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Share	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,
and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or
technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for
your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Imagery	refers	to	the	trove	of	descriptive	words	and	evocative	phrases	that	writers	carefully	select	to	stir	the	five	senses.	By	tapping	into	sensory	details,	imagery	plants	vivid	perceptions	and	sparks	concrete	ideas	to	unfold
inside	the	readers	imagination.	Like	an	impressionist	painting,	skillful	imagery	brushes	each	scene	with	dashes	of	color	and	texture	using	the	precise	perfect	words	to	translate	vision	into	feeling.	Powerful	imagery	renders	an	immediate	sensory	experience	for	readers.	With	vivid	specificity,	it	helps	conjure	textures	we	can	nearly	reach	out	and	touch,
striking	visuals	that	project	cinematic	scenes,	resonating	sounds	that	echo,	tantalizing	scents	wafting	right	to	our	nostrils,	and	tastes	so	palpable	our	mouths	water.	Through	their	skillful	mastery	of	imagery,	great	writers	manifest	sensations	so	real	and	tangible	that	we	forget	words	on	a	page	for	a	moment	as	fiction	comes	alive,	immersing	us	within
dynamic	and	nuanced	imaginary	worlds.	Language	that	appeals	to	the	sense	of	sight,	conjuring	images	of	colors,	shapes,	and	other	visual	details.	Examples:	a)	The	golden	hue	of	a	sunset.b)	The	steep	rocky	cliffs	of	a	coastline.c)	The	intricate	embroidery	on	a	gown.	This	type	of	imagery	evokes	auditory	sensations	and	sounds	for	readers	to	imagine
hearing.	Examples:	a)	The	scream	of	a	violin.b)	The	pitter	patter	of	rain	on	cobblestone	streets.c)	The	baying	of	hounds	in	the	night.	Olfactory	imagery	taps	into	the	sense	of	smell,	describing	scents	and	odors.	Examples:	a)	The	acrid	smoke	of	a	snuffed	candle.b)	The	sweet	aroma	of	lilacs	in	springtime.c)	The	salty	fragrance	of	an	ocean	breeze.	The
language	that	conveys	taste	sensations,	depicting	flavors	that	readers	can	almost	experience	on	their	tongues.	Examples:	a)	The	tangy	tartness	of	a	green	apple.b)	The	spice	and	heat	of	a	simmering	curry.c)	The	smooth	sweet	creaminess	of	chocolate	ice	cream.	It	creates	textural	and	sensory	details	that	readers	can	imagine	feeling,	as	if	touching	the
described	surfaces,	textures,	and	sensations.	Examples:	a)	The	plush	velvet	nap	of	an	elegant	dress.b)	The	slick	smooth	surface	of	a	stone.c)	The	prickly	needles	of	a	pinecone.d)	The	chill	bumps	on	ones	arm	from	an	autumn	night	mist.	Example#1	I	wandered	lonely	as	a	cloudThat	floats	on	high	oer	vales	and	hills,When	all	at	once	I	saw	a	crowd,A	host,
of	golden	daffodils;Beside	the	lake,	beneath	the	trees,Fluttering	and	dancing	in	the	breeze.	The	poet	describes	himself	walking	alone	and	feeling	as	free	and	detached	as	a	cloud	drifting	above	the	valleys	and	hills.	This	creates	a	dreamy,	peaceful	mood.	Suddenly	he	comes	upon	a	field	full	of	daffodils	dancing	in	the	wind	beside	a	lake	and	trees.	The
words	golden,	fluttering	and	dancing	create	vivid	sensory	images	of	the	bright	yellow	flowers	blowing	gently	in	the	breeze.	The	reader	can	easily	picture	them	and	almost	see	them	moving.	So	in	just	a	few	lines,	Wordsworth	uses	visual	imagery	to	take	the	readers	from	the	lonely	wandering	cloud	to	the	lively	field	of	golden	daffodils	that	the	poet
stumbles	upon.	The	contrast	and	color	make	a	vivid	mental	picture	for	the	reader	and	also	set	a	nice	tone	going	from	pensive	solitude	to	surprise	joy.	Example#2	And	the	silken,	sad,	uncertain	rustling	of	each	purple	curtainThrilled	me	filled	me	with	fantastic	terrors	never	felt	before	Poe	sets	an	ominous	mood	by	focusing	on	what	the	narrator	hears
the	soft,	whispery	sounds	of	the	purple	curtains	rustling.	The	alliteration	of	silken,	sad,	uncertain	makes	the	reader	tune	into	the	hushed	sound	effects.	The	curtains	thrilling	and	filling	the	narrator	with	unfamiliar	fright	uses	auditory	imagery	to	foreshadow	impending	doom	right	before	the	raven	arrives.	The	readers	can	imagine	the	narrator	frozen	in
suspense,	listening	to	those	creepy	rustling	curtains	that	create	fantastic	terrors	about	what	will	happen	next.	Poe	relies	on	sound-based	imagery	not	visuals	here	to	convey	emotion	and	make	us	sense	the	narrators	growing	unease	through	the	simple	sensory	description	of	curtains	blowing	in	the	breeze.	The	scary	mood	is	built	just	by	focusing
intently	on	menacing	sounds	and	the	terror	they	evoke.	Example#3	The	touch	of	earth	is	soft,And	soft	as	velvet	liesThe	meadowy	path	we	walk;He	holds	my	hand	and	laughs,To	feel	how	soft	the	grass	is.	The	poet	uses	tactile	imagery,	meaning	descriptions	that	appeal	to	the	sense	of	touch.	Phrases	like	touch	of	earth	is	soft	and	comparing	the	meadow
path	to	soft	as	velvet	allow	us	to	nearly	feel	the	soft	grass	and	dirt	underfoot.	Terms	like	velvet	also	add	a	plush,	cushy	texture	we	can	imagine.	The	soft	sensations	continue	with	the	man	in	the	scene	laughing	and	holding	the	poets	hand	tightly	to	share	how	wonderfully	smooth	the	earth	feels	beneath	their	bare	feet.	The	imagery	centers	on	tangible
textures	the	lovers	revel	in	rather	than	sights	or	smells.	Example#4	And	the	owls	with	their	monotonous	criesWhich	are	ominous	grown	to	despise,And	the	loud	flapping	batsFrom	the	depths	of	dim	haunted	flats	The	stanza	uses	sounds	to	create	an	ominous	mood.	It	mentions	the	owls	monotonous	cries.	The	readers	can	imagine	these	repetitive	hoots
going	on	and	on,	becoming	annoying	and	even	scary.	Connecting	the	hoots	to	being	ominous	and	something	to	despise	makes	them	seem	like	they	are	predicting	bad	things	coming.	We	also	hear	loud	bats	flapping	their	wings	as	they	come	out	of	dim	haunted	flats.	So	in	addition	to	the	creepy	owl	sounds,	we	now	have	these	bats	noisily	appearing	from
spooky	areas.	Between	the	unsettling	hoots	and	the	loud	fluttering,	the	stanza	creates	an	atmosphere	of	eeriness	and	unease	just	through	auditory	imagery	making	us	listeners	picture	these	unnerving	nighttime	sounds	that	suggest	frightening	things	lurking	in	the	darkness.	Rather	than	describing	visuals	or	smells,	the	poem	relies	solely	on	sound
elements	to	make	us	imagine	were	there	hearing	the	ominous	noises.	Example#5	I	taste	a	liquor	never	brewedFrom	tankards	scooped	in	pearl;Not	all	the	Frankfort	BerriesYield	such	an	alcohol!	This	stanza	uses	taste	imagery	to	evoke	a	sensation	we	cant	literally	experience.	When	the	poet	talks	about	tasting	a	liquor	never	brewed,	it	enables	the
readers	to	imagine	some	phantom	drink	that	exists	beyond	physical	reality.	Instead	of	describing	an	actual	drink	from	actual	tankards	or	berries,	the	taste	is	intangible	-something	magically	scooped	like	liquor	but	not	made	from	real	ingredients.	Those	who	tasted	alcohol	can	visualize	how	this	mysterious	drink	might	hit	our	tongue	even	though	it
couldnt	be	brewed	from	a	known	process.	The	stanza	doesnt	rely	on	sight,	sound,	touch	or	smell.	Rather,	taste	imagery	dominates	as	we	picture	this	elusive	flavor.	The	act	of	tasting	grounds	the	people	even	when	the	flavor	comes	from	an	unearthly	pearl	tankard	rather	than	a	physical	one.	By	activating	taste	sensations	through	imagery,	the	poem
transports	the	readers	to	new	imaginative	vistas	where	they	can	conceive	of	sampling	flavors	beyond	ordinary	human	experience.	Example#6	There	was	a	soft	and	summer	windA-blowing	from	the	land	of	snow,The	white	and	glimmering	drifts	of	heavenBlew	down	the	cold	and	wintry	glow.	The	stanza	describes	a	wind	that	mixes	together	hot	and	cold.
When	it	talks	about	a	soft	and	summer	wind	coming	from	the	land	of	snow,	the	readers	get	this	image	of	a	warm	summer	breeze	carrying	cold	air	as	if	blowing	from	winter	into	summer.	The	white	and	glimmering	drifts	of	heaven	make	the	cold	seem	beautiful.	But	that	winter	cold	clashes	with	the	gentle	summer	wind.	In	our	minds,	we	can	picture
gusts	of	snow	swirling	together	with	drafts	of	warm	air.	Using	summer	and	winter	imagery	together	evokes	this	sensation	of	impossible	hot	and	cold	fused	winds.	It	imagines	the	feeling	of	an	arctic	chill	within	a	heavenly	summer	breeze	opposites	mingling.	The	language	takes	the	readers	into	a	fantasy	place	where	soft	warmth	transports	icy	flakes	in
a	way	that	could	never	happen	in	real	life.	The	stanza	makes	the	reader	visualize	and	almost	feel	this	unreal	hot,	cold,	gentle	yet	snowy	wind.	The	creative	imagery	constructs	an	imaginative	experience	through	contrasts.	Imagery	Examples	in	Poetry	Figurative	language	refers	to	words	and	phrases	that	go	beyond	their	literal	meaning	to	create	vivid
sensory	images.	Examples	of	figurative	language	that	rely	on	imagery	include	metaphors,	similes,	personification,	and	descriptive	adjectives.	Using	figurative	language	is	a	hallmark	way	for	writers	to	incorporate	imagery	into	their	works.	Sensory	details	refer	to	descriptive	words	and	phrases	that	engage	the	five	senses	sight,	sound,	smell,	taste	and
touch.	By	tapping	into	sensory	details,	writers	can	allow	readers	to	perceive	the	colors,	textures,	sounds,	scents	and	flavors	being	depicted	vividly	in	their	imagination.	Vivid	sensory	details	are	building	blocks	used	to	construct	strong	imagery.	Read	also:	vasaleks	/	iStock	/	Getty	Images	Plus	Imagery	is	used	in	poetry	to	help	the	writing	appeal	to	the
senses.	Imagery	is	one	of	the	seven	categories	of	figurative	language.	Imagery	intensifies	the	impact	of	the	poet's	language	as	he	shows	us	with	his	words	rather	than	just	telling	us	what	he	feels.	Song	lyrics	are	also	full	of	imagery.	This	is	an	excerpt	from	"Preludes,"	an	imagery	poem	by	T.	S.	Eliot.	This	is	an	excellent	example	of	visual	imagery	and
auditory	imagery.	You	can	almost	see	and	hear	the	horse	steaming	and	stamping	and	smell	the	steaks:The	winter	evening	settles	downWith	smell	of	steaks	in	passageways.Six	o'clock.The	burnt-out	ends	of	smoky	days.And	now	a	gusty	shower	wrapsThe	grimy	scrapsOf	withered	leaves	about	your	feetAnd	newspapers	from	vacant	lots;The	showers
beatOn	broken	blinds	and	chimney-pots,And	at	the	corner	of	the	streetA	lonely	cab-horse	steams	and	stamps.And	then	the	lighting	of	the	lamps.	Alfred	Tennyson	was	another	poet	who	made	great	use	of	visual	imagery.	See	if	you	can	get	a	clear	picture	of	the	summer	night	he	describes	in	this	poem	"Summer	Night:"Now	sleeps	the	crimson	petal,	now
the	white;Nor	waves	the	cypress	in	the	palace	walk;Nor	winks	the	gold	fin	in	the	porphyry	font:The	firefly	wakens:	waken	thou	with	me.Now	droops	the	milk-white	peacock	like	a	ghost,And	like	a	ghost	she	glimmers	on	to	me.Now	lies	the	Earth	all	Dana	to	the	stars,And	all	thy	heart	lies	open	unto	me.Now	slides	the	silent	meteor	on,	and	leavesA
shining	furrow,	as	thy	thoughts	in	me.Now	folds	the	lily	all	her	sweetness	up,	And	slips	into	the	bosom	of	the	lake.So	fold	thyself,	my	dearest,	thou,	and	slipInto	my	bosom	and	be	lost	in	me.	Next	is	an	excerpt	from	"I	Wandered	Lonely	as	a	Cloud"	by	William	Wordsworth.	The	first	and	last	stanzas	show	a	progression	of	the	poet's	emotions	using	visual
imagery.I	wandered	lonely	as	a	cloudThat	floats	on	high	o'er	vales	and	hills,When	all	at	once	I	saw	a	crowd,A	host,	of	golden	daffodils;Beside	the	lake,	beneath	the	trees,Fluttering	and	dancing	in	the	breeze.For	oft,	when	on	my	couch	I	lieIn	vacant	or	in	pensive	mood,They	flash	upon	that	inward	eyeWhich	is	the	bliss	of	solitude;And	then	my	heart	with
pleasure	fills,And	dances	with	the	daffodils.	This	famous	poem	by	Theodore	Rothke	is	an	excellent	example	of	olfactory	and	tactile	imagery	with	plenty	of	visual	imagery	thrown	in	for	good	measure.	The	effect	is	powerful.The	whiskey	on	your	breath	Could	make	a	small	boy	dizzy;But	I	hung	on	like	death:	Such	waltzing	was	not	easy.We	romped	until
the	pans	Slid	from	the	kitchen	shelf;	My	mothers	countenance	Could	not	unfrown	itself.The	hand	that	held	my	wrist	Was	battered	on	one	knuckle;	At	every	step	you	missedMy	right	ear	scraped	a	buckle.You	beat	time	on	my	head	With	a	palm	caked	hard	by	dirt,	Then	waltzed	me	off	to	bed	Still	clinging	to	your	shirt.	"This	Is	Just	to	Say"	is	an	amazing
example	of	gustatory	imagery	or	imagery	involving	taste.	Theres	more	going	on	beneath	the	surface	of	this	poem,	but	the	vivid	description	of	taste	draws	the	reader	in.I	have	eatenthe	plumsthat	were	inthe	iceboxand	whichyou	were	probablysavingfor	breakfastForgive	methey	were	deliciousso	sweetand	so	cold	Imagery	in	poems	is	just	as	relevant
today	as	it	was	during	the	Romantic	period.	Take	these	examples	by	Kelly	Roper	from	our	sister	site	LoveToKnow.com,	starting	with	"Egret	Rising."Like	a	phoenix	rising	not	from	flames	but	watery	reeds,The	egret	flapped	its	wings	and	gracefully	rose	up	from	the	weeds.The	flash	of	white	feathers	shone	against	green	leaves	and	clear	blue	sky,The
majestic	bird	set	a	course	unknown	and	swiftly	away	did	fly.In	"Man	Versus	Pepper,"	Roper	vividly	describes	one	man's	experience	with	extra	spicy	food.One	sniff	gives	a	clue	of	the	heat	within.First	bite	feels	like	swallowing	a	lighted	blow	torch,And	tears	stream	from	his	eyes	like	a	flash	floodAs	the	dying	ghost	pepper	delivers	its	savage	revenge.And
finally,	"Kissed	by	Snow"	offers	a	wintry	vibe.Standing	in	darkness	with	face	upturned	asFrosty,	feathery	stars	drift	down	from	the	skyAnd	land	like	gentle	kisses	from	cold	lipsOn	my	cheeks,	my	nose,	my	lips	and	closed	eyes.	In	addition	to	the	different	types	of	imagery	seen	in	these	poetry	examples,	there	are	six	other	devices	that	a	poet	uses	to	make
the	language	of	his	poems	figurative.	The	reader's	senses	are	heightened,	and	he	will	see	things	the	way	the	poet	does.	These	are	the	other	types	of	figurative	language:Simile	-	A	simile	is	used	to	compare	two	things	using	the	words	like	and	as.Metaphor	-	A	metaphor	sounds	like	a	false	statement,	until	you	realize	the	similarities	between	the	two
things	being	compared.Alliteration	-	In	alliteration,	the	first	consonant	sound	is	repeated	in	several	words.Personification	-	Personification	is	giving	human	characteristics	to	objects,	animals,	or	ideas.	Onomatopoeia	-	Onomatopoeia	is	the	use	of	words	that	sound	mimic	sounds,	or	sound	like	what	they	mean.Hyperbole	-	Hyperbole	is	a	ridiculous
exaggeration	that	can	be	funny	and	makes	a	point.Imagery	helps	poetry	appeal	to	the	senses	as	they	describe	living	things	or	inanimate	objects,	more	so	than	other	categories	of	figurative	language.	This	makes	imagery	one	of	the	most	powerful	ways	to	write	a	poem	that	speaks	to	your	writer.	Ultimately,	imagery	is	about	sharing	perspective.	If	you
describe	something	vividly,	your	reader	must	take	the	perspective	of	the	speaker	in	your	poem.	The	sensory	details	make	the	audience	feel	as	if	they	are	present	in	the	situation	you	are	sharing,	allowing	them	to	deeply	feel	the	emotion	you	describe	as	well.Imagery	is	a	literary	device	that	refers	to	the	use	of	figurative	language	to	evoke	a	sensory
experience	or	create	a	picture	with	words	for	a	reader.	By	utilizing	effective	descriptive	language	and	figures	of	speech,	writers	appeal	to	a	readers	senses	of	sight,	taste,	smell,	touch,	and	sound,	as	well	as	internal	emotion	and	feelings.	Therefore,	imagery	is	not	limited	to	visual	representations	or	mental	images,	but	also	includes	physical	sensations
and	internal	emotions.For	example,	in	his	novelThe	Scarlet	Letter,	Nathaniel	Hawthorne	utilizes	imagery	as	a	literary	device	to	create	a	sensation	for	the	reader	as	a	means	of	understanding	the	love	felt	by	the	protagonist,	Hester	Prynne.Love,	whether	newly	born	or	aroused	from	a	deathlike	slumber,	must	always	create	sunshine,	filling	the	heart	so
full	of	radiance,	that	it	overflows	upon	the	outward	world.By	using	descriptive	language	in	an	effective	and	unique	way,	Hawthorne	evokes	feelings	and	allows	the	reader	an	internal	emotional	response	in	reaction	to	his	description	of	love.	This	image	is	especially	poignant	and	effective	for	readers	of	this	novel	since	Hesters	love,	in	the	story,	results	in
darkness,	shame,	and	isolationthe	opposite	of	sunshine	and	radiance.	However,	Hawthornes	imagery	appeals	to	the	readers	understanding	of	love	and	subsequent	empathy	for	Hesters	emotions	and	actions,	despite	her	transgression	of	societal	norms,	morals,	and	laws.Common	Examples	of	Imagery	in	Everyday	SpeechPeople	frequently	use	imagery
as	a	means	of	communicating	feelings,	thoughts,	and	ideas	through	descriptive	language.	Here	are	some	common	examples	of	imagery	in	everyday	speech:The	autumn	leaves	are	a	blanket	on	the	ground.Her	lips	tasted	as	sweet	as	sugar.His	words	felt	like	a	dagger	in	my	heart.My	head	is	pounding	like	a	drum.The	kittens	fur	is	milky.The	siren	turned
into	a	whisper	as	it	ended.His	coat	felt	like	a	velvet	curtain.The	houses	look	like	frosted	cakes	in	winter.The	light	under	the	door	looked	buttery.I	came	inside	because	the	house	smells	like	a	chocolate	brownie.Types	of	Poetic	ImageryFor	poetic	imagery,	there	are	seven	primary	types.	These	types	of	imagery	often	feature	figures	of	speech	such	as
similes	and	metaphors	to	make	comparisons.	Overall,	poetic	imagery	provides	sensory	details	to	create	clear	and	vibrant	descriptions.	This	appeals	to	a	readers	imagination	and	emotions	as	well	as	their	senses.Here	are	the	main	types	of	poetic	imagery:Visual:	appeals	to	the	sense	of	sight	through	the	description	of	color,	light,	size,	pattern,
etc.Auditory:	appeals	to	the	sense	of	hearing	or	sound	by	including	melodic	sounds,	silence,	harsh	noises,	and	even	onomatopoeia.Gustatory:	appeals	to	the	sense	of	taste	by	describing	whether	something	is	sweet,	salty,	savory,	spicy,	or	sour.Tactile:	appeals	to	the	sense	of	touch	by	describing	how	something	physically	feels,	such	as	its	temperature,
texture,	or	other	sensation.Olfactory:	appeals	to	the	sense	of	smell	by	describing	somethings	fragrance	or	odor.Kinesthetic:	appeals	to	a	readers	sense	of	motion	or	movement	through	describing	the	sensations	of	moving	or	the	movements	of	an	object.Organic:	appeals	to	and	communicates	internal	sensations,	feelings,	and	emotions,	such	as	fatigue,
thirst,	fear,	love,	loneliness,	despair,	etc.Famous	Examples	of	Imagery	in	Shakespearean	WorksWriters	use	imagery	to	create	pictures	in	the	minds	of	readers,	often	with	words	and	phrases	that	are	uniquely	descriptive	and	emotionally	charged	to	emphasize	an	idea.	William	Shakespeares	works	feature	imagery	as	a	literary	device	for	readers	and
audiences	as	a	means	to	enhance	their	experience	of	his	plays.	Shakespeares	artistic	use	of	language	and	imagery	is	considered	to	be	some	of	the	greatest	in	literature.Here	are	some	famous	examples	of	imagery	in	Shakespearean	works:My	bounty	is	as	boundless	as	the	sea,	My	love	as	deep.Romeo	and	JulietTheres	daggers	in	mens
smiles.MacbethSigh	no	more,	ladies,	sigh	no	more,Men	were	deceivers	ever,-One	foot	in	sea	and	one	on	shore,To	one	thing	constant	never.Much	Ado	About	NothingIf	I	be	waspish,	best	beware	my	sting.The	Taming	of	the	ShrewGood-night,	sweet	prince;	And	flights	of	angels	sing	thee	to	thy	rest.HamletLovers	and	madmen	have	such	seething
brains,Such	shaping	fantasies,	that	apprehendMore	than	cool	reason	ever	comprehends.A	Midsummer	Nights	DreamWe	are	such	stuff	as	dreams	are	made	on,	and	our	little	life	is	rounded	with	a	sleep.The	TempestAnd	thus	I	clothe	my	naked	villainyWith	odd	old	ends	stoln	out	of	holy	writ;And	seem	a	saint,	when	most	I	play	the	devil.Richard	IIIBy
heaven,	me	thinks	it	were	an	easy	leap,	To	pluck	bright	honour	from	the	pale-faced	moonHenry	IVIf	music	be	the	food	of	love,	play	on,Give	me	excess	of	it;	that	surfeiting,The	appetite	may	sicken,	and	so	die.Twelfth	NightWriting	ImageryWriters	use	imagery	to	evoke	emotion	in	readers.	In	this	way,	the	readers	understanding	of	the	poetic	subject,
setting,	plot,	characters,	etc.,	is	deepened	and	they	have	a	sense	of	how	to	feel	about	it.	Ideally,	as	a	literary	device,	imagery	should	enhance	a	literary	work.	Unfortunately,	some	writers	try	to	use	this	literary	device	too	often,	which	can	lessen	the	impact	of	the	description	and	figurative	language.For	imagery	to	be	effective	and	significant,	whether,	in
poetry	or	a	story,	it	should	add	depth	and	meaning	to	the	literary	work.	Overuse	of	imagery	can	feel	tedious	for	readers	and	limit	their	access	to	and	understanding	of	the	writers	purpose.	Therefore,	its	essential	for	writers	to	balance	presenting	information	in	a	straightforward	manner	and	using	imagery	as	a	literary	device.Difference	between	Literal
Imagery	and	Figurative	ImageryThere	is	a	slight	difference	in	literal	and	figurative	imagery.	Literal	imagery,	as	the	name	applies,	is	near	in	meanings	and	almost	the	same	thing	or	exactly	what	the	description	says.	For	example,	color	like	the	red	rose	implies	the	same	thing.	However,	in	figurative	imagery,	a	thing	is	often	not	what	it	implies.	There	is
often	the	use	of	hyperbole,	simile,	or	metaphors	that	construct	an	image	that	could	be	different	from	the	actual	thing	or	person.	For	example,	his	cries	moved	the	sky	is	not	an	example	of	literal	imagery	but	of	figurative	imagery	as	the	skies	do	not	move	with	cries.Tips	to	Analyze	ImageryAnalysis	of	imagery	is	often	done	in	poetry	and	short	stories.
However,	imagery	is	present	in	every	literary	work	where	description	becomes	of	some	significance.	Whenever	there	is	a	description	in	a	literary	work,	a	reader	first	analyses	different	figures	of	speech	such	as	metaphors,	similes,	personifications,	images,	and	hyperbole,	etc.	There	are	four	major	steps	in	analyzing	imagery	in	a	specific
description.Identify	the	type	of	figures	of	speech,	types	of	images,	and	their	roles	in	the	description.Compare	and	contrast	the	types	of	images	and	their	accuracy	in	the	description.Compare	and	contrast	the	role	of	the	specific	figures	of	speech,	their	meanings,	their	roles,	and	their	end	product.Critique	the	description	and	see	how	it	demonstrates	its
actual	meanings	in	the	context	and	setting.Use	of	Imagery	in	SentencesIwans	sweaty	gym	clothes	left	a	stale	odor	in	the	locker	room;	so	they	had	to	keep	the	windows	open.The	tasty,	salty	broth	soothed	her	sore	throat	as	Simran	ate	the	warm	soup.Glittering	white,	the	blanket	of	snow-covered	everything	in	sight	and	also	blocked	the	street.The	tree
bark	was	rough	against	the	deers	skin	but	it	did	satisfy	its	itch.Kids	could	hear	the	popping	and	crackling	as	their	mom	dropped	the	bacon	into	the	frying	pan,	and	soon	the	salty,	greasy	smell	wafted	toward	me.Examples	of	Imagery	in	LiteratureThough	imagery	is	often	associated	with	poetry,	it	is	an	effective	literary	device	in	all	forms	of	writing.
Writers	utilize	imagery	as	a	means	of	communicating	their	thoughts	and	perceptions	on	a	deeper	and	more	memorable	level	with	readers.	Imagery	helps	a	reader	formulate	a	visual	picture	and	sensory	impression	of	what	the	writer	is	describing	as	well	as	the	emotions	attached	to	the	description.	In	addition,	imagery	is	a	means	of	showcasing	a
writers	mastery	of	artistic	and	figurative	language,	which	also	enhances	the	meaning	and	enjoyment	of	a	literary	work	for	a	reader.Here	are	some	examples	of	imagery	in	literature:Example	1:Goblin	Market	(Christina	Rossetti)Early	in	the	morningWhen	the	first	cock	crowd	his	warning,Neat	like	bees,	as	sweet	and	busy,Laura	rose	with	Lizzie:Fetchd
in	honey,	milkd	the	cows,Aird	and	set	to	rights	the	house,Kneaded	cakes	of	whitest	wheat,Cakes	for	dainty	mouths	to	eat,Next	churnd	butter,	whippd	up	cream,Fed	their	poultry,	sat	and	sewd;Talkd	as	modest	maidens	should:Lizzie	with	an	open	heart,Laura	in	an	absent	dream,One	content,	one	sick	in	part;One	warbling	for	the	mere	bright	days
delight,One	longing	for	the	night.In	this	passage	of	her	poem,	Rossetti	uses	all	forms	of	poetic	imagery	to	appeal	to	the	readers	physical	senses	as	well	as	their	experience	of	motion	and	internal	emotions.	The	reader	can	visualize	the	actions	taking	place	in	the	poem	along	with	a	sense	of	orderly	movement	paired	with	disordered	emotion.	As	the
sisters	Lizzie	and	Laura	go	about	their	maidenly	and	pastoral	tasks,	the	poets	description	of	their	divergent	mindsets	and	feelings	creates	an	imagery	of	the	tension	between	darkness	and	light,	innocence	and	temptation.	These	contrasting	images	evoke	unsettled	and	contradictory	feelings	for	the	reader,	undermining	the	appearance	of	the	sisters
idyllic	lives	with	a	sense	of	foreboding.Example	2:The	Yellow	Wallpaper(Charlotte	Perkins	Gilman)The	color	is	repellant,	almost	revolting;	a	smouldering	unclean	yellow,	strangely	faded	by	the	slow-turning	sunlight.It	is	a	dull	yet	lurid	orange	in	some	places,	a	sickly	sulphur	tint	in	others.	No	wonder	the	children	hated	it!	I	should	hate	it	myself	if	I	had
to	live	in	this	room	long.In	this	passage	of	Gilmans	short	story,	the	narrator	uses	poetic	imagery	to	describe	the	yellow	wallpaper	which	eventually	ensnares	her	mind	and	body.	The	narrators	imagery	effectively	appeals	to	the	readers	sense	of	sight,	smell,	and	touch	so	that	the	reader	is	as	repulsed	by	the	wallpaper	as	the	storys	protagonist.	By
utilizing	imagery	as	a	literary	device,	Gilman	is	able	to	evoke	the	same	feelings	of	sickness,	despair,	fear,	claustrophobia,	etc.,	for	the	reader	as	she	does	for	the	narrator.	In	addition	to	this	emotional	effect,	the	artistic	language	used	to	describe	the	yellow	wallpaper	also	enhances	its	symbolic	presence	in	the	story.Example	3:The	Red
Wheelbarrow(William	Carlos	Williams)so	much	dependsupona	red	wheelbarrowglazed	with	rainwaterbeside	the	whitechickensThis	poem	by	William	Carlos	Williams	features	imagery	and,	in	fact,	is	an	example	of	Imagist	poetry.	Imagism	was	a	poetic	movement	of	the	early	twentieth	century	that	veered	away	from	the	heavy	description	that	was
characteristic	of	Romantic	and	Victorian	poems.	Instead,	the	purpose	of	Imagism	was	to	create	an	accurate	image	or	presentation	of	a	subject	that	would	be	visually	concrete	for	the	reader.	Imagist	poets	achieved	this	through	succinct,	direct,	and	specific	language,	favoring	precise	phrasing	over	set	poetic	meter.In	Williamss	poem,	the	poet	uses
simple	language	and	clear	expression	to	create	imagery	for	the	reader	of	a	red	wheelbarrow,	lending	beauty,	and	symbolism	to	an	ordinary	object.	By	describing	the	wheelbarrow	with	sparse	but	precise	language,	the	reader	can	picture	an	exact	visual	image	of	what	the	poet	is	trying	to	convey	which,	in	turn,	evokes	an	emotional	response	to	the
image.	This	imagery	enhances	the	meaning	of	the	poems	phrasing	such	that	each	word	becomes	essential,	and	the	poem	and	its	imagery	are	nearly	indistinguishable.Synonyms	of	ImageryImagery	has	several	synonyms	with	slightly	different	meanings.	They	are	imagination,	picturing,	mental	imagery,	vision,	imaging,	and	dreaming	are	almost	near	in
meanings	but	evocation,	chimera,	pretense,	and	minds	eyes.	vasaleks	/	iStock	/	Getty	Images	Plus	Imagery	is	used	in	poetry	to	help	the	writing	appeal	to	the	senses.	Imagery	is	one	of	the	seven	categories	of	figurative	language.	Imagery	intensifies	the	impact	of	the	poet's	language	as	he	shows	us	with	his	words	rather	than	just	telling	us	what	he	feels.
Song	lyrics	are	also	full	of	imagery.	This	is	an	excerpt	from	"Preludes,"	an	imagery	poem	by	T.	S.	Eliot.	This	is	an	excellent	example	of	visual	imagery	and	auditory	imagery.	You	can	almost	see	and	hear	the	horse	steaming	and	stamping	and	smell	the	steaks:The	winter	evening	settles	downWith	smell	of	steaks	in	passageways.Six	o'clock.The	burnt-out
ends	of	smoky	days.And	now	a	gusty	shower	wrapsThe	grimy	scrapsOf	withered	leaves	about	your	feetAnd	newspapers	from	vacant	lots;The	showers	beatOn	broken	blinds	and	chimney-pots,And	at	the	corner	of	the	streetA	lonely	cab-horse	steams	and	stamps.And	then	the	lighting	of	the	lamps.	Alfred	Tennyson	was	another	poet	who	made	great	use	of
visual	imagery.	See	if	you	can	get	a	clear	picture	of	the	summer	night	he	describes	in	this	poem	"Summer	Night:"Now	sleeps	the	crimson	petal,	now	the	white;Nor	waves	the	cypress	in	the	palace	walk;Nor	winks	the	gold	fin	in	the	porphyry	font:The	firefly	wakens:	waken	thou	with	me.Now	droops	the	milk-white	peacock	like	a	ghost,And	like	a	ghost
she	glimmers	on	to	me.Now	lies	the	Earth	all	Dana	to	the	stars,And	all	thy	heart	lies	open	unto	me.Now	slides	the	silent	meteor	on,	and	leavesA	shining	furrow,	as	thy	thoughts	in	me.Now	folds	the	lily	all	her	sweetness	up,	And	slips	into	the	bosom	of	the	lake.So	fold	thyself,	my	dearest,	thou,	and	slipInto	my	bosom	and	be	lost	in	me.	Next	is	an	excerpt
from	"I	Wandered	Lonely	as	a	Cloud"	by	William	Wordsworth.	The	first	and	last	stanzas	show	a	progression	of	the	poet's	emotions	using	visual	imagery.I	wandered	lonely	as	a	cloudThat	floats	on	high	o'er	vales	and	hills,When	all	at	once	I	saw	a	crowd,A	host,	of	golden	daffodils;Beside	the	lake,	beneath	the	trees,Fluttering	and	dancing	in	the
breeze.For	oft,	when	on	my	couch	I	lieIn	vacant	or	in	pensive	mood,They	flash	upon	that	inward	eyeWhich	is	the	bliss	of	solitude;And	then	my	heart	with	pleasure	fills,And	dances	with	the	daffodils.	This	famous	poem	by	Theodore	Rothke	is	an	excellent	example	of	olfactory	and	tactile	imagery	with	plenty	of	visual	imagery	thrown	in	for	good	measure.
The	effect	is	powerful.The	whiskey	on	your	breath	Could	make	a	small	boy	dizzy;But	I	hung	on	like	death:	Such	waltzing	was	not	easy.We	romped	until	the	pans	Slid	from	the	kitchen	shelf;	My	mothers	countenance	Could	not	unfrown	itself.The	hand	that	held	my	wrist	Was	battered	on	one	knuckle;	At	every	step	you	missedMy	right	ear	scraped	a
buckle.You	beat	time	on	my	head	With	a	palm	caked	hard	by	dirt,	Then	waltzed	me	off	to	bed	Still	clinging	to	your	shirt.	"This	Is	Just	to	Say"	is	an	amazing	example	of	gustatory	imagery	or	imagery	involving	taste.	Theres	more	going	on	beneath	the	surface	of	this	poem,	but	the	vivid	description	of	taste	draws	the	reader	in.I	have	eatenthe	plumsthat
were	inthe	iceboxand	whichyou	were	probablysavingfor	breakfastForgive	methey	were	deliciousso	sweetand	so	cold	Imagery	in	poems	is	just	as	relevant	today	as	it	was	during	the	Romantic	period.	Take	these	examples	by	Kelly	Roper	from	our	sister	site	LoveToKnow.com,	starting	with	"Egret	Rising."Like	a	phoenix	rising	not	from	flames	but	watery
reeds,The	egret	flapped	its	wings	and	gracefully	rose	up	from	the	weeds.The	flash	of	white	feathers	shone	against	green	leaves	and	clear	blue	sky,The	majestic	bird	set	a	course	unknown	and	swiftly	away	did	fly.In	"Man	Versus	Pepper,"	Roper	vividly	describes	one	man's	experience	with	extra	spicy	food.One	sniff	gives	a	clue	of	the	heat	within.First
bite	feels	like	swallowing	a	lighted	blow	torch,And	tears	stream	from	his	eyes	like	a	flash	floodAs	the	dying	ghost	pepper	delivers	its	savage	revenge.And	finally,	"Kissed	by	Snow"	offers	a	wintry	vibe.Standing	in	darkness	with	face	upturned	asFrosty,	feathery	stars	drift	down	from	the	skyAnd	land	like	gentle	kisses	from	cold	lipsOn	my	cheeks,	my
nose,	my	lips	and	closed	eyes.	In	addition	to	the	different	types	of	imagery	seen	in	these	poetry	examples,	there	are	six	other	devices	that	a	poet	uses	to	make	the	language	of	his	poems	figurative.	The	reader's	senses	are	heightened,	and	he	will	see	things	the	way	the	poet	does.	These	are	the	other	types	of	figurative	language:Simile	-	A	simile	is	used
to	compare	two	things	using	the	words	like	and	as.Metaphor	-	A	metaphor	sounds	like	a	false	statement,	until	you	realize	the	similarities	between	the	two	things	being	compared.Alliteration	-	In	alliteration,	the	first	consonant	sound	is	repeated	in	several	words.Personification	-	Personification	is	giving	human	characteristics	to	objects,	animals,	or
ideas.	Onomatopoeia	-	Onomatopoeia	is	the	use	of	words	that	sound	mimic	sounds,	or	sound	like	what	they	mean.Hyperbole	-	Hyperbole	is	a	ridiculous	exaggeration	that	can	be	funny	and	makes	a	point.Imagery	helps	poetry	appeal	to	the	senses	as	they	describe	living	things	or	inanimate	objects,	more	so	than	other	categories	of	figurative	language.
This	makes	imagery	one	of	the	most	powerful	ways	to	write	a	poem	that	speaks	to	your	writer.	Ultimately,	imagery	is	about	sharing	perspective.	If	you	describe	something	vividly,	your	reader	must	take	the	perspective	of	the	speaker	in	your	poem.	The	sensory	details	make	the	audience	feel	as	if	they	are	present	in	the	situation	you	are	sharing,
allowing	them	to	deeply	feel	the	emotion	you	describe	as	well.178Poetry,	as	an	art	form,	has	the	unique	ability	to	evoke	emotions,	paint	vivid	pictures,	and	convey	complex	ideas	through	the	use	of	language.	One	of	the	key	elements	that	contribute	to	this	richness	is	imagery.	In	this	article,	we	will	explore	what	imagery	is	in	poetry,	its	importance,
different	types	of	imagery,	and	how	poets	use	imagery	to	enhance	their	work.What	is	Imagery	in	Poetry?Imagery	in	poetry	refers	to	the	use	of	vivid	and	descriptive	language	that	appeals	to	the	readers	senses.	It	creates	a	mental	image	or	picture	that	allows	readers	to	visualize	and	experience	the	emotions	and	experiences	portrayed	in	the	poem.
Imagery	engages	the	senses	of	sight,	sound,	taste,	touch,	and	smell,	making	the	poem	more	immersive	and	compelling.Importance	of	Imagery	in	PoetryImagery	plays	a	crucial	role	in	poetry	for	several	reasons:1.	Enhancing	Emotional	Impact:	By	creating	vivid	images,	poets	can	evoke	strong	emotions	in	readers.	For	example,	describing	a	stormy	sea
with	crashing	waves	can	convey	a	sense	of	danger	or	turmoil.2.	Creating	Atmosphere:	Imagery	helps	establish	the	mood	and	atmosphere	of	a	poem.	Whether	its	a	serene	pastoral	scene	or	a	dark,	foreboding	setting,	imagery	sets	the	tone	for	the	readers	experience.3.	Adding	Depth	and	Detail:	Imagery	adds	depth	and	detail	to	the	poem,	making	it	more
lifelike	and	engaging.	It	allows	readers	to	connect	with	the	themes	and	ideas	on	a	sensory	level.4.	Symbolism	and	Metaphor:	Imagery	often	involves	symbolic	language	and	metaphorical	comparisons,	enriching	the	poems	meaning	and	adding	layers	of	interpretation.7	Types	of	Imagery	in	PoetryThere	are	several	types	of	imagery	that	poets	use	to
create	vivid	and	evocative	descriptions:1.	Visual	Imagery:	This	type	of	imagery	appeals	to	the	sense	of	sight	and	describes	visual	elements	such	as	colors,	shapes,	and	appearances.	For	example,	the	golden	sun	sinking	below	the	horizon	creates	a	clear	visual	image.2.	Auditory	Imagery:	Auditory	imagery	appeals	to	the	sense	of	hearing	and	describes
sounds,	noises,	and	tones.	Examples	include	the	melodic	chirping	of	birds	or	the	thunderous	roar	of	a	waterfall.3.	Olfactory	Imagery:	Olfactory	imagery	pertains	to	the	sense	of	smell	and	describes	scents	and	odors.	Poets	might	evoke	smells	like	the	sweet	fragrance	of	blooming	flowers	or	the	pungent	aroma	of	burning	wood.4.	Gustatory	Imagery:	This
type	of	imagery	relates	to	the	sense	of	taste	and	describes	flavors	and	tastes.	For	instance,	the	tangy	zest	of	a	ripe	lemon	or	the	rich	sweetness	of	chocolate.5.	Tactile	Imagery:	Tactile	imagery	appeals	to	the	sense	of	touch	and	describes	textures,	temperatures,	and	sensations.	Examples	include	the	rough	bark	of	an	old	tree	or	the	soft	caress	of	a
gentle	breeze.6.	Kinesthetic	Imagery:	Kinesthetic	imagery	involves	movement	and	physical	sensations,	appealing	to	the	sense	of	motion.	Poets	use	words	like	dancing,	swaying,	or	leaping	to	create	a	sense	of	movement	and	action.7.	Organic	imagery:	Organic	imagery	adds	depth,	richness,	and	emotional	resonance	to	poetry	by	capturing	the	essence	of
the	natural	world	and	inviting	readers	to	experience	its	beauty	and	vitality	through	words.How	Poets	Use	ImageryPoets	employ	various	techniques	to	effectively	use	imagery	in	their	work:1.	Concrete	Language:	Poets	use	specific,	concrete	language	rather	than	abstract	concepts	to	create	clear	and	vivid	images.	For	example,	instead	of	saying	sadness,
they	might	describe	tears	streaming	down	her	cheeks.2.	Sensory	Details:	Including	sensory	details	like	colors,	sounds,	smells,	tastes,	and	textures	enriches	the	imagery	and	makes	the	poem	more	sensory-rich.3.	Metaphors	and	Similes:	Metaphors	and	similes	compare	one	thing	to	another,	often	using	vivid	imagery.	For	example,	her	laughter	was	a
bubbling	brook	uses	imagery	to	describe	the	sound	of	laughter.4.	Symbolism:	Poets	use	symbols	that	have	rich,	layered	meanings	to	create	powerful	imagery.	For	instance,	a	withered	rose	might	symbolize	lost	love	or	decay.Examples	of	Imagery	in	Famous	PoemsLets	explore	some	examples	of	imagery	in	famous	poems:1.	The	Road	Not	Taken	by
Robert	Frost:	In	this	poem,	Frost	uses	imagery	to	describe	the	diverging	paths	in	a	forest,	symbolizing	choices	in	life.	The	lines	Two	roads	diverged	in	a	yellow	wood	and	I	took	the	one	less	traveled	by	create	vivid	visual	imagery.2.	I	Wandered	Lonely	as	a	Cloud	by	William	Wordsworth:	Wordsworth	uses	imagery	to	describe	fields	of	daffodils	in	this
poem.	The	lines	Beside	the	lake,	beneath	the	trees,	/	Fluttering	and	dancing	in	the	breeze	evoke	a	sense	of	movement	and	beauty.3.	Ode	to	the	West	Wind	by	Percy	Bysshe	Shelley:	Shelleys	poem	is	rich	in	imagery,	particularly	in	describing	the	power	of	the	wind.	Lines	like	O	wild	West	Wind,	thou	breath	of	Autumns	being	and	Make	me	thy	lyre	use
auditory	and	kinesthetic	imagery	to	convey	the	winds	force.ConclusionImagery	is	a	powerful	tool	in	the	poets	arsenal,	allowing	them	to	create	vivid,	sensory-rich	experiences	for	readers.	By	appealing	to	the	senses	and	using	descriptive	language,	poets	can	evoke	emotions,	convey	themes,	and	bring	their	poems	to	life	in	the	minds	of	readers.
Understanding	imagery	enhances	our	appreciation	of	poetry	and	deepens	our	connection	to	the	words	on	the	page.FAQs:1.	What	Pertains	to	Imagery	in	Poetry?Imagery	in	poetry	pertains	to	the	use	of	vivid	and	descriptive	language	that	appeals	to	the	readers	senses.	It	encompasses	the	creation	of	mental	images	or	pictures	through	words,	allowing
readers	to	visualize	and	experience	the	emotions,	settings,	and	characters	portrayed	in	the	poem.	Imagery	engages	the	senses	of	sight,	sound,	taste,	touch,	and	smell,	making	the	poem	more	immersive	and	captivating.	It	involves	using	sensory	details	and	figurative	language	to	evoke	emotions,	create	atmosphere,	and	convey	complex	ideas	in	a
sensory-rich	manner.2.	Is	Personification	a	Type	of	Imagery?Yes,	personification	is	indeed	a	type	of	imagery	used	in	poetry.	Personification	involves	attributing	human	qualities,	characteristics,	or	actions	to	non-human	entities,	such	as	animals,	objects,	or	abstract	concepts.	By	personifying	these	entities,	poets	create	vivid	and	imaginative	images	that
make	the	poem	more	engaging	and	relatable	to	readers.	Personification	is	a	powerful	literary	device	that	brings	life	and	personality	to	inanimate	objects	or	abstract	ideas,	making	them	more	tangible	and	accessible	to	human	experience.	It	enhances	the	imagery	by	adding	depth,	emotion,	and	storytelling	elements	to	the	poem.3.	What	is	Imagery	in
Poetry	for	Kids?Imagery	in	poetry	for	kids	is	a	creative	and	engaging	way	to	introduce	young	readers	to	the	beauty	and	power	of	language.	It	involves	using	vivid	and	descriptive	language	that	appeals	to	childrens	senses,	imagination,	and	emotions.	Imagery	in	childrens	poetry	often	includes	colorful	and	playful	descriptions	of	nature,	animals,
everyday	objects,	and	fantastical	scenes.	Poets	for	kids	may	use	sensory	details,	similes,	metaphors,	and	personification	to	create	lively	and	memorable	images	that	captivate	young	readers	attention	and	foster	their	love	for	poetry.Imagery	is	one	of	the	literary	devices	that	engage	the	human	senses;	sight,	hearing,	taste,	and	touch.	Imagery	is	as
important	as	metaphor	and	simile	and	can	be	written	without	using	any	figurative	language	at	all.	It	represents	object,	action,	and	idea	which	appeal	our	senses.	Sometimes	it	becomes	more	complex	than	just	a	picture.	There	are	five	main	types	of	imagery,	each	related	to	one	of	the	human	senses:A	writer	can	use	single	or	multiple	imageries	in	his
writings.	Imagery	can	be	literal.	They	also	allow	the	readers	to	directly	sympathize	with	the	character	and	narrator.	Through	imagery,	the	reader	imagines	a	similar	sensory	experience.	It	helps	to	build	compelling	poetry,	convincing	narratives,	clear	plays,	well-designed	film	sets,	and	heart	touching	descriptive	songs.	It	involves	imagination.	Hence,
writing	without	imagery	would	be	dull	and	dry,	and	writing	with	imagery	can	be	gripping	and	vibrant.	The	necessary	sensory	detail	can	allow	the	reader	to	understand	the	character	and	minute	details	of	writing	which	a	writer	wants	to	communicate.	Imagery	can	be	symbolic,	which	deepens	the	impact	of	the	text.	For	more	explanation	refer	to	this
article:	//literarydevices.net/figurative-language/.Here	are	a	few	examples	of	imagery	in	a	poetry:After	Apple	picking-	Robert	FrostI	feel	the	ladder	sway	as	the	boughs	bend.And	I	keep	hearing	from	the	cellar	binThe	rumbling	soundOf	load	on	load	of	apples	coming	in.These	lines	have	powerful	imagery.	We	can	feel	the	swaying	ladder,	see	the	bending
boughs	and	hear	the	rumbling	sound	of	apples	going	in	the	cellar	bin.	These	lines	are	literal.	Every	word	means	what	it	typically	means.	The	entire	poem	is	imagery	that	conveys	deep	feelings	of	contemplation	and	subtle	remorse	for	things	left	undone	to	the	reader.Romeo	and	Juliet	W.	ShakespeareO,	she	doth	teach	the	torches	to	burn	bright!Her
beauty	hangs	upon	the	cheek	of	night,Like	a	rich	jewel	in	an	Ethiops	earHere	Romeo	is	comparing	the	beauty	of	Juliet.	He	says	that	she	looks	more	radiant	than	brightly	lit	torches	in	the	hall.	Further,	he	says	that	her	face	glows	like	a	precious	bright	jewel	against	the	dark	skin	of	an	African	in	the	night.	Here	he	uses	the	contrasting	images	of	light	and
dark	to	portray	her	beauty.	The	imagery	also	involves	the	use	of	figurative	language;	he	uses	the	simile	to	enhance	the	imagery.To	Autumn	John	KeatsUntil	they	think	warm	days	will	never	cease,For	summer	has	oer-brimmd	their	clammy	cells.Who	hath	not	seen	thee	oft	amid	thy	store?Sometimes	whoever	seeks	abroad	may	findThee	sitting	careless
on	a	granary	floor,Thy	hair	soft-lifted	by	thewinnowingwind;Or	on	a	half-reapd	furrow	sound	asleepTo	Autumn	is	rich	in	imagery,	evoking	the	perception	of	sight,	hearing,	smell,	taste,	and	touch.	The	above	lines	are	primarily	visual	imagery.	The	tactile	imagery	(touch)	is	seen	in	the	warmth	of	the	day,	the	clammy	cells,	the	soft	lifted	hair.Daffodils
W.W.Worth.I	Wandered	Lonely	as	a	CloudThat	floats	on	high	oer	vales	and	hills,When	all	at	once	I	saw	a	crowd,A	host,	of	golden	daffodils;Beside	the	lake,	beneath	the	trees,Fluttering	and	dancing	in	the	breeze.This	is	a	very	good	example	of	imagery.	We	can	see	the	vales	and	hills	through	which	the	speaker	wanders,	and	the	daffodils	cover	the	whole
landscape.	The	poet	uses	the	sense	of	sight	to	create	a	host	of	golden	daffodils	beside	the	lake.	The	rich	golden	color	is	also	appealing	to	our	senses.Prophyrias	lover	Robert	BrowningWhen	glided	in	Porphyria;	straightShe	shut	the	cold	out	and	the	storm,And	kneeled	and	made	the	cheerless	grateBlaze	up,	and	all	the	cottage	warmIn	the	above	lines,
uses	the	sense	of	touch	(tactile	imagery).	The	writer	appeals	to	our	sense	of	touch.	For	example,	the	chill	of	a	storm,	the	sensation	when	the	door	is	closed	to	it,	and	the	fires	blaze	coming	from	the	furnace	grate	to	describe	the	warmth	of	the	cottage.Rain	In	summer	H.W.LongFellowThey	silently	inhalethe	clover-scented	gale,And	the	vapors	that
ariseFrom	the	well-watered	and	smoking	soilIn	the	above	lines,	the	poet	has	used	olfactory	imagery	(sense	of	smell).	The	phrases	clover-	scented	breeze	and	well-watered	and	smoking	soil	paint	a	clear	picture	in	the	readers	mind	about	the	smells	after	rainfall.	For	a	moment	reader	finds	himself	between	the	prevailing	scents	of	post-rain	time.Kubla
Khan	S.T.ColeridgeThe	shadow	of	the	dome	of	pleasureFloated	midway	on	the	waves;Where	we	heard	the	mingled	measureFrom	the	fountain	and	the	caves.Here	there	is	the	use	of	visual	as	well	as	auditory	imageries.	The	shadow	of	the	dome	which	is	floating	on	the	waves	of	the	river,	describes	its	beauty.	In	the	next	line,	the	reader	can	hear	the
mingled	sounds	of	fountain	and	caves.Prelude	T.S.EliotThe	winter	evening	settles	downWith	smells	of	steaks	in	passagewaysSix	o	clock.The	burnt-	out	ends	of	smoky	days.The	morning	comes	to	consciousnessOf	faint	stale	smells	of	beer.Here	the	poet	uses	sharp	imagery	to	help	the	reader	imagine	the	future	of	the	world.	His	line	the	faint	stale	smells
of	beer	clearly	brings	the	sense	of	smell	to	our	mind.	Later	the	lines	there	is	olfactory	imagery	in	the	winter	evening	settles	down/	with	the	smell	of	steaks	in	passageways.Summer	Night	Alfred	TennysonAnd	like	a	ghost,	she	glimmers	on	to	me.Now	lies	the	Earth	all	Dana	to	the	stars,And	all	thy	heart	lies	open	unto	me.Now	slides	the	silent	meteor	on,
and	leavesA	shining	furrow,	as	thy	thoughts	in	me.Now	folds	the	lily	all	her	sweetness	up,And	slips	into	the	bosom	of	the	lakeSo	fold	thyself,	my	dearest,	thou,	and	slipInto	my	bosom	and	be	lost	in	meThe	words	shining,	sweetness,	slips	and	glimmer	appeal	to	our	visual	senses	as	he	creates	a	beautiful	picture	of	the	night.	The	shooting	stars	(meteors)
and	its	shiny	tail	is	a	very	sparkling	image	which	he	uses	for	young	man	and	woman.	The	beautiful	atmosphere	of	twilight	and	gathering	darkness	filled	with	stars.Sweet	Potato	Pie	James	TaylorTender	like	a	night	in	June,Sweeter	than	a	honeymoon,Brighter	than	a	silver	spoon,Just	as	crazy	as	a	loon.Softer	than	a	lullaby,Deeper	than	the	midnight
sky,Soulful	as	a	babys	cry,My	sweet	potato	pie.In	the	above	lines,	we	can	imagine	nature,	months	and	seasons	with	the	help	of	visual	imagery.	The	words	tender,	sweeter,	brighter,	softer,	deeper	and	babys	cry	can	ingenuously	appeal	our	senses.	Imagery	in	poetry	refers	to	descriptive	language	used	by	a	poet	to	evoke	a	mental	image	or	sensation	in
the	reader.This	is	often	accomplished	by	using	figurative	language	such	as	metaphors,	similes,	and	allusions.	Imaginative	and	creative	writing,	combined	with	vivid	descriptions,	help	to	create	the	imagery.	By	painting	a	picture	in	the	readers	mind,	poets	give	readers	a	more	immersive	understanding	of	the	poems	message.	Imagery	with	Various
Literary	Devices	Figurative	language	helps	to	make	the	poem	more	impactful	and	often	stands	out	to	the	reader.The	most	popular	examples	of	figurative	language	used	for	imagery	in	poetry	include	similes	and	metaphors.	A	simile	compares	two	different	things	using	like	or	as.	For	example,	Robert	Frost	in	his	famous	poem	Stopping	by	Woods	on	a
Snowy	Evening	writes:the	woods	are	lovely,	dark	and	deep,/But	I	have	promises	to	keep/And	miles	to	go	before	I	sleepHere,	the	poet	compared	the	woods	to	something	that	was	dark	and	deep.In	a	metaphor,	the	two	things	are	stated	as	being	one,	without	using	any	comparison	words.	For	example,	the	poet	Emily	Dickinson	wrote	in	her	poem	Hope	Is
The	Thing	With	Feathers:Hope	is	the	thing	with	feathersThat	perches	in	the	soulIn	this	case,	the	poet	compared	hope	to	a	bird	that	perches	in	the	soul.The	use	of	allusion	is	another	great	way	to	create	imagery	in	poetry.	An	allusion	is	when	a	writer	references	a	historical	event,	character,	or	book.For	example,	in	William	Wordsworths	poem	The
Solitary	Reaper,	he	makes	a	reference	to	the	ancient	Greek	myth	of	Persephone:O	listen!	for	the	Vale	profoundIs	overflowing	with	the	sound	Through	this,	the	poet	created	the	allusion	of	a	soul	being	in	the	valley,	a	popular	theme	in	Greek	mythology.The	Purpose	of	Imagery	in	Poetry	The	purpose	of	imagery	in	poetry	is	two-fold.	First,	it	enables	the
poet	to	create	physical	and	emotional	images	in	the	readers	mind,	as	if	they	were	a	part	of	the	poem.	This	helps	the	reader	to	engage	more	deeply	with	the	poems	subject	matter.Second,	imagery	can	help	to	convey	the	poets	message	more	effectively	and	vividly	than	mere	words	on	the	page.When	imagery	is	used	effectively,	it	can	evoke	a	range	of
feelings	and	emotions	in	the	reader.	For	example,	in	the	poem	The	Road	Not	Taken	by	Robert	Frost,	the	poet	uses	imagery	to	create	a	sense	of	nostalgia	and	regret:I	shall	be	telling	this	with	a	sighSomewhere	ages	and	ages	henceThe	poets	description	of	the	road	being	unalterably	unresponsive	helps	the	reader	to	understand	the	feeling	of	heartache
and	regret	associated	with	the	choice	the	speaker	made.Descriptive	ImageryYou	might	likeWhy	is	william	wordsworth	famous?In	poetry,	descriptive	imagery	can	help	to	create	vivid	images	in	the	readers	mind.	Through	the	use	of	sensory	language,	the	poet	can	transport	the	reader	to	the	image	or	scene	being	depicted.	For	example,	in	the	poem	A
Poison	Tree	by	William	Blake,	the	poet	paints	a	vivid	picture	in	the	readers	mind:I	was	angry	with	my	friendI	told	my	wrath,	my	wrath	did	endI	was	angry	with	my	foeI	told	it	not,	my	wrath	did	growThe	poets	description	of	his	wrath	growing	like	a	tree,	with	the	buds	and	leaves	of	anger,	helps	the	reader	to	viscerally	understand	the	emotion	the
speaker	is	feeling.Evoking	Strong	VisualsAn	effective	way	to	create	imagery	in	poetry	is	to	evoke	strong	visuals	in	the	readers	mind.	This	can	be	done	through	the	use	of	visual	metaphors	and	similes,	as	well	as	descriptive	language.	For	example,	in	the	poem	The	Tyger	by	William	Blake,	the	poet	uses	visual	imagery	to	evoke	a	powerful	image	in	the
readers	mind:In	what	distant	deeps	or	skiesBurnt	the	fire	of	thine	eyes?On	what	wings	dare	he	aspire?What	the	hand,	dare	seize	the	fire?The	poets	description	of	the	distant	deeps	and	the	fire	of	[the	tygers]	eyes	help	to	create	a	vivid	image	in	the	readers	mind.Using	Imagery	to	Convey	an	Abstract	MessageImagery	in	poetry	can	also	be	used	to
convey	an	abstract	message	or	idea.	Through	the	use	of	visual	language,	the	poet	can	help	the	reader	to	better	understand	the	poems	theme.	For	example,	in	the	poem	The	New	Colossus	by	Emma	Lazarus,	the	poet	uses	imagery	to	convey	the	idea	of	freedom	for	all:Bring	me	your	tired,	your	poor,Your	huddled	masses	yearning	to	breathe	freeThe
poets	description	of	the	huddled	masses	yearning	to	breathe	free	helps	the	reader	to	viscerally	comprehend	the	idea	of	freedom	and	equality.Turning	a	Common	Idea	into	a	Vivid	ImageImagery	in	poetry	can	also	be	used	to	turn	a	common	idea	into	a	vivid	image.	For	example,	in	the	poem	The	Lamb	by	William	Blake,	the	poet	uses	imagery	to	paint	a
powerful	picture	of	innocence	and	purity:Little	lamb,	who	made	theeDost	thou	know	who	made	theeThe	poets	description	of	the	lamb	as	a	symbol	of	innocence	and	purity	helps	the	reader	to	understand	the	deeper	meaning	of	the	poem.Vividly	Describing	Natural	ElementsYou	might	likeWhat	college	was	william	wordsworth	at?Imagery	in	poetry	can
also	be	used	to	vividly	describe	elements	of	nature.	By	using	sensory	language	to	evoke	images	of	the	natural	world,	the	reader	can	gain	a	better	understanding	of	the	poems	subject	matter.	For	example,	in	the	poem	The	Wind	by	Robert	Frost,	the	poet	uses	imagery	to	describe	the	power	of	the	wind:The	house-dog	on	my	kneeHas	stilled	his	plaintive
plea,And	Looks	afar	with	strange	portentAt	a	distant	hillock	greenThe	poets	description	of	the	dog	looking	afar	with	strange	portent	helps	the	reader	to	understand	the	power	and	unpredictability	of	the	wind.Exploring	Themes	of	Love	and	LossImagery	in	poetry	can	also	be	used	to	explore	themes	of	love	and	loss.	By	using	sensory	language,	the	poet
can	evoke	powerful	emotions	in	the	reader.	For	example,	in	the	poem	Bright	Star	by	John	Keats,	the	poet	uses	imagery	to	explore	the	themes	of	love,	longing,	and	loss:Bright	star,	would	I	were	stedfast	as	thou	artNot	in	lone	splendour	hung	aloft	the	night,And	watching,	with	eternal	lids	apart,Like	natures	patient,	sleepless	EremiteIn	this	case,	the
poets	description	of	the	star	as	a	sleepless	Eremite	helps	to	evoke	a	sense	of	longing	for	a	lost	love.Exploring	MemoriesImagery	in	poetry	can	also	be	used	to	explore	memories	and	moments.	By	using	sensory	language,	the	poet	can	evoke	a	range	of	emotions	in	the	reader.	For	example,	in	the	poem	The	Road	Not	Taken	by	Robert	Frost,	the	poet	uses
imagery	to	explore	the	consequences	of	decisions	made	in	life:Two	roads	diverged	in	a	wood,	and	II	took	the	one	less	traveled	by,And	that	has	made	all	the	differenceThe	poets	description	of	the	diverging	roads	helps	the	reader	to	understand	the	speakers	nostalgia	for	the	one	not	chosen.Exploring	Darker	ConceptsImagery	in	poetry	can	also	be	used
to	explore	darker	concepts	and	ideas.	By	using	strong	emotional	language	and	vivid	descriptions,	the	poet	can	transport	the	reader	to	a	dark	and	sometimes	disturbing	world.	For	example,	in	the	poem	The	Raven	by	Edgar	Allen	Poe,	the	poet	uses	imagery	to	explore	the	themes	of	death	and	despair:Ah,	distinctly	I	remember	it	was	in	the	bleak
DecemberAnd	each	separate	dying	ember	wrought	its	ghost	upon	the	floorThe	poets	description	of	the	dying	embers	helps	to	create	a	vivid	image	of	despair	and	loneliness	in	the	readers	mind.	
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