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adjective	jump	to	other	results	good	or	usefulThe	tests	have	so	far	yielded	positive	results.The	contributions	have	a	positive	impact	on	the	lives	of	hundreds	of	children.Overseas	investment	has	had	a	positive	effect	on	exports.His	family	have	been	a	very	positive	influence	on	him.The	only	positive	outcome	of	that	day	was	that	our	country	came
together.	to	make	a	positive	contribution	to	a	discussion	opposite	negative	expressing	agreement	or	supportIt's	always	nice	to	get	positive	feedback.We've	had	a	very	positive	response	to	the	idea.The	company	expects	a	positive	reaction	to	these	new	products.	There	were	some	overwhelmingly	positive	reviews.	I	should	probably	say	something
positive.	opposite	negativeExtra	ExamplesMost	of	his	remarks	were	positive,	but	there	were	a	few	criticisms.The	feedback	from	the	public	was	very	positive.Topics	Opinion	and	argumenta2	directed	at	dealing	with	something	or	producing	a	successful	resultWe	must	take	positive	steps	to	deal	with	the	problem.In	the	last	few	years,	positive	changes
have	been	made.	It	will	require	positive	action	by	all	in	the	industry.	opposite	negativeTopics	Successb1	thinking	about	what	is	good	in	a	situation;	feeling	confident	and	sure	that	something	good	will	happena	positive	attitude/outlookthe	power	of	positive	thinking	positive	about	something	She	tried	to	be	more	positive	about	her	new	job.On	the
positive	side,	profits	have	increased.The	report	ended	on	a	positive	note.There	were	times	when	it	was	difficult	to	remain	positive.	Analysts	remain	positive	on	the	outlook	for	the	shares	over	the	long	term.	Another	positive	sign	is	that	many	companies	have	recently	raised	their	dividend	payouts.	The	goal	was	to	create	a	positive	image	of	older
workers.	opposite	negativeExtra	ExamplesHe	sounded	very	positive	about	his	chances.He	took	a	highly	positive	view	of	the	matter.Topics	Personal	qualitiesb1Oxford	Collocations	DictionaryverbsadverbprepositionSee	full	entry	showing	clear	evidence	that	a	particular	substance	or	medical	condition	is	presenta	positive	pregnancy	testThe	athlete
tested	positive	for	steroids.If	your	test	results	are	positive,	it	means	that	blood	was	detected.	to	be	HIV	positiveThe	test	proved	positive.	opposite	negativeOxford	Collocations	DictionaryverbsadverbprepositionSee	full	entry	[not	before	noun]	(of	a	person)	completely	sure	that	something	is	correct	or	true	positive	about	something	I	can't	be	positive
about	what	time	it	happened.	positive	(that)	She	was	positive	that	he	had	been	there.I'm	absolutely	positive	it	was	him.Are	you	sure?	Positive.Synonyms	suresureconfident	convinced	certain	positive	clearThese	words	all	describe	somebody	who	knows	without	doubt	that	something	is	true	or	will	happen.sure	[not	before	noun]	without	any	doubt	that
you	are	right,	that	something	is	true,	that	you	will	get	something	or	that	something	will	happen:Is	that	John	over	there?	Im	not	sure.Are	you	sure	about	that?England	must	win	this	game	to	be	sure	of	qualifying.	Sure	is	often	used	in	negative	statements	and	questions,	because	there	is	some	doubt	or	worry	over	the	matter.	If	there	is	no	doubt,	people
often	say	quite	sure:	Im	quite	sure	(that)	I	left	my	bag	here	(=	I	have	no	doubt	about	it).	confident	completely	sure	that	something	will	happen	in	the	way	that	you	want	or	expect:Im	quite	confident	that	youll	get	the	job.The	team	feels	confident	of	winning.	Confident	is	a	stronger	and	more	definite	word	than	sure	and	is	more	often	used	in	positive
statements,	when	you	feel	no	worry.convinced	[not	before	noun]	completely	sure	that	something	is	true	or	right,	especially	because	the	evidence	seems	to	prove	it	or	somebody	else	has	persuaded	you	to	believe	it:Im	convinced	that	shes	innocent.certain	[not	usually	before	noun]	sure	that	you	are	right	or	that	something	is	true:Are	you	absolutely
certain	about	this?	sure	or	certain?Like	sure,	certain	is	often	used	in	negative	statements	and	questions.	It	is	slightly	more	formal	than	sure;	sure	is	more	frequent,	especially	in	spoken	English.positive	[not	before	noun]	(rather	informal)	completely	sure	that	something	is	true:She	was	positive	that	hed	been	there.Are	you	sure?	Positive.clear	(often
used	in	negative	statements	and	questions)	having	no	doubt	or	confusion	about	something:My	memory	isnt	really	clear	on	that	point.Patternssure/confident/convinced/certain/positive/clear	about	somethingsure/confident/convinced/certain	of	somethingsure/confident/convinced/certain/positive/clear	thatsure/certain/clear	who/what/how,	etc.to	feel
sure/confident/convinced/certain/positivequite/absolutely/completely/fairly/pretty	sure/confident/convinced/certain/positive/clearnot	altogether	sure/confident/convinced/certain/clearTopics	Doubt,	guessing	and	certaintyb2Oxford	Collocations	DictionaryverbsadverbprepositionSee	full	entry	giving	clear	and	definite	proof	or	information	synonym
conclusiveThe	results	show	a	positive	correlation	between	exercise	and	self-esteem.We	have	no	positive	evidence	that	she	was	involved.	(formal)	This	is	proof	positive	that	he	stole	the	money.	[only	before	noun]	(informal)	complete	and	definite	synonym	absoluteHe	has	a	positive	genius	for	upsetting	people.It	was	a	positive	miracle	that	we	survived.	(of
a	statement)	expressing	something	that	is	true,	did	happen,	etc.;	not	containing	words	such	as	no,	not,	never,	etc.A	positive	statement	has	a	negative	question	tag.	opposite	negative	(2)Topics	Languagea1	greater	than	zero	opposite	negativeTopics	Maths	and	measurementb2	(specialist)	containing	or	producing	the	type	of	electricity	that	is	carried	by	a
protona	positive	chargethe	positive	terminal	of	a	battery	opposite	negative	Word	Originlate	Middle	English:	from	Old	French	positif,	-ive	or	Latin	positivus,	from	posit-	placed,	from	the	verb	ponere.	The	original	sense	referred	to	laws	as	being	formally	laid	down,	which	led	to	the	sense	explicitly	laid	down	and	admitting	no	question,	hence	certain.See
positive	in	the	Oxford	Advanced	American	DictionarySee	positive	in	the	Oxford	Learner's	Dictionary	of	Academic	English	Positive	positive	adj.	1	certain	VERBS	be,	seem,	sound	ADV.	absolutely,	quite	I'm	absolutely	positive	it	was	him.	|	fairly	PREP.	about	She	seemed	fairly	positive	about	it.	|	of	Are	you	positive	of	your	facts?	2	hopeful	and
confident/encouraging	VERBS	appear,	be,	feel,	seem,	sound	|	remain	ADV.	distinctly,	extremely,	highly,	overwhelmingly,	really,	very	He	took	a	highly	positive	view	of	the	matter.	|	entirely,	wholly	|	fairly,	mildly,	moderately,	quite	|	broadly,	essentially,	generally	|	apparently,	seemingly	PREP.	about	sounding	very	positive	about	his	chances	3	showing
that	sth	has	happened/is	present	VERBS	be,	prove,	test	The	test	proved	positive.	ADV.	strongly,	weakly	(both	technical)	PREP.	for	He	tested	positive	for	HIV.	T	in	WordNetn.a	film	showing	a	photographic	image	whose	tones	correspond	to	those	of	the	original	subjectadj.characterized	by	or	displaying	affirmation	or	acceptance	or	certainty	etc.a	positive
attitudethe	reviews	were	all	positivea	positive	benefita	positive	demandhaving	a	positive	electric	charge;	electropositiveprotons	are	positiveinvolving	advantage	or	good;	plusa	plus	(or	positive)	factorindicating	existence	or	presence	of	a	suspected	condition	or	pathogen;	confirminga	positive	pregnancy	testformally	laid	down	or	imposed;
prescribedpositive	lawsimpossible	to	deny	or	disprove;	incontrovertible,	irrefutableincontrovertible	proof	of	the	defendant's	innocenceproof	positivean	irrefutable	argumentof	or	relating	to	positivism;	positivist,	positivisticpositivist	thinkerspositivist	doctrinepositive	philosophyreckoned,	situated	or	tending	in	the	direction	which	naturally	or	arbitrarily
is	taken	to	indicate	increase	or	progress	or	onward	motionpositive	increase	in	graduating	studentsgreater	than	zeropositive	numbersmarked	by	excessive	confidence;	cocksure,	overconfidentan	arrogant	and	cocksure	materialistso	overconfident	and	impudent	as	to	speak	to	the	queenthe	less	he	knows	the	more	positive	he	getspersuaded	of;	very	sure;
convinced(p),	positive(p),	confident(p)were	convinced	that	it	would	be	to	their	advantage	to	joinI	am	positive	he	is	lyingwas	confident	he	would	wincertain,	very	sure,	dead	certain	Are	you	positive	it	was	Ming?	Do	you	know	for	sure	it	was	him?|When	long-term	debt	interest	rates	are	higher	than	short-term	debt	rates	(because	of	the	increased	risk
involved	with	long-term	debt	security).positivessyn.:	absolute	assured	certain	convinced	definite	sureant.:	negative	For	many	in	the	development	community,	the	four	objectives	were	seen	as	positive,	promoting	development	as	long	as	they	did	not	cost	too	much.-20166A	reasonable	assumptiondon't	families	struggle	to	avoid	nursing	homes	and	suffer
real	guilt	if	they	can't?	In	the	initial	results,	assisted	living	residents	did	paint	the	most	positive	picture.-20166Its	negative	effects	more	than	cancel	out	its	positive	effects.-201612Economist	Carl	Weinberg	believes	the	negative	effects	of	plunging	oil	prices	are	overwhelming	the	positive	effects	of	cheaper	oil.-201612The	name	Healthy	Choice	was
chosen	for	the	positive	implication	it	held	for	consumers.-201512Although	the	negative	emotions	associated	with	romantic	love	fear	of	loss,	disappointment	and	jealousy	are	fairly	consistent	across	cultures,	the	positive	feelings	can	vary.-20136"If	you	ask	Japanese	students	to	list	the	positive	attributes	they	expect	in	a	romantic	partner,	they	rate	highly
things	like	loyalty,	commitment	and	devotion,"	says	O'Sullivan.-20136they	tend	to	exaggerate	each	other's	positive	qualities-20136The	$11	billion	self-help	industry	is	built	on	the	idea	that	you	should	turn	negative	thoughts	like	"I	never	do	anything	right"	into	positive	ones	like	"I	can	succeed-20106But	was	positive	thinking	advocate	Norman	Vincent
Peale	right-20106Is	there	power	in	positive	thinking?-20106In	fact,	their	moods	turned	significantly	darker	than	those	of	members	of	the	control	group,	who	weren't	urged	to	think	positive	thoughts-20106It	is	based	on	the	concept	of	positive	thinking.-20106It	has	yielded	positive	results-20106Encouraging	positive	thinking	many	do	more	harm	than
good.-20106The	power	of	positive	thinking	is	limited-20106Self-affirmation	can	bring	a	positive	change	to	one's	mood.-20106Forcing	a	person	to	think	positive	thoughts	may	lower	their	self-esteem-20106The	effects	of	positive	thinking	vary	from	person	to	person.-20106Researchers	have	found	that	caring	for	the	elderly	can	be	a	very	positive
experience.-20116He	maintains	most	of	the	feedback	he	has	received	has	been	overwhelmingly	positive.201912	Section	AHe	thinks	AI	will	be	positive	for	humans.201812	Section	CIn	the	initial	results,	assisted	living	residents	did	paint	the	most	positive	picture.20166	Section	BThankfully	the	emergency	services	have	again	worked	well	together	to
ensure	a	positive	outcome.201912	Section	AThe	name	"Healthy	Choice"	was	chosen	for	the	positive	implication	it	held	for	consumers.201512	Section	CThe	students	were	actually	very	positive	about	the	experience.201912	Section	CThus,	rising	microwave	sales	could	be	seen	as	a	positive	thing.201912	Section	CThey	seem	to	be	turning
inwardgenerally	in	a	pro-social	manner,	certainly	with	positive	benefits	for	intimate	relationships,	but	too	often	at	the	expense	of	a	connection	with	the	present	and	future	world	beyond,	including	the	society	they	will	one	day	inherit.-20166The	gold	standard	study	by	Harvard	and	Columbia	University	scholars	found	that	even	in	high-poverty	schools,
teachers	consistently	had	a	huge	positive	or	negative	impact.-20166Pretty	positive.-20166One	prevalent	quality	we	have	found	in	teens'	statements	about	themselves,	their	friends	and	their	families	is	a	strikingly	positive	emotional	tone.-20166In	those	essays,	and	in	follow-up	interviews	with	a	few	of	the	teenagers,	we	found	lots	of	insight,	positive
feeling	and	inspirational	thinking.-20166Still,	there	are	good	reasons	to	make	positive	changes	in	how	we	live	and	what	we	eat	as	we	age.-20166The	Paris	agreement	has	been	widely	hailed	as	a	positive	step	forward	in	addressing	climate	change	for	all,	although	the	details	on	addressing	climate	justice	can	be	best	described	as	sketchy.-201612One
analyst	suggests	it	is	necessary	to	accept	both	the	positive	and	negative	aspects	of	innovative	products.-201612Consistent	messaging	of	positive	behaviors	will	show	healthier	lifestyles	for	kids	to	follow.-201612The	researchers	concluded	that	role	model	selection	can	have	a	positive	or	negative	outcome	on	a	teenager's	psychosocial
development.-20136Even	a	few	negative	effects	could	be	so	large	that	they	outweigh	many	positive	effects,"	he	says.-20126The	positive	effects	of	goal-setting	outweigh	its	negative	effects-20126The	personality	ethic	suggested	it	was	one's	attitude,	not	behavior,	that	inspired	success,	and	this	ethic	was	founded	on	a	belief	of	positive	mental
attitude.-201112The	personality	ethic	suggests	that	people	are	likely	to	succeed	if	they	have	positive	mental	attitude-201112On	a	positive	note,	fathers	are	increasingly	involving	themselves	with	their	children.-201012Barack	Obama	really	is	a	positive	role	model	for	African	Americans,	and	he	was	making	an	impact	even	before	he	got	to	the	White
House.-20106Lingering	racism	If	the	Obama	effect	is	positive	for	African	Americans,	how	is	it	affecting	their	white	compatriots	()-20106There	is	no	easy	way	to	measure	racism	directly;	instead	psychologists	assess	what	is	known	as	"implicit	bias",	using	a	computer-based	test	that	measures	how	quickly	people	associate	positive	and	negative
wordssuch	as	"love"	or	"evil"with	photos	of	black	or	white	faces.-20106But	many	papers	lack	interest	in	reporting	something	positive	like	peace,	love	and	generosity.-20126"This	study	shows	the	importance	of	so-called	non-cognitive'	or	soft	skills	in	contributing	to	children's	positive	peer	relationships,	which,	in	turn,	contribute	to	their	academic
success,"said	Kenneth	Dodge,	director	of	the	Duke	Center	for	Child	and	Fami201812	Section	CA	2016	study	found	that	users	had	a	"consistently	positive	attitude"	about	the	giraff	robot's	ability	to	enhance	communication	and	decrease	feelings	of	loneliness.201812	Section	CA	few	weeks	after	this	positive	dress	rehearsal,	the	young	lawyer	did
win.20176	Section	BAlso,	stereotypes	are	often	positive,	particularly	of	groups	that	we	ourselves	belong	to.201712	Section	CBut	the	status	quo	can	be	problematic,	since	a	change	in	the	course	of	action	can	sometimes	be	important	and	lead	to	a	positive	outcome.20186	Section	CChanging	your	beliefs	about	the	nature	of	your	self-control	can	have
positive	effects	on	character	development.201812	Section	BExercise,	diet,	cognitive	stimulation	showed	some	positive	effects,	although	the	evidence	was	not	so	strong	that	we	could	actually	consider	these	firmly	established.20166	Section	CFeeling	both	positive	and	negative	emotions	is	a	natural	part	of	being	human.201612	Section	CHowever,	given
that	there	is	at	least	some	evidence	for	positive	effects	from	some	of	these	lifestyle	changes,	plus	other	benefits	apparently	unrelated	to	cognitive	decline,	Burke	was	willing	to	offer	some	recommendations.20166	Section	CIf	we	attend	to	these	areas,	a	child's	success	may	reinforce	itself	with	positive	feedback	loops.201812	Section	CIndifferent
relationships	are	neither	positive	nor	negative.20196	Section	CInstead	of	narrowing	our	focus,	like	negative	emotions	do,	positive	emotions	affect	our	brains	in	ways	that	increase	our	awareness,	attention	and	memory.201612	Section	CNow	sort	your	list	into	two	categories:	positive	emotions	and	negative	emotions.201612	Section	COur	research	team
has	been	looking	at	cultural	differences	in	self-enhancing	motivations,	helping	people	have	positive	feelings	towards	not	only	themselves,	but	things	connected	to	themselves.20196	Section	CPeople	who	have	plenty	of	positive	emotions	in	their	everyday	lives	tend	to	be	happier,	healthier,	learn	better	and	get	along	well	with	others.201612	Section
CPositive	emotions	balance	out	negative	ones,	but	they	have	other	powerful	benefits,	too.201612	Section	CSome	of	the	statistical	generalizations	may	be	positive	and	some	groups	have	reputations	for	being	smart,	for	being	loyal,	for	being	brave,	for	all	sorts	of	things	that	are	not	at	all	negative.201712	Section	CStill,	most	people	would	probably
rather	feel	a	positive	emotion	than	a	negative	one.201612	Section	CThe	results	highlight	the	need	to	develop	effective	early	interventions	to	help	those	with	attention	on	track	academically	and	for	educators	to	encourage	positive	peer	relationships,	the	researchers	said.201812	Section	CThe	results:	Teens	who	played	the	Iowa	Gambling	Task	under
the	eyes	of	fellow	adolescents	engaged	in	more	exploratory	behavior,	learned	faster	from	both	positive	and	negative	outcomes,	and	achieved	better	performance	on	the	task	than	those	who	played	in	s20186()	Section	BThey	seem	to	be	turning	inwardgenerally	in	a	pro-social	manner,	certainly	with	positive	benefits	for	intimate	relationships,	but	too
often	at	the	expense	of	a	connection	with	the	present	and	future	world	beyond,	including	the	society	they	will	one	day	in20166	Section	BChris	lewis	will	explain	how	brindley	made	such	a	positive	contribution	to	the	education	of	that	group	of	early	"civil	engineers".20151	A	First,	decide	to	do	it	for	yourself	and	work	towards	staying	positive.2015	E	He
found	that	science	amazed	times'	readers	and	made	them	want	to	share	this	positive	feeling	with	others.20163	D	He	has	a	positive	attitude	to	life.2015	B	In	general,	about	20%	of	parental	involvement	was	positive,	about	45%	negative	and	the	rest	statistically	insignificant.2015	B	Investment	in	arts	could	produce	potential	positive	economic
results.2018	Moore	is	enthusiastic	about	the	candy	she	created,	and	she's	also	positive	about	what	the	future	might	bring.2019	B	Positive	thinking	and	action	result	in	success.2019	B	Prinstein	came	to	another	conclusion:	not	only	is	likability	related	to	positive	life	outcomes,	but	it	is	also	responsible	for	those	outcomes,	too.2019I	D	Researchers
analyzing	word-of-mouth	communicatione-mails,	web	posts	and	reviews,	face-to-face	conversationsfound	that	it	tended	to	be	more	positive	than	negative,	but	that	didn't	necessarily	mean	people	preferred	positive	news.20163	D	Seeing	the	positive	side	of	things	doesn't	mean	you're	ignoring	what	happened.20151	The	more	positive	an	article,	the	more
likely	it	was	to	be	shared.20163	D	The	results	showed	that	those	who	chatted	with	their	server	reported	significantly	higher	positive	feelings	and	a	better	coffee	shop	experience.20182	D	These	hormones	also	have	a	positive	effect	on	the	heart	and	blood	flow.2016	They	conclude	that	when	task	interdependence	is	high,	team	performance	will	suffer
when	there	is	too	much	talent,	while	individual	talent	will	have	positive	effects	on	team	performance	when	task	interdependence	is	lower.2019	Whatever	stage	of	life	you're	at,	wherever	you	go	and	whatever	project	you	do	in	gda,	you'll	create	positive	changes	in	a	poor	and	remote	community.2019	A	When	shown	an	attractive	face	and	then	words
with	good	or	bad	associations,	people	responded	to	positive	words	faster	after	viewing	an	attractive	face.2015	While	online	shopping	has	changed	our	life,	not	all	of	its	effects	have	been	positive.20166	But	in	her	new	book	Join	the	Club,	Tina	Rosenberg	contends	that	peer	pressure	can	also	be	a	positive	force	through	what	she	calls	the	social	cure,	in
which	organizations	and	officials	use	the	power	of	group	dynamics	to	help	individuals	improve	their	lives	and	possibly	the	word.-2012An	emerging	body	of	research	shows	that	positive	health	habits-as	well	as	negative	ones-spread	through	networks	of	friends	via	social	communication.-2012Up	until	a	few	decades	ago,	our	visions	of	the	future	were
largely	-	though	by	no	means	uniformly	-	glowingly	positive.-2013All	of	which	would,	of	course,	have	a	positive	effect	on	our	happiness	levels.2016	Section	An	emerging	body	of	research	shows	that	positive	health	habits-as	well	as	negative	ones-spread	through	networks	of	friends	via	social	communication.2012	Section	But	in	her	new	book	Join	the
Club,	Tina	Rosenberg	contends	that	peer	pressure	can	also	be	a	positive	force	through	what	she	calls	the	social	cure,	in	which	organizations	and	officials	use	the	power	of	group	dynamics	to	help	individuals	improve	their	li2012	Section	He's	feeling	positive,	but	he'll	carry	on	blogging-not	about	eating	as	cheaply	as	you	can"there	are	so	many	people	in
a	much	worse	state,	with	barely	any	money	to	spend	on	food"but	eating	well	on	a	budget.2013	Section	One	study	found	that	people	responded	best	to	comments	that	shifted	from	negative	to	positive,	possibly	because	it	suggested	they	had	won	somebody	over.2020	Section	Positive	feedback	is	important	for	anyone	to	hear.2020	Section	Up	until	a	few
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