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What are the differences between "homemade" and "handmade" or are they used interchangeably? Last edited by a moderator: Jul 11, 2017 Well, "homemade" means "made at home" while "handmade" means made by hand, not by a machine. Many "homemade" items are also "handmade," because people who make things at home aren't factory
owners and can't afford expensive machinery. Likewise, many "handmade" items are also "homemade." However,items that are best made, or that can only be made, by hand (without the use of machinery) can be made in large shops, or even factories, by large numbers of skilled artisans (or not so skilled, if the items are rather crude) all working
under the same roof. It would not be appropriate to describe articles produced under these conditions as "homemade" even though they were "handmade." So, no, "homemade" and "handmade" are not interchangeable, although they often overlap. I agree with Fabulist's definitions. It might also be worth knowing that the two words have somewhat
different connotations in terms of quality. "Handmade" is often associated with luxury goods or items that are carefully made by artisans, much better in quality or style than a factory-made item. "Homemade" things can be good quality - with food, in particular, with associate "homemade" with quality and good flavor. On the other hand, a homemade
mechanical device might actually be inferior in quality to a professionally built machine; indeed, in the context of machinery, "homemade" tends to equate with crude or amateurish design or construction. A homemade bomb may be lethal, but it will be less efficient that the product of an armaments factory.
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