtodos pacifistas del sufragismo no conseguan nada, se unieron en una militancia ms activa y revolucionaria para intentar conseguir el sufragio femenino.El sufragismo
en Reino UnidoEl sufragismo ingls ha sido sin duda alguna uno de los ms importantes, no slo a nivel europeo, sino tambin mundial. Desde mediados del siglo XIX (aproximadamente 1832), hasta el siglo XX (1928), las mujeres del Reino Unido pelearon por cambiar unas leyes que consideraban injustas y discriminatorias.A lo largo del siglo XIX, muchas
mujeres se unieron a distintos movimientos polticos y asociaciones para reclamar sus derechos. As encontramos por ejemplo la Asociacin Poltica Femenina de Sheffield creada en 1847 por Anne Knight, los escritos de Harriet Taylor Mill y Barbara Leight Smith Bodichon o publicaciones feministas como la Englishwomens Journal, entre otras.Altos
cargos de la Womens Social and Political UnionA pesar de algunas victorias feministas, no se les permita el voto, por lo que en 1897 se cre la Unin Nacional de Sociedades por el Voto de las Mujeres.Es entonces cuando podemos considerar que realmente naci el movimiento sufragista. Esta asociacin liderada por Millicent Garret Fawcett fue la
principal an cuando existieron otras. Es considerada como una asociacin constitucionalista, moderada y pacifista, ya que intentaron negociar con partidos polticos y utilizar las vas parlamentarias, al tiempo que organizaban manifestaciones, etc. La lucha de Emmeline PankhurstEn 1903, Emmeline Pankhurst y sus hijas decidieron pasar a la accin y
fundaron la Womens Social and Political Union en su casa de Machester. Emmeline Pankhurst, tras aos de militancia en el Partido Laborista Independiente, y harta de que no se concediese el voto a las mujeres e iguales derechos, decidi actuar. La Unin Poltica y Social de Mujeres fue una asociacin exclusivamente femenina, cuyo objetivo era lograr el
voto para las mujeres.Dijo Emmeline Pankhurst que haba concebido a la WSPU como una armada, un ejrcito voluntario por el sufragio. En principio, no constituy un grupo tan diferenciado de las otras sufragistas debido a que su objetivo era el mismo y, a que muchas mujeres formaron parte de ambas asociaciones dependiendo de las circunstancias.
Su estructura estaba organizada jerrquicamente, de forma no federativa y lejos de alianzas con partidos. No posean ni constitucin formal ni democracia interna, 1o que gener numerosas purgas y disidencias. De ellos surgi la Liga de libertad de las mujeres (Womens Freedom League), fundada por Teresa Billington Greig, Charlotte Deespard y Dora
Mardsen.Manifestacin sufragista en 1911Las suffragettes entre 1903 y 1912EI origen del trminoHaciendo honor a su lema hechos no palabras, a partir de 1906 comenzaron a llevar a cabo distintas acciones como: interrumpir mtines a los que se les prohiba asistir, yendo disfrazas de hombres o incluso descendiendo por cuerdas desde el techo;
realizaron sus propios mtines; organizaron manifestaciones con tambores y estandartes; arrojaron panfletos; dispusieron de mostradores informativos en las calles; se encadenaron a las verjas del Parlamento britnico, etc. Es decir, optaron por una militancia agresiva y de desobediencia civil que las caracteriz y las defini.De ello deriva el trmino por el
que se conoce a las mujeres de la WSPU, suffragettes. El trmino es una invencin del peridico Daily Mirror que las denomin as de forma despectiva para diferenciarlas de las sufragistas constitucionalistas. La WSPU adopt el trmino llegando a denominar a uno de sus peridicos como The Suffragette.Primeras grandes accionesMuchas de aquellas
acciones de la WSPU conllevaban penas de prisin y de represalias por parte de la sociedad de la poca. En este sentido, los hechos ms brutales ocurrieron en el llamado Viernes negro. El 18 de noviembre de 1910 se produjo una concentracin del WSPU que fue duramente reprimida por las autoridades que no slo encarcelaron a muchas mujeres sino
que las humillaron, las vejaron, las golpearon e incluso violaron a algunas de ellas. Una vez que eran arrestadas por las autoridades e ingresadas en prisin, ellas hacan huelga de hambre, lo que provoc su alimentacin forzosa mediante crueles y dolorosos mtodos, adems de numerosas burlas en algunos medios de comunicacin.Reunin de las suffragettes
dirigentes de la Womens Social and Political UnionEn 1911,el movimiento sufragista se uni para la manifestacin conocida como Womens Coronation Procesin que reuni a unas 40.000 mujeres que desfilaron de blanco, de gala e incluso con caballos para celebrar la coronacin del nuevo rey y esperanzadas por lograr la tan ansiada concesin del voto.La
radicalizacin de las suffragettesLa concesin del voto a la mujer fue frenada en 1911 por el primer ministro, lo que llev a la definitiva separacin de los grupos y a la radicalizacin extrema de las suffragettes. Adoptaron tcnicas violentas realizadas por los independentistas irlandeses, como romper ventanas y escaparates, cortar los cables del telgrafo,
incendiar vagones de tren, arrojar bombas incendiarias en iglesias y edificios pblicos, destrozar obras de arte, etc. Incluso se armaron con pistolas y otras armas, aprendieron artes marciales, y llegaron a crear cuerpos de seguridad para proteger a sus lideresas.La agresividad aument y con ella el nmero batallas campales, de detenciones, y de
mujeres en huelga de hambre. En 1913 unas 1000 mujeres haban sido arrestadas, en huelga de hambre y sed y alimentadas a la fuerza, por lo que el gobierno decidi crear la Ley del Gato y el Ratn (Cat and Mouse Act). Mediante esta ley dejaban que las prisioneras ms enfermas se fueran a sus casas, y una vez recuperada su salud, las volvan a meter
en prisin. Los ataques contra la propiedad continuaron, especialmente entre los aos 1913 y 1914 y los daos que causaron se han cifrado entorno a los 2 millones de libras.Edicin de The Suffragette del 13 de junio de 1913Pero quien lleg ms lejos en su lucha fue Emily Wilding Davison, quien haba estado en la crcel cuarenta y nueve veces. Para lograr
que la sociedad reaccionase, que las autoridades se lo tomasen en serio y ayudar al movimiento sacrific su vida. As, en 1913 durante el derby real, Emily Wilding Davisonse tir delante del caballo del rey, justo delante del mismo monarca, autoridades y periodistas. Con una bandera del WSPU bajo el brazo y una clara intencionalidad, la prensa y las
autoridades se vieron forzadas a tratar el tema en profundidad. Su funeral se convirti en una gran manifestacin sufragista y marc un antes y un despus.Las suffragettes en la I Guerra MundiallLa incorporacin de Gran Bretaa a la Primera Guerra Mundial en 1914 hizo que todo cambiase. A partir de entonces las suffragettes hicieron un esfuerzo,
ayudaron al gobierno colaborando en lo que pudiesen, cambiaron incluso el titulo de su publicacin The Suffragette por Britannia. En 1917, Emmeline Pankhurst disolvi la Womens Social and Political Union, tras lo cual cre el Partido de las Mujeres (Womens Party). Todos sus esfuerzos se vieron recompensados en cierta medida cuando en 1918 se
aprob que las mujeres mayores de treinta aos pudiesen votar, teniendo que esperar hasta 1928 para que las mujeres pudiesen votar sin restricciones en igualdad a los hombres.Imagen de la muerte de Emily Wilding Davison en el derby real de 1913BibliografaANDERSON, B. S. y ZINSSER, J. P. (1991): Historia de las mujeres: una historia propia,
Barcelona: Editorial Crtica.BARTLEY, P. (2012):Emmeline Pankhurst. Londres y New York: Routledge. GONZLEZ HERNNDEZ, M. J. (2009): Las sufragistas britnicas y la conquista del espacio pblico: integracin, recreacin y subversin, en ARENAL, n 16, vol. 1, pp. 53-84.VAN WIGERDEN, S. A. (1999): The Womens Suffrage Movement in Britain, 1886-
1928. Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan.Artculo sobre las suffragettes escrito por Laura Wagner Tinoco, graduada en Historia.Para saber ms Laura WagnerTinocoes graduada en Historia por la Universidad de Mlaga. Ha estudiado el Mster de Documentos y Libros. Archivos y Bibliotecas en la Universidad de Sevilla.
Actualmente, estudia el Mster de Igualdad y Gnero en la Universidad de Mlaga. Es una apasionada de su trabajo, centrado en la Historia del Libro y en la Historia de la mujer. sufragio, derecho al voto Reverse translation for suffrage sufragio -suffrage, vote women's suffrage Traduccin en tiempo real al escribir Calidad de primer orden a nivel mundial
Traduccin de documentos con tan solo arrastrar y soltar Traducir ahora Right to vote in public and political electionsNot to be confused with Universal suffrage."Right to vote", "Suffragist”, and "The Franchise" redirect here. For the group, see Right to Vote. For the organisation, see National Union of Women's Suffrage Societies. For other uses, see
The Franchise (disambiguation).People queuing and showing their identity documents for voting in the 2014 Indian general electionSuffrage, political franchise, or simply franchise is the right to vote in public, political elections and referendums (although the term is sometimes used for any right to vote).[1][2][3] In some languages, and occasionally
in English, the right to vote is called active suffrage, as distinct from passive suffrage, which is the right to stand for election.[4] The combination of active and passive suffrage is sometimes called full suffrage.[5]In most democracies, eligible voters can vote in elections for representatives. Voting on issues by referendum (direct democracy) may also
be available. For example, in Switzerland, this is permitted at all levels of government. In the United States, some states allow citizens the opportunity to write, propose, and vote on referendums (popular initiatives); other states and the federal government do not. Referendums in the United Kingdom are rare.Suffrage continues to be especially
restricted on the basis of age, residency and citizenship status in many places. In some countries additional restrictions exist. In Great Britain and the United States a felon might lose the right to vote. In some countries being under guardianship may restrict the right to vote. Non-resident citizen voting allows emigrants and expats of some countries
to vote in their home country.[6] Resident non-citizens can vote in some countries, which may be restricted to citizens of closely linked countries (e.g., Commonwealth citizens and European Union citizens) or to certain offices or questions.[7][8][9] Multiple citizenship typically allows to vote in multiple countries.[6] Historically the right to vote was
more restricted, for example by gender, race, or wealth.The word suffrage comes from Latin suffragium, which initially meant "a voting-tablet", "a ballot", "a vote", or "the right to vote". Suffragium in the second century and later came to mean "political patronage, influence, interest, or support", and sometimes "popular acclaim" or "applause". By the
fourth century the word was used for "an intercession", asking a patron for their influence with the Almighty. Suffragium was used in the fifth and sixth centuries with connection to buying influence or profiteering from appointing to office, and eventually the word referred to the bribe itself.[10] William Smith rejects the connection of suffragium to
sub "under" + fragor "crash, din, shouts (as of approval)", related to frangere "to break"; Eduard Wunder writes that the word may be related to suffrago, signifying an ankle bone or knuckle bone.[11] In the 17th century the English suffrage regained the earlier meaning of the Latin suffragium, "a vote" or "the right to vote".[12]Main article: Universal
suffrageThe Peterloo Massacre of 1819Universal suffrage would be achieved when all have the right to vote without restriction. It could, for example, look like a system where everyone was presumed to have the right to vote unless a government can prove beyond a reasonable doubt the need to revoke voting rights.[13] The trend towards universal
suffrage has progressed in some democracies by eliminating some or all of the voting restrictions due to gender, race, religion, social status, education level, wealth, citizenship, ability and age. However, throughout history the term 'universal suffrage' has meant different things with the different assumptions about the groups that were or were not
deemed desirable voters.The short-lived Corsican Republic (17551769) was the first country to grant limited universal suffrage to all citizens over the age of 25.In 1819, 6080,000 women and men from 30 miles around Manchester assembled in the city's St. Peter's Square to protest their lack of any representation in the Houses of Parliament.
Historian Robert Poole has called the Peterloo Massacre one of the defining moments of its age.[14] (The eponymous Peterloo film featured a scene of women suffragists planning their contribution to the protest.) At that time Manchester had a population of around 140,000 and the population totals of Greater Manchester were around 490,000.
[15]This was followed by other experiments in the Paris Commune of 1871 and the island republic of Franceville (1889). From 1840 to 1852, the Kingdom of Hawai'i granted universal suffrage without mention of sex. In 1893, when the Kingdom of Hawai'i was overthrown in a coup, New Zealand was the only independent country to practice universal
(active) suffrage, and the Freedom in the World index lists New Zealand as the only free country in the world in 1893.[16][17]Main article: Women's suffrageGerman election poster from 1919: Equal rights equal duties!Women's suffrage is the right of women to vote.[18] This was the goal of the suffragists, who believed in using legal means, as well
as the suffragettes, who used extremist measures. Short-lived suffrage equity was drafted into provisions of the State of New Jersey's first, 1776 Constitution, which extended the Right to Vote to unwed female landholders and black land owners.IV. That all inhabitants of this Colony, of full age, who are worth fifty pounds proclamation money, clear
estate in the same, and have resided within the county in which they claim a vote for twelve months immediately preceding the election, shall be entitled to vote for Representatives in Council and Assembly; and also for all other public officers, that shall be elected by the people of the county at large. New Jersey 1776However, the document did not
specify an Amendment procedure, and the provision was subsequently replaced in 1844 by the adoption of the succeeding constitution, which reverted to "all white male" suffrage restrictions.[19]Although the Kingdom of Hawai'i granted female suffrage in 1840, the right was rescinded in 1852. Limited voting rights were gained by some women in
Sweden, Britain, and some western U.S. states in the 1860s. In 1893, the British colony of New Zealand became the first self-governing nation to extend the right to vote to all adult women.[20] In 1894, the women of South Australia achieved the right to both vote and stand for Parliament. The autonomous Grand Duchy of Finland in the Russian
Empire was the first nation to allow all women to both vote and run for parliament.A British postcard against women's suffrage postcard from ¢.1908. It shows unflattering caricatures of suffragettes in front of parliament and the caption: "This is the house that man built" with a poem. From the People's History Museum, Manchester. Britain's WSPU
poster by Hilda Dallas, 1909Those against the women's suffrage movement made public organizations to put down the political movement, with the main argument being that a woman's place was in the home, not polls. Political cartoons and public outrage over women's rights increased as the opposition to suffrage worked to organize legitimate
groups campaigning against women's voting rights. The Massachusetts Association Opposed to the Further Extension of Suffrage to Women was one organization that came out of the 1880s to put down the voting efforts.[21]Much anti-suffrage propaganda poked fun at the idea of women in politics. Political cartoons displayed the most sentiment by
portraying the issue of women's suffrage to be swapped with men's lives. Some mocked the popular suffrage hairstyle of full-upward combed hair. Others depicted young girls turning into suffragettes after a failure in life, such as not being married.[22]See also: Weighted votingEqual suffrage is sometimes confused with Universal suffrage, although
the meaning of the former is the removal of graded votes, wherein a voter could possess a number of votes in accordance with income, wealth or social status.[23]These paragraphs are an excerpt from Nomination rules.[edit]Nomination rules in elections regulate the conditions under which a candidate or political party is entitled to stand for election.
The right to stand for election, right to be a candidate or passive suffrage is one part of free and fair elections.[24] Passive suffrage is distinct from active suffrage, the right to vote. The criteria to stand as a candidate depends on the individual legal system. They may include the age of a candidate, citizenship, endorsement by a political party and
profession.[25] Laws' restrictions, such as competence or moral aptitude, can be used in a discriminatory manner. Restrictive and discriminatory nomination rules can impact the civil rights of candidates, political parties, and voters.Also known as "censitary suffrage", it is the opposite of equal suffrage, meaning that the votes cast by those eligible to
vote are not equal, but weighed differently according to the person's income or rank in society (e.g., people who do not own property or whose income is lower than a given amount are barred from voting; or people with higher education have more votes than those with lower education; stockholders who have more shares in a given company have
more votes than those with fewer shares). In many countries, census suffrage restricted who could vote and be elected: in the United States, until the Jacksonian reforms of the 1830s, only men who owned land of a specified acreage or monetary value could vote or participate in elections.[26] Similarly, in Brazil, the Constitution of 1824 established
that, in order to vote, citizens would need to have an annual income of 200,000 milris and, to be voted, their minimum annual income would need to be 400,000 milris.[27]Main article: Compulsory suffrageWhere compulsory suffrage exists, those who are eligible to vote are required by law to do so. Thirty-two countries currently practise this form of
suffrage.[28]See also: Plural voting, Functional constituency (Hong Kong), and Indirectly elected memberIn local government in England and some of its ex-colonies, businesses formerly had, and in some places still have, a vote in the urban area in which they paid rates. This is an extension of the historical property-based franchise from natural
persons to other legal persons.In the United Kingdom, the Corporation of the City of London has retained and even expanded business vote, following the passing of the City of London (Ward Elections) Act 2002. This has given business interests within the City of London, which is a major financial centre with few residents, the opportunity to apply
the accumulated wealth of the corporation to the development of an effective lobby for UK policies.[29][30] This includes having the City Remembrancer, financed by the City's Cash, as a parliamentary agent, provided with a special seat in the House of Commons located in the under-gallery facing the Speaker's chair.[31] In a leaked document from
2012, an official report concerning the City's Cash revealed that the aim of major occasions such as set-piece sumptuous banquets featuring national politicians was "to increase the emphasis on complementing hospitality with business meetings consistent with the City corporation's role in supporting the City as a financial centre".[32]The first issue
taken up by the Northern Ireland civil rights movement was the business vote, abolished in 1968 (a year before it was abolished in Great Britain outside the City of London).[33]In the Republic of Ireland, commercial ratepayers[nb 1] can vote in local plebiscites, for changing the name of the locality or street,[37][nb 2] or delimiting a business
improvement district.[40] From 1930 to 1935, 5 of 35 members of Dublin City Council were "commercial members".[41]In cities in most Australian states, voting is optional for businesses but compulsory for individuals.[42][43]Some municipalities in Delaware allow corporations to vote on local matters.[44]See also: DisenfranchisementMain article:
Women's suffrage Women's Suffrage Headquarters on Euclid Avenue in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1912In ancient Athens, often cited as the birthplace of democracy, only adult, male citizens who owned land were permitted to vote. Through subsequent centuries, Europe was generally ruled by monarchs, though various forms of parliament arose at different
times. The high rank ascribed to abbesses within the Catholic Church permitted some women the right to sit and vote at national assemblies as with various high-ranking abbesses in Medieval Germany, who were ranked among the independent princes of the empire. Their Protestant successors enjoyed the same privilege almost into modern times.
[45]Marie Guyart, a French nun who worked with the First Nations peoples of Canada during the seventeenth century, wrote in 1654 regarding the suffrage practices of Iroquois women, "These female chieftains are women of standing amongst the savages, and they have a deciding vote in the councils. They make decisions there like the men, and it
is they who even delegated the first ambassadors to discuss peace."[46] The Iroquois, like many First Nations peoples in North America, had a matrilineal kinship system. Property and descent were passed through the female line. Women elders voted on hereditary male chiefs and could depose them.The emergence of many modern democracies
began with male citizens obtaining the right to vote in advance of female citizens, except in the Kingdom of Hawai'i, where universal suffrage without mention of age or sex was introduced in 1840; however, a constitutional amendment in 1852 rescinded female voting and put property qualifications on male voting.Voting rights for women were
introduced into international law by the United Nations' Human Rights Commission, whose elected chair was Eleanor Roosevelt. In 1948 the United Nations adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; Article21 states: "(1) Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his country, directly or through freely chosen representatives.
(3) The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government; this will shall be expressed in periodic and genuine elections which shall be by universal and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent free voting procedures."The United Nations General Assembly adopted the Convention on the Political Rights of
Women, which went into force in1954, enshrining the equal rights of women to vote, hold office, and access public services as set out by national laws. One of the most recent jurisdictions to acknowledge women's full right to vote was Bhutan in 2008 (its first national elections).[47] Most recently, in 2011 King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia let women vote
in the 2015 local elections (and from then on) and be appointed to the Consultative Assembly.In the aftermath of the Reformation it was common in European countries for people of disfavored religious denominations to be denied civil and political rights, often including the right to vote, to stand for election or to sit in parliament. In Great Britain and
Ireland, Roman Catholics were denied the right to vote from 1728 to 1793, and the right to sit in parliament until 1829. The anti-Catholic policy was justified on the grounds that the loyalty of Catholics supposedly lay with the Pope rather than the national monarch.In England and Ireland, several Acts practically disenfranchised non-Anglicans or non-
Protestants by imposing an oath before admission to vote or to stand for office. The 1672 and 1678 Test Acts forbade non-Anglicans to hold public offices, and the 1727 Disenfranchising Act took away Catholics' voting rights in Ireland, which were restored only in 1788. Jews could not even be naturalized. An attempt was made to change this situation,
but the Jewish Naturalization Act 1753 provoked such reactions that it was repealed the following year. Nonconformists (Methodists and Presbyterians) were only allowed to run for election to the British House of Commons starting in 1828, Catholics in 1829 (following the Roman Catholic Relief Act 1829, which extended the Roman Catholic Relief
Act 1791), and Jews in 1858 (with the Emancipation of the Jews in England). Benjamin Disraeli could only begin his political career in 1837 because he had been converted to Anglicanism at the age of 12.In several states in the U.S. after the Declaration of Independence, Jews, Quakers or Catholics were denied voting rights and/or forbidden to run for
office.[48] The Delaware Constitution of 1776 stated that:[49]Every person who shall be chosen a member of either house, or appointed to any office or place of trust, before taking his seat, or entering upon the execution of his office, shall (...) also make and subscribe the following declaration, to wit: I, A B. do profess faith in God the Father, and in
Jesus Christ His only Son, and in the Holy Ghost, one God, blessed for evermore; and I do acknowledge the holy scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be given by divine inspiration.This was repealed by article I, section2 of the 1792 Constitution: "No religious test shall be required as a qualification to any office, or public trust, under this State".
[50] The 1778 Constitution of the State of South Carolina stated that "No person shall be eligible to sit in the house of representatives unless he be of the Protestant religion",[51] the 1777 Constitution of the State of Georgia (art. VI) that "The representatives shall be chosen out of the residents in each county (...) and they shall be of the Protestent
(sic) religion".[52] In Maryland, voting rights and eligibility were extended to Jews in 1828.[53]In Canada, several religious groups (Mennonites, Hutterites, Doukhobors) were disenfranchised by the wartime Elections Act of 1917, mainly because they opposed military service. This disenfranchisement ended with the closure of the First World War, but
was renewed for Doukhobors from 1934 (via the Dominion Elections Act) to 1955.[54]The first Constitution of modern Romania in 1866 provided in article 7 that only Christians could become Romanian citizens. Jews native to Romania were declared stateless persons. In 1879, under pressure from the Berlin Peace Conference, this article was
amended, granting non-Christians the right to become Romanian citizens, but naturalization was granted on a case-by-case basis and was subject to Parliamentary approval. An application took over ten years to process. Only in 1923 was a new constitution adopted, whose article 133 extended Romanian citizenship to all Jewish residents and equality
of rights to all Romanian citizens.[55]Demonstration for universal right to vote, Prague, Austria-Hungary, 1905Until the nineteenth century, many Western proto-democracies had property qualifications in their electoral laws; e.g. only landowners could vote (because the only tax for such countries was the property tax), or the voting rights were
weighted according to the amount of taxes paid (as in the Prussian three-class franchise). Most countries abolished the property qualification for national elections in the late nineteenth century, but retained it for local government elections for several decades. Today these laws have largely been abolished, although the homeless may not be able to
register because they lack regular addresses.In the United Kingdom, until the House of Lords Act 1999, peers who were members of the House of Lords were excluded from voting for the House of Commons as they were not commoners. Although there is nothing to prevent the monarch from voting, it is considered improper for the monarch to do so.
[56]Throughout the 19th and 20th centuries, many nations made voters pay to elect officials, keeping impoverished people from being fully enfranchised. These laws were in effect in Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Mexico, Peru, Uruguay, and Venezuela.[57]Sometimes the right to vote has been limited to people who had
achieved a certain level of education or passed a certain test. In some US states, "literacy tests" were previously implemented to exclude those who were illiterate.[58] Black voters in the South were often deemed by election officials to have failed the test even when they did not.[59] Under the 1961 constitution of Rhodesia, voting on the "A" roll,
which elected up to 50 of the 65 members of parliament, was restricted based on education requirements, which in practice led to an overwhelming white vote. Voting on the "B" roll had universal suffrage, but only appointed 15 members of parliament.[60][clarification needed]In the 20th century, many countries other than the US placed voting
restrictions on illiterate people, including: Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Ecuador, and Peru.[57]Various countries, usually countries with a dominant race within a wider population, have historically denied the vote to people of particular races, or to all but the dominant race. This has been achieved in a number of ways:Official laws and regulations
passed specifically disenfranchising people of particular races (for example, the Antebellum United States, Boer republics, pre-apartheid and apartheid South Africa, or many colonial political systems, who provided suffrage only for white settlers and some privileged non-white groups). Canada and Australia denied suffrage for their indigenous
populations until the 1960s.Indirect nothing in law specifically prevents anyone from voting on account of their race, but other laws or regulations are used to exclude people of a particular race. In southern states of the United States of America before the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965, poll taxes, literacy
and other tests were used to disenfranchise African-Americans.[58][61] Property qualifications have tended to disenfranchise a minority race, particularly if tribally owned land is not allowed to be taken into consideration. In some cases this was an unintended (but usually welcome) consequence.[citation needed] Many African colonies after World
War II until decolonization had tough education and property qualifications which practically gave meaningful representation only for rich European minorities.Unofficial nothing in law prevents anyone from voting on account of their race, but people of particular races are intimidated or otherwise prevented from exercising this right. This was a
common tactic employed by white Southerners against Freedmen during the Reconstruction Era and the following period before more formal methods of disenfranchisement became entrenched. Unofficial discrimination could even manifest in ways which, while allowing the act of voting itself, effectively deprive it of any value for example, in Israel,
the country's Arab minority has maintained a party-system separate from that of the Jewish majority. In the run-up for the country's 2015 elections, the electoral threshold was raised from 2% to 3.25%, thus forcing the dominant Arab parties Hadash, the United Arab List, Balad and Ta'al either to run under one list or risk losing their parliamentary
representation.Youth rightsActivitiesBailey v. Drexel Furniture Co.Child Labor Deterrence ActChildren's Online Privacy Protection ActKids Online Safety ActConvention on the Rights of the ChildFair Labor Standards ActHammer v. DagenhartHistory of youth rights in the United StatesMorse v. FrederickNewsboys' strike of 1899PrezCharter of Human
Rights and FreedomsWild in the StreetsTheory / conceptsAdultcentrismAdultismAgeismCriminalizationDemocracyEphebiphobiaFear of childrenFree-range parentingIntergenerational equityFuture generationsPaternalismSocial classSuffrageTaking Children SeriouslyUniversal suffrageUnschoolingYouth activismYouth detention centerYouth
empowermentYouth exclusionYouth suffrageYouth voicelssuesAdolescent sexualityAge of candidacyAge of consentAge-of-consent reformAge of majorityAge of marriageBehavior modification facilityChild labourChildren in the militaryChild marriageCompulsory educationConscriptionCorporal punishmentat homeat schoolin lawCurfewChild
abuseEmancipation of minorsGambling ageHuman rights and youth sportin loco parentisJuvenile delinquencyJuvenile courtJuvenile lawLegal drinking age (U.S. history)Legal working ageMinimum driving ageMarriageable ageMinor (law)Minors and abortionRestavecSchool leaving ageSmoking age (U.S. history)Status offenseUnderage drinking in the
USVoting ageYouth-adult partnershipYouth participationYouth politicsYouth unemploymentYouth votingOrganizationsUnited Nations Convention on the Rights of the ChildAktAmericans for a Society Free from Age RestrictionsCanadian Youth for ChoiceHuman Rights and Youth Rights CommissionCommon CentsCommunity Alliance for the Ethical
Treatment of YouthDoSomethingFuture CoalitionGlobal Youth Action NetworkHigh School Democrats of Americalndian Youth Climate NetworkInternational Falcon Movement Socialist Educational InternationalMermaidsNational Union of Students LGBT+ CampaignNational Youth Rights AssociationOne World Youth ProjectQueer Youth
NetworkStudents for a Democratic SocietyFreechild ProjectThree O'Clock LobbyUK Youth ParliamentYouth International PartyYouth Liberation of Ann ArborThe Youth CafeYoung Communist League of CanadaYoung Democrats of AmericaWorld Federation of Democratic YouthPeopleFletcherHansonHenryHoltKoroknay-
PaliczDuffMalesPostmanYacoRelatedAges of consent in AsiaAges of consent in EuropeAges of consent in North AmericaAges of consent in OceaniaAges of consent in South AmericaAges of consent in the United StatesAnimal rightsAnti-racismDirect democracyEgalitarianismFeminismFrench petitions against age-of-consent lawsLegal status of
tattooing in European countrieslLegal status of tattooing in the United StatesLibertarianismStudents' rightsYouth Olympic GamesYouth sportsYouth wingLiberation theologyCommunismSocialismMarxism Youth rights Society portalvteMain articles: Voting age and Age of candidacyAll modern democracies require voters to meet age qualifications to
vote.[citation needed] Worldwide voting ages are not consistent, differing between countries and even within countries, though the range usually varies between 16 and 21 years. The United Kingdom was the first major democratic nation to extend suffrage to those 18 and older in 1969.[62][63] The movement to lower the voting age is one aspect of
the Youth rights movement. Demeny voting has been proposed as a form of proxy voting by parents on behalf of their children who are below the age of suffrage.Nomination rules generally include age of candidacy rules.Main article: Disfranchisement Based on criminal convictionSome countries restrict the voting rights of convicted criminals. Some
countries, and some U.S. states, also deny the right to vote to those convicted of serious crimes even after they are released from prison. In some cases (e.g. in many U.S. states) the denial of the right to vote is automatic upon a felony conviction; in other cases (e.g. France and Germany) deprivation of the vote is meted out separately, and often
limited to perpetrators of specific crimes such as those against the electoral system or corruption of public officials. In the Republic of Ireland, prisoners are allowed the right to vote, following the Hirst v UK (No2) ruling, which was granted in 2006. Canada allowed only prisoners serving a term of less than 2 years the right to vote, but this was found
to be unconstitutional in 2002 by the Supreme Court of Canada in Sauv v. Canada (Chief Electoral Officer), and all prisoners have been allowed to vote as of the 2004 Canadian federal election.Under certain electoral systems elections are held within subnational jurisdictions, thus preventing persons from voting who would otherwise be eligible on the
basis that they do not reside within such a jurisdiction, or because they live in an area that cannot participate. In the United States, license plates in Washington, D.C. read "TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION," in reference to the district not holding a seat in either the House of Representatives or Senate, however residents can vote in
presidential elections based on the Twenty-third Amendment to the United States Constitution adopted in 1961. Residents of Puerto Rico enjoy neither.Sometimes citizens become ineligible to vote because they are no longer resident in their country of citizenship. For example, Australian citizens who have been outside Australia for more than one and
fewer than six years may excuse themselves from the requirement to vote in Australian elections while they remain outside Australia (voting in Australia is compulsory for resident citizens).[64]Danish citizens that reside permanently outside Denmark lose their right to vote.[65]In some cases, a certain period of residence in a locality may required for
the right to vote in that location. For example, in the United Kingdom up to 2001, each 15 February a new electoral register came into effect, based on registration as of the previous 10 October, with the effect of limiting voting to those resident five to seventeen months earlier depending on the timing of the election.Main article: Right of foreigners to
voteln most countries, suffrage is limited to citizens and, in many cases, permanent residents of that country. However, some members of supra-national organisations such as the Commonwealth of Nations and the European Union have granted voting rights to citizens of all countries within that organisation. Until the mid-twentieth century, many
Commonwealth countries gave the vote to all British citizens within the country, regardless of whether they were normally resident there. In most cases this was because there was no distinction between British and local citizenship. Several countries qualified this with restrictions preventing non-white British citizens such as Indians and British
Africans from voting. Under European Union law, citizens of European Union countries can vote in each other's local and European Parliament elections on the same basis as citizens of the country in question, but usually not in national elections.In some countries, naturalized citizens do not have the right to vote or to be a candidate, either
permanently or for a determined period.Article 5 of the 1831 Belgian Constitution made a difference between ordinary naturalization, and grande naturalisation. Only (former) foreigners who had been granted grande naturalisation were entitled to vote, be a candidate for parliamentary elections, or be appointed minister. However, ordinary
naturalized citizens could vote for municipal elections.[66] Ordinary naturalized citizens and citizens who had acquired Belgian nationality through marriage could vote, but not run as candidates for parliamentary elections in 1976. The concepts of ordinary and grande naturalization were suppressed from the Constitution in 1991.[67]In France, the
1889 Nationality Law barred those who had acquired the French nationality by naturalization or marriage from voting, and from eligibility and access to several public jobs. In 1938 the delay was reduced to five years.[68] These instances of discrimination, as well as others against naturalized citizens, were gradually abolished in 1973 (9 January 1973
law) and 1983.In Morocco, a former French protectorate, and in Guinea, a former French colony, naturalized citizens are prohibited from voting for five years following their naturalization.[69][70]In the Federated States of Micronesia, one must be a Micronesian citizen for at least 15 years to run for parliament.[71]In Nicaragua, Peru and the
Philippines, only citizens by birth are eligible for being elected to the national legislature; naturalized citizens enjoy only voting rights.[72][73][74]In Uruguay, naturalized citizens have the right of eligibility to the parliament after five years.[75]In the United States, the President and Vice President must be natural-born citizens. All other governmental
offices may be held by any citizen, although citizens may only run for Congress after an extended period of citizenship (seven years for the House of Representatives and nine for the Senate).In France, an 1872 law, rescinded by a 1945 decree, prohibited all army personnel from voting.[76]In Ireland, police (the Garda Sochna and, before 1925, the
Dublin Metropolitan Police) were barred from voting in national elections, though not local elections, from 1923 to 1960.[77][78][79][80]The 1876 Constitution of Texas (article VI, section 1) stated that "The following classes of persons shall not be allowed to vote in this State, to wit: (...) FifthAll soldiers, marines and seamen, employed in the service
of the army or navy of the United States."[81]In many countries with a presidential system of government a person is forbidden to be a legislator and an official of the executive branch at the same time. Such provisions are found, for example, in Article I of the U.S. Constitution.See also: Universal suffrage Dates by country, Timeline of women's
suffrage, Timeline of women's suffrage in the United States, and Voting ageCountries with universal suffrage granted to women, 2017[82]See also: Suffrage in Australia and Voting rights of Australian Aboriginals1855 South Australia is the first colony to allow all male suffrage to British subjects (later extended to Aboriginal Australians over the age of
21.1894 South Australian women eligible to vote.[83]1896 Tasmania becomes last colony to allow all male suffrage.1899 Western Australian women eligible to vote.[83]1902 The Commonwealth Franchise Act enables women to vote federally and in the state of New South Wales. This legislation also allows women to run for government, making
Australia the first democratic state in the world to allow this.1921 Edith Cowan is elected to the West Australian Legislative Assembly as member for West Perth, the first woman elected to any Australian Parliament.[84]1962 Australian Aborigines guaranteed the right to vote in Commonwealth elections, however, in practice this right was dependent
on Aboriginal voting rights having been granted by the individual's respective state.1965 Queensland is the last state to grant voting rights to Aboriginal Australians.1973 - After South Australian Premier Don Dunstan introduced the Age of Majority (Reduction) Bill in October 1970, the voting age in South Australia was lowered to 18 years old in
1973. Consequently, the voting age for all federal elections was lowered from 21 to 18. The states had lowered the voting age to 18 by 1973, the first being Western Australia in 1970.See also: The Famous Five (Canada)1871 One of the first acts of the new Province of British Columbia strips the franchise from First Nations, and ensures Chinese and
Japanese people are prevented from voting.1916 Manitoba becomes the first province in which women have the right to vote in provincial elections.[85][86]1917 The federal Wartime Elections Act gives voting rights to women with relatives fighting overseas. Voting rights are stripped from all "enemy aliens" (those born in enemy countries who
arrived in Canada after 1902; see also Ukrainian Canadian internment).[87] The federal Military Voters Act gives the vote to all soldiers, even non-citizens, (with the exception of Indian and Metis veterans)[88] and to women serving as nurses or clerks for the armed forces, but the votes are not for specific candidates but simply for or against the
government.1918 Women gain full voting rights in federal elections.[89]1919 Women gain the right to run for federal office.[89]1940 Quebec becomes the last province where women's right to vote is recognized. (see Canadian women during the world wars for more information on Canadian suffrage)1947 Racial exclusions against Chinese and Indo-
Canadians lifted.1948 Racial exclusions against Japanese Canadians lifted.[90]1955 Religious exclusions are removed from election laws.[91]1960 Right to vote is extended unconditionally to First Nations peoples. (Previously they could vote only by giving up their status as First Nations people.)[92]1960 Right to vote in advance is extended to all
electors willing to swear they would be absent on election day.[93]11965 First Nations people granted the right to vote in Alberta provincial elections, starting with the 1967 Alberta general election.[92]1969 First Nations people granted the right to vote in Quebec provincial elections, starting with the 1970 Quebec general election.[92]1970 Voting
age lowered from 21 to 18.[94]1982 The new Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms guarantees all adult citizens the right to vote.1988 Supreme Court of Canada rules mentally ill patients have the right to vote.[95]1993 Any elector can vote in advance.[91]2000 Legislation is introduced making it easier for people of no fixed address to vote.2002
Prisoners given the right to vote in the riding (voting district) where they were convicted. All adult Canadians except the Chief and Deputy Electoral Officers can now vote in Canada.[96]2019 The Supreme Court of Canada rules that portions of the federal Canada Elections Act which prevent citizens who have been living abroad for more than five
years from voting by mail are in violation of Section 3 of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms and thus unconstitutional.[97]The European Union has given the right to vote in municipal elections to the citizen of another EU country by the Council Directive 94/80/EG from 19 December 1994.[98]1907 - Universal suffrage in all elections for all
over 24 years o0ld[99]2000 Section 14, al. 2 of the 2000 Constitution of Finland states that "Every Finnish citizen and every foreigner permanently resident in Finland, having attained eighteen years of age, has the right to vote in municipal elections and municipal referendums, as provided by an Act. Provisions on the right to otherwise participate in
municipal government are laid down by an Act."[100]11 August 1792: Introduction of universal suffrage (men only)1795: Universal suffrage for men is replaced with indirect Census suffragel3 December 1799: The French Consulate re-establishes male universal suffrage increased from 246,000 to over 9million.In 1850 (31 May): The number of
people eligible to vote is reduced by 30% by excluding criminals and the homeless.Napoleon III calls a referendum in 1851 (21 December), all men aged 21 and over are allowed to vote. Male universal suffrage is established thereafter.As of 21 April 1944 the franchise is extended to women over 21.Effective 9 July 1974 the minimum age to vote is
reduced to 18 years 0ld.[101]1848 male citizens (citizens of state in German Confederation), adult and "independent" got voting rights, male voting population - 85%[102][103]1849 male citizens above 25, not disfranchised, not declared legally incapable, did not claim pauper relief a year before the election, not a bankrupt nor in bankruptcy
proceedings, not convicted of electoral fraud,[104]1866 male citizens above 25 (citizen for at least three years), not disfranchised, not declared legally incapable, did not claim pauper relief a year before the election, enrolled on the electoral roll, inhabitant of the electoral district,[105]1869 male citizens above 25 (citizens of state in North German
Confederation), not disfranchised, not a bankrupt nor in bankruptcy proceedings, not serving soldier, did not claim pauper relief a year before the election, inhabitant of the electoral district, not in prison, not declared legally incapable,[106]1918 - full suffrage for all citizens above 20[107]1970 - full suffrage for all citizens above 18[108]2019 -
suffrage for citizens with insanity defense, and persons under guardianship.[109]Since the very first Indian general election held in 195152, universal suffrage for all adult citizens aged 21 or older was established under Article 326 of the Constitution of India. The minimum voting age was reduced to 18 years by the 61st Amendment, effective 28
March 1989.Main article: History of the franchise in IrelandThe Supreme Court states that "the rules derogating from the passive electoral law must be strictly interpreted".[110]Main article: Suffrage in Japan1889 Male taxpayers above 25 that paid at least 15 JPY of tax got voting rights,[111] the voting population were 450,000 (1.1% of Japan
population),[112]1900 Male taxpayers above 25 that paid at least 10 JPY of tax got voting rights, the voting population were 980,000 (2.2% of Japan population),[112]1919 Male taxpayers above 25 that paid at least 3 JPY of tax got voting rights, the voting population were 3,070,000 (5.5% of Japan population)[113]1925 Male above 25 got voting rights,
the voting population were 12,410,000 (20% of Japan population),[112]1945 Japan citizens above 20 got voting rights, the voting population were 36,880,000 (48.7% of Japan population),[113]2015 Japan citizens above 18 got voting rights, voting population - 83.3% of Japan population.[114]Main article: History of voting in New Zealand1853 British
government passes the New Zealand Constitution Act 1852, granting limited self-rule, including a bicameral parliament, to the colony. The vote was limited to male British subjects aged 21 or over who owned or rented sufficient property and were not imprisoned for a serious offence. Communally owned land was excluded from the property
qualification, thus disenfranchising most Mori (indigenous) men.1860 Franchise extended to holders of miner's licenses who met all voting qualifications except that of property.1867 Mori seats established, giving Mori four reserved seats in the lower house. There was no property qualification; thus Mori men gained universal suffrage before other
New Zealanders. The number of seats did not reflect the size of the Mori population, but Mori men who met the property requirement for general electorates were able to vote in them or in the Mori electorates but not both.1879 Property requirement abolished.1893 Women won equal voting rights with men, making New Zealand the first nation in
the world to allow women to vote.1969 Voting age lowered to 20.1974 Voting age lowered to 18.1975 Franchise extended to permanent residents of New Zealand, regardless of whether they have citizenship.1996 Number of Mori seats increased to reflect Mori population.2010 Prisoners imprisoned for one year or more denied voting rights while
serving the sentence.1814 The Norwegian constitution gave male landowners or officials above the age of 25 full voting rights.[115]1885 Male taxpayers that paid at least 500 NOK of tax (800 NOK in towns) got voting rights.1900 Universal suffrage for men over 25.1901 Women, over 25, paying tax or having common household with a man paying
tax, got the right to vote in local elections.1909 Women, over 25, paying tax or having common household with a man paying tax, got full voting rights.1913 Universal suffrage for all over 25, applying from the election in 1915.1920 Voting age lowered to 23.[116]1946 Voting age lowered to 21.1967 Voting age lowered to 20.1978 Voting age lowered
to 18.1918 In its first days of independence in 1918, after 123 years of partition, voting rights were granted to both men and women. Eight women were elected to the Sejm in 1919.1952 Voting age lowered to 18.See also: Voting rights in Singapore1910 The Union of South Africa is established by the South Africa Act 1909. The House of Assembly is
elected by first-past-the-post voting in single-member constituencies. The franchise qualifications are the same as those previously existing for elections of the legislatures of the colonies that comprised the Union. In the Transvaal and the Orange Free State the franchise is limited to white men. In Natal the franchise is limited to men meeting property
and literacy qualifications; it was theoretically colour-blind but in practise nearly all non-white men were excluded. The traditional "Cape Qualified Franchise" of the Cape Province is limited to men meeting property and literacy qualifications and is colour-blind; nonetheless 85% of voters are white. The rights of non-white voters in the Cape Province
are protected by an entrenched clause in the South Africa Act requiring a two-thirds vote in a joint sitting of both Houses of Parliament.1930 The Women's Enfranchisement Act, 1930 extends the right to vote to all white women over the age of 21.1931 The Franchise Laws Amendment Act, 1931 removes the property and literacy qualifications for all
white men over the age of 21, but they are retained for non-white voters.1936 The Representation of Natives Act, 1936 removes black voters in the Cape Province from the common voters' roll and instead allows them to elect three "Native Representative Members" to the House of Assembly. Four Senators are to be indirectly elected by chiefs and
local authorities to represent black South Africans throughout the country. The act is passed with the necessary two-thirds majority in a joint sitting.1951 The Separate Representation of Voters Act, 1951 is passed by Parliament by an ordinary majority in separate sittings. It purports to remove coloured voters in the Cape Province from the common
voters' roll and instead allow them to elect four "Coloured Representative Members" to the House of Assembly.1952 In Harris v Minister of the Interior the Separate Representation of Voters Act is annulled by the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court because it was not passed with the necessary two-thirds majority in a joint sitting. Parliament
passes the High Court of Parliament Act, 1952, purporting to allow it to reverse this decision, but the Appellate Division annuls it as well.1956 By packing the Senate and the Appellate Division, the government passes the South Africa Act Amendment Act, 1956, reversing the annulment of the Separate Representation of Voters Act and giving it the
force of law.1958 The Electoral Law Amendment Act, 1958 reduces the voting age for white voters from 21 to 18.1959 The Promotion of Bantu Self-government Act, 1959 repeals the Representation of Natives Act, removing all representation of black people in Parliament.1968 The Separate Representation of Voters Amendment Act, 1968 repeals the
Separate Representation of Voters Act, removing all representation of coloured people in Parliament.1969 The first election of the Coloured Persons Representative Council (CPRC), which has limited legislative powers, is held. Every Coloured citizen over the age of 21 can vote for its members, in first-past-the-post elections in single-member
constituencies.1978 The voting age for the CPRC is reduced from 21 to 18.1981 The first election of the South African Indian Council (SAIC), which has limited legislative powers, is held. Every Indian South African citizen over the age of 18 can vote for its members, in first-past-the-post elections in single-member constituencies.1984 The Constitution
of 1983 establishes the Tricameral Parliament. Two new Houses of Parliament are created, the House of Representatives to represent coloured citizens and the House of Delegates to represent Indian citizens. Every coloured and Indian citizen over the age of 18 can vote in elections for the relevant house. As with the House of Assembly, the members
are elected by first-past-the-post voting in single-member constituencies. The CPRC and SAIC are abolished.1994 With the end of apartheid, the Interim Constitution of 1993 abolishes the Tricameral Parliament and all racial discrimination in voting rights. A new National Assembly is created, and every South African citizen over the age of 18 has the
right to vote for the assembly. The right to vote is also extended to long term residents. It is estimated the 500 000 foreign nationals voted in the 1994 national and provincial elections. Elections of the assembly are based on party-list proportional representation. The right to vote is enshrined in the Bill of Rights.1999 In August and Another v Electoral
Commission and Others the Constitutional Court rules that prisoners cannot be denied the right to vote without a law that explicitly does s0.2003 The Electoral Laws Amendment Act, 2003 purports to prohibit convicted prisoners from voting.2004 In Minister of Home Affairs v NICRO and Others the Constitutional Court rules that prisoners cannot be
denied the right to vote, and invalidates the laws that do s0.2009 In Richter v Minister for Home Affairs and Others the Constitutional Court rules that South African citizens outside the country cannot be denied the right to vote.1931 - Donoughmore Constitution granted equal suffrage for women and men, with voting possible at 21 with no property
restrictions.1809 New constitution adopted and separation of powers outlined in the Instrument of Government.1810 The Riksdag Act, setting out the procedures of functioning of the Riksdag, is introduced.1862 Under the municipal laws of 1862, some women were entitled to vote in local elections.1865 Parliament of Four Estates abolished and
replaced by a bicameral legislature. The members of the First Chamber were elected indirectly by the county councils and the municipal assemblies in the larger towns and cities.1909 All men who had done their military service and who paid tax were granted suffrage.1918 Universal, and equal suffrage were introduced for local elections.1919
Universal, equal, and women's suffrage granted for general elections.1921 First general election with universal, equal, and women's suffrage enacted, although some groups were still unable to vote.1922 Requirement that men had to have completed national military service to be able to vote abolished.1937 Interns in prisons and institutions granted
suffrage.1945 Individuals who had gone into bankruptcy or were dependent on welfare granted suffrage.1970 Indirectly elected upper chamber dismantled.[117][relevant?]1974 Instrument of Government stopped being enforced.[needs context].1989 The final limitations on suffrage abolished along with the Riksdag's decision to abolish the
'declaration of legal incompetency'.[118]Main article: Women in Turkish politics1926 Turkish civil code (Equality in civil rights)1930 Right to vote in local elections1933 First woman muhtar (Village head) Glkz rbl in Demircidere village, Aydn Province1934 Right to vote in General elections1935 First 18 Women MPs in Turkish parliament1950 First
woman city mayor Mfide lhan in MersinSee also: Reform Acts, Elections in the United Kingdom History, and Women's suffrage in the United KingdomThe Chartists' National Convention at the British Coffee House in February 1839From 1265, a few percent of the adult male population in the Kingdom of England (of which Wales was a full and equal
member from 1542) were able to vote in parliamentary elections that occurred at irregular intervals to the Parliament of England.[119][120] The franchise for the Parliament of Scotland developed separately. King Henry VI of England established in 1432 that only owners of property worth at least forty shillings, a significant sum, were entitled to



vote in an English county constituency. The franchise was restricted to males by custom rather than statute.[121] Changes were made to the details of the system, but there was no major reform until the Reform Act 1832.[nb 3] A series of Reform Acts and Representation of the People Acts followed. In 1918, all men over 21 and some women over 30
won the right to vote, and in 1928 all women over 21 won the right to vote resulting in universal suffrage.[123]Reform Act 1832 extended voting rights to adult males who rented propertied land of a certain value, so allowing 1 in 7 adult males in the UK voting rights.Chartism The People's Charter was drawn up in 1838 by the London Working Men's
Association. The following year, the first Chartist petition was presented to House of Commons. Further Chartist petitions were presented in 1842 and 1848.[124]Reform Act 1867 extended the franchise to men in urban areas who met a property qualification, so increasing male suffrage.Reform Act 1884 addressed imbalances between the boroughs
and the countryside; this brought the voting population to 5,500,000, although 40% of males were still disenfranchised because of the property qualification.Between 1885 and 1918 moves were made by the women's suffrage movement to ensure votes for women. However, the duration of the First World War stopped this reform
movement.Representation of the People Act 1918 the consequences of World War I persuaded the government to expand the right to vote, not only for the many men who fought in the war who were disenfranchised, but also for the women who worked in factories, agriculture and elsewhere as part of the war effort, often substituting for enlisted men
and including dangerous work such as in munitions factories. All men aged 21 and over were given the right to vote. Property restrictions for voting were lifted for men. The local government franchise was extended to include all women over 21, on the same terms as men. Parliamentary Votes were given to 40% of women, with property restrictions
and limited to those over 30 years old. This increased the electorate from 7.7million to 21.4million with women making up 8.5million of the electorate. Seven percent of the electorate had more than one vote, either because they owned business property or because they were university graduates. The first election with this system was the 1918
general election.Representation of the People Act 1928 equal suffrage for women and men, with voting possible at 21 with no property restrictions.Representation of the People Act 1948 removed plural voting in parliamentary elections for university graduates and business owners.Representation of the People Act 1969 extension of suffrage to those
18 and older, the first major democratic country to do so,[62][125] and abolition of plural voting in local government elections.Main article: Voting rights in the United StatesThe Constitution of the United States did not originally define who was eligible to vote, allowing each state to decide this status. In the early history of the U.S., most states
allowed only white male adult property owners to vote (about 6% of the population).[126][127] By 1856 property ownership requirements were eliminated in all states, giving suffrage to most white men. However, tax-paying requirements remained in five states until 1860 and in two states until the 20th century.[128][129]Since the Civil War, five
amendments to the Constitution have limited the ways in which the right to vote may be restricted in American elections, though none have added a general right to vote.[nb 4]15th Amendment (1870): "The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or
previous condition of servitude."19th Amendment (1920): "The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex."23rd Amendment (1961): provides that residents of the District of Columbia can vote for the President and Vice President.24th Amendment (1964): "The
right of citizens of the United States to vote in any primary or other election for President or Vice President, for electors for President or Vice President, or for Senator or Representative in Congress, shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or any State by reason of failure to pay any poll tax or other tax." This did not change the rules for
state elections.26th Amendment (1971): "The right of citizens of the United States, who are eighteen years of age or older, to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of age."The use of grandfather clauses to allow European-Americans to vote while excluding African-Americans from voting was ruled
unconstitutional in the 1915 decision Guinn v. United States. States continued to use literacy tests and poll taxes, which also disenfranchised poor white citizens. Racial equality in voting was substantially secured after the passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, a major victory in the Civil Rights Movement. State elections, it was not until the 1966
decision Harper v. Virginia Board of Elections that the U.S. Supreme Court declared state poll taxes violated the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment.[130][131]Main article: Timeline of first women's suffrage in majority-Muslim countriesConstituencyDemocracyDirect democracyDisenfranchisementList of suffragists and
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cast ballots in an 1825 election. Some Catholic, Protestantand Jewish women with property also voted in early Quebec elections. After enslavement was abolished in 1834, Black women and men were not officially excluded as a group from the Canadian franchise. Womens right to vote was not to last, however. By the mid-19th century, full citizenship
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provincial level and explicitly excluded female voters. The necessity of being male to vote reflected the emerging Victorian idea of placing women and men in separate spheres. Women were idealized as guarantors of cultural survival, who had no place in political life. They were expected to remain at home, producing children and preserving culture.
As French Canadians increasingly became a minority culture among English-speaking Protestants in British North America, womens suffrage was seen as a particular threat to their national survival. There was opposition to having independent women who were believed to be a danger to religious, ethnic or national communities. Exclusion from the
franchise also remained acceptable to many Canadians because many women as well as men believed that men had greater capacity for reason and that mens potential for military service justified more rights. Opposition would only dissipate as suffragists successfully redefined women as legitimate public subjects and the public sphere as a
respectable space for women to exercise authority. In 1885, House of Commons debates over a new federal franchise act (previously the right to vote was set by provinces) demonstrated the significance of suffrage in shaping the country. The decision to exclude all women, most Indigenous peoples (see also Indian Act) and all Asian personswas meant
to preserve white mens citizenship and the right to rule. Rise of the Suffrage Movement By the last decades of the 19th century, Canadian women increasingly protested against discrimination in education and paid employment as well as violence against women and children. One remedy was the suffrage campaign, which was led by many first-
generation university graduates and female professionals in medicine, teachingand journalism. Suffragists advocated for the extension of suffrage to include women. They also insisted on the value of womens maternal qualities in private and public life. Clipping from The Winnipeg Evening Tribune, 11 September 1915 (courtesy University of Manitoba
Libraries, Digital Collections). University of Manitoba Libraries, Digital Collections Early suffragists were typically white, middle-class women, many of whom believed that suffrage would increase the influence of their class and result in a better country. Many of these suffragists were not inclusive, however, and even advocated against non-white
women getting the vote. Nonetheless, there were non-white advocates who fought for womens suffrage such as Black abolitionists like Mary Ann Shadd. Shadd edited the Provincial Freeman and advocated for womens rights. Suffrage was also supported by unionists, socialists and temperanceactivists. The majority of Canadian suffragists relied on
peaceful campaigning. Only a handful identified with the militant suffragettes led by Emmeline Pankhurst (18581928) and the Womens Social and Political Union in the United Kingdom. While they campaigned at every level of government for the vote, suffragists made their first inroads at the local level. Many Canadians believed that womens
mothering and domestic qualities were especially useful in managing local affairs. By 1900, suffragists had won municipal voting privileges for property-owning women in many cities, and some women could vote in electionsfor park, library and school boards. Mary Ann Shadd, editor of the Provincial Freeman, was a pioneer suffragist and abolitionist,
who used her newspaper as a platform to discuss womens rights, including the right to vote. The paper also informed readers of suffrage meetings held in Canada and the United States. However, Shadd was marginalized as a Black woman and as an opponent of American slavery. Her influence was all the more minimal as she returned to the United
States in the 1860s. Emily Howard Stowe, from The Women's Suffrage Movement in Canada (courtesy Library and Archives Canada/C-9480). In Ontario, widening public debate about suffrage and womens rights produced the Toronto Women's Literary Club (TWLC). The TWLC was devoted to higher education and intellectual development as well as
to the physical welfare and employment conditions of women workers. To the TWLC, extending the vote to women would help to improve womens safety as well as their chances of employment and education. The TWLC was created in 18761877 by Emily Howard Stowe, one of Canada's first female doctors. She and her daughter, Augusta Stowe-
Gullen, spearheaded Ontario's suffrage campaign for 40 years (see Womens Suffrage in Ontario). In 1883, the TWLC became the Toronto Women's Suffrage Association, which in 1889 became the Dominion Women's Enfranchisement Association. From the 1880s on, many Ontario unionists and socialists, including Knights of Labor journalist Thomas
Phillips Thompson, also endorsed womens suffrage. Suffragists were not a homogeneous group; nor did they focus only on suffrage. Campaigns also called for improved public health, equality in employment and education, social assistance and condemnation of violence. Despite numerous petitions and private members bills, lawmakers across the
country (with a few exceptions) repeatedly voted against the enfranchisement of women. Suffragists had to undertake long years of public education and agitation while facing repeated abuse. In the 1890s, critical support came from Canadas largest womens group, the Woman's Christian Temperance Union(WCTU). The Unions leaders believed the
franchise would help introduce prohibition and thus reduce violence. At Rideau Hall, Ottawa, Ontario, October 1898. Including Lady Aberdeen (centre), Ottawa, Ontario, May 1898. By 1914, womens suffrage was seen as both a progressive and conservative cause. Growing urbanization, industrializationand immigration in the years before the First
World War raised fears about how to integrate newcomers and control working-class Canadians. Some suffragists, especially those who were unionists and socialists, took up the cause of women workers, who were for the most part ill-paid and unprotected. Progressive members also championed suffrage early on as an expression of womens right to
equality while the respectable and cautious National Council of Womenof Canada only endorsed the vote in 1910. Meanwhile, more conservative suffragists viewed the vote as a means of strengthening white middle-class power while oppressing non-white minorities and working-class Canadians. The Canadian Mother poster encouraging people to
vote for the union government, Ottawa, Ontario, Heliotype Co. Ltd., 1914-1918. Union Government campaign poster, 1914-1918. Image courtesy of Library and Archives Canada, 1983-28-726. Nursing Sisters at a Canadian hospital voting in the Canadian federal election, France, December 1917. Anti-conscription rally in Victoria Square, Montral,
Quebec on May 24th, 1917. Image: Library and Archives Canada/C-006859. The First World War interrupted the suffrage campaigns and divided activists. Many concentrated on supporting the war effort, including conscription, in groups such as Womens Patriotic Fund. Socialist and pacifist suffragists preferred to place their hopes on an armistice
and international collaboration. Some endorsed the Womens International League for Peace and Freedom, formed in 1915. A Canadian, Julia Grace Wales, wrote the Leagues founding document, Continuous Mediation without Armistice. During the war, Winnipegsuffragist and journalist Francis Marion Beynon left her job and moved to Brooklyn due
in part to her opposition to the war. Beynon and Ontario pacifist and suffragist Alice Chown left moving testaments to their views in Aleta Dey (1919) and The Stairway (1921) respectively. Suffrage in the West Opposition to feminism seemed strongest in central and eastern Canada, while the western provinces appeared more receptive. The Wests
greater openness to womens suffrage can be interpreted as strategic: newly colonized regions relied on white settler women to guarantee the displacement of Indigenous peoples. The vote was to attract and reward white newcomers. Though the Womans Christian Temperance Union was a powerful advocate for the franchisein the West, the farm
movement was at least equally influential. As early as the 1870s, the Manitoba Icelandic community was endorsing womens suffrage. Margret Benedictsson, circa 1905 (courtesy Icelandic Collection, Elizabeth Dafoe Library, University of Manitoba). Dr. Amelia Yeomans (courtesy Medicine Photograph Collection, College of Medicine Archives,
University of Manitoba). Francis Beynon (courtesy Archives of Manitoba, N13687). Lillian Beynon Thomas (courtesy Archives of Manitoba, Personalities, L.B.1., N19359). An early suffragette, at 75 Hind travelled around the world to observe agricultural methods. Gladstone, Manitoba, 1905-1922. Early Manitoba leaders included Margret
Benedictsson, Amelia Yeomans, Francis Marion Beynon, E. Cora Hind and Nellie McClung. A popular author and member of the Canadian Women's Press Club, McClung became the Prairie movement's dominant figure. Her best-seller In Times Like These(1915) combined serious argument with satiric put-down of anti-suffragists. Manitobas Political
Equality League, established in 1912, was a star-studded assembly of articulate and hard-working activists. In 1914, the League held a successful fundraiser with a well-publicized mock parliament, a tactic employed elsewhere as well. An interior view of the Walker Theatre, 1907 (courtesy Provincial Archives of Manitoba/N13272). (courtesy PAM/N-
10863). On the stage of Winnipegs Walker Theatre, women played politicians, with Nellie McClung mocking Conservative Premier Sir Rodmond Roblin, as she debated whether or not to give men the vote. In 1915, suffragist support was critical to the victory of the pro-suffrage Liberal Party in the provincial election. (See also Womens Suffrage in
Manitoba.) Presentation of petition by the Political Equality League for the enfranchisement of women, 23 December 1915. Clockwise from top left: A.V. Thomas, F.J. Dixon, Amelia Burritt, Dr. Mary Crawford (courtesy Archives of Manitoba, Events 173/3, N9905). Tied petition rolls contained 39,584 signatures, Archives of Manitoba, Events 173/4,
Presentation of petition by Political Equality League for enfranchisement of women, 23 December 1915 (N9906) Franchise Petitions at Legislature, Archives of Manitoba, Events 173/6, Presentation of petition by Political Equality League for enfranchisement of women, Winnipeg, 23 December 1915 (N9908) Victories in the West and in Ontario
Western suffragists found powerful supporters in the farm, labour and social gospel movements. Like men of their own class and community, Prairie suffragists never paid much attention to Indigenous women and were generally convinced of the superiority of Anglo-Celtic peoples. (See also Indigenous Womens Issues.) On 28 January 1916, Manitoba
women became the first in Canada to win both the right to vote and to hold provincial office. Manitoba was followed by Saskatchewan on 14 March and Alberta on 19 April 1916. In these instances, the farm movement supported womens suffrage as the proper course for a democracy. The WCTUs determination to protect the home and to end violence
against women and children strengthened the suffrage cause. British suffragette Barbara Wylie visited Saskatchewan in 1912. Her communications, like those by activists from the United States and the rest of Canada, affirmed powerful global ties among suffragists. In 1914, a number of political equality leagues were created in Saskatchewan as well
as the Womens Grain Growers Association (WGGA). Farm journalist and president of the WGGA Violet McNaughton was Saskatchewans most powerful feminist for many years. In 1915, the WGGA and the WCTU collaborated to form the Provincial Equal Franchise Board. Their petition campaign ensured the Liberal governments passage of a suffrage
bill in 1916. Alberta showed a similar groundswell of support. The United Farmers of Alberta endorsed suffrage in 1912, and three years later the United Farm Women of Alberta(UFWA) emerged to campaign for suffrage, temperance and improvements in health and education. By then, Nellie McClunghad moved to the province and joined suffragists
such as journalist Emily Murphy, WCTU leader Louise McKinneyand UFWA activist Irene Parlby. Nellie McClung (left), Emily Murphy (right) and Alice Jamieson (March 1916) were the leaders of the feminist cause in western Canada (courtesy City of Edmonton Archives). Nellie McClung, The Heroine of the Campaign, 1914. (courtesy Archives of
Manitoba, N8342). In 1916, Emily Murphy was appointed police magistrate for Edmonton, the first woman magistrate in the British Empire. Louise McKinney was one of the appellants in the Persons Case and one of the first women elected to a legislature in Canada (courtesy Glenbow Archives/NA-825-1). Parlby was the first woman to become a
Cabinet minister in Alberta. She supported Acts concerning women's rights (courtesy Glenbow Archives). In British Columbia, campaigns drew most heavily on urban activists, notably in Victoria, where suffrage demands were pioneered, and Vancouver, which had assumed centre-stage by the First World War. Once again, the WCTU was influential,
but so too were the local councils of women as well as university womens clubs. British Columbia also produced various political equality leagues and welcomed suffrage speakers from the rest of Canada, the UK and the US. British Columbias socialist and labour movements were critical, with the BC Federation of Labour endorsing suffrage in 1912.
As elsewhere in Canada, BC suffragists showed little interest in Indigenous or Asian women, who served more often as an inspiration for charity rather than for sisterly alliance. On 19 March 1913, the Vancouver Sun sold out a special womens edition that, together with massive petitions, demonstrated the breadth of support mobilized against anti-
suffrage Conservative governments in Victoria and Ottawa. Suffrage leaders such as Helena Gutteridge, Mary Ellen Smith and Laura Marshall Jamieson displayed the talents that would later make them successful elected politicians. British Columbia was the only jurisdiction in Canada to put womens suffrage to a referendumof male voters, during the
provincial election of 1916. Bolstered by the favorable results (43,619 to 18,604 ballots), the new Liberal government approved womens suffrage on 5 April 1917. (See also Women's Suffrage in the Westtimeline.) A week later, on 12 April 1917, Ontario suffragists caught up with the West. It was the first conservative government to pass womens
suffrage. Ontario produced the only suffrage organizations claiming a nation-wide mandate the Dominion Womens Enfranchisement Association and Canadian Womens Suffrage Association but their campaigns were largely restricted to the province. Although the WCTU was the strongest provincial group in support of womens suffrage, Ontario also
produced charismatic non-conformists such as social reformer, writer and spiritualist Flora MacDonald Denison. Denison admired British suffragette Emmeline Pankhurst and was a Canadian representative in giant protests in the UK and the US. (See also Womens Suffrage in Ontario.) Achieving the Vote in Federal Elections During the First World
War, pressure mounted on federal politicians in the Conservative later the Union Government (1917) of Sir Robert Borden. The government wished both to acknowledge womens contribution to the war effort and to appeal to future female voters by extending the franchise; it also wanted to firm up support for conscription. The government also feared
that voters, especially men, who were born in countries with which Canada was at war would oppose conscription. In the controversial Military Voters Act and Wartime Elections Actof 1917, the federal vote was extended to nursing sisters (women serving in the Canadian Army Medical Corps) and to close female relatives of military men. At the same
time, the Wartime Elections Act disenfranchised thousands of immigrants from enemy countries who had become citizens after 1902 as well as all conscientious objectors (those who refused to go to war because it was against their religious, moral or ethical beliefs). The Act divided Canadian suffragists, many of whom opposed partial
enfranchisement and disenfranchisement. Nova Scotia-born, Borden entered the provincial parliament in 1896, took command of the federal Conservative party in 1901, and was Canadian Prime Minister, 1911-1920.en. (courtesy William James Topley / Library and Archives Canada / PA-028129) Once conscription was secured, the government began
to argue that women had earned the right to vote through their war work. On 24 May 1918, female citizens, not included under racial or Indigenous exclusions, aged 21 and over became eligible to vote in federal elections regardless of whether they had yet attained the provincial franchise. In July 1919, enfranchised women gained the right to stand
for the House of Commons, although appointment to the Senateremained out of reach until after the Persons Case of 1929. The Dominion Elections Act of 1920 continued to exclude voting rights on the basis of race in the provinces (this meant Japanese, Chinese and South Asians in BC and the Chinese in Saskatchewan). Similarly, Inuit and most First
Nations were excluded from voting. Atlantic Provinces In Nova Scotia, women had been formally excluded from the provincial vote in 1851. In the 1890s, Nova Scotian women launched a campaign for the franchise. The suffrage movement was strongest in Halifax, where women championed progressive causes. Many activists were associated with the
Local Council of Women and the WCTU. These included scholar and philanthropist Eliza Ritchie and Anna Leonowens, author of The English Governess at the Siamese Court (the inspiration for the play and film, The King and I). On 26 April 1918, women in Nova Scotia won the right to vote. Eliza Ritchie, Massachusetts, United States of America,
Partridge Studio, 1856-1933. Partridge Studio . Library and Archives Canada, €008295886 The WCTU was also critical from the 1880s onward in New Brunswick, where a bill to enfranchise single, property-owning women failed in 1870. Sixteen years later, that same small group won the municipal franchise. New Brunswicks only group devoted to
the vote was the Womens Enfranchisement Association of New Brunswick, which was formed in 1894 in Saint John. Not until 17 April 1919 was New Brunswicks 1843 prohibition of female voters finally revoked. Prince Edward Island, which produced no popular agitation for womens suffrage, revoked its 1836 formal exclusion of women on 3 May
1922. The suffrage movement in Newfoundland, a Crown colony separate from Canada, was active from about the 1890s. In 1892, a suffrage bill supported by the local branch of the WCTU was defeated. Many Newfoundland suffragists were directly inspired by British campaigns, and in 1920, the WCTU and The Womens Patriotic Association inspired
the Womens Franchise League, which fought hard to win women the vote. That right was eventually obtained on 3 April 1925. In Nova Scotia, PEI and Newfoundland, the right to stand for provincial office accompanied voting rights, but New Brunswick resisted that extension until 9 March 1934. (See also Women's Suffrage in Atlantic Canada
timeline.) Quebec In Quebec, suffrage supporters came from both the French and the English-speaking communities, but the former was hobbled by the opposition of the Catholic Churchand by nationalist fears. Montreals Local Council of Women included many strong suffragists, including McGill Universitys Carrie Derick and Octavia Grace Ritchie
England. Qubcoise suffragists were led by McGill professor Idola Saint-Jean in the Canadian Alliance for Womens Vote in Quebec and Thrse Casgrain in the League for Womens Rights. Their campaigns, in concert with some support from federal Liberal politicians, progressive provincial counterparts, as well as from the CCF(whose Agnes Macphail
was a stalwart ally of Quebec suffragists), helped bring success on 25 April 1940. Idola Saint-Jean (courtesy Library and Archives Canada/C-68508). Thrse Casgrain, third from the left; her daughters, Rene and Hlne; her mother, Lady Forget; and Mrs. Laviolette, September 1941 Agnes Campbell Macphail, MP for Grey South East, United Farmers of
Ontario Party, Ottawa, Ontario, Yousuf Karsh, May 15, 1934. Black Women Enslaved Black men and women were unable to vote. After the abolition of enslavement in 1834, land-owning Black people were granted the right to vote. However, like other women, Black women were disenfranchised in subsequent decades across British North America on
the basis of their gender. Unlike Asian and Indigenous women, Black womens right to vote was not officially restricted on the basis of race and ethnicity. Black women like Mary Ann Shadd advocated for womens suffrage. Over time, Black women regained the right to vote as gender-based voting restrictions were repealed at the federal and provincial
levels. (See Black Voting Rights.) Asian Women Asian residents were explicitly excluded from the vote under the 1885 federal franchiselegislation. The 1920 Dominion Elections Act did not exclude Canadians of Asian heritage explicitly, but the Act stated that persons disenfranchised for reasons of race by provinces would not get the federal franchise.
Since Chinese, Japanese and South Asianswere excluded from the vote in British Columbia, as were the Chinese in Saskatchewan, members of those communities could not vote at the federal level in those provinces. Despite continuing protests, Asian women and men waited until 1948 to receive the vote, the year of the UN Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, which Canada helped to draft and then adopted. Eleanor Roosevelt holding the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Lake Success, 1949. Canadian John Humphrey was the principal author. Indigenous Women Indigenous women were largely invisible in the suffrage campaigns. The vast majority of Canadian suffragists were of
European origin. While some were sympathetic to Indigenous women, none campaigned to include First Nations or Inuit in legislation and most accepted the commonplace assumption that Status Indians were a dying race. Kanyen'keh:ka-English writer and performer, Pauline Johnson, challenged that designation. Pauline Johnson is best known for
her poetry celebrating her Indigenous heritage. (courtesy of Library and Archives Canada/National Film Board fonds/e011177518) Indigenous women worked locally to improve conditions for their communities. As non-voters, they lobbied band councils, much as suffragists elsewhere pressured other levels of government. The 1934 Dominion
Franchise Act explicitly denied the franchise to Status Indians on reserves and to Inuit in the north. Until 1951, the Indian Act also barred many Indigenous women from voting for or holding office in their bands. Inuit received the vote in 1950; however, their names were rarely added to official lists of people entitled to vote, and ballot boxes were not
brought to Inuit communities in the Arctic until 1962. Ottawa finally extended the right to vote to all Indigenous people, women and men, in 1960. Both sexes continued, however, to question the value of a right to vote in a nation dominated by settler communities that resisted equality. (See also Indigenous Women and the Franchise; Indigenous
Womens Issues; Indigenous Suffrage.) Women in Politics Once women won the vote, they encountered considerable resistance in entering politics. In 1921, Agnes Macphail became the first woman to win a seat in the House of Commons, representing the United Farmers of Ontario. The second, Martha Black, replaced her ailing husband in 1935 as
Conservative MP for Yukon. The third, Saskatchewans Dorise Nielsen (associated with the CCF and then the Communist Party of Canada), arrived in Ottawa in 1940 but found little support. The first Indigenous female Member of Parliament was the Liberal Ethel Blondin Andrews for Western Arctic, Northwest Territories, in 1988. In 1917, Albertas
Louise McKinney of the Nonpartisan League was the first woman elected to a provincial legislature in Canada and the British Empire (followed closely by Roberta MacAdams, elected by soldiers and military nurses). Numbers grew slowly. In 1941, British Columbia had five female MLAs, the largest number in any legislature until the 1970s. In 1957,
Conservative MP Ellen Fairclough became the first woman appointed to a federal Cabinet. In 1996, British Columbia elected the first Chinese Canadian women to its legislature: Liberal Ida Chong and NDPer Jenny Kwan. Campbell served as Justice Minister in the government of Prime Minister Brian Mulroney, before becoming Canada's first female
prime minister. (courtesy of Prime Minister's Office) Real advances in numbers, which depended on the resurgence of feminism, awaited the end of the 20th century. Feminist Kim Campbell became prime minister of a short-lived Conservative government in 1993. The 2019 general the House of Commons 29 per cent of MPs elected. To much
approval, the Liberal government announced an unprecedented Cabinet with 50 per cent female ministers. The first female senator, Liberal Cairine Wilson, was appointed in 1930 and by 2016 there were 33 women senators. The first female premier of a province or territory was Rita Johnson (Social Credit) of British Columbia in 1991. Significance
and Legacy The other test of suffrage rests with legislative outcomes. While modern polling often suggests that female voters disproportionately favour more liberal causes, little attention has been paid to post-suffrage results. It is clear, however, that the suffrage movement everywhere endorsed improvements in education, healthcare and social
services that would better lives for women and children. The introduction of provincial mothers allowances or pensions beginning in the First World War would not have occurred without feminist pressure and politicians fears of new voters. It is also no coincidence that Canadas general, if imperfect, experiments with social security in the 20th
century coincided with some 50 per cent increase in the electorate. As democracy became nearly universal, governments were forced as never before to begin to address issues of equity and justice. Womens suffrage was essential to that advance. Principal TranslationsWordReference English-Spanish Dictionary 2025:women's suffrage n(right of adult
females to vote)voto femenino grupo nomNew Zealand was the first country to grant women's suffrage or voting rights.Nueva Zelanda fue el primer pas en conceder el voto femenino o el derecho a voto.sufragio femenino loc nom mNueva Zelanda fue el primer pas en conceder el sufragio femenino o el derecho a voto.Is something important missing?
Report an error or suggest an improvement. Share copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution You must give
appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No
additional restrictions You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license
may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. Right to vote in public and political electionsNot to be confused with Universal suffrage."Right to vote", "Suffragist", and "The Franchise" redirect here. For the group, see
Right to Vote. For the organisation, see National Union of Women's Suffrage Societies. For other uses, see The Franchise (disambiguation).People queuing and showing their identity documents for voting in the 2014 Indian general electionSuffrage, political franchise, or simply franchise is the right to vote in public, political elections and referendums
(although the term is sometimes used for any right to vote).[1][2][3] In some languages, and occasionally in English, the right to vote is called active suffrage, as distinct from passive suffrage, which is the right to stand for election.[4] The combination of active and passive suffrage is sometimes called full suffrage.[5]In most democracies, eligible
voters can vote in elections for representatives. Voting on issues by referendum (direct democracy) may also be available. For example, in Switzerland, this is permitted at all levels of government. In the United States, some states allow citizens the opportunity to write, propose, and vote on referendums (popular initiatives); other states and the
federal government do not. Referendums in the United Kingdom are rare.Suffrage continues to be especially restricted on the basis of age, residency and citizenship status in many places. In some countries additional restrictions exist. In Great Britain and the United States a felon might lose the right to vote. In some countries being under
guardianship may restrict the right to vote. Non-resident citizen voting allows emigrants and expats of some countries to vote in their home country.[6] Resident non-citizens can vote in some countries, which may be restricted to citizens of closely linked countries (e.g., Commonwealth citizens and European Union citizens) or to certain offices or
questions.[7][8][9] Multiple citizenship typically allows to vote in multiple countries.[6] Historically the right to vote was more restricted, for example by gender, race, or wealth.The word suffrage comes from Latin suffragium, which initially meant "a voting-tablet", "a ballot", "a vote", or "the right to vote". Suffragium in the second century and later
came to mean "political patronage, influence, interest, or support", and sometimes "popular acclaim" or "applause". By the fourth century the word was used for "an intercession", asking a patron for their influence with the Almighty. Suffragium was used in the fifth and sixth centuries with connection to buying influence or profiteering from
appointing to office, and eventually the word referred to the bribe itself.[10] William Smith rejects the connection of suffragium to sub "under" + fragor "crash, din, shouts (as of approval)", related to frangere "to break"; Eduard Wunder writes that the word may be related to suffrago, signifying an ankle bone or knuckle bone.[11] In the 17th century
the English suffrage regained the earlier meaning of the Latin suffragium, "a vote" or "the right to vote".[12]Main article: Universal suffrageThe Peterloo Massacre of 1819Universal suffrage would be achieved when all have the right to vote without restriction. It could, for example, look like a system where everyone was presumed to have the right to
vote unless a government can prove beyond a reasonable doubt the need to revoke voting rights.[13] The trend towards universal suffrage has progressed in some democracies by eliminating some or all of the voting restrictions due to gender, race, religion, social status, education level, wealth, citizenship, ability and age. However, throughout
history the term 'universal suffrage' has meant different things with the different assumptions about the groups that were or were not deemed desirable voters.The short-lived Corsican Republic (17551769) was the first country to grant limited universal suffrage to all citizens over the age of 25.In 1819, 6080,000 women and men from 30 miles around
Manchester assembled in the city's St. Peter's Square to protest their lack of any representation in the Houses of Parliament. Historian Robert Poole has called the Peterloo Massacre one of the defining moments of its age.[14] (The eponymous Peterloo film featured a scene of women suffragists planning their contribution to the protest.) At that time
Manchester had a population of around 140,000 and the population totals of Greater Manchester were around 490,000.[15]This was followed by other experiments in the Paris Commune of 1871 and the island republic of Franceville (1889). From 1840 to 1852, the Kingdom of Hawai'i granted universal suffrage without mention of sex. In 1893, when
the Kingdom of Hawai'i was overthrown in a coup, New Zealand was the only independent country to practice universal (active) suffrage, and the Freedom in the World index lists New Zealand as the only free country in the world in 1893.[16][17]Main article: Women's suffrageGerman election poster from 1919: Equal rights equal duties!Women's
suffrage is the right of women to vote.[18] This was the goal of the suffragists, who believed in using legal means, as well as the suffragettes, who used extremist measures. Short-lived suffrage equity was drafted into provisions of the State of New Jersey's first, 1776 Constitution, which extended the Right to Vote to unwed female landholders and
black land owners.IV. That all inhabitants of this Colony, of full age, who are worth fifty pounds proclamation money, clear estate in the same, and have resided within the county in which they claim a vote for twelve months immediately preceding the election, shall be entitled to vote for Representatives in Council and Assembly; and also for all other
public officers, that shall be elected by the people of the county at large. New Jersey 1776However, the document did not specify an Amendment procedure, and the provision was subsequently replaced in 1844 by the adoption of the succeeding constitution, which reverted to "all white male" suffrage restrictions.[19]Although the Kingdom of Hawai'i
granted female suffrage in 1840, the right was rescinded in 1852. Limited voting rights were gained by some women in Sweden, Britain, and some western U.S. states in the 1860s. In 1893, the British colony of New Zealand became the first self-governing nation to extend the right to vote to all adult women.[20] In 1894, the women of South Australia
achieved the right to both vote and stand for Parliament. The autonomous Grand Duchy of Finland in the Russian Empire was the first nation to allow all women to both vote and run for parliament.A British postcard against women's suffrage postcard from ¢.1908. It shows unflattering caricatures of suffragettes in front of parliament and the caption:
"This is the house that man built" with a poem. From the People's History Museum, Manchester. Britain's WSPU poster by Hilda Dallas, 1909Those against the women's suffrage movement made public organizations to put down the political movement, with the main argument being that a woman's place was in the home, not polls. Political cartoons
and public outrage over women's rights increased as the opposition to suffrage worked to organize legitimate groups campaigning against women's voting rights. The Massachusetts Association Opposed to the Further Extension of Suffrage to Women was one organization that came out of the 1880s to put down the voting efforts.[21]Much anti-
suffrage propaganda poked fun at the idea of women in politics. Political cartoons displayed the most sentiment by portraying the issue of women's suffrage to be swapped with men's lives. Some mocked the popular suffrage hairstyle of full-upward combed hair. Others depicted young girls turning into suffragettes after a failure in life, such as not
being married.[22]See also: Weighted votingEqual suffrage is sometimes confused with Universal suffrage, although the meaning of the former is the removal of graded votes, wherein a voter could possess a number of votes in accordance with income, wealth or social status.[23]These paragraphs are an excerpt from Nomination rules.
[edit]Nomination rules in elections regulate the conditions under which a candidate or political party is entitled to stand for election. The right to stand for election, right to be a candidate or passive suffrage is one part of free and fair elections.[24] Passive suffrage is distinct from active suffrage, the right to vote. The criteria to stand as a candidate
depends on the individual legal system. They may include the age of a candidate, citizenship, endorsement by a political party and profession.[25] Laws' restrictions, such as competence or moral aptitude, can be used in a discriminatory manner. Restrictive and discriminatory nomination rules can impact the civil rights of candidates, political parties,
and voters.Also known as "censitary suffrage", it is the opposite of equal suffrage, meaning that the votes cast by those eligible to vote are not equal, but weighed differently according to the person's income or rank in society (e.g., people who do not own property or whose income is lower than a given amount are barred from voting; or people with
higher education have more votes than those with lower education; stockholders who have more shares in a given company have more votes than those with fewer shares). In many countries, census suffrage restricted who could vote and be elected: in the United States, until the Jacksonian reforms of the 1830s, only men who owned land of a
specified acreage or monetary value could vote or participate in elections.[26] Similarly, in Brazil, the Constitution of 1824 established that, in order to vote, citizens would need to have an annual income of 200,000 milris and, to be voted, their minimum annual income would need to be 400,000 milris.[27]Main article: Compulsory suffrageWhere
compulsory suffrage exists, those who are eligible to vote are required by law to do so. Thirty-two countries currently practise this form of suffrage.[28]See also: Plural voting, Functional constituency (Hong Kong), and Indirectly elected memberIn local government in England and some of its ex-colonies, businesses formerly had, and in some places
still have, a vote in the urban area in which they paid rates. This is an extension of the historical property-based franchise from natural persons to other legal persons.In the United Kingdom, the Corporation of the City of London has retained and even expanded business vote, following the passing of the City of London (Ward Elections) Act 2002. This
has given business interests within the City of London, which is a major financial centre with few residents, the opportunity to apply the accumulated wealth of the corporation to the development of an effective lobby for UK policies.[29][30] This includes having the City Remembrancer, financed by the City's Cash, as a parliamentary agent, provided
with a special seat in the House of Commons located in the under-gallery facing the Speaker's chair.[31] In a leaked document from 2012, an official report concerning the City's Cash revealed that the aim of major occasions such as set-piece sumptuous banquets featuring national politicians was "to increase the emphasis on complementing
hospitality with business meetings consistent with the City corporation's role in supporting the City as a financial centre".[32]The first issue taken up by the Northern Ireland civil rights movement was the business vote, abolished in 1968 (a year before it was abolished in Great Britain outside the City of London).[33]In the Republic of Ireland,
commercial ratepayers[nb 1] can vote in local plebiscites, for changing the name of the locality or street,[37][nb 2] or delimiting a business improvement district.[40] From 1930 to 1935, 5 of 35 members of Dublin City Council were "commercial members".[41]In cities in most Australian states, voting is optional for businesses but compulsory for
individuals.[42][43]Some municipalities in Delaware allow corporations to vote on local matters.[44]See also: DisenfranchisementMain article: Women's suffrage Women's Suffrage Headquarters on Euclid Avenue in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1912In ancient Athens, often cited as the birthplace of democracy, only adult, male citizens who owned land were
permitted to vote. Through subsequent centuries, Europe was generally ruled by monarchs, though various forms of parliament arose at different times. The high rank ascribed to abbesses within the Catholic Church permitted some women the right to sit and vote at national assemblies as with various high-ranking abbesses in Medieval Germany,
who were ranked among the independent princes of the empire. Their Protestant successors enjoyed the same privilege almost into modern times.[45]Marie Guyart, a French nun who worked with the First Nations peoples of Canada during the seventeenth century, wrote in 1654 regarding the suffrage practices of Iroquois women, "These female
chieftains are women of standing amongst the savages, and they have a deciding vote in the councils. They make decisions there like the men, and it is they who even delegated the first ambassadors to discuss peace."[46] The Iroquois, like many First Nations peoples in North America, had a matrilineal kinship system. Property and descent were
passed through the female line. Women elders voted on hereditary male chiefs and could depose them.The emergence of many modern democracies began with male citizens obtaining the right to vote in advance of female citizens, except in the Kingdom of Hawai'i, where universal suffrage without mention of age or sex was introduced in 1840;
however, a constitutional amendment in 1852 rescinded female voting and put property qualifications on male voting.Voting rights for women were introduced into international law by the United Nations' Human Rights Commission, whose elected chair was Eleanor Roosevelt. In 1948 the United Nations adopted the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights; Article21 states: "(1) Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his country, directly or through freely chosen representatives. (3) The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government; this will shall be expressed in periodic and genuine elections which shall be by universal and equal suffrage and shall be held by
secret vote or by equivalent free voting procedures."The United Nations General Assembly adopted the Convention on the Political Rights of Women, which went into force in1954, enshrining the equal rights of women to vote, hold office, and access public services as set out by national laws. One of the most recent jurisdictions to acknowledge
women's full right to vote was Bhutan in 2008 (its first national elections).[47] Most recently, in 2011 King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia let women vote in the 2015 local elections (and from then on) and be appointed to the Consultative Assembly.In the aftermath of the Reformation it was common in European countries for people of disfavored religious
denominations to be denied civil and political rights, often including the right to vote, to stand for election or to sit in parliament. In Great Britain and Ireland, Roman Catholics were denied the right to vote from 1728 to 1793, and the right to sit in parliament until 1829. The anti-Catholic policy was justified on the grounds that the loyalty of Catholics
supposedly lay with the Pope rather than the national monarch.In England and Ireland, several Acts practically disenfranchised non-Anglicans or non-Protestants by imposing an oath before admission to vote or to stand for office. The 1672 and 1678 Test Acts forbade non-Anglicans to hold public offices, and the 1727 Disenfranchising Act took away
Catholics' voting rights in Ireland, which were restored only in 1788. Jews could not even be naturalized. An attempt was made to change this situation, but the Jewish Naturalization Act 1753 provoked such reactions that it was repealed the following year. Nonconformists (Methodists and Presbyterians) were only allowed to run for election to the



British House of Commons starting in 1828, Catholics in 1829 (following the Roman Catholic Relief Act 1829, which extended the Roman Catholic Relief Act 1791), and Jews in 1858 (with the Emancipation of the Jews in England). Benjamin Disraeli could only begin his political career in 1837 because he had been converted to Anglicanism at the age
of 12.In several states in the U.S. after the Declaration of Independence, Jews, Quakers or Catholics were denied voting rights and/or forbidden to run for office.[48] The Delaware Constitution of 1776 stated that:[49]Every person who shall be chosen a member of either house, or appointed to any office or place of trust, before taking his seat, or
entering upon the execution of his office, shall (...) also make and subscribe the following declaration, to wit: I, A B. do profess faith in God the Father, and in Jesus Christ His only Son, and in the Holy Ghost, one God, blessed for evermore; and I do acknowledge the holy scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be given by divine inspiration.This
was repealed by article I, section2 of the 1792 Constitution: "No religious test shall be required as a qualification to any office, or public trust, under this State".[50] The 1778 Constitution of the State of South Carolina stated that "No person shall be eligible to sit in the house of representatives unless he be of the Protestant religion",[51] the 1777
Constitution of the State of Georgia (art. VI) that "The representatives shall be chosen out of the residents in each county (...) and they shall be of the Protestent (sic) religion".[52] In Maryland, voting rights and eligibility were extended to Jews in 1828.[53]In Canada, several religious groups (Mennonites, Hutterites, Doukhobors) were disenfranchised
by the wartime Elections Act of 1917, mainly because they opposed military service. This disenfranchisement ended with the closure of the First World War, but was renewed for Doukhobors from 1934 (via the Dominion Elections Act) to 1955.[54]The first Constitution of modern Romania in 1866 provided in article 7 that only Christians could become
Romanian citizens. Jews native to Romania were declared stateless persons. In 1879, under pressure from the Berlin Peace Conference, this article was amended, granting non-Christians the right to become Romanian citizens, but naturalization was granted on a case-by-case basis and was subject to Parliamentary approval. An application took over
ten years to process. Only in 1923 was a new constitution adopted, whose article 133 extended Romanian citizenship to all Jewish residents and equality of rights to all Romanian citizens.[55]Demonstration for universal right to vote, Prague, Austria-Hungary, 1905Until the nineteenth century, many Western proto-democracies had property
qualifications in their electoral laws; e.g. only landowners could vote (because the only tax for such countries was the property tax), or the voting rights were weighted according to the amount of taxes paid (as in the Prussian three-class franchise). Most countries abolished the property qualification for national elections in the late nineteenth century,
but retained it for local government elections for several decades. Today these laws have largely been abolished, although the homeless may not be able to register because they lack regular addresses.In the United Kingdom, until the House of Lords Act 1999, peers who were members of the House of Lords were excluded from voting for the House of
Commons as they were not commoners. Although there is nothing to prevent the monarch from voting, it is considered improper for the monarch to do so.[56]Throughout the 19th and 20th centuries, many nations made voters pay to elect officials, keeping impoverished people from being fully enfranchised. These laws were in effect in Argentina,
Brazil, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Mexico, Peru, Uruguay, and Venezuela.[57]Sometimes the right to vote has been limited to people who had achieved a certain level of education or passed a certain test. In some US states, "literacy tests" were previously implemented to exclude those who were illiterate.[58] Black voters in the South were
often deemed by election officials to have failed the test even when they did not.[59] Under the 1961 constitution of Rhodesia, voting on the "A" roll, which elected up to 50 of the 65 members of parliament, was restricted based on education requirements, which in practice led to an overwhelming white vote. Voting on the "B" roll had universal
suffrage, but only appointed 15 members of parliament.[60][clarification needed]In the 20th century, many countries other than the US placed voting restrictions on illiterate people, including: Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Ecuador, and Peru.[57]Various countries, usually countries with a dominant race within a wider population, have historically
denied the vote to people of particular races, or to all but the dominant race. This has been achieved in a number of ways:Official laws and regulations passed specifically disenfranchising people of particular races (for example, the Antebellum United States, Boer republics, pre-apartheid and apartheid South Africa, or many colonial political systems,
who provided suffrage only for white settlers and some privileged non-white groups). Canada and Australia denied suffrage for their indigenous populations until the 1960s.Indirect nothing in law specifically prevents anyone from voting on account of their race, but other laws or regulations are used to exclude people of a particular race. In southern
states of the United States of America before the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965, poll taxes, literacy and other tests were used to disenfranchise African-Americans.[58][61] Property qualifications have tended to disenfranchise a minority race, particularly if tribally owned land is not allowed to be taken into
consideration. In some cases this was an unintended (but usually welcome) consequence.[citation needed] Many African colonies after World War II until decolonization had tough education and property qualifications which practically gave meaningful representation only for rich European minorities.Unofficial nothing in law prevents anyone from
voting on account of their race, but people of particular races are intimidated or otherwise prevented from exercising this right. This was a common tactic employed by white Southerners against Freedmen during the Reconstruction Era and the following period before more formal methods of disenfranchisement became entrenched. Unofficial
discrimination could even manifest in ways which, while allowing the act of voting itself, effectively deprive it of any value for example, in Israel, the country's Arab minority has maintained a party-system separate from that of the Jewish majority. In the run-up for the country's 2015 elections, the electoral threshold was raised from 2% to 3.25%, thus
forcing the dominant Arab parties Hadash, the United Arab List, Balad and Ta'al either to run under one list or risk losing their parliamentary representation.Youth rightsActivitiesBailey v. Drexel Furniture Co.Child Labor Deterrence ActChildren's Online Privacy Protection ActKids Online Safety ActConvention on the Rights of the ChildFair Labor
Standards ActHammer v. DagenhartHistory of youth rights in the United StatesMorse v. FrederickNewsboys' strike of 1899PrezCharter of Human Rights and FreedomsWild in the StreetsTheory / conceptsAdultcentrismAdultismAgeismCriminalizationDemocracyEphebiphobiaFear of childrenFree-range parentingIntergenerational equityFuture
generationsPaternalismSocial classSuffrageTaking Children SeriouslyUniversal suffrageUnschoolingYouth activismYouth detention centerYouth empowermentYouth exclusionYouth suffrageYouth voicelssuesAdolescent sexualityAge of candidacyAge of consentAge-of-consent reformAge of majorityAge of marriageBehavior modification facilityChild
labourChildren in the militaryChild marriageCompulsory educationConscriptionCorporal punishmentat homeat schoolin lawCurfewChild abuseEmancipation of minorsGambling ageHuman rights and youth sportin loco parentisJuvenile delinquencyJuvenile courtJuvenile lawlLegal drinking age (U.S. history)Legal working ageMinimum driving
ageMarriageable ageMinor (law)Minors and abortionRestavecSchool leaving ageSmoking age (U.S. history)Status offenseUnderage drinking in the USVoting ageYouth-adult partnershipYouth participationYouth politicsYouth unemploymentYouth votingOrganizationsUnited Nations Convention on the Rights of the ChildAktAmericans for a Society Free
from Age RestrictionsCanadian Youth for ChoiceHuman Rights and Youth Rights CommissionCommon CentsCommunity Alliance for the Ethical Treatment of YouthDoSomethingFuture CoalitionGlobal Youth Action NetworkHigh School Democrats of Americalndian Youth Climate NetworkInternational Falcon Movement Socialist Educational
InternationalMermaidsNational Union of Students LGBT+ CampaignNational Youth Rights AssociationOne World Youth ProjectQueer Youth NetworkStudents for a Democratic SocietyFreechild ProjectThree O'Clock LobbyUK Youth ParliamentYouth International PartyYouth Liberation of Ann ArborThe Youth CafeYoung Communist League of
CanadaYoung Democrats of AmericaWorld Federation of Democratic YouthPeopleFletcherHansonHenryHoltKoroknay-PaliczDuffMalesPostmanYacoRelatedAges of consent in AsiaAges of consent in EuropeAges of consent in North AmericaAges of consent in OceaniaAges of consent in South AmericaAges of consent in the United StatesAnimal
rightsAnti-racismDirect democracyEgalitarianismFeminismFrench petitions against age-of-consent lawsLegal status of tattooing in European countriesLegal status of tattooing in the United StatesLibertarianismStudents' rightsYouth Olympic GamesYouth sportsYouth wingLiberation theologyCommunismSocialismMarxism Youth rights Society
portalvteMain articles: Voting age and Age of candidacyAll modern democracies require voters to meet age qualifications to vote.[citation needed] Worldwide voting ages are not consistent, differing between countries and even within countries, though the range usually varies between 16 and 21 years. The United Kingdom was the first major
democratic nation to extend suffrage to those 18 and older in 1969.[62][63] The movement to lower the voting age is one aspect of the Youth rights movement. Demeny voting has been proposed as a form of proxy voting by parents on behalf of their children who are below the age of suffrage.Nomination rules generally include age of candidacy
rules.Main article: Disfranchisement Based on criminal convictionSome countries restrict the voting rights of convicted criminals. Some countries, and some U.S. states, also deny the right to vote to those convicted of serious crimes even after they are released from prison. In some cases (e.g. in many U.S. states) the denial of the right to vote is
automatic upon a felony conviction; in other cases (e.g. France and Germany) deprivation of the vote is meted out separately, and often limited to perpetrators of specific crimes such as those against the electoral system or corruption of public officials. In the Republic of Ireland, prisoners are allowed the right to vote, following the Hirst v UK (No2)
ruling, which was granted in 2006. Canada allowed only prisoners serving a term of less than 2 years the right to vote, but this was found to be unconstitutional in 2002 by the Supreme Court of Canada in Sauv v. Canada (Chief Electoral Officer), and all prisoners have been allowed to vote as of the 2004 Canadian federal election.Under certain
electoral systems elections are held within subnational jurisdictions, thus preventing persons from voting who would otherwise be eligible on the basis that they do not reside within such a jurisdiction, or because they live in an area that cannot participate. In the United States, license plates in Washington, D.C. read "TAXATION WITHOUT
REPRESENTATION," in reference to the district not holding a seat in either the House of Representatives or Senate, however residents can vote in presidential elections based on the Twenty-third Amendment to the United States Constitution adopted in 1961. Residents of Puerto Rico enjoy neither.Sometimes citizens become ineligible to vote
because they are no longer resident in their country of citizenship. For example, Australian citizens who have been outside Australia for more than one and fewer than six years may excuse themselves from the requirement to vote in Australian elections while they remain outside Australia (voting in Australia is compulsory for resident citizens).
[64]Danish citizens that reside permanently outside Denmark lose their right to vote.[65]In some cases, a certain period of residence in a locality may required for the right to vote in that location. For example, in the United Kingdom up to 2001, each 15 February a new electoral register came into effect, based on registration as of the previous 10
October, with the effect of limiting voting to those resident five to seventeen months earlier depending on the timing of the election.Main article: Right of foreigners to voteIn most countries, suffrage is limited to citizens and, in many cases, permanent residents of that country. However, some members of supra-national organisations such as the
Commonwealth of Nations and the European Union have granted voting rights to citizens of all countries within that organisation. Until the mid-twentieth century, many Commonwealth countries gave the vote to all British citizens within the country, regardless of whether they were normally resident there. In most cases this was because there was
no distinction between British and local citizenship. Several countries qualified this with restrictions preventing non-white British citizens such as Indians and British Africans from voting. Under European Union law, citizens of European Union countries can vote in each other's local and European Parliament elections on the same basis as citizens of
the country in question, but usually not in national elections.In some countries, naturalized citizens do not have the right to vote or to be a candidate, either permanently or for a determined period.Article 5 of the 1831 Belgian Constitution made a difference between ordinary naturalization, and grande naturalisation. Only (former) foreigners who had
been granted grande naturalisation were entitled to vote, be a candidate for parliamentary elections, or be appointed minister. However, ordinary naturalized citizens could vote for municipal elections.[66] Ordinary naturalized citizens and citizens who had acquired Belgian nationality through marriage could vote, but not run as candidates for
parliamentary elections in 1976. The concepts of ordinary and grande naturalization were suppressed from the Constitution in 1991.[67]In France, the 1889 Nationality Law barred those who had acquired the French nationality by naturalization or marriage from voting, and from eligibility and access to several public jobs. In 1938 the delay was
reduced to five years.[68] These instances of discrimination, as well as others against naturalized citizens, were gradually abolished in 1973 (9 January 1973 law) and 1983.In Morocco, a former French protectorate, and in Guinea, a former French colony, naturalized citizens are prohibited from voting for five years following their naturalization.[69]
[70]In the Federated States of Micronesia, one must be a Micronesian citizen for at least 15 years to run for parliament.[71]In Nicaragua, Peru and the Philippines, only citizens by birth are eligible for being elected to the national legislature; naturalized citizens enjoy only voting rights.[72][73][74]In Uruguay, naturalized citizens have the right of
eligibility to the parliament after five years.[75]In the United States, the President and Vice President must be natural-born citizens. All other governmental offices may be held by any citizen, although citizens may only run for Congress after an extended period of citizenship (seven years for the House of Representatives and nine for the Senate).In
France, an 1872 law, rescinded by a 1945 decree, prohibited all army personnel from voting.[76]In Ireland, police (the Garda Sochna and, before 1925, the Dublin Metropolitan Police) were barred from voting in national elections, though not local elections, from 1923 to 1960.[77][78]1[79]1[80]The 1876 Constitution of Texas (article VI, section 1) stated
that "The following classes of persons shall not be allowed to vote in this State, to wit: (...) FifthAll soldiers, marines and seamen, employed in the service of the army or navy of the United States."[81]In many countries with a presidential system of government a person is forbidden to be a legislator and an official of the executive branch at the same
time. Such provisions are found, for example, in Article I of the U.S. Constitution.See also: Universal suffrage Dates by country, Timeline of women's suffrage, Timeline of women's suffrage in the United States, and Voting ageCountries with universal suffrage granted to women, 2017[82]See also: Suffrage in Australia and Voting rights of Australian
Aboriginals1855 South Australia is the first colony to allow all male suffrage to British subjects (later extended to Aboriginal Australians over the age of 21.1894 South Australian women eligible to vote.[83]1896 Tasmania becomes last colony to allow all male suffrage.1899 Western Australian women eligible to vote.[83]1902 The Commonwealth
Franchise Act enables women to vote federally and in the state of New South Wales. This legislation also allows women to run for government, making Australia the first democratic state in the world to allow this.1921 Edith Cowan is elected to the West Australian Legislative Assembly as member for West Perth, the first woman elected to any
Australian Parliament.[84]1962 Australian Aborigines guaranteed the right to vote in Commonwealth elections, however, in practice this right was dependent on Aboriginal voting rights having been granted by the individual's respective state.1965 Queensland is the last state to grant voting rights to Aboriginal Australians.1973 - After South
Australian Premier Don Dunstan introduced the Age of Majority (Reduction) Bill in October 1970, the voting age in South Australia was lowered to 18 years old in 1973. Consequently, the voting age for all federal elections was lowered from 21 to 18. The states had lowered the voting age to 18 by 1973, the first being Western Australia in 1970.See
also: The Famous Five (Canada)1871 One of the first acts of the new Province of British Columbia strips the franchise from First Nations, and ensures Chinese and Japanese people are prevented from voting.1916 Manitoba becomes the first province in which women have the right to vote in provincial elections.[85][86]1917 The federal Wartime
Elections Act gives voting rights to women with relatives fighting overseas. Voting rights are stripped from all "enemy aliens" (those born in enemy countries who arrived in Canada after 1902; see also Ukrainian Canadian internment).[87] The federal Military Voters Act gives the vote to all soldiers, even non-citizens, (with the exception of Indian and
Metis veterans)[88] and to women serving as nurses or clerks for the armed forces, but the votes are not for specific candidates but simply for or against the government.1918 Women gain full voting rights in federal elections.[89]1919 Women gain the right to run for federal office.[89]1940 Quebec becomes the last province where women's right to
vote is recognized. (see Canadian women during the world wars for more information on Canadian suffrage)1947 Racial exclusions against Chinese and Indo-Canadians lifted.1948 Racial exclusions against Japanese Canadians lifted.[90]1955 Religious exclusions are removed from election laws.[91]1960 Right to vote is extended unconditionally to
First Nations peoples. (Previously they could vote only by giving up their status as First Nations people.)[92]1960 Right to vote in advance is extended to all electors willing to swear they would be absent on election day.[93]1965 First Nations people granted the right to vote in Alberta provincial elections, starting with the 1967 Alberta general
election.[92]1969 First Nations people granted the right to vote in Quebec provincial elections, starting with the 1970 Quebec general election.[92]1970 Voting age lowered from 21 to 18.[94]1982 The new Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms guarantees all adult citizens the right to vote.1988 Supreme Court of Canada rules mentally ill patients
have the right to vote.[95]1993 Any elector can vote in advance.[91]2000 Legislation is introduced making it easier for people of no fixed address to vote.2002 Prisoners given the right to vote in the riding (voting district) where they were convicted. All adult Canadians except the Chief and Deputy Electoral Officers can now vote in Canada.[96]2019
The Supreme Court of Canada rules that portions of the federal Canada Elections Act which prevent citizens who have been living abroad for more than five years from voting by mail are in violation of Section 3 of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms and thus unconstitutional.[97]The European Union has given the right to vote in municipal
elections to the citizen of another EU country by the Council Directive 94/80/EG from 19 December 1994.[98]1907 - Universal suffrage in all elections for all over 24 years 0ld[99]2000 Section 14, al. 2 of the 2000 Constitution of Finland states that "Every Finnish citizen and every foreigner permanently resident in Finland, having attained eighteen
years of age, has the right to vote in municipal elections and municipal referendums, as provided by an Act. Provisions on the right to otherwise participate in municipal government are laid down by an Act."[100]11 August 1792: Introduction of universal suffrage (men only)1795: Universal suffrage for men is replaced with indirect Census suffrage13
December 1799: The French Consulate re-establishes male universal suffrage increased from 246,000 to over 9million.In 1850 (31 May): The number of people eligible to vote is reduced by 30% by excluding criminals and the homeless.Napoleon III calls a referendum in 1851 (21 December), all men aged 21 and over are allowed to vote. Male
universal suffrage is established thereafter.As of 21 April 1944 the franchise is extended to women over 21.Effective 9 July 1974 the minimum age to vote is reduced to 18 years 0ld.[101]1848 male citizens (citizens of state in German Confederation), adult and "independent" got voting rights, male voting population - 85%[102][103]1849 male citizens
above 25, not disfranchised, not declared legally incapable, did not claim pauper relief a year before the election, not a bankrupt nor in bankruptcy proceedings, not convicted of electoral fraud,[104]1866 male citizens above 25 (citizen for at least three years), not disfranchised, not declared legally incapable, did not claim pauper relief a year before
the election, enrolled on the electoral roll, inhabitant of the electoral district,[105]1869 male citizens above 25 (citizens of state in North German Confederation), not disfranchised, not a bankrupt nor in bankruptcy proceedings, not serving soldier, did not claim pauper relief a year before the election, inhabitant of the electoral district, not in prison,
not declared legally incapable,[106]1918 - full suffrage for all citizens above 20[107]1970 - full suffrage for all citizens above 18[108]2019 - suffrage for citizens with insanity defense, and persons under guardianship.[109]Since the very first Indian general election held in 195152, universal suffrage for all adult citizens aged 21 or older was
established under Article 326 of the Constitution of India. The minimum voting age was reduced to 18 years by the 61st Amendment, effective 28 March 1989.Main article: History of the franchise in IrelandThe Supreme Court states that "the rules derogating from the passive electoral law must be strictly interpreted".[110]Main article: Suffrage in
Japan1889 Male taxpayers above 25 that paid at least 15 JPY of tax got voting rights,[111] the voting population were 450,000 (1.1% of Japan population),[112]1900 Male taxpayers above 25 that paid at least 10 JPY of tax got voting rights, the voting population were 980,000 (2.2% of Japan population),[112]1919 Male taxpayers above 25 that paid at
least 3 JPY of tax got voting rights, the voting population were 3,070,000 (5.5% of Japan population)[113]1925 Male above 25 got voting rights, the voting population were 12,410,000 (20% of Japan population),[112]1945 Japan citizens above 20 got voting rights, the voting population were 36,880,000 (48.7% of Japan population),[113]2015 Japan
citizens above 18 got voting rights, voting population - 83.3% of Japan population.[114]Main article: History of voting in New Zealand1853 British government passes the New Zealand Constitution Act 1852, granting limited self-rule, including a bicameral parliament, to the colony. The vote was limited to male British subjects aged 21 or over who
owned or rented sufficient property and were not imprisoned for a serious offence. Communally owned land was excluded from the property qualification, thus disenfranchising most Mori (indigenous) men.1860 Franchise extended to holders of miner's licenses who met all voting qualifications except that of property.1867 Mori seats established,
giving Mori four reserved seats in the lower house. There was no property qualification; thus Mori men gained universal suffrage before other New Zealanders. The number of seats did not reflect the size of the Mori population, but Mori men who met the property requirement for general electorates were able to vote in them or in the Mori
electorates but not both.1879 Property requirement abolished.1893 Women won equal voting rights with men, making New Zealand the first nation in the world to allow women to vote.1969 Voting age lowered to 20.1974 Voting age lowered to 18.1975 Franchise extended to permanent residents of New Zealand, regardless of whether they have
citizenship.1996 Number of Mori seats increased to reflect Mori population.2010 Prisoners imprisoned for one year or more denied voting rights while serving the sentence.1814 The Norwegian constitution gave male landowners or officials above the age of 25 full voting rights.[115]1885 Male taxpayers that paid at least 500 NOK of tax (800 NOK in
towns) got voting rights.1900 Universal suffrage for men over 25.1901 Women, over 25, paying tax or having common household with a man paying tax, got the right to vote in local elections.1909 Women, over 25, paying tax or having common household with a man paying tax, got full voting rights.1913 Universal suffrage for all over 25, applying
from the election in 1915.1920 Voting age lowered to 23.[116]1946 Voting age lowered to 21.1967 Voting age lowered to 20.1978 Voting age lowered to 18.1918 In its first days of independence in 1918, after 123 years of partition, voting rights were granted to both men and women. Eight women were elected to the Sejm in 1919.1952 Voting age
lowered to 18.See also: Voting rights in Singapore1910 The Union of South Africa is established by the South Africa Act 1909. The House of Assembly is elected by first-past-the-post voting in single-member constituencies. The franchise qualifications are the same as those previously existing for elections of the legislatures of the colonies that
comprised the Union. In the Transvaal and the Orange Free State the franchise is limited to white men. In Natal the franchise is limited to men meeting property and literacy qualifications; it was theoretically colour-blind but in practise nearly all non-white men were excluded. The traditional "Cape Qualified Franchise" of the Cape Province is limited
to men meeting property and literacy qualifications and is colour-blind; nonetheless 85% of voters are white. The rights of non-white voters in the Cape Province are protected by an entrenched clause in the South Africa Act requiring a two-thirds vote in a joint sitting of both Houses of Parliament.1930 The Women's Enfranchisement Act, 1930
extends the right to vote to all white women over the age of 21.1931 The Franchise Laws Amendment Act, 1931 removes the property and literacy qualifications for all white men over the age of 21, but they are retained for non-white voters.1936 The Representation of Natives Act, 1936 removes black voters in the Cape Province from the common
voters' roll and instead allows them to elect three "Native Representative Members" to the House of Assembly. Four Senators are to be indirectly elected by chiefs and local authorities to represent black South Africans throughout the country. The act is passed with the necessary two-thirds majority in a joint sitting.1951 The Separate Representation
of Voters Act, 1951 is passed by Parliament by an ordinary majority in separate sittings. It purports to remove coloured voters in the Cape Province from the common voters' roll and instead allow them to elect four "Coloured Representative Members" to the House of Assembly.1952 In Harris v Minister of the Interior the Separate Representation of
Voters Act is annulled by the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court because it was not passed with the necessary two-thirds majority in a joint sitting. Parliament passes the High Court of Parliament Act, 1952, purporting to allow it to reverse this decision, but the Appellate Division annuls it as well.1956 By packing the Senate and the Appellate
Division, the government passes the South Africa Act Amendment Act, 1956, reversing the annulment of the Separate Representation of Voters Act and giving it the force of law.1958 The Electoral Law Amendment Act, 1958 reduces the voting age for white voters from 21 to 18.1959 The Promotion of Bantu Self-government Act, 1959 repeals the
Representation of Natives Act, removing all representation of black people in Parliament.1968 The Separate Representation of Voters Amendment Act, 1968 repeals the Separate Representation of Voters Act, removing all representation of coloured people in Parliament.1969 The first election of the Coloured Persons Representative Council (CPRC),
which has limited legislative powers, is held. Every Coloured citizen over the age of 21 can vote for its members, in first-past-the-post elections in single-member constituencies.1978 The voting age for the CPRC is reduced from 21 to 18.1981 The first election of the South African Indian Council (SAIC), which has limited legislative powers, is held.
Every Indian South African citizen over the age of 18 can vote for its members, in first-past-the-post elections in single-member constituencies.1984 The Constitution of 1983 establishes the Tricameral Parliament. Two new Houses of Parliament are created, the House of Representatives to represent coloured citizens and the House of Delegates to
represent Indian citizens. Every coloured and Indian citizen over the age of 18 can vote in elections for the relevant house. As with the House of Assembly, the members are elected by first-past-the-post voting in single-member constituencies. The CPRC and SAIC are abolished.1994 With the end of apartheid, the Interim Constitution of 1993 abolishes
the Tricameral Parliament and all racial discrimination in voting rights. A new National Assembly is created, and every South African citizen over the age of 18 has the right to vote for the assembly. The right to vote is also extended to long term residents. It is estimated the 500 000 foreign nationals voted in the 1994 national and provincial elections.
Elections of the assembly are based on party-list proportional representation. The right to vote is enshrined in the Bill of Rights.1999 In August and Another v Electoral Commission and Others the Constitutional Court rules that prisoners cannot be denied the right to vote without a law that explicitly does s0.2003 The Electoral Laws Amendment Act,
2003 purports to prohibit convicted prisoners from voting.2004 In Minister of Home Affairs v NICRO and Others the Constitutional Court rules that prisoners cannot be denied the right to vote, and invalidates the laws that do s0.2009 In Richter v Minister for Home Affairs and Others the Constitutional Court rules that South African citizens outside
the country cannot be denied the right to vote.1931 - Donoughmore Constitution granted equal suffrage for women and men, with voting possible at 21 with no property restrictions.1809 New constitution adopted and separation of powers outlined in the Instrument of Government.1810 The Riksdag Act, setting out the procedures of functioning of the
Riksdag, is introduced.1862 Under the municipal laws of 1862, some women were entitled to vote in local elections.1865 Parliament of Four Estates abolished and replaced by a bicameral legislature. The members of the First Chamber were elected indirectly by the county councils and the municipal assemblies in the larger towns and cities.1909 All
men who had done their military service and who paid tax were granted suffrage.1918 Universal, and equal suffrage were introduced for local elections.1919 Universal, equal, and women's suffrage granted for general elections.1921 First general election with universal, equal, and women's suffrage enacted, although some groups were still unable to
vote.1922 Requirement that men had to have completed national military service to be able to vote abolished.1937 Interns in prisons and institutions granted suffrage.1945 Individuals who had gone into bankruptcy or were dependent on welfare granted suffrage.1970 Indirectly elected upper chamber dismantled.[117][relevant?]1974 Instrument of
Government stopped being enforced.[needs context].1989 The final limitations on suffrage abolished along with the Riksdag's decision to abolish the 'declaration of legal incompetency'.[118]Main article: Women in Turkish politics1926 Turkish civil code (Equality in civil rights)1930 Right to vote in local elections1933 First woman muhtar (Village
head) Glkz rbl in Demircidere village, Aydn Province1934 Right to vote in General elections1935 First 18 Women MPs in Turkish parliament1950 First woman city mayor Mfide lhan in MersinSee also: Reform Acts, Elections in the United Kingdom History, and Women's suffrage in the United KingdomThe Chartists' National Convention at the British
Coffee House in February 1839From 1265, a few percent of the adult male population in the Kingdom of England (of which Wales was a full and equal member from 1542) were able to vote in parliamentary elections that occurred at irregular intervals to the Parliament of England.[119][120] The franchise for the Parliament of Scotland developed
separately. King Henry VI of England established in 1432 that only owners of property worth at least forty shillings, a significant sum, were entitled to vote in an English county constituency. The franchise was restricted to males by custom rather than statute.[121] Changes were made to the details of the system, but there was no major reform until
the Reform Act 1832.[nb 3] A series of Reform Acts and Representation of the People Acts followed. In 1918, all men over 21 and some women over 30 won the right to vote, and in 1928 all women over 21 won the right to vote resulting in universal suffrage.[123]Reform Act 1832 extended voting rights to adult males who rented propertied land of a
certain value, so allowing 1 in 7 adult males in the UK voting rights.Chartism The People's Charter was drawn up in 1838 by the London Working Men's Association. The following year, the first Chartist petition was presented to House of Commons. Further Chartist petitions were presented in 1842 and 1848.[124]Reform Act 1867 extended the
franchise to men in urban areas who met a property qualification, so increasing male suffrage.Reform Act 1884 addressed imbalances between the boroughs and the countryside; this brought the voting population to 5,500,000, although 40% of males were still disenfranchised because of the property qualification.Between 1885 and 1918 moves were
made by the women's suffrage movement to ensure votes for women. However, the duration of the First World War stopped this reform movement.Representation of the People Act 1918 the consequences of World War I persuaded the government to expand the right to vote, not only for the many men who fought in the war who were disenfranchised,
but also for the women who worked in factories, agriculture and elsewhere as part of the war effort, often substituting for enlisted men and including dangerous work such as in munitions factories. All men aged 21 and over were given the right to vote. Property restrictions for voting were lifted for men. The local government franchise was extended
to include all women over 21, on the same terms as men. Parliamentary Votes were given to 40% of women, with property restrictions and limited to those over 30 years old. This increased the electorate from 7.7million to 21.4million with women making up 8.5million of the electorate. Seven percent of the electorate had more than one vote, either
because they owned business property or because they were university graduates. The first election with this system was the 1918 general election.Representation of the People Act 1928 equal suffrage for women and men, with voting possible at 21 with no property restrictions.Representation of the People Act 1948 removed plural voting in
parliamentary elections for university graduates and business owners.Representation of the People Act 1969 extension of suffrage to those 18 and older, the first major democratic country to do so,[62][125] and abolition of plural voting in local government elections.Main article: Voting rights in the United StatesThe Constitution of the United States
did not originally define who was eligible to vote, allowing each state to decide this status. In the early history of the U.S., most states allowed only white male adult property owners to vote (about 6% of the population).[126][127] By 1856 property ownership requirements were eliminated in all states, giving suffrage to most white men. However, tax-
paying requirements remained in five states until 1860 and in two states until the 20th century.[128][129]Since the Civil War, five amendments to the Constitution have limited the ways in which the right to vote may be restricted in American elections, though none have added a general right to vote.[nb 4]15th Amendment (1870): "The right of
citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude."19th Amendment (1920): "The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex."23rd Amendment
(1961): provides that residents of the District of Columbia can vote for the President and Vice President.24th Amendment (1964): "The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any primary or other election for President or Vice President, for electors for President or Vice President, or for Senator or Representative in Congress, shall not be
denied or abridged by the United States or any State by reason of failure to pay any poll tax or other tax." This did not change the rules for state elections.26th Amendment (1971): "The right of citizens of the United States, who are eighteen years of age or older, to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account
of age."The use of grandfather clauses to allow European-Americans to vote while excluding African-Americans from voting was ruled unconstitutional in the 1915 decision Guinn v. United States. States continued to use literacy tests and poll taxes, which also disenfranchised poor white citizens. Racial equality in voting was substantially secured after
the passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, a major victory in the Civil Rights Movement. State elections, it was not until the 1966 decision Harper v. Virginia Board of Elections that the U.S. Supreme Court declared state poll taxes violated the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment.[130][131]Main article: Timeline of first women's
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fought for the right to vote..What is suffrage?Suffragettes campaigning against the Liberal Party during the 1910 election.Suffrage means the right to vote in political elections.It is a sad fact that throughout history, there have been many restrictions placed on who can and cant vote, based on things like age, gender, race, education, wealth and social
status.During the late 19th and early 20th centuries, men in the UK had the right to vote but women did not.Many people including women didnt believe that women should be able to vote. Even Queen Victoriacalled the fight for womens rights a mad, wicked folly despite being a powerful woman herself!The suffragist movementA Suffragette
procession through London, 1914.In thelate 19th and early 20th centuries, many women started to campaign for womens rights. The focus of their attention? The right to vote. This became known as the suffragist movement.During this time, two main political groups formed, the National Union of Womens Suffrage Societies and the Womens Social
and Political Union.These groups came to be known by two different nicknames, invented by some newspapers who sought to ridicule them; the Suffragists and the Suffragettes.The two groups used very different tactics to draw attention to their cause but their message was very much the same. They wore the colourspurple, white and greenand
made banners, badges and sashes with the words Votes for Women displayed on them.Who were the Suffragists?Millicent Garrett Fawcett, President of the NUWSS addresses her suffragists at a meeting in Hyde Park, 1913.The suffragists were members of the National Union of Womens Suffrage Societies (NUWSS) and were lead by Millicent Garrett
Fawcett during the height of the suffrage movement, 1890 1919.They campaigned for votes for middle-class, property-owning women and believed in peaceful protest. Millicent thought that if the organisation was seen to be thoughtful, intelligent and law-abiding, that they would win the respect of Parliament and in time, be granted the vote.By 1900,
the Suffragists hard work was starting to make waves. Several Bills (a proposed law) in favour of womens suffrage won support in Parliament, but not enough to pass Yet!Who were the Suffragettes?’Emmeline Pankhurst leader of the Suffragettes being arrested outside Buckingham Palace in 1914.Emmeline Pankhurstwas a former member of the
NUWSS and a supporter of womens suffrage. After becoming frustrated with the Suffragists approach, she broke off and formed her own society the Womens Social and Political Union (WSPU). The society was moreinclusive and welcomed women from all different walks of life. Emmelines daughters,Christabel and Syliva, were also active in the
cause.From 1905onwards the Suffragettes campaign became more violent. Their motto was Deeds Not Words and they began using more aggressive tactics to get people to listen. This included breaking windows, planting bombs, handcuffing themselves to railings and going on hunger strikes.Suffragettes and the lawImprisoned Suffragettes wave
through the windows of Holloway Prison, London, in 1909.Many protesting Suffragettes were arrested for law-breaking and many went to prison. In further protest, Suffragettes would go on hunger strike(stop eating) in prison. To stop them from becoming ill, they would often be held down and force-fed by prison staff in a particularly unpleasant
procedure!To prevent any Suffragettes on hunger strike from dying in prison, Parliament introduced the Cat and Mouse Act. This meant that hunger-strikers were temporarily released from prison until they recovered before being re-arrested and locked up again!Emmeline Pankhurst (centre) and her daughter, Christabel (third from the left), are
welcomed by friends and supporters after their release from prison in 1908.In 1913, Suffragette Emily Wilding Davison stepped out in front of the Kings racehorse during a race at Epsom, and died a tragic death after being trampled on. Whilst no one knows for sure what Emily was hoping to do exactly, its believed she was trying to pin a banner of
suffragette colours to the Kings horse.Emilys death and the cruel police treatment of the Suffragettessparked public anger and gathered sympathy and support to the womens cause.The suffragist movement during WWIA group of womens making weapons in a factory in 1917.The outbreak of World War 1changed life as people knew it BIG time! In
the midst of such huge international conflict, both Emmeline Pankhurst and Millicent Fawcett temporarily stopped campaigning and instead encouraged women to join thewar effort in the spirit of national unity.World War 1 also drastically changed womens role in society. Before the war, a womans place had been in the home, cooking, washing,
cleaning and raising her children. But when the war began, women were needed to lend a hand! Millions of men had been sent away to fight, leaving vacant jobs that were essential to keeping the country running. Many women went to work for the first time in lots of different industries even indangerousmunitions factoriesmakingweaponsfor the
war!The Representation of the People ActA Suffragette holds a Votes for Women sign during a demonstration in London.In 1918, the efforts of the womens suffrage movement finally had a breakthrough. A Bill was passed through Parliament that granted some women the right to vote. They had to be over the age of 30 and own property, or be
married to someone who owned property. Despite the restrictions, it was still a big victory, giving8.4 million womenthe vote!However, there was still a long way to go until all women had the same voting rights as men who could vote from the age of 21 regardless of property. In fact, it took another ten years untilwomen received equal suffrage with
men, in 1928.How are the Suffragettes remembered?A monument to Emmeline Pankhurst stands in Victoria Tower Gardens, London, next to the Houses of Parliament.There is some divided opinion over the violent tactics the Suffragettes used to spread their message. On several occasions, they were lucky that no one was seriously injured, or even
killed, by the bombs they planted. But there is no doubt that they areremembered as incredibly courageous, forward-thinking women who stood up for what they believed in often laying their lives on the line in the process!They paved the way for future generations of women. Without them, your grandmothers, mums, aunties, friends and sisters even
you! might have had considerably fewer rights today.Thats not to say that the fight for womens rights is over. Around the world, including in the UK, men are still likely to be paid more than a woman for doing exactly the same job. And there are many countries today where women still lack basic rights that we take for granted.So lets make sure the
future looks even brighter for womens rights!What did you think of our Suffragettes facts? Let us know by leaving a comment below!Dr. Pols got your goat! He has his hands full with two fast Boer goats.
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