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Communication	has	come	a	long	way	since	the	advent	of	writing,	from	letters	to	SMS	messaging.	Now,	most	communication	occurs	via	messaging	apps,	which	often	have	end-to-end	encryption,	free	text	messaging	and	phone	calls,	and	handy	voice	messages.	Text	messaging	apps	come	in	a	wide	variety,	from	team-oriented	apps	such	as	Slack	to	casual
apps	like	Skype	and	Viber.	All	you	need	is	a	contemporary	Android	tablet	and	a	stable	internet	connection.	This	article	lists	the	best	free	texting	apps	for	Android,	iOS,	and	Windows.	The	best	text	messaging	apps	The	most	common	form	of	texting	worldwide	is	through	over-the-top	(OTT)	services	that	operate	on	top	of	another	service.	In	this	case,	the
internet.	Apps	that	offer	OTT	messaging	surged	in	popularity	in	the	2010s	because	they	were	free	and	weren't	tethered	to	a	mobile	phone	service	or	a	contract.	In-app	purchases	No	Subscription	No	ChromeOS	support	Yes	Publish	date	Oct	18,	2010	WhatsApp	is	the	most	popular	OTT	messaging	app	in	the	world.	In	addition	to	top-notch	texting,	you
can	make	voice	calls	and	video	calls	without	dealing	with	ads.	The	app	supports	group	chats	and	WhatsApp	communities	for	your	friends,	family,	or	Pokmon	GO	raid	crew.	WhatsApp	hasn't	caught	on	in	the	States	like	in	other	countries	(India	has	more	WhatsApp	users	than	people	living	in	the	US).	Still,	with	nearly	100	million	users	and	cash	transfers
in	the	pipeline,	it	won't	be	long	before	it's	on	your	phone.	WhatsApp	offers	apps	on	the	desktop.	You	don't	need	to	reach	out	to	your	phone	to	continue	communication	over	the	platform.	In-app	purchases	$0.05	$399.99	per	item	Subscription	No	ChromeOS	support	Yes	Publish	date	Jan	30,	2014	There's	not	much	that	distinguishes	Messenger	from	its
nearest	competitor,	WhatsApp,	other	than	Facebook's	massive	user	base,	which	is	tied	into	Messenger.	That	alone	has	made	Messenger	king	of	the	messaging	apps	in	the	US,	holding	nearly	65%	of	the	market.	In	addition,	Messenger	doesn't	require	a	phone	number	like	WhatsApp,	meaning	you	don't	need	a	plan	(or	a	phone)	to	use	it.	In	addition	to	its
Facebook-integrated	desktop	version,	Messenger	offers	a	more	streamlined	mobile	app.	In-app	purchases	$4.99	$289.99	per	item	Subscription	Yes	ChromeOS	support	Yes	Publish	date	Sep	6,	2013	On	the	surface,	Telegram	seems	a	lot	like	WhatsApp	or	Messenger.	It	offers	text	messaging,	voice	and	video	calling,	multimedia	(including	emojis,	GIFs,
and	stickers),	and	group	chats.	When	you	delve	into	the	service,	it	becomes	clear	that	Telegram	is	different.	Telegram	groups	can	accommodate	up	to	200,000	members,	and	it	has	channels	(like	a	cross	between	a	subreddit	and	a	chat	room),	which	means	Telegram	functions	more	like	a	social	network	than	a	messaging	app.	Unlike	WhatsApp	and
Messenger,	Telegram	offers	a	premium	plan	to	unlock	more	features	for	your	account.	Even	though	SMS	messaging	isn't	as	prevalent	internationally,	it's	still	one	of	the	most	common	forms	of	messaging	in	the	US.	In	addition	to	the	interpersonal	texting	we're	used	to,	SMS	has	become	the	de	facto	method	of	one-time	password	delivery.	In	other
words,	the	messaging	standard	isn't	going	anywhere	soon.	SMS	messaging	apps	come	in	two	flavors:	apps	that	work	with	your	existing	phone	plan,	essentially	replacing	your	default	messaging	app,	and	apps	that	provide	you	with	an	additional	phone	number	from	which	to	text,	often	with	limitations.	In-app	purchases	No	Subscription	No	ChromeOS
support	No	Publish	date	Nov	12,	2014	Messages	is	the	king	of	SMS	on	Android	devices,	with	over	one	billion	downloads.	On	top	of	standard	SMS	and	MMS	message	support,	Google's	flagship	messaging	app	supports	RCS	messaging	(if	your	carrier	supports	it).	In	addition	to	sending	audio	and	video,	your	chats	are	end-to-end	encrypted	and	can	be
sent	over	Wi-Fi,	bypassing	cellular	networks.	Messages	is	integrated	with	other	Google	services,	meaning	you	can	set	reminders	or	add	info	to	your	calendar	from	the	app.	In-app	purchases	$6.49	per	item	Subscription	No	ChromeOS	support	Yes	Publish	date	N/A	Chomp	has	been	around	since	2013,	and	it	stands	above	other	apps	with	its
customization	options.	Do	you	want	to	change	the	LED	notification	color?	Chomp	can	do	that.	Do	you	want	to	change	colors,	fonts,	and	ringtones?	Chomp	has	that	covered.	In	addition,	you	can	schedule	when	you	want	messages	sent,	add	a	signature	to	your	texts,	or	lock	them	behind	a	password	to	keep	them	safe	from	prying	eyes.	In-app	purchases
No	Subscription	No	ChromeOS	support	Yes	Publish	date	N/A	Google	Voice	transcends	the	label	of	a	mere	messaging	app.	When	you	sign	up	for	the	service,	you	get	a	texting	app	(SMS	and	MMS,	no	RCS).	You	also	get	a	new	phone	number	with	voicemail	and	free	unlimited	calling	to	any	number	in	the	US	or	Canada	(except	for	800	numbers).	You	can
make	international	calls	for	as	little	as	$0.01	per	minute.	The	only	caveat	is	that	you	must	be	in	the	US	to	sign	up	for	Google	Voice.	After	you're	signed	up,	you	can	call	US	and	Canadian	numbers	for	free	anywhere	in	the	world	where	you	can	access	the	internet.	In-app	purchases	$0.99	$44.99	per	item	Subscription	No	ChromeOS	support	No	Publish
date	N/A	TextPlus	is	similar	to	Google	Voice,	except	it	has	more	limitations.	It	offers	free	SMS	texting	over	Wi-Fi	to	the	US	and	Canada.	You	can	also	choose	the	area	code	of	your	new	phone	number	(subject	to	availability)	in	case	you've	been	itching	to	flex	a	Manhattan	212	phone	number.	If	you	don't	want	the	Manhattan	number,	you	can	change	it
for	free.	One	drawback	to	the	app	is	that	you	can	only	text	within	the	US	and	Canada,	but	you	can	call	almost	anywhere	in	the	world	at	rates	starting	at	$0.02	per	minute.	In-app	purchases	$0.99	$99.99	per	item	Subscription	Yes	ChromeOS	support	No	Publish	date	Sep	1,	2012	TextNow	gives	you	your	own	phone	number	and	unlimited	texting	and
calling	within	the	US	and	Canada.	TextNow	is	ad-supported,	so	its	basic	services	are	free.	It	also	has	several	subscriptions	to	enhance	your	experience.	For	$5	a	year,	you	get	a	premium	number	that	is	easier	to	remember	(think	444-333-1234).	Like	Google	Voice	and	TextPlus,	you	can	send	your	texts	over	Wi-Fi.	If	you	want	more	freedom,	sign	up	for	a
TextNow	data	plan	(starting	at	1GB	for	$9	per	month)	and	pay	a	one-time	cost	of	$1	to	have	a	physical	SIM	card	sent	to	you.	The	Android	ecosystem	for	texting	apps	is	vibrant	and	growing,	and	this	list	is	just	a	sample	of	messaging	apps	available.	It's	a	good	place	to	start	if	you're	in	the	market	for	a	new	messaging	service.	If	you	want	to	know	if
you've	been	left	on	read,	turn	on	read	receipts	to	find	out.	If	privacy	is	your	top	priority,	check	out	the	top	encrypted	messaging	apps	on	Android.	Text	messages	are	short	written	messages	that	can	be	sent	between	electronic	equipment	such	as	cell	phones	and	web	sites.	Also	known	as	SMS	(short	message	service),	text	messages	are	a	common	and
quick	form	of	communication	and	is	the	most	widely	used	data	application	in	the	world.	74%	of	cell	phone	owners	engage	in	text	messaging.	Whilst	originally,	an	SMS	referred	to	only	text,	they	can	now	include	video,	photo	and	audio	files.	The	keys	on	a	cell	phone	are	used	to	type	messages	using	the	letters	of	the	alphabet.	The	Invention	of	Text
Messaging	The	concept	of	being	able	to	send	and	receive	text	messages	via	a	cell	phone	was	first	thought	of	in	the	1980s.	Various	companies	played	around	with	the	idea,	but	the	SMS	concept	was	developed	in	the	Franco-German	GSM	cooperation	in	1984	by	Friedhelm	Hillebrand	and	Bernard	Ghillebaert.	They	came	up	with	a	way	to	transmit	short
(128	byte)	text	messages	using	the	existing	cell	phone	signalling	format.	New	programming	was	included	into	cell	towers	to	allow	for	this	new	service	when	it	began	to	be	used.	The	main	GSM	group	approved	the	use	of	SMS	in	1985	and	began	to	work	towards	this	service	being	available	to	all	cell	phone	users.	Different	sections	of	the	GSM	group
worked	on	different	aspects	of	SMS	such	as	the	specifications,	implementations	and	integration	protocols.	Who	sent	the	first	SMS?The	first	SMS	to	be	sent	was	on	the	3rd	of	December	1992,	in	the	United	Kingdom.	It	was	sent	from	a	personal	computer	to	an	Orbitel	901	handset	using	the	Vodafone	network.	Neil	Papworth	of	Sema	Group	(now	Airwide
Solutions)	sent	the	text	message	Merry	Christmas	to	Vodafones	Richard	Jarvis.	SMS	was	first	used	commercially	by	Aldiscon,	part	of	Logica	(now	part	of	Acision),	with	Telia	(now	TeliaSonera)	in	Sweden	in	1993.	It	was	first	sold	to	consumers	as	a	person-to-person	text	messaging	service	by	Radiolinja	(now	part	of	Elisa)	in	Finland	in	1993.	Most
handsets	did	not	support	text	messaging	to	start	with.	However,	by	the	year	2000	text	messaging	became	a	viable	way	to	connect	with	other	people.	Related	ArticlesWhen	was	the	cell	phone	inventedWho	Invented	Cell	Phones	Communication	has	come	a	long	way	since	the	advent	of	writing,	from	letters	to	SMS	messaging.	Now,	most	communication
occurs	via	messaging	apps,	which	often	have	end-to-end	encryption,	free	text	messaging	and	phone	calls,	and	handy	voice	messages.	Text	messaging	apps	come	in	a	wide	variety,	from	team-oriented	apps	such	as	Slack	to	casual	apps	like	Skype	and	Viber.	All	you	need	is	a	contemporary	Android	tablet	and	a	stable	internet	connection.	This	article	lists
the	best	free	texting	apps	for	Android,	iOS,	and	Windows.	The	best	text	messaging	apps	The	most	common	form	of	texting	worldwide	is	through	over-the-top	(OTT)	services	that	operate	on	top	of	another	service.	In	this	case,	the	internet.	Apps	that	offer	OTT	messaging	surged	in	popularity	in	the	2010s	because	they	were	free	and	weren't	tethered	to	a
mobile	phone	service	or	a	contract.	In-app	purchases	No	Subscription	No	ChromeOS	support	Yes	Publish	date	Oct	18,	2010	WhatsApp	is	the	most	popular	OTT	messaging	app	in	the	world.	In	addition	to	top-notch	texting,	you	can	make	voice	calls	and	video	calls	without	dealing	with	ads.	The	app	supports	group	chats	and	WhatsApp	communities	for
your	friends,	family,	or	Pokmon	GO	raid	crew.	WhatsApp	hasn't	caught	on	in	the	States	like	in	other	countries	(India	has	more	WhatsApp	users	than	people	living	in	the	US).	Still,	with	nearly	100	million	users	and	cash	transfers	in	the	pipeline,	it	won't	be	long	before	it's	on	your	phone.	WhatsApp	offers	apps	on	the	desktop.	You	don't	need	to	reach	out
to	your	phone	to	continue	communication	over	the	platform.	In-app	purchases	$0.05	$399.99	per	item	Subscription	No	ChromeOS	support	Yes	Publish	date	Jan	30,	2014	There's	not	much	that	distinguishes	Messenger	from	its	nearest	competitor,	WhatsApp,	other	than	Facebook's	massive	user	base,	which	is	tied	into	Messenger.	That	alone	has	made
Messenger	king	of	the	messaging	apps	in	the	US,	holding	nearly	65%	of	the	market.	In	addition,	Messenger	doesn't	require	a	phone	number	like	WhatsApp,	meaning	you	don't	need	a	plan	(or	a	phone)	to	use	it.	In	addition	to	its	Facebook-integrated	desktop	version,	Messenger	offers	a	more	streamlined	mobile	app.	In-app	purchases	$4.99	$289.99	per
item	Subscription	Yes	ChromeOS	support	Yes	Publish	date	Sep	6,	2013	On	the	surface,	Telegram	seems	a	lot	like	WhatsApp	or	Messenger.	It	offers	text	messaging,	voice	and	video	calling,	multimedia	(including	emojis,	GIFs,	and	stickers),	and	group	chats.	When	you	delve	into	the	service,	it	becomes	clear	that	Telegram	is	different.	Telegram	groups
can	accommodate	up	to	200,000	members,	and	it	has	channels	(like	a	cross	between	a	subreddit	and	a	chat	room),	which	means	Telegram	functions	more	like	a	social	network	than	a	messaging	app.	Unlike	WhatsApp	and	Messenger,	Telegram	offers	a	premium	plan	to	unlock	more	features	for	your	account.	Even	though	SMS	messaging	isn't	as
prevalent	internationally,	it's	still	one	of	the	most	common	forms	of	messaging	in	the	US.	In	addition	to	the	interpersonal	texting	we're	used	to,	SMS	has	become	the	de	facto	method	of	one-time	password	delivery.	In	other	words,	the	messaging	standard	isn't	going	anywhere	soon.	SMS	messaging	apps	come	in	two	flavors:	apps	that	work	with	your
existing	phone	plan,	essentially	replacing	your	default	messaging	app,	and	apps	that	provide	you	with	an	additional	phone	number	from	which	to	text,	often	with	limitations.	In-app	purchases	No	Subscription	No	ChromeOS	support	No	Publish	date	Nov	12,	2014	Messages	is	the	king	of	SMS	on	Android	devices,	with	over	one	billion	downloads.	On	top
of	standard	SMS	and	MMS	message	support,	Google's	flagship	messaging	app	supports	RCS	messaging	(if	your	carrier	supports	it).	In	addition	to	sending	audio	and	video,	your	chats	are	end-to-end	encrypted	and	can	be	sent	over	Wi-Fi,	bypassing	cellular	networks.	Messages	is	integrated	with	other	Google	services,	meaning	you	can	set	reminders	or
add	info	to	your	calendar	from	the	app.	In-app	purchases	$6.49	per	item	Subscription	No	ChromeOS	support	Yes	Publish	date	N/A	Chomp	has	been	around	since	2013,	and	it	stands	above	other	apps	with	its	customization	options.	Do	you	want	to	change	the	LED	notification	color?	Chomp	can	do	that.	Do	you	want	to	change	colors,	fonts,	and
ringtones?	Chomp	has	that	covered.	In	addition,	you	can	schedule	when	you	want	messages	sent,	add	a	signature	to	your	texts,	or	lock	them	behind	a	password	to	keep	them	safe	from	prying	eyes.	In-app	purchases	No	Subscription	No	ChromeOS	support	Yes	Publish	date	N/A	Google	Voice	transcends	the	label	of	a	mere	messaging	app.	When	you	sign
up	for	the	service,	you	get	a	texting	app	(SMS	and	MMS,	no	RCS).	You	also	get	a	new	phone	number	with	voicemail	and	free	unlimited	calling	to	any	number	in	the	US	or	Canada	(except	for	800	numbers).	You	can	make	international	calls	for	as	little	as	$0.01	per	minute.	The	only	caveat	is	that	you	must	be	in	the	US	to	sign	up	for	Google	Voice.	After
you're	signed	up,	you	can	call	US	and	Canadian	numbers	for	free	anywhere	in	the	world	where	you	can	access	the	internet.	In-app	purchases	$0.99	$44.99	per	item	Subscription	No	ChromeOS	support	No	Publish	date	N/A	TextPlus	is	similar	to	Google	Voice,	except	it	has	more	limitations.	It	offers	free	SMS	texting	over	Wi-Fi	to	the	US	and	Canada.
You	can	also	choose	the	area	code	of	your	new	phone	number	(subject	to	availability)	in	case	you've	been	itching	to	flex	a	Manhattan	212	phone	number.	If	you	don't	want	the	Manhattan	number,	you	can	change	it	for	free.	One	drawback	to	the	app	is	that	you	can	only	text	within	the	US	and	Canada,	but	you	can	call	almost	anywhere	in	the	world	at
rates	starting	at	$0.02	per	minute.	In-app	purchases	$0.99	$99.99	per	item	Subscription	Yes	ChromeOS	support	No	Publish	date	Sep	1,	2012	TextNow	gives	you	your	own	phone	number	and	unlimited	texting	and	calling	within	the	US	and	Canada.	TextNow	is	ad-supported,	so	its	basic	services	are	free.	It	also	has	several	subscriptions	to	enhance	your
experience.	For	$5	a	year,	you	get	a	premium	number	that	is	easier	to	remember	(think	444-333-1234).	Like	Google	Voice	and	TextPlus,	you	can	send	your	texts	over	Wi-Fi.	If	you	want	more	freedom,	sign	up	for	a	TextNow	data	plan	(starting	at	1GB	for	$9	per	month)	and	pay	a	one-time	cost	of	$1	to	have	a	physical	SIM	card	sent	to	you.	The	Android
ecosystem	for	texting	apps	is	vibrant	and	growing,	and	this	list	is	just	a	sample	of	messaging	apps	available.	It's	a	good	place	to	start	if	you're	in	the	market	for	a	new	messaging	service.	If	you	want	to	know	if	you've	been	left	on	read,	turn	on	read	receipts	to	find	out.	If	privacy	is	your	top	priority,	check	out	the	top	encrypted	messaging	apps	on
Android.	Communication	has	come	a	long	way	since	the	advent	of	writing,	from	letters	to	SMS	messaging.	Now,	most	communication	occurs	via	messaging	apps,	which	often	have	end-to-end	encryption,	free	text	messaging	and	phone	calls,	and	handy	voice	messages.	Text	messaging	apps	come	in	a	wide	variety,	from	team-oriented	apps	such	as	Slack
to	casual	apps	like	Skype	and	Viber.	All	you	need	is	a	contemporary	Android	tablet	and	a	stable	internet	connection.	This	article	lists	the	best	free	texting	apps	for	Android,	iOS,	and	Windows.	The	best	text	messaging	apps	The	most	common	form	of	texting	worldwide	is	through	over-the-top	(OTT)	services	that	operate	on	top	of	another	service.	In	this
case,	the	internet.	Apps	that	offer	OTT	messaging	surged	in	popularity	in	the	2010s	because	they	were	free	and	weren't	tethered	to	a	mobile	phone	service	or	a	contract.	In-app	purchases	No	Subscription	No	ChromeOS	support	Yes	Publish	date	Oct	18,	2010	WhatsApp	is	the	most	popular	OTT	messaging	app	in	the	world.	In	addition	to	top-notch
texting,	you	can	make	voice	calls	and	video	calls	without	dealing	with	ads.	The	app	supports	group	chats	and	WhatsApp	communities	for	your	friends,	family,	or	Pokmon	GO	raid	crew.	WhatsApp	hasn't	caught	on	in	the	States	like	in	other	countries	(India	has	more	WhatsApp	users	than	people	living	in	the	US).	Still,	with	nearly	100	million	users	and
cash	transfers	in	the	pipeline,	it	won't	be	long	before	it's	on	your	phone.	WhatsApp	offers	apps	on	the	desktop.	You	don't	need	to	reach	out	to	your	phone	to	continue	communication	over	the	platform.	In-app	purchases	$0.05	$399.99	per	item	Subscription	No	ChromeOS	support	Yes	Publish	date	Jan	30,	2014	There's	not	much	that	distinguishes
Messenger	from	its	nearest	competitor,	WhatsApp,	other	than	Facebook's	massive	user	base,	which	is	tied	into	Messenger.	That	alone	has	made	Messenger	king	of	the	messaging	apps	in	the	US,	holding	nearly	65%	of	the	market.	In	addition,	Messenger	doesn't	require	a	phone	number	like	WhatsApp,	meaning	you	don't	need	a	plan	(or	a	phone)	to	use
it.	In	addition	to	its	Facebook-integrated	desktop	version,	Messenger	offers	a	more	streamlined	mobile	app.	In-app	purchases	$4.99	$289.99	per	item	Subscription	Yes	ChromeOS	support	Yes	Publish	date	Sep	6,	2013	On	the	surface,	Telegram	seems	a	lot	like	WhatsApp	or	Messenger.	It	offers	text	messaging,	voice	and	video	calling,	multimedia
(including	emojis,	GIFs,	and	stickers),	and	group	chats.	When	you	delve	into	the	service,	it	becomes	clear	that	Telegram	is	different.	Telegram	groups	can	accommodate	up	to	200,000	members,	and	it	has	channels	(like	a	cross	between	a	subreddit	and	a	chat	room),	which	means	Telegram	functions	more	like	a	social	network	than	a	messaging	app.
Unlike	WhatsApp	and	Messenger,	Telegram	offers	a	premium	plan	to	unlock	more	features	for	your	account.	Even	though	SMS	messaging	isn't	as	prevalent	internationally,	it's	still	one	of	the	most	common	forms	of	messaging	in	the	US.	In	addition	to	the	interpersonal	texting	we're	used	to,	SMS	has	become	the	de	facto	method	of	one-time	password
delivery.	In	other	words,	the	messaging	standard	isn't	going	anywhere	soon.	SMS	messaging	apps	come	in	two	flavors:	apps	that	work	with	your	existing	phone	plan,	essentially	replacing	your	default	messaging	app,	and	apps	that	provide	you	with	an	additional	phone	number	from	which	to	text,	often	with	limitations.	In-app	purchases	No
Subscription	No	ChromeOS	support	No	Publish	date	Nov	12,	2014	Messages	is	the	king	of	SMS	on	Android	devices,	with	over	one	billion	downloads.	On	top	of	standard	SMS	and	MMS	message	support,	Google's	flagship	messaging	app	supports	RCS	messaging	(if	your	carrier	supports	it).	In	addition	to	sending	audio	and	video,	your	chats	are	end-to-
end	encrypted	and	can	be	sent	over	Wi-Fi,	bypassing	cellular	networks.	Messages	is	integrated	with	other	Google	services,	meaning	you	can	set	reminders	or	add	info	to	your	calendar	from	the	app.	In-app	purchases	$6.49	per	item	Subscription	No	ChromeOS	support	Yes	Publish	date	N/A	Chomp	has	been	around	since	2013,	and	it	stands	above	other
apps	with	its	customization	options.	Do	you	want	to	change	the	LED	notification	color?	Chomp	can	do	that.	Do	you	want	to	change	colors,	fonts,	and	ringtones?	Chomp	has	that	covered.	In	addition,	you	can	schedule	when	you	want	messages	sent,	add	a	signature	to	your	texts,	or	lock	them	behind	a	password	to	keep	them	safe	from	prying	eyes.	In-app
purchases	No	Subscription	No	ChromeOS	support	Yes	Publish	date	N/A	Google	Voice	transcends	the	label	of	a	mere	messaging	app.	When	you	sign	up	for	the	service,	you	get	a	texting	app	(SMS	and	MMS,	no	RCS).	You	also	get	a	new	phone	number	with	voicemail	and	free	unlimited	calling	to	any	number	in	the	US	or	Canada	(except	for	800
numbers).	You	can	make	international	calls	for	as	little	as	$0.01	per	minute.	The	only	caveat	is	that	you	must	be	in	the	US	to	sign	up	for	Google	Voice.	After	you're	signed	up,	you	can	call	US	and	Canadian	numbers	for	free	anywhere	in	the	world	where	you	can	access	the	internet.	In-app	purchases	$0.99	$44.99	per	item	Subscription	No	ChromeOS
support	No	Publish	date	N/A	TextPlus	is	similar	to	Google	Voice,	except	it	has	more	limitations.	It	offers	free	SMS	texting	over	Wi-Fi	to	the	US	and	Canada.	You	can	also	choose	the	area	code	of	your	new	phone	number	(subject	to	availability)	in	case	you've	been	itching	to	flex	a	Manhattan	212	phone	number.	If	you	don't	want	the	Manhattan	number,
you	can	change	it	for	free.	One	drawback	to	the	app	is	that	you	can	only	text	within	the	US	and	Canada,	but	you	can	call	almost	anywhere	in	the	world	at	rates	starting	at	$0.02	per	minute.	In-app	purchases	$0.99	$99.99	per	item	Subscription	Yes	ChromeOS	support	No	Publish	date	Sep	1,	2012	TextNow	gives	you	your	own	phone	number	and
unlimited	texting	and	calling	within	the	US	and	Canada.	TextNow	is	ad-supported,	so	its	basic	services	are	free.	It	also	has	several	subscriptions	to	enhance	your	experience.	For	$5	a	year,	you	get	a	premium	number	that	is	easier	to	remember	(think	444-333-1234).	Like	Google	Voice	and	TextPlus,	you	can	send	your	texts	over	Wi-Fi.	If	you	want	more
freedom,	sign	up	for	a	TextNow	data	plan	(starting	at	1GB	for	$9	per	month)	and	pay	a	one-time	cost	of	$1	to	have	a	physical	SIM	card	sent	to	you.	The	Android	ecosystem	for	texting	apps	is	vibrant	and	growing,	and	this	list	is	just	a	sample	of	messaging	apps	available.	It's	a	good	place	to	start	if	you're	in	the	market	for	a	new	messaging	service.	If	you
want	to	know	if	you've	been	left	on	read,	turn	on	read	receipts	to	find	out.	If	privacy	is	your	top	priority,	check	out	the	top	encrypted	messaging	apps	on	Android.	Senior	Writer:	Rohit	RajpalIn	todays	mobile	world,	sending	and	receiving	text	messages	is	an	indispensable	critical	part	of	connecting	with	customers,	team	members,	and	vendors.	Whether
youre	a	solopreneur	or	a	large	enterprise,	having	the	ability	to	text	those	in	your	professional	network	is	crucial	for	providing	fast	and	responsive	customer	service.	In	fact,	75%	of	consumers	like	receiving	text	messages	from	brands	(after	theyve	opted	in),	and	20%	have	purchased	after	receiving	a	text	from	a	business.However,	many	business	phone
plans	dont	include	SMS	messaging	or	have	exorbitant	costs	for	sending	high	volumes	of	texts	each	month.	Fortunately,	in	recent	years,	a	lot	of	tools	have	come	up	that	offer	messaging	at	no	cost.As	we	enter	2024,	there	is	now	a	robust	selection	of	top-rated,	effective	apps	to	secure	free	phone	numbers	for	texting	without	blowing	your	budget.	And
thats	exactly	what	well	discuss	today.When	looking	for	a	free	phone	number	for	texting,	youd	also	want	an	analytics	feature	to	track	and	understand	the	response	rates	and	other	KPIs.	Weve	handpicked	six	messaging	apps	that	not	only	offer	a	free	texting	number	but	also	provide	advanced	features	to	improve	your	ROI.After	extensive	research	and
analysis,	we	have	curated	a	list	of	Apps	to	Get	Free	Number	to	Text.	These	softwares	are	carefully	selected	based	on	usability	and	satisfaction	scores,	including	features,	ease	of	use,	customer	support,	ratings,	and	reviews	from	SoftwareSuggest,	G2,	and	Capterra.	Our	aim	is	to	assist	businesses	in	identifying	the	most	suitable	software	to	streamline
their	operations.1.	CallHippoCallHippo	is	a	leading	virtual	phone	system	software	provider,	offering	a	real	phone	number	in	all	plans.	Whether	you	want	to	send	updates	to	customers,	share	bulk	messages,	or	get	in	touch	with	your	team,	CallHippo	makes	it	seamless	with	its	mobile	app.	CallHippo	contact	center	integrates	with	100+	apps,	including
CRM,	helpdesk,	and	sales	automation	tools,	allowing	you	to	create	automated	workflows.Record	calls	seamlessly	for	quality	and	training	purposesUtilize	insights	from	call	metrics	and	trends	to	make	well-informed	decisions.Monitor	live	calls	in	real-time	to	ensure	quality	and	compliance.Integrate	customer	data	seamlessly	with	CRM	for	a	unified	view
of	interactions.Implement	workforce	management	for	efficient	forecasting	and	scheduling.Offer	omnichannel	support	through	voice,	email,	chat,	and	social	platforms.Ensure	compliance	with	regulations	such	as	PCI	and	HIPAA.Assist	agents	during	calls	with	customizable	scripts.Evaluate	customer	satisfaction	through	surveys.Transform	calls	into
actionable	data	using	speech	analytics.Empower	agents	to	work	remotely	with	mobile	capabilities.Establish	seamless	connections	with	other	software	through	APIs	and	integrations.Track	performance	effectively	with	user-friendly	dashboards.What	People	Say	About	Us?The	call	forwarding	feature,	voicemail,	and	SMS.	The	3	things	you	need
uninterrupted,	and	Callhippo	has	provided	the	best	service	for	those.CallHippo's	features	streamlined	INTECH's	workflows,	leading	to	a	noticeable	boost	in	efficiency	and	productivity	across	their	sales	team.	2.	TextPlusTextPlus	provides	free	phone	numbers	that	can	be	used	to	send	SMS	messages	through	its	multi-platform	app	and	web	interface.
You	can	choose	numbers	with	different	area	codes	and	even	country	codes	to	text	people	from	a	local	number	when	traveling	abroad.This	allows	small	businesses,	entrepreneurs,	and	individuals	on	a	budget	to	establish	a	professional	presence	with	a	local	phone	number	without	paying	for	additional	setup.	TextPlus	monetizes	its	large	user	base
through	advertisements	and	provides	the	numbers	for	free.TextPlus	allows	free	unlimited	calling	and	messaging	through	its	app.You	can	choose	from	a	variety	of	customizable	phone	numbers,	adding	a	personalized	touch	to	your	communication	experience.The	app	supports	international	messaging,	enabling	users	to	connect	with	friends,	family,	or
colleagues	globally.	I	downloaded	Text	Plus	for	my	iPad	Pro	11.	I	had	no	idea	when	I	downloaded	it	that	it	was	going	to	be	my	new	favorite	app.	Not	only	is	it	easy	to	use,	it	works	flawlessly.	Granted,	its	a	little	annoying	trying	to	earn	credits,	so	I	just	paid	for	a	year	of	unlimited	talk	and	text.TextPlus	relies	on	ads	for	revenue,	which	can	be	a	drawback
for	users	who	prefer	an	ad-free	experience	or	are	concerned	about	privacy.While	calls	are	free,	some	users	may	experience	limitations	in	call	quality	compared	to	traditional	phone	services.TextPlus	may	deactivate	numbers	after	periods	of	inactivity.Verified	SourceForge	User	Now,	to	receive	a	$.04	credit,	it	makes	you	watch	and	tries	to	get	you	to
download	all	sorts	of	apps.	Since	the	beginning	of	this	year,	it	has	become	ridiculous,	especially	when	you	try	to	receive	any	credit	at	all.	Recommended	Read:	How	to	call	someone	from	Computer?	3.	TextMe	UpTextMe	Up	is	a	versatile	and	free	texting	app	offering	a	free	number	to	text.	Users	can	acquire	a	dedicated	phone	number,	allowing	them	to
send	texts,	make	calls,	and	receive	voicemails.	With	features	like	group	messaging	and	photo	sharing,	TextMe	Up	provides	a	comprehensive	communication	platform.	It	also	supports	international	messaging	and	offers	in-app	credits	for	additional	features.TextMe	Up	allows	users	to	connect	globally	without	incurring	additional	charges.The	app
facilitates	group	messaging	and	multimedia	sharing,	enhancing	the	versatility	of	communication	options.Users	can	earn	in-app	credits	for	additional	features,	ensuring	flexibility	and	accessibility	to	premium	options.	I	like	the	fact	that	you	can	have	multiple	numbers	from	the	same	account	with	different	area	codes	and	also	maintain	conversation
history	and	call	log	essentially	for	each	number	in	the	same	space	but	still	as	separate	numbers.Some	advanced	features	may	be	limited	to	the	free	version.TextMe	Up	relies	on	an	ad-supported	model,	which	may	be	less	appealing	to	users	seeking	an	ad-free	communication	environment.	It's	definitely	convenient,	but	it's	extremely	cliche.	Calls	are
dropped	almost	90	percent	of	the	time.	Texts	are	received	as	late	as	two	days	sometimes	or	never	received.	Sent	texts	periodically	never	make	it	to	the	person	to	whom	they	were	sent.	You	May	Also	Read	:	Top	7	Texting	App	for	Computer	4.	Text	NowTextNow	stands	as	a	free	texting	and	calling	app	that	provides	users	with	a	dedicated	phone	number.
Offering	both	Wi-Fi	and	cellular	network	compatibility,	TextNow	ensures	reliable	communication.	The	app	supports	multimedia	messaging,	voicemail,	and	call	forwarding.	Users	can	earn	credits	for	additional	features	and	enjoy	ad-supported	free	communication.TextNow	provides	a	reliable	means	of	communication	with	dedicated	phone
numbers.Users	can	enjoy	multimedia	messaging	and	voicemail	services	for	free.TextNow	allows	users	to	earn	credits	through	various	activities,	providing	opportunities	to	access	additional	features.	Really	wonderful,	especially	when	we	are	abroad;	it	is	possible	to	send	a	message	from	anywhere	in	the	world	to	Canada	and	the	United	States.	Also,
phone	calls	can	be	made	from	anywhere	in	the	world	to	Canada	and	the	United	States.	The	quality	was	exceptional.Like	most	other	tools	in	this	list,	TextNow	also	relies	on	advertisements	to	offer	free	service.Users	may	experience	variations	in	call	quality	compared	to	traditional	phone	services.	Great	app	for	those	without	a	plan,	BUT	when	in	use,
during	a	call,	an	ad	pops	and	disconnects	you	from	your	call.	Also,	when	NOT	connected	to	wifi,	you	can't	add	a	contact	without	calling	them	first,	so	you	have	to	wait	until	you're	connected	to	wifi	again.	When	you	get	text	messages,	initially,	it	shows	the	time	received,	but	once	you	read	it,	you	can't	tell	WHEN	it	was	sent/received.5.	Google
VoiceGoogle	Voice	is	a	communication	platform	by	Google	that	offers	a	unique	phone	number	for	free	calling,	texting,	and	voicemail	services.	It	integrates	seamlessly	with	other	Google	services	and	allows	users	to	forward	calls,	transcribe	voicemails,	and	filter	spam.	Google	Voice	for	business	also	provides	international	calling	at	competitive	rates,
making	it	a	versatile	choice	for	users	looking	for	a	unified	communication	solution.Google	Voice	offers	a	unified	platform	for	calling,	business	texting,	and	voicemail.Seamlessly	integrating	with	other	Google	services,	Google	Voice	provides	a	cohesive	digital	ecosystem	for	users.You	can	make	international	calls	at	competitive	rates,	offering	cost-
effective	global	connectivity.Google	Voice	provides	advanced	call	management	features,	such	as	call	forwarding	and	voicemail	transcription.Verified	Trust	Radius	User	Google	Voice	should	be	the	go-to	option	for	home/personal	usage.	It's	rock	solid	as	a	backup	phone	service	or	even	primary.	It	does	well	with	voicemail	and	SMS	texting.	For	a
business,	its	capabilities	are	behind	the	competition,	and	it	does	not	seem	to	be	a	priority	for	Google.Users	may	experience	a	learning	curve	due	to	the	platform's	comprehensive	features	and	settings.Google	Voice	has	limitations	regarding	native	emergency	calling	features.Google	Voice's	functionality	is	highly	dependent	on	a	stable	internet
connection.Verified	Trust	Radius	User	Once	one	selects	a	message,	one	is	unable	to	mark	that	message	as	unread	again.	There	is	no	system	for	flagging	messages	to	respond	to	them	later	or	as	mentioned	above,	marking	them	as	unread.Suggested	Read	:	WiFi	Texting	App6.	Text	FreeText	Free	is	a	user-friendly	app	providing	free	texting	and	calling
services.	Users	can	choose	from	a	selection	of	phone	numbers	and	enjoy	unlimited	texting	with	an	ad-supported	model.	Text	Free	offers	features	like	group	messaging,	voicemail,	and	call	forwarding.	It	is	available	on	multiple	platforms,	ensuring	accessibility	for	a	diverse	user	base.With	a	user-friendly	interface,	Text	Free	ensures	ease	of	use,	making
it	accessible	for	individuals	and	businesses.You	can	download	the	Text	Free	app	on	both	Android	and	iOS	to	ensure	a	seamless	connection.TextNow	allows	users	to	create	and	customize	voicemail	greetings.	This	is	the	easiest	product/app	to	use.	You	can	call	or	text	and	get	your	own	number.	The	quality	of	the	calls	is	okay	and	could	be	better.	Texting
and	everything	else	are	excellent!	You	can	set	up	notifications	as	well.The	ad-supported	model	may	be	a	drawback	for	users	seeking	an	ad-free	communication	environment.Some	advanced	features	may	be	restricted	on	the	free	version.	My	TextFree	App	keeps,	during	calls,	forcing	the	speakerphone	on,	and	I	have	been	trying	to	reach	out	to	them	for
a	year	now	and	they	never	respond.ConclusionSeveral	apps	offer	a	free	number	to	text	in	different	countries.	You	can	easily	get	a	free	phone	number	for	texting	from	CallHippo,	DialerHQ,	TextPlus,	TextMe	Up,	and	Google	Voice.	However,	analyze	other	features	of	the	tool	as	well,	especially	if	youre	using	it	for	business	purposes.	This	will	allow	you	to
scale	your	system	as	your	business	grows.	You	May	Also	Read	:	Best	Business	Texting	Apps	FAQs-1.	Can	I	use	a	free	texting	number	for	calling	as	well?Yes,	platforms	like	CallHippo	and	DialerHQ	offer	free	texting	numbers	and	also	allow	users	to	make	calls	using	the	same	number.	This	versatility	is	a	common	feature	among	communication	apps,
providing	users	with	an	integrated	solution	for	both	texting	and	calling.2.	Can	I	use	a	free	texting	number	internationally?The	ability	to	use	a	free	texting	number	internationally	depends	on	the	specific	features	and	policies	of	the	platform	youre	using.	Apps	like	CallHippo	and	DialerHQ	support	international	messaging	and	calling,	allowing	users	to
connect	with	contacts	around	the	world	without	incurring	additional	charges.3.	Is	the	use	of	free	texting	numbers	secure?The	security	of	using	free	texting	numbers	varies	depending	on	the	platform.	Reputable	communication	apps	often	implement	encryption	and	privacy	features	to	secure	user	data.	However,	users	should	be	mindful	of	the	terms	of
service,	review	privacy	settings,	and	adhere	to	best	practices	for	online	communication	(know	what	is	online	communication?)	to	enhance	the	security	of	using	free	texting	numbers.	Always	choose	well-established	and	trusted	platforms	to	ensure	a	secure	messaging	experience.Communication	has	come	a	long	way	since	the	advent	of	writing,	from
letters	to	SMS	messaging.	Now,	most	communication	occurs	via	messaging	apps,	which	often	have	end-to-end	encryption,	free	text	messaging	and	phone	calls,	and	handy	voice	messages.	Text	messaging	apps	come	in	a	wide	variety,	from	team-oriented	apps	such	as	Slack	to	casual	apps	like	Skype	and	Viber.	All	you	need	is	a	contemporary	Android
tablet	and	a	stable	internet	connection.	This	article	lists	the	best	free	texting	apps	for	Android,	iOS,	and	Windows.	The	best	text	messaging	apps	The	most	common	form	of	texting	worldwide	is	through	over-the-top	(OTT)	services	that	operate	on	top	of	another	service.	In	this	case,	the	internet.	Apps	that	offer	OTT	messaging	surged	in	popularity	in	the
2010s	because	they	were	free	and	weren't	tethered	to	a	mobile	phone	service	or	a	contract.	In-app	purchases	No	Subscription	No	ChromeOS	support	Yes	Publish	date	Oct	18,	2010	WhatsApp	is	the	most	popular	OTT	messaging	app	in	the	world.	In	addition	to	top-notch	texting,	you	can	make	voice	calls	and	video	calls	without	dealing	with	ads.	The	app
supports	group	chats	and	WhatsApp	communities	for	your	friends,	family,	or	Pokmon	GO	raid	crew.	WhatsApp	hasn't	caught	on	in	the	States	like	in	other	countries	(India	has	more	WhatsApp	users	than	people	living	in	the	US).	Still,	with	nearly	100	million	users	and	cash	transfers	in	the	pipeline,	it	won't	be	long	before	it's	on	your	phone.	WhatsApp
offers	apps	on	the	desktop.	You	don't	need	to	reach	out	to	your	phone	to	continue	communication	over	the	platform.	In-app	purchases	$0.05	$399.99	per	item	Subscription	No	ChromeOS	support	Yes	Publish	date	Jan	30,	2014	There's	not	much	that	distinguishes	Messenger	from	its	nearest	competitor,	WhatsApp,	other	than	Facebook's	massive	user
base,	which	is	tied	into	Messenger.	That	alone	has	made	Messenger	king	of	the	messaging	apps	in	the	US,	holding	nearly	65%	of	the	market.	In	addition,	Messenger	doesn't	require	a	phone	number	like	WhatsApp,	meaning	you	don't	need	a	plan	(or	a	phone)	to	use	it.	In	addition	to	its	Facebook-integrated	desktop	version,	Messenger	offers	a	more
streamlined	mobile	app.	In-app	purchases	$4.99	$289.99	per	item	Subscription	Yes	ChromeOS	support	Yes	Publish	date	Sep	6,	2013	On	the	surface,	Telegram	seems	a	lot	like	WhatsApp	or	Messenger.	It	offers	text	messaging,	voice	and	video	calling,	multimedia	(including	emojis,	GIFs,	and	stickers),	and	group	chats.	When	you	delve	into	the	service,	it
becomes	clear	that	Telegram	is	different.	Telegram	groups	can	accommodate	up	to	200,000	members,	and	it	has	channels	(like	a	cross	between	a	subreddit	and	a	chat	room),	which	means	Telegram	functions	more	like	a	social	network	than	a	messaging	app.	Unlike	WhatsApp	and	Messenger,	Telegram	offers	a	premium	plan	to	unlock	more	features
for	your	account.	Even	though	SMS	messaging	isn't	as	prevalent	internationally,	it's	still	one	of	the	most	common	forms	of	messaging	in	the	US.	In	addition	to	the	interpersonal	texting	we're	used	to,	SMS	has	become	the	de	facto	method	of	one-time	password	delivery.	In	other	words,	the	messaging	standard	isn't	going	anywhere	soon.	SMS	messaging
apps	come	in	two	flavors:	apps	that	work	with	your	existing	phone	plan,	essentially	replacing	your	default	messaging	app,	and	apps	that	provide	you	with	an	additional	phone	number	from	which	to	text,	often	with	limitations.	In-app	purchases	No	Subscription	No	ChromeOS	support	No	Publish	date	Nov	12,	2014	Messages	is	the	king	of	SMS	on
Android	devices,	with	over	one	billion	downloads.	On	top	of	standard	SMS	and	MMS	message	support,	Google's	flagship	messaging	app	supports	RCS	messaging	(if	your	carrier	supports	it).	In	addition	to	sending	audio	and	video,	your	chats	are	end-to-end	encrypted	and	can	be	sent	over	Wi-Fi,	bypassing	cellular	networks.	Messages	is	integrated	with
other	Google	services,	meaning	you	can	set	reminders	or	add	info	to	your	calendar	from	the	app.	In-app	purchases	$6.49	per	item	Subscription	No	ChromeOS	support	Yes	Publish	date	N/A	Chomp	has	been	around	since	2013,	and	it	stands	above	other	apps	with	its	customization	options.	Do	you	want	to	change	the	LED	notification	color?	Chomp	can
do	that.	Do	you	want	to	change	colors,	fonts,	and	ringtones?	Chomp	has	that	covered.	In	addition,	you	can	schedule	when	you	want	messages	sent,	add	a	signature	to	your	texts,	or	lock	them	behind	a	password	to	keep	them	safe	from	prying	eyes.	In-app	purchases	No	Subscription	No	ChromeOS	support	Yes	Publish	date	N/A	Google	Voice	transcends
the	label	of	a	mere	messaging	app.	When	you	sign	up	for	the	service,	you	get	a	texting	app	(SMS	and	MMS,	no	RCS).	You	also	get	a	new	phone	number	with	voicemail	and	free	unlimited	calling	to	any	number	in	the	US	or	Canada	(except	for	800	numbers).	You	can	make	international	calls	for	as	little	as	$0.01	per	minute.	The	only	caveat	is	that	you
must	be	in	the	US	to	sign	up	for	Google	Voice.	After	you're	signed	up,	you	can	call	US	and	Canadian	numbers	for	free	anywhere	in	the	world	where	you	can	access	the	internet.	In-app	purchases	$0.99	$44.99	per	item	Subscription	No	ChromeOS	support	No	Publish	date	N/A	TextPlus	is	similar	to	Google	Voice,	except	it	has	more	limitations.	It	offers
free	SMS	texting	over	Wi-Fi	to	the	US	and	Canada.	You	can	also	choose	the	area	code	of	your	new	phone	number	(subject	to	availability)	in	case	you've	been	itching	to	flex	a	Manhattan	212	phone	number.	If	you	don't	want	the	Manhattan	number,	you	can	change	it	for	free.	One	drawback	to	the	app	is	that	you	can	only	text	within	the	US	and	Canada,
but	you	can	call	almost	anywhere	in	the	world	at	rates	starting	at	$0.02	per	minute.	In-app	purchases	$0.99	$99.99	per	item	Subscription	Yes	ChromeOS	support	No	Publish	date	Sep	1,	2012	TextNow	gives	you	your	own	phone	number	and	unlimited	texting	and	calling	within	the	US	and	Canada.	TextNow	is	ad-supported,	so	its	basic	services	are	free.
It	also	has	several	subscriptions	to	enhance	your	experience.	For	$5	a	year,	you	get	a	premium	number	that	is	easier	to	remember	(think	444-333-1234).	Like	Google	Voice	and	TextPlus,	you	can	send	your	texts	over	Wi-Fi.	If	you	want	more	freedom,	sign	up	for	a	TextNow	data	plan	(starting	at	1GB	for	$9	per	month)	and	pay	a	one-time	cost	of	$1	to
have	a	physical	SIM	card	sent	to	you.	The	Android	ecosystem	for	texting	apps	is	vibrant	and	growing,	and	this	list	is	just	a	sample	of	messaging	apps	available.	It's	a	good	place	to	start	if	you're	in	the	market	for	a	new	messaging	service.	If	you	want	to	know	if	you've	been	left	on	read,	turn	on	read	receipts	to	find	out.	If	privacy	is	your	top	priority,
check	out	the	top	encrypted	messaging	apps	on	Android.	Mobile	messaging	apps	provide	a	great	alternative	to	email	and	texting,	thanks	to	social	networking	features,	strong	security,	and	free	video	calls.	You	might	be	familiar	with	popular	ones	like	Facebook	Messenger	and	FaceTime.	But	there	are	many	more	options	out	there,	each	with	its	own
special	features.	WhatsAppis	a	mobile	text	messaging	app	designed	forsmartphones	andtabletsthat	lets	you	send	text	messages,	make	VoIP	calls,	and	share	files	from	your	phone	or	computer.	It	also	lets	you	share	your	GPS	location,	and	you	can	view	the	other	person's	location	without	leaving	the	app,	thanks	to	a	built-in	map.	Set	a	status	message	for
all	of	your	contacts	to	see	without	messaging	everyone	individually,	and	follow	channels	on	the	topics	and	people	that	interest	you.	This	app	also	includes	access	to	Meta	AI	for	image	generation,	topic-based	communities,	disappearing	messages,	and	polls.	Snapchat	differs	from	most	mobile	communication	apps	in	that	it	specializes	in	sending
multimedia	messages	that	self-destruct	after	a	predetermined	amount	of	time.	You	can	also	send	messages	without	pictures,	play	with	fun	and	interesting	filters	and	lenses,	view	stories	from	friends,	and	make	video	and	audio	calls.	Snapchat	also	supports	highly	customizable	Bitmojis	to	personalize	your	digital	avatar.	Telegram	is	a	cloud-based
messaging	service	accessible	from	all	of	your	devices.	Unlike	most	messaging	apps,	it	allows	you	to	edit	and	delete	messages	even	after	sending	them.	Additionally,	you	can	mute	notifications	for	specific	durations,	send	files	(any	type	and	size),	make	audio	calls,	and	share	your	location.	It	also	lets	you	send	messages	that	automatically	delete	after	a
designated	time.	Viber	users	can	text	and	call	each	other	for	free.	Group	text	chats	can	include	up	to	250	members,	or	join	a	Community	to	chat	with	an	unlimited	number	of	people	(1	billion	is	the	real	limit!).	It	works	a	bit	like	a	social	media	site	since	you	can	include	polls	and	quizzes	in	your	chats.	Your	favorite	chats	can	be	organized	in	folders,
news	stories	are	just	a	tab	away,	and	a	unified	search	box	makes	it	easy	to	find	contacts,	groups,	Channels,	Communities,	and	bots.	Voxer	is	a	walkie-talkie	or	push-to-talk	app	that	delivers	live	voice	messages.	The	message	is	instantly	played	through	your	friend's	phone	speakers	if	thephone	is	turned	on	and	the	app	is	running	or	stored	as	a	recorded
message	like	voicemail.	Voxer	also	supports	texting,	photo	messaging,	and	encryption.	You	can	also	make	notes	to	yourself	and	star	and	share	messages.	In	the	settings	are	lots	of	options	to	customize	how	the	app	works	for	example,	turn	on	a	setting	to	record	with	your	headphones'	play/pause	button,	activate	noise	suppression,	and	opt	to	use	the
volume	down	button	as	a	Push	to	Talk	button.	Voxer	Pro	is	the	only	way	to	get	features	like	unlimited	message	storage,	admin-controlled	chats,	message	recall,	Extreme	notifications,	hands-free	walkie-talkie	mode,	and	more.	Use	LINE	for	free	one-on-one	and	group	chats	with	your	friends	from	anywhere.	With	free	domestic	and	international	voice	and
video	calls,	you	can	call	your	friends	and	family	as	often	as	you	want.	Some	unique	features	include	photo	albums,	official	accounts	with	publicly	accessible	feeds,	two-factor	authentication,	a	passcode	lock,	and	a	toggle	to	reject	any	messages	from	non-friends.	The	core	communication	features	are	all	free,	but	LINE	offers	premium	stickers,	themes,
and	games	for	a	fee.	Talkatone	offers	free	voice	calling	and	text	messaging	over	Wi-Fi	or	data	plans.	It	turns	your	tablet	into	a	phone,	even	if	it	doesn't	have	a	cellular	plan.	When	you	sign	up,	you	get	an	actualphone	number	for	free.	You	can	call	not	just	other	Talkatone	users	but	even	regular	landlines	and	cell	phones.	This	messaging	app	works	like
your	phone's	calling	and	texting	features.	You	can	change	ringtones,	hide	texts	from	showing	in	notifications,	change	your	voicemail	greeting,	block	numbers,	access	your	phone's	contacts,	and	more.	Paying	unlocks	more	features	like	call	forwarding	and	voicemail	transcriptions.	You	can	also	remove	ads	for	a	fee.	Silent	Phone	supports	one-on-one
video	chat,	multi-party	voice	conferencing	for	up	to	six	participants,	and	voice	memos.	Calls	and	texts	between	Silent	Phone	users	are	encrypted	end-to-end	on	mobile	devices	and	texts	can	be	set	to	self-destruct	after	a	set	time,	making	the	app	ideal	for	businesses	that	handle	sensitive	data.	A	Silent	World	subscription	lets	you	call	users	who	don't
have	a	Silent	Phone	account.	HeyTell	is	another	push-to-talk	app	that	allows	for	instant	voice	messaging.	A	push	notification	tells	the	recipient	when	a	voice	message	is	received,	and	the	message	plays	when	they	open	the	app.	If	the	recipient	has	the	app	open	at	the	time	of	the	message,	it	plays	for	them	automatically.	One	thing	that	sets	this
messaging	app	apart	is	that	you	don't	have	to	make	a	user	account	to	get	started.	Enter	your	name	and	add	contacts	by	their	phone	number	or	email	address.	HeyTell	is	free,	but	there	are	in-app	premium	optionsfor	advanced	features	like	ringtones,	a	voice	changer,	message	expiration,	etc.	There	are	a	few	reasons	you	may	want	to	use	a	messaging
app	instead	of	traditional	text	messaging.	For	example,	you	don't	have	to	pay	extra	fees	to	chat	with	people	in	other	countries,	and	you	don't	even	have	to	give	out	your	phone	number	in	most	cases.	Messaging	apps	are	beneficial	for	contacting	co-workers	outside	of	regular	work	hours	since	you	can	send	documents	and	make	video	calls.	For
distributed	workforces,	messaging	apps	allow	employees	in	different	time	zones	to	conduct	meetings	and	keep	in	touch	throughout	the	workday.10	Must-Have	Android	Apps	for	Safe	and	Secure	Verification	CodesThanks	for	letting	us	know!Get	the	Latest	Tech	News	Delivered	Every	DaySubscribeTell	us	why!	Nearly	70%	of	working	professionals
globally	say	they	use	messaging	apps	daily	for	work.	So,	what	are	the	best	free	texting	apps	to	stay	in	touch	with	your	colleagues	and	loved	ones?	Keep	reading	to	discover	the	best	free	texting	apps,	find	your	ideal	free	text	app	and	learn	how	to	choose	the	best	one	for	your	needs!	What	makes	an	excellent	free	texting	app?	Chances	are	you	have	more
than	one	free	texting	app	on	your	phone,	and	your	most	frequently	used	ones	are	the	apps	that	other	people	you	stay	in	touch	with	also	use.	If	youre	looking	for	a	new	texting	app	to	add	to	your	arsenal	or	to	create	a	group	for	your	team,	heres	what	to	look	for:	Device	compatibility:	Consider	chat	apps	available	on	iOS,	Android,	and	even	desktop
devices	so	you	can	log	into	multiple	devices.	In	addition,	its	easier	to	convince	your	team	or	friends	to	download	and	use	the	app	because	its	available	on	their	mobile	deviceswhether	they	own	an	iPhone	or	Android	device!	Security	features:	The	best	texting	apps	include	security	features	like	end-to-end	encryption,	which	is	the	core	messaging	app
security	requirement.	Some	chat	apps	have	this	feature	enabled	by	default,	while	others	allow	you	to	turn	it	on.	Multimedia	support:	Gone	are	the	days	of	the	160-character	texting	limit.	The	best	chat	apps	let	you	send	and	receive	images,	videos,	voice	notes,	links,	documents,	and	other	multimedia	formats.	Emoji	support:	When	you	send	texts,	you
want	to	come	across	as	friendly	and	natural.	Emojis	add	a	dash	of	emotion	to	your	words,	so	a	great	texting	app	must	let	you	use	these	icons.	All	the	best	free	texting	apps	we	included	on	the	list	have	emojis.	Group	chat	support:	Most	free	texting	apps	enable	users	to	create	group	chats.	This	handy	feature	keeps	everyone	on	your	team	in	the	loop	or
lets	you	share	photos	with	your	loved	ones.	Price:	The	best	chat	apps	are	free!	Enticing	your	friends	and	team	members	to	adopt	a	texting	app	is	easy	when	its	free	to	use.	What	are	the	best	free	texting	apps?	Without	further	ado,	here	are	our	8	recommended	best	free	text	apps	you	can	download	and	use:	WhatsApp	Viber	Telegram	Messenger	Signal
TextPlus	ChompSMS	TextFree	Lets	explore	each	of	these	text	apps	in	detail.	Device	compatibility:	One	of	the	best	free	texting	apps	for	iOS	and	Android	mobile	devices,	desktop	app,	and	web	browser	Key	feature:	Share	your	screen	while	youre	on	a	call	With	over	2	billion	users	globally,	WhatsApp	is	one	of	the	most	popular	chat	apps.	You	can	send
messages	in	different	formats	and	make	voice	or	video	calls	with	an	individual	or	group	of	up	to	1024	participants.	You	can	even	share	your	screen	while	youre	on	the	call.	This	free	texting	app	also	has	plenty	of	security	features	and	privacy	options.	End-to-end	encryption	is	available,	ensuring	that	even	WhatsApp	cant	read	your	messages.	Your	chat
backups	are	also	encrypted,	so	they	stay	secure	when	you	migrate	from	one	mobile	device	to	another.	You	can	password-protect	your	chats	and	choose	which	users	can	see	whether	youre	online.	You	can	also	set	messages	to	disappear	after	24	hours,	seven	days,	or	90	days	after	youve	sent	them.	Dont	want	to	receive	calls	from	unknown	callers?	A
privacy	setting	can	silence	calls	from	unknown	numbers.	WhatsApp	users	can	also	create	a	Community	and	invite	up	to	2000	participants	and	administrators.	This	feature	is	handy	for	organizations	and	communities,	enabling	them	to	send	announcements	to	everyone	through	the	chat	app.	Only	community	admins	can	send	messages	to	the	community.
Device	compatibility:	A	top	texting	app	for	iPhone,	iOS,	and	Android	mobile	devices	and	Windows	and	Mac	desktop	apps	Key	feature:	Viber	Out	is	a	paid	feature	that	enables	you	to	make	a	call	to	a	non-Viber	user	Viber	is	next	on	our	list	of	best	texting	apps.	This	all-around	chat	app	lets	you	send	texts,	images,	videos,	and	files	to	individual	users	or	a
group	chat	of	up	to	250	participants.	If	youre	in	a	hurry	and	cant	text,	you	can	record	and	send	a	voice	or	video	message	instead.	Sending	sensitive	information	like	bank	details?	Use	disappearing	messages	so	that	the	message	will	self-destruct.	Like	WhatsApp,	Viber	lets	you	create	channels	and	communities	with	unlimited	participants.	Members	can
send	private	messages	to	other	members,	but	their	phone	numbers	remain	hidden.	End-to-end	encryption	is	available	in	individual	and	group	chats.	However,	community	and	public	group	chats	dont	have	this	feature	to	let	new	members	view	the	chat	history.	If	you	need	to	make	an	international	call	to	a	non-Viber	user,	you	can	use	Viber	Out.	Viber
Out	is	a	paid	feature	that	enables	you	to	use	Viber	to	call	anyone	on	landlines	and	mobile	phone	numbers.	Device	compatibility:	One	of	the	top	free	texting	apps	for	iPhone	and	iOS,	Android,	Web,	Windows,	and	Mac	devices	Key	feature:	Setting	a	public	username	enables	other	users	to	find	and	message	you	Telegram	is	one	of	the	best	free	texting	apps
for	iPhone	and	Android	devices.	Use	it	to	send	text,	photo,	video,	and	file	messages	to	individual	users	or	group	chats.	You	can	send	encrypted	messages	through	the	Secret	Chats	feature.	Secret	Chats	arent	stored	in	the	cloud.	Like	most	of	the	best	chat	apps,	Telegram	enables	you	to	make	end-to-end	encrypted	voice	and	video	calls.	Start	a	voice	chat
in	the	group	if	you	need	several	participants	to	join	a	call.	Set	a	public	username	on	Telegram	so	that	other	users	can	find	you	and	send	you	a	message	even	without	your	mobile	number.	Want	more	from	your	app?	Telegram	Premium	is	an	optional	paid	subscription	with	features	like	4GB	file	uploads,	faster	download	speeds,	and	voice-to-text
conversion.	Device	compatibility:	An	ideal	texting	app	for	Android,	iPhone	and	iOS,	Web,	Windows,	and	Mac	devices	Key	feature:	Built-in	camera	with	filters	Messenger	is	another	texting	app	that	enables	you	to	send	text,	photo,	video,	and	file	messages	to	other	Messenger	users.	You	can	even	take	photos	with	filters	using	the	apps	camera	and	send
them	to	individuals	or	groups.	This	Meta-owned	chat	app	doesnt	require	a	Facebook	account.	You	can	sign	up	with	a	mobile	phone	number	and	text	anyone	using	the	app.	Messaging	is	not	end-to-end	encrypted	by	default.	You	can	enable	it	on	a	conversation	by	clicking	the	contact	and	Go	to	secret	conversation.	Device	compatibility:	A	great	iPhone,
iOS,	Android,	and	Windows	device	texting	app	Key	feature:	Clean,	ad-free	design	Signal	is	a	free	chat	app	that	enables	you	to	send	end-to-end	encrypted	text,	photo,	voice,	video,	and	document	messages	to	a	user	or	a	group	chat.	Like	most	of	the	best	free	texting	apps,	Signal	lets	you	make	voice	and	video	calls	with	other	users.	Group	chats	on	Signal
can	have	up	to	1000	participants.	Because	its	available	on	iOS	and	Android	devices,	you	can	create	a	group	chat	with	family	and	friends	regardless	of	their	device.	6.	TextPlus	Device	compatibility:	A	solid	free	messaging	app	for	Android,	iOS,	iPhone,	and	iPadOS.	Key	feature:	Lets	you	choose	your	area	code	and	phone	number	TextPlus	is	a	free	texting
app	that	uses	Wi-Fi	to	send	messages	for	free	to	anyone	in	the	U.S.	and	Canada.	It	lets	you	choose	your	area	code	and	change	your	phone	number	(as	long	as	the	number	is	still	available).	This	free	chat	app	lets	you	send	SMS,	MMS,	and	group	messages	to	non-TextPlus	users.	While	you	can	only	send	messages	in	the	U.S.	and	Canada,	you	can	call
anyone	in	the	world	for	two	cents	per	minute!	Device	compatibility:	A	dedicated	free	messaging	app	for	Android	users.	Key	feature:	Sending	scheduled	SMS	messages	Chomp	SMS	is	a	free	text	app	for	Android	devices.	It	lets	you	send	scheduled	SMS	messages,	so	you	wont	miss	sending	a	birthday	greeting.	It	also	enables	you	to	stop	a	text	from	being
sent.	Choose	from	Chomps	themes	to	spice	up	how	your	chat	app	looks!	8.	TextFree	Device	compatibility:	Our	eighth-best	free	texting	app	for	iPhone	and	iOS,	Android,	and	Web-based	devices.	Key	feature:	Unlimited	text	and	calls	TextFree	is	an	ad-supported,	free	texting	app	that	lets	you	choose	a	phone	number	and	area	code.	You	get	unlimited	calls
and	texts	with	your	account.	Signing	up	is	a	breeze.	Download	the	app	on	your	mobile	device,	or	sign	up	using	a	web	browser.	You	can	sign	up	using	an	email,	but	verifying	requires	an	existing	phone	number.	How	to	ensure	your	free	texting	app	is	secure	While	texting	apps,	paid	or	free,	provide	an	easy	and	convenient	way	to	stay	in	touch	with
friends,	family,	and	colleagues,	they	have	their	pitfalls.	One	of	the	biggest	disadvantages	of	communicating	in	text	versus	face-to-face	is	the	risk	of	someone	accessing	your	messages	or	device	without	your	permission.	Finding	a	secure	texting	app	will	ensure	that	hackers	dont	intercept	your	conversations	or	gain	access	to	your	personal	information.
These	are	the	features	you	should	look	for	to	keep	your	text	messages	private	and	devices	safe:	End-to-end	encryption:	Check	for	this	essential	feature,	which	encrypts	and	hides	your	message	content	from	everyone	except	you	and	your	recipient.	Disappearing	messages:	Ensure	the	disappearing	messages	feature	is	present	and	enabled,	so	the	app
can	automatically	delete	a	text	message	from	the	chat	after	a	set	time	when	you	want	it	to.	Two-factor	authentication:	Prevent	others	from	accessing	your	texting	app	with	two-factor	authentication,	an	additional	layer	of	security	that	requests	a	code	sent	to	your	phone	to	verify	that	its	you.	Storage	encryption:	Make	sure	your	messaging	app	provides
storage	encryption	so	that	anyone	accessing	your	phone	unlawfully	cant	read	the	data	stored	on	it.	Disabled	screenshots:	Protect	your	chats	against	unauthorized	message	capturing	and	forwarding	by	opting	for	a	texting	app	that	allows	you	to	disable	screenshots.	Now	that	you	know	the	best	free	text	apps	you	can	download	for	secure	texting	with
colleagues	and	friends,	lets	answer	your	questions	about	these	tools:	All	the	texting	apps	we	mentioned	are	free	to	use	and	download.	Viber	and	Telegram	have	optional	paid	subscription	offers.	Messenger	is	a	free	texting	app	that	lets	you	text	without	a	phone	number.	Instead,	you	can	sign	up	by	creating	a	Facebook	account	with	an	email	address.
The	best	free	texting	app	for	your	iPhone	or	Android	is	the	one	that	your	family,	friends,	and	colleagues	are	using.	In	other	words,	the	best	chat	app	will	reach	your	intended	recipient	(because	they	also	have	the	app)	and	elicit	replies	from	them.	You	may	need	multiple	messaging	apps	as	different	people	have	different	chat	app	preferences.	Signal	is
considered	the	most	secure	free	texting	app.	It	includes	several	security	features,	such	as	end-to-end	encryption	by	default,	disappearing	messages,	an	incognito	keyboard,	screenshot	security,	and	more.	As	an	open-source	platform,	the	app	also	undergoes	regular,	independent	security	audits.	In	addition	to	keeping	up	with	friends,	family,	and
colleagues,	the	best	texting	apps	let	you	keep	in	touch	with	your	audience	and	nurture	your	relationship	with	them.	Some	tools	on	our	list	let	you	create	communities	of	followers	and	customers	so	you	can	send	them	special	offers,	updates	about	new	products,	and	even	holiday	greetings.	With	customer	relationship	management	platforms	(CRMs)	like
Nutshell,	paired	with	Nutshell	SMS,	you	can	nurture	relationships	with	your	sales	contacts,	improving	customer	retention,	while	cultivating	better	rapport	with	your	prospects	and	customers.	You	can	try	Nutshell	free	for	14	days,	or	contact	our	team	for	more	information	on	how	you	can	use	Nutshell	to	improve	your	customer	retention	and
communications!	No	problem.	To	see	if	Nutshell	is	the	right	choice	for	your	sales	team,	start	a	14-day	free	trial	today!LETS	GO!	BACKTOTOP	Free	third-party	texting	apps	may	be	a	better	option	than	your	default	messaging	app.	Delmaine	Donson/Getty	Images	This	story	is	available	exclusively	to	Business	Insider	subscribers.	Become	an	Insider	and
start	reading	now.	Free	text	apps	offer	different	features	than	the	standard	SMS	texting	app	built	into	your	phone.	Many	third-party	texting	apps	offer	better	security	and	privacy,	extensive	group	chats,	WiFi	texting,	and	more.	Here	are	seven	of	the	best	free	text	apps	available	for	both	iOS	and	Android.	Your	phone	comes	with	a	built-in	texting	app,
but	you	might	not	always	want	to	use	it.	After	all,	SMS	texting	uses	your	wireless	plan,	which	might	cost	you	money	especially	when	roaming	internationally.	There	are	a	slew	of	free	texting	apps	that	can	use	WiFi	instead	or	have	other	advantages	beyond	the	standard	texting	app	on	your	phone.	Here	are	seven	of	the	best	options	that	are	available	for
both	iPhone	and	Android.	WhatsApp	WhatsApp	is	a	secure	and	free	texting	alternative	that's	widely	used.	Rafael	Henrique/SOPA	Images/LightRocket	via	Getty	Images	WhatsApp	is	the	most	popular	texting	app	in	the	world	with	over	2	billion	users,	which	means	that	if	you	need	to	text	someone,	there's	a	pretty	good	chance	that	they	are	already	using
WhatsApp	on	either	iOS	or	Android.	Among	its	many	features,	WhatsApp	supports	free	texting,	photos,	videos,	file	transfers,	voice	messaging,	and	video	chat.	It	does	that	with	full	end-to-end	encryption,	as	well.	And	because	you	can	have	group	chats	with	up	to	256	participants	or	video	calls	with	four	people,	it	can	accommodate	plenty	of
communication	scenarios.	Viber	Viber	isn't	as	well	known	in	the	US,	which	means	you	might	struggle	to	get	other	users	to	install	it	on	their	iOS	or	Android	device.	Even	so,	it's	a	well-rounded	text	messaging	app	that	can	handle	the	full	range	of	communication	needs.	You	can	use	it	for	text	chats	with	up	to	250	users	at	once,	as	well	as	make	voice	and
video	calls	with	up	to	40	simultaneous	participants.	Viber	features	full	end-to-end	encryption	for	all	text	and	calls,	and	you	can	exchange	secret	keys	with	select	contacts	for	enhanced	security.	With	a	Viber	Out	subscription,	you	can	also	use	the	app	to	make	calls	to	any	landline	or	mobile	phone	number,	even	if	that	person	doesn't	have	a	Viber	account.
Messenger	You	don't	need	to	use	Facebook	to	text	with	Messenger.	Thiago	Prudncio/SOPA	Images/LightRocket	via	Getty	Images	Messenger	is	Facebook's	messaging	service,	though	it's	a	standalone	app	for	iOS	and	Android,	and	you	don't	even	need	to	be	a	Facebook	user	to	take	advantage	of	it.	Even	so,	it	earns	much	of	its	popularity	due	to	its
connection	to	Facebook	and	the	fact	that	it's	convenient	to	message	while	using	the	social	media	platform.	Messenger	supports	group	texts	with	up	to	150	users	at	once,	and	you	can	also	send	voice	and	video	messages.	And	while	conversations	aren't	encrypted	by	default,	you	can	switch	to	Messenger's	"secret"	mode,	which	applies	end-to-end
encryption	to	your	text	messages.	Telegram	Telegram	is	focused	almost	solely	on	texting,	with	less	emphasis	on	video	chats.	It	supports	a	virtually	unlimited	number	of	users	you	can	text	up	to	200,000	users	at	once.	While	Telegram	is	not	end-to-end	encrypted	out	of	the	box,	you	can	send	secret	chats	that	self-destruct	after	a	set	time,	so	there's	no
record	of	them	on	your	iOS	or	Android	device.	You	can,	of	course,	send	photos,	files,	and	audio	along	with	text.	You	can	take	any	one-on-one	chat	to	video,	but	group	chats	can	only	be	upgraded	to	voice	calls.	Signal	Signal	is	among	the	most	secure	texting	apps	available	with	complete	end-to-end	encryption.	Thiago	Prudencio/SOPA
Images/LightRocket	via	Getty	Images	While	many	texting	services	have,	in	recent	years,	added	end-to-end	encryption,	Signal	had	it	baked	into	text,	voice,	and	video	conversations	from	the	beginning.	It's	also	operated	by	a	nonprofit	organization	that	has	no	stated	interest	in	reselling	your	private	data,	nor	does	the	app	have	any	advertisements.	All
that	adds	up	to	Signal	being	an	excellent	choice	for	secure,	private	and	safe	texting.	While	it's	available	for	iOS	and	Android,	Android	users	have	an	additional	benefit:	You	can	configure	Signal	to	replace	the	phone's	default	messaging	app	as	the	default	text	app,	though	only	conversations	with	other	Signal	users	will	be	encrypted.	TextNow	TextNow	is
an	inexpensive	alternative	to	a	traditional	wireless	plan	and	comes	with	free	texting.	Dave	Johnson	Signing	up	for	TextNow	means	you	can	use	your	phone	(iOS	or	Android)	even	without	a	traditional	wireless	data	plan	when	you	sign	up,	TextNow	sends	you	a	SIM	card	for	your	phone	that	gives	you	voice	and	texting	over	its	cellular	network,	with	your
own	phone	number,	for	free.	That	makes	TextNow	a	great	option	for	a	backup	phone	or	a	phone	to	give	your	kid.	This	doesn't	give	you	any	data,	so	you'll	still	need	WiFi	to	use	ordinary	apps.	But	TextNow	gives	you	the	basics	including	texting	for	free,	though	the	TextNow	app	will	host	banner	ads	to	pay	the	bills.	Text+	Like	TextNow,	Text+	can	give
you	voice	calling	and	texting	on	iOS	and	Android.	Unlike	TextNow,	which	sends	you	a	SIM	card,	Text+	uses	your	phone's	WiFi,	which	you'll	need	to	for	Text+	to	work.	You	get	a	phone	number,	unlimited	free	texting,	and	your	outbound	voice	calls	cost	$0.02	per	minute	(incoming	calls	are	free).	A	white	circle	with	a	black	border	surrounding	a	chevron



pointing	up.	It	indicates	'click	here	to	go	back	to	the	top	of	the	page.'	
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